
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 
MINNESOTA 

ARTICLE VI 
Sections 1, 2, 5, 6 

Section 1. Judicial power. The judicial power of the state is 
vested in a supreme court, a court of appeals, if established by the 
legislature, a district court and such other courts, judicial officers 
and commissioners with jurisdiction inferior to the district court as 
the legislature may establish. [Adopted, November 2, 1982] 

Sec. 2. Supreme court. The supreme court consists of one chief 
judge and not less than six nor more than eight associate judges as 
the legislature may establish. It shall have original jurisdiction in 
such remedial cases as are prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdic
tion in all cases, but there shall be no trial by jury in the supreme 
court. 

The legislature may establish a court of appeals and provide by 
law for the number of its judges, who shall not be judges of any 
other court, and its organization and for the review of its decisions 
by the supreme court. The court of appeals shall have appellate ju
risdiction over all courts, except the supreme court, and other appel
late jurisdiction as prescribed by law. 

As provided by law judges of the court of appeals or of the dis
trict court may be assigned temporarily to act as judges of the su
preme court upon its request and judges of the district court may 
be assigned temporarily by the supreme court to act as judges of 
the court of appeals. 

The supreme court shall appoint to serve at its pleasure a clerk, a 
reporter, a state law librarian and other necessary employees. 
[Adopted, November 2, 1982] 

Sec. 5. Qualifications; compensation. Judges of the supreme 
court, the court of appeals and the district court shall be learned in 
the law. The qualifications of all other judges and judicial officers 
shall be prescribed by law. The compensation of all judges shall be 
prescribed by the legislature and shall not be diminished during 
their term of office. [Adopted, November 2, 1982] 

Sec. 6. Holding other office. A judge of the supreme court, the 
court of appeals or the district court shall not hold any office under 
the United States except a commission in a reserve component of 
the military forces of the United States and shall not hold any other 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

office under this state. His term of office shall terminate at the 
time he files as a candidate for an elective office of the United 
States or for a nonjudicial office of this state. [Adopted, November 
2, 1982] 

ARTICLE VIII 
Section 2 

Sec. 2. Officers subject to impeachment; grounds; judgment. 
The governor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney gener
al and the judges of the supreme court, court of appeals and district 
courts may be impeached for corrupt conduct in office or for crimes 
and misdemeanors; but judgment shall not extend further than to 
removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any of
fice of honor, trust or profit in this state. The party convicted shall 
also be subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment ac
cording to law. [Adopted, November 2, 1982] 

ARTICLE X 
Section 8 

Sec. 8. Pari-mutuel betting. The legislature may authorize on-
track pari-mutuel betting on horse racing in a manner prescribed by 
law. [Adopted, November 2, 1982] 

ARTICLE XI 
Section 5 

Sec. 5. Public debt and works of internal improvement; pur
poses. Public debt may be contracted and works of internal im
provements carried on for the following purposes: 

(a) to acquire and to better public land and buildings and other 
public improvements of a capital nature and to provide money to be 
appropriated or loaned to any agency or political subdivision of the 
state for such purposes if the law authorizing the debt is adopted 
by the vote of at least three-fifths of the members of each house of 
the legislature; 

(b) to repel invasion or suppress insurrection; 

(c) to borrow temporarily as authorized in section 6; 

(d) to refund outstanding bonds of the state or any of its agen
cies whether or not the full faith and credit of the state has been 
pledged for the payment of the bonds; 
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(e) to establish and maintain highways subject to the limitations 
of article XIV; 

(f) to promote forestation and prevent and abate forest fires, in
cluding the compulsory clearing and improving of wild lands wheth
er public or private; 

(g) to construct, improve and operate airports and other air navi
gation facilities; 

(h) to develop the state's agricultural resources by extending 
credit on real estate security in the manner and on the terms and 
conditions prescribed by law; 

(i) to improve and rehabilitate railroad rights-of-way and other 
rail facilities whether public or private, provided that bonds issued 
and unpaid shall not at any time exceed $200,000,000 par value; and 

(j) as otherwise authorized in this constitution. 

As authorized by law political subdivisions may engage in the 
works permitted by (f), (g), and (i) and contract debt therefor. 
[Adopted November 2, 1982] 

ARTICLE XIV 
Section 11 

Sec. 11. Highway bonds. The legislature may provide by law 
for the sale of bonds to carry out the provisions of section 2. The 
proceeds shall be paid into the trunk highway fund. Any bonds 
shall mature serially over a term not exceeding 20 years and shall 
not be sold for less than par and accrued interest. If the trunk 
highway fund is not adequate to pay principal and interest of these 
bonds when due, the legislature may levy on all taxable property of 
the state in an amount sufficient to meet the deficiency or it may 
appropriate to the fund money in the state treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. [Adopted, November 2, 1982] 
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