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1031.706 GAS WELLS.

Subdivision 1. Rulemaking authority. The commissioner of health must adopt rules for gas wells
including requirements for exploratory borings for gas, and drilling, construction, sealing, use, reporting,
and rig registration; and for licensing and certifying persons constructing, repairing, and sealing gas wells.
These rules must include a prohibition against hydraulic fracturing treatment and a prohibition against the
injection or disposal of surface water, groundwater, or any other liquid, gas, or chemical except for approved
drilling fluids. In adopting rules under this section, the commissioner must use the expedited procedure in
section 14.389. These rules must distinguish between types of gas based on the risks they pose to groundwater
quality, health, and safety, and must specify the requirements that apply when an exploratory boring or gas
well encounters a gas different from that for which exploration, prospecting, location, extraction, or production
was proposed. Rules adopted or amended under this authority are exempt from the 18-month time limit
under section 14.125. The commissioner must publish notice of intent to adopt expedited rules within 24
months after May 22, 2026. In adopting rules under this subdivision, the commissioner is subject to the
Tribal consultation requirements under section 10.65.

Subd. 2. Fees. (a) License, certification, and registration renewals are not prorated and expire on December
31 of each year.

(b) An applicant must meet the gas well contractor license requirements and fee requirements to construct,
repair, or seal a gas well. The fee for a gas well contractor license is $300. The annual renewal fee for a gas
well contractor license is $300.

(c) A gas well contractor must designate a certified representative. The certified representative must
meet the application and fee requirements. The application fee for a certified representative is $100. The
annual renewal fee for a certified representative is $100.

(d) A gas well contractor must meet the registration and fee requirements for rigs used to construct,
repair, service, or seal a gas well. The fee to register gas well rigs is $125. The annual renewal fee for gas
well rig registration is $125.

(e) If a gas well contractor or certified representative under paragraphs (b) and (c) fails to submit all
information required for renewal or submits the application and information after the required renewal date:

(1) the gas well contractor or certified representative must include a late fee of $75; and

(2) the gas well contractor or certified representative may not conduct activities authorized by the gas
well contractor's license or certified representative's certification until the renewal application, renewal
application fee, and all other information required is submitted.

(f) A gas well contractor must submit a notification for construction of a proposed gas well on a form
prescribed by the commissioner, with a fee of $10,000.

(g) A gas well contractor must submit a notification for sealing a gas well on a form prescribed by the
commissioner, with a fee of $7,500.

Subd. 3. Rig registration. (a) Rigs used to drill, maintain, repair, or seal a gas well, including drilling
rigs and workover rigs, must be registered with the commissioner.

(b) A person must file an application to register a rig on a form provided by the commissioner with the
fee under subdivision 2, paragraph (d), with the commissioner.

(c) A registration is valid until the date prescribed by the commissioner in the registration.
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(d) A person must file an application with the fee under subdivision 2, paragraph (d), to renew the
registration by the date prescribed by the commissioner in the registration.

Subd. 4. Gas well contractor's license. (a) A person must not construct, repair, or seal a gas well without
a gas well contractor's license issued by the commissioner.

(b) A person must file a complete application for a gas well contractor's license on a form provided by
the commissioner with the fee under subdivision 2, paragraph (b), with the commissioner. The person
applying must meet the qualifications for a gas well contractor's license.

(c) A gas well contractor's license is valid until the date prescribed by the commissioner in the license.

(d) A gas well contractor must file a complete application with the fee under subdivision 2, paragraph
(b), to renew the license by the date prescribed by the commissioner in the license. A person must not
construct, repair, or seal a gas well until a gas well contractor's license is renewed. The commissioner may
not renew a license until the renewal fee is paid.

(e) A gas well contractor must include information at the time of renewal that the applicant has met the
continuing education requirements established by the commissioner for gas wells.

(f) A gas well contractor must designate a certified representative to supervise and oversee regulated
work on gas wells.

(g) A person must file a complete application on a form provided by the commissioner with the fee
under subdivision 2, paragraph (c), to qualify as a certified representative.

(h) A certified representative must file an application with the fee under subdivision 2, paragraph (c),
to renew the certification by the expiration date prescribed by the commissioner on the certification. A
certified representative may not supervise or oversee regulated work on a gas well until the renewal application
and application fee are submitted. The commissioner may not review a certification until the renewal fee is
paid.

(i) A certified representative must include information at the time of renewal that the applicant has met
the continuing education requirements established by the commissioner for gas wells.

(j) The commissioner of natural resources may require a bond, security, or other assurance from a gas
well contractor if the commissioner of natural resources has reasonable doubts about the person's financial
ability to comply with the requirements of law relating to reclamation of a gas well and the process to restore
the land disturbed by a gas well drilling and production operations back to the condition of original state.

(k) The commissioner may suspend or revoke a licensee's license according to section 144.99.
Subd. 5. Construction notification. (a) A gas well contractor must not begin drilling or constructing a
gas well unless it is included in a valid gas resource development permit issued by the commissioner of

natural resources.

(b) After receiving permit approval from the commissioner of natural resources and prior to drilling or
constructing a gas well, the gas well contractor must submit a notification to construct a gas well:

(1) to the commissioner, along with the fee under subdivision 2, paragraph (f); and
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(2) to any Tribal Nation for which the gas well will be located within five miles of the Tribal Nation's
exterior boundary, or to the nearest Tribal Nation if the gas well will not be located within five miles of any
Tribal Nation's exterior boundary.

Subd. 6. Access to drill sites. (a) The commissioner of health shall have access to gas well sites to
inspect gas wells, including the drilling, construction, and sealing of gas wells.

(b) The commissioner of health has enforcement authority according to section 144.99.

Subd. 7. Emergency neotification. In the event of an occurrence during construction, repair, or sealing
of a gas well that has a potential for significant adverse public health or environmental effects, the person
drilling or constructing a gas or well must promptly:

(1) take reasonable action to minimize the adverse effects; and

(2) notify the commissioners of health, natural resources, and the Pollution Control Agency immediately
by informing the Minnesota Duty Officer.

Subd. 8. Sealing notification. (a) A gas well, including an unsuccessful gas well, that is not in use must
be sealed by a gas well contractor.

(b) A gas well contractor must file a notification and fee with the commissioner prior to sealing a gas
well.

Subd. 9. Report of work. Within 60 days after completion or sealing of a gas well, the gas well contractor
must submit a verified report to the commissioner on a form prescribed by the commissioner or in a format
approved by the commissioner.

History: 2026 ¢ 127 art 2 s 13
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