
142H.24 SUPERVISION AND RISK REDUCTION.​

Subdivision 1. Supervision; sight and hearing exceptions. (a) A child is still supervised as defined in​
section 142H.01, subdivision 38, when:​

(1) an infant is placed in a crib to sleep and a program staff person is within sight or hearing of the infant​
pursuant to section 142H.12, subdivision 4;​

(2) a single school-age child uses a restroom that is not available to the public when the child care center​
is operating and serving children and a program staff person has knowledge of the child's activity and location​
and checks on the child at least every five minutes. When services are provided away from the child care​
facility, including but not limited to field trips, a school-age child who uses a restroom that is available to​
the public must be accompanied by a program staff person;​

(3) a school-age child leaves the classroom but remains within the licensed child care center space to​
deliver or retrieve items from the child's personal storage space and a program staff person has knowledge​
of the child's activity and location and checks on the child at least every five minutes; or​

(4) a single preschool child uses an individual, private restroom within the classroom with the door​
closed and a program staff person has knowledge of the child's activity and location, can hear the child, and​
checks on the child at least every five minutes.​

(b) A program must account for each exception in paragraph (a) in the risk reduction plan under​
subdivision 2.​

Subd. 2. Risk reduction plan. (a) The license holder must develop a risk reduction plan that identifies​
the general risks to children served by the child care center in a form and manner prescribed by the​
commissioner.​

(b) The license holder must establish procedures to minimize identified risks, train staff on the procedures,​
and review the procedures each calendar year.​

(c) The risk reduction plan must include an assessment of risk to children the center serves or intends​
to serve and identify specific risks based on the outcome of the assessment. The assessment of risk must be​
composed of:​

(1) an assessment of the risks presented by the facility where the licensed services are provided, including​
an evaluation of:​

(i) the condition and design of the facility and its outdoor space, bathrooms, and storage areas;​

(ii) the accessibility of medications and cleaning products that are harmful to children; and​

(iii) the existence of areas that are difficult to supervise, including restrooms with multiple entrances;​
and​

(2) an assessment of the risks presented by the environment for each facility and for each site, including​
an evaluation of the type of grounds and terrain surrounding the building and the proximity to hazards, busy​
roads, and publicly accessed businesses.​

(d) The risk reduction plan must include a statement of measures that will be taken to minimize the risk​
of harm presented to children for each risk identified in the assessment under paragraph (c) related to the​
facility and environment.​
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(e) In addition to any program-specific risks identified in paragraph (c), the plan must include specific​
policies and procedures that minimize the risk of harm or injury to children, including from:​

(1) closing children's fingers in doors, including cabinet doors;​

(2) leaving children in the community without supervision;​

(3) children leaving the facility without supervision;​

(4) dislocation of children's elbows by program staff pulling or lifting children by the hands or wrists​
or swinging by the arms;​

(5) burns, including from hot food or beverages, whether served to children or being consumed by​
program staff, and devices used to warm food and beverages;​

(6) injuries from equipment, such as scissors and glue guns;​

(7) sunburn;​

(8) feeding children foods to which they are allergic;​

(9) children falling from changing tables;​

(10) children accessing dangerous items or chemicals or coming into contact with residue from harmful​
cleaning products;​

(11) traffic and pedestrian accidents, including when walking with children on neighborhood walks, to​
an off-site outdoor play area, or in areas with heavy traffic or difficult terrain such as railroad tracks; and​

(12) children choking or suffocating.​

(f) The plan must ensure hazardous objects as defined in section 142H.34, subdivision 17, are inaccessible​
to children.​

(g) The plan must include specific policies and procedures to ensure adequate supervision of children​
at all times as defined in subdivision 1 and section 142H.01, subdivision 38, and pursuant to the staffing​
requirements of section 142H.10, subdivision 1, with particular emphasis on:​

(1) times when children are transitioned from one area within the facility to another, including the use​
of a name-to-face check during transition time;​

(2) nap-time supervision, including infant sleep supervision;​

(3) child arrival and departure times, including when children arrive or depart from the center by bus;​

(4) supervision during outdoor play, outdoor learning activities, and community activities, including​
but not limited to field trips and neighborhood walks;​

(5) supervision of children in hallways;​

(6) supervision of preschool children when using an individual private restroom within the classroom;​
and​

(7) supervision of school-age children when using the restroom and visiting the child's personal storage​
space.​
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Subd. 3. Yearly review of risk reduction plan. (a) The license holder must review the risk reduction​
plan each calendar year and document the review.​

(b) When conducting the review, the license holder must consider incidents that have occurred in the​
center since the last review, including:​

(1) incidents covered by the assessment factors in subdivision 2;​

(2) the internal reviews conducted under section 142H.36, if any;​

(3) substantiated maltreatment findings, if any; and​

(4) any other incidents that caused injury or harm to a child.​

(c) Within ten days following any change to the risk reduction plan, the license holder must train program​
staff on the change and document that the staff were trained on the change.​

History: 2026 c 127 art 12 s 25​
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