
86B.305 YOUTH OPERATORS.

Subdivision 1. Under age 12. (a) Except in case of an emergency, a person under age 12 may not operate
or be allowed to operate a watercraft propelled by a motor with a factory rating of more than 25 horsepower
unless there is present in the watercraft, in addition to the operator, at least one person age 21 or older who
is within immediate reach of the controls of the motor. For purposes of section 169A.20, the person age 21
or older, as well as the actual operator, is in physical control of the motorboat.

(b) A person under age 12 may not operate or be allowed to operate a watercraft propelled by a motor
with a factory rating of more than 75 horsepower.

Subd. 2. Age 12 to 17; permit required. Except as provided in this subdivision, a person age 12 or
older and younger than age 18 may not operate a motorboat powered by a motor over 25 horsepower without
possessing a valid watercraft operator's permit from this state or from the operator's state of residence unless
there is a person age 21 or older in the motorboat who is within immediate reach of the controls of the motor.
For purposes of section 169A.20, the person age 21 or older, as well as the actual operator, is in physical
control of the motorboat.

Subd. 3. Owners may not allow certain uses. An owner of a watercraft may not allow a watercraft to
be operated contrary to the provisions of subdivision 2.

History: 1990 c 391 art 9 s 13; 1993 c 269 s 2,3; 1993 c 310 s 2,3; 1996 c 396 s 2,3; 1Sp1997 c 2 s 67;
2000 c 478 art 2 s 7

NOTE: This section is repealed by Laws 2023, chapter 60, article 4, section 112, effective July 1, 2025.
Laws 2023, chapter 60, article 4, section 112, the effective date.
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