
CONSTITUTION OF THE 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

ARTICLE I 
Sections 4 and 6 

* 
Sec. 4. Trial by jury. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and 

shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount in controversy. 
A jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner 
prescribed by law. The legislature may provide that the agreement of 
five-sixths of a jury in a civil action or proceeding, after not less than six 
hours' deliberation, is a sufficient verdict. The legislature may provide for 
the number of jurors in a civil action or proceeding, provided that a jury 
have at least six members. [Amended, November 8, 1988] 

Sec. 6. Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions. In all criminal 
prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial 
by an impartial jury of the county or district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed, which county or district shall have been previously ascer­
tained by law. In all prosecutions of crimes defined by law as felonies, the 
accused has the right to a jury of 12 members. In all other criminal 
prosecutions, the legislature may provide for the number of jurors, provid­
ed that a jury have at least six members. The accused shall enjoy the right 
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted 
with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel in his defense. 
[Amended, November 8, 1988] 

ARTICLE XI 
Section 14 

Sec. 14. Environment and natural resources fund. A permanent Minneso­
ta environment and natural resources trust fund is established in the state 
treasury. The principal of the environment and natural resources trust fund 
must be perpetual and inviolate forever, except appropriations may be 
made from up to 25 percent of the annual revenues deposited in the fund 
until fiscal year 1997 and loans may be made of up to five percent of the 
principal of the fund for water system improvements as provided by law. 
This restriction does not prevent the sale of investments at less than the cost 
to the fund, however, all losses not offset by gains shall be repaid to the fund 
from the earnings of the fund. The net earnings from the fund shall be 
appropriated in a manner prescribed by law for the public purpose of 
protection, conservation, preservation, and enhancement of the state's air, 
water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural resources. [Adopted, Novem­
ber 8, 1988] 

ARTICLE XIII 
Section 5 

Sec. 5. Lotteries. The legislature shall not authorize any lottery or the 
sale of lottery tickets, other than authorizing a lottery and sale of lottery 
tickets for a lottery operated by the state. [Amended, November 8, 1988] 
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