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CONSTITUTION 
OF 

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 

PREAMBLE 
We, the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and 

religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the 
same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this consti­
tution : 

ARTICLE 1 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

§ 1. Object of government—Government is instituted for the security, 
benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political power is inherent, 
together with the right to alter, modify or reform such government, when­
ever the public good may require it. 

55-542, 549, 57+212, 23 L. R. A. 632. 

§ 2. Rights and privileges of citizens—No member of this state shall be 
disfranchised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any 
citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgment of his peers. 
There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the state other­
wise than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted. 

13-366, 339; 18-199, 182; 63-384, 386, 65+652, 31 L. R. A. 553; 69-206, 210, 72+67, 38 
L. R. A. 677, 65 Am. St. Rep. 565; 74-518, 522, 77+424, 42 L. R. A. 749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369; 
7 7 ^ 8 3 , 80+633, 46 L. R. A. 442, 77 Am. St. Rep. 681 ; 80-446, 448, 83+417, 50 L. R. A. 
660, 81 Am. St. Rep. 268; 85-279, 280, 88+759, 56 L. R. A. 757, 89 Am. St. Rep. 550; 89-
269, 272, 94+879; 94-225, 102+697, 700, 69 L! R. A. 667; 99-158, 108+935, 9 Ann. Cas. 634; 
101-454, 112+872; 102-470, 114+738; 140+339. 

Cited (118-380, 137+2, 41 L. R. A. [N. S.] 524). 
Classification for purposes of legislation as matter of legislative policy and discretion (117-

186, 134+496). 

§ 3. Liberty of the press—The liberty of the press shall forever remain in­
violate, and all persons may freely speak, write and publish their sentiments 
on all subjects,.being responsible for the abuse of such right. 

100-173, 110+867, 9 L. R. A. (N. S.) 480, 117 Am. S t Rep. 684, 10 Ann. Cas. 351; 107-171, 
119+660. 

§ 4. Trial by jury—The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and 
shall extend to all cases at law without regard to the amount in controversy, 
but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner pre­
scribed by law; and the legislature may provide that the agreement of five-
sixths of any jury in any civil action or proceeding, after not less than six 
hours' deliberation, shall be a sufficient verdict therein. 

As amended November 4, 1890. 
4-109, 70; 15-221, 172; 16-431, 387; 19-132, 99, 18 Am. Rep. 334; 21-241, 293; 21-398, 

400; 22-178, 181; 23-411, 413; 25-123, 126; 25-404, 427; 25-475, 477; 28-186, 196, 9+767; 
36-62, 64, 30+305; 38-403, 38+104; 40-213, 41+1020, 3 L. R. A. 510; 47-451, 50+508; 64-312, 
67+71; 65-196, 68+53, 33 L. R. A. 437, 60 Am. St. Rep. 450; 74-518, 522, 77+424, 42 L. R. 
A. 749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369; 79-352, 82+644; 85-215, 88+742; 119-96, 137+390, 41 L. R. A. 
(N. S.) 1044. See R. L. §§ 4164, 4184 [7792, 7814]. 

§ 5. Excessive bail and fines—Cruel or unusual punishment—Excessive 
bail shall not be required, nor shall excessive fines be imposed; nor shall 
cruel or unusual punishments be inflicted. 

22-514, 524; 40-117, 122, 41+936, 3 L. R. A. 532, 12 Am. S t Rep. 707; 69^-508, 72+799, 
975; 73-77, 75+1029; 73-150, 75+1127; 83-124, 128, 86+3, 54 L. R. A. 487; 03-148, 100+647. 

Excessive fines (98-136, 107+963). 
Cruel and unusual punishment (98-136, 107+963; 103-241, 114+762)u 

(2071) 
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2072 CONSTITUTION OF MINNESOTA: (Art. 1 

§ 6. Rights of accused—In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall en­
joy the right to a speedy, public trial, by an impartial jury of the county or 
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which county or dis­
trict shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the assistance of counsel in his defence. . 

1. Speedy and publ i c trial—71-28, 32, 73+626. Public trial (100-63, 110+342; 100-
173, 110+867, 9 L. R. A. [N. S.] 480, 117 Am. St. Rep. 684, 10 Ann. Cas. 351 ; 101-334, 112+ 
409). 

2 . To be in formed of t h e n a t u r e of t h e accusation—19-484, 418; 65-230, 235, 68+ 
11 ; 74-165, 77+29; 74-409, 414, 77+223; 88-145, 147, 92+527; 91-365, 373, 98+190; 103-92, 
114+363. 

3 . To he confronted by witnesses—21-47, 50. 
4 . Tr ia l by jury of county or district—4-109, 70 ; 13-341, 315; 14-447, 333 ; 15-

344, 277; 19-327. 282; 21-398, 400; 23-411; 34-61, 24+349; 36-62, 30+305; 39-69, 38+ 
773; 50-128, 52+387; 53-142, 54+1068; 53-419, 55+558; 60-123, 61+1023, 33 L. R. A. 3 3 ; 
65-48, 59, 67+846, 33 L. R. A. 423, 60 Am. St. Rep. 4 2 1 ; 74-518, 522, 77+424, 42 L. R. A. 
749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369; 83-460, 86+449; 97-355, 105+965; 108-267, 121+898; 109-292, 
123+809. 

§ 7. Same—Due process of law—Bail—Habeas corpus—No person shall 
be held to answer for a criminal offence without due process of law, and no 
person for the same offence shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor 
be deprived of life, liberty or property without dueprocess of law. All per­
sons shall before conviction be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capi­
tal offences when the proof is evident or the presumption great; and the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when in 
case of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require. 

As amended November 8, 1904. 
Cited (105-19, 116+1111; 105-440, 117+S44). 
1. Twice i n jeopardy—6-235, 155; 26-381, 4+615: 26-507, 517, 5+959; 28-66, 9+ 

78, 41 Am. Rep. 269; 29-445, 459, 13+913; 45-145, 47+650; 60-90, 61+907; 99-158, 108+ 
935; 106-81, 118+154. 

2 . Self- incrimination—16-296, 260; 43-253, 45+447; 43-273, 45+449; 69-508, 513, 
72+799, 975; 88-130, 92+529; 115-204, 132+5. 

3 . Bail—24-362, 36S. 
4 . Due process of l a w defined—8-258, 225 ; 11-480, 358 ; 13-366, 339; 22-488, 4 9 1 ; 

23-411, 413; 24-345, 349; 44-97, 102, 46+315, 9 L. R. A. 152, 20 Am. St. Rep. 547; 45-465, 
468, 48+23, 11 L. R. A. 667; 55-467, 473, 57+206, 794, 43 Am. St. Rep. 524. 

5 . H e l d due process of law—8-258, 225; 22-488; 23-1, 3 ; 23-411, 413; 29-23, 25, 
11+127; 30-221, 14+892; 30-234, 15+109; 32-324, 328, 20+238, 50 Am. Rep. 575; 32-358, 
20+354; 33-54, 21+852; 40-512, 41+465; 41-69, 42+696; 42-301, 44+127; 43-192, 45+430; 
44-510, 47+160; 45-465, 48+23, 11 L. R. A. 667; 46-174, 48+713, 24 Am. S t Rep. 212; 
46-2S5, 48+1120; 52-140, 53+1132; 57-294, 59+304, 26 L. R. A. 92, 47 'Am. St. Rep. 605; 
57-345, 59+317, 24 L. R. A. 498; 60-233, 62+123, 30 L. R. A. 84 ; 61-219, 63+630; 62-18, 
63+1117; 63-384, 65+652, 31 L. R. A. 553 ; 64-130, 66+205, 32 L. R. A. 131, 58 Am. St. 
Rep. 524; 68-8, 70+800, 37 U R. A. 679, 64 Am. St. Rep. .446; 68-320, 71+396; 68-353, 71+ 
265; 70-105. 72+835; 77-483, 80+633, 46 L. R. A. 442, 77 Am. St. Rep. 6 8 1 ; 80-125, 83+36; 
90-457, 97+132; 97-173, 106+907; 97-373, 107+393, 6 L. R. A. (N. S.) 198, 7 Ann. Cas. 1015; 
98-351, 107+953, 108+470; 100-249, 110+870, 8 L. R. A. (N. S.) 1272, 10 Ann. Cas. 398; 103-
21, 114+245; 107-171, 119+660; 105-170, 117+393, 17 D. Rl A. (N. S.) 984, 15 Ann. Cas. 
9 6 1 ; 110-378, 126+120, 30 L. R. A. (N. S.) 966; 109-136, 123+291; 114-339, 131+371; 115-
51, 131+859; 115-100, 131+1014; 118-380, 137+2, 41 L. R. A. (N. S.) 524. See, also, 99-158, 
108+935, 9 Ann. Cas. 634; 101-454, 112+872. 

6. Held n o t due process of law—11-480, 358; 13-366, 339; 16-431, 387; 24-345, 349; 
24-372; 26-329, 4+47; 27-18, 6+373; 30-350, 356, 15+375; 39-43S, 40+513, 12 Am. St. Rep. 
663; 44-97, 46+315, 9 L. R. A. 152, 20 Am. St. Rep. 547; 44-490, 47+154; 46-458, 49+238; 
47-59. 49+396; 50-503, 52+922, 36 Am. St. Rep. 661 ; 55-467, 57+206, 794, 43 Am. St. Rep. 
524; 61-335, 63+880; 65-310, 67+997, 33 L. R. A. 432, 60 Am. St. Rep. 475; 65-525, 68+ 
105, 33 L. R. A. 427; 87-510, 92+461, 59 L. R. A. 735, 94 Am. St. Rep. 722; 102-442, 114+ 
244, 120 Am. St. Rep. 640; 105-55, 116+1017; 109-88, 122+1120. 

§ 8. Remedies for wrongs—Every person is entitled to a certain remedy 
in the laws for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, 
property, or character; he ought to obtain justice freely and without pur­
chase ; completely and without denial; promptly and without delay, con­
formably to the laws. 

5-95, 70 ; 6-110, 5 3 ; 6-550, 386; 7-13, 1, 82 Am. Dec. 6 5 ; 7-456, 365; 11-515, 392, 88 
Am. Dec. 100; 22-61, 64; 24-5S4, 590; 26-137, 1+838; 40-117, 122, 41+936, 3 L. R. A. 
532, 12 Am. St. Rep. 707; 40-232, 236, 41+948, 7 L. R. A. 7 0 1 ; 55-542, 549, 57+212, 23 
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Ii. R. A. 632; 60-26, 33, 61+898, 30 L. R. A. 737, 51 Am. St. Rep. 493; 63-384,' 386, 392, 
65+652, 31 L. R. A. 553; 64-105, 107, 66+138; 65-196, 68+53, 33 L. R. A. 437, 60 Am. St. 
Rep. 450; 67-476, 481, 70+784; 74-518, 522, 77+424, 42 L. R. A. 749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369; 

•75-308, 77+973, 43 L. R. A. 843, 74 Am. St. Rep. 484; 77-483, 80+633, 46 L. R. A. 442, 
77 Am. St. Rep. 681 ; 87-108, 113, 91+291; 91-171, 97+663, H I S , 63 L. R. A. 753, 103 Am. 
St. Rep. 477, 1 Ann. Cas. 172; 105-19, 116+1111; 107-465, 121+221; 119-96, 137+390, 41 
L. R. A. (N. S.) 1044. 

§ 9. Treason—Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war 
against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and com­
fort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

§ 10. Unreasonable seanches and seizures—The right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizure's, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly de­
scribing the place to be searched and the person or things to be seized. 

46-225, 48+914;' 69-508, 513, 72+799, 975; 73-77, 78, 75+1029; 77-483, 501, 80+633, 46 
D. R. A. 442, 77 Am. St. Rep. 681 ; 89-205, 209, 94+675; 114-136, 130+79; 115-204, 132+5. 

§ 11. Attainder—Ex post facto laws—Impairment of contracts-—No bill 
of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of con­
tracts shall ever be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood 
or forfeiture of estate. . 

1. Ex post facto laws—7-13, 1, 82 Am. Dec. 65; 12-476, 378, 93 Am. Dec. 241; 13-
370, 343 ; 20-136, 119; 22-514, 524. 

2. Held to impair contract—6-550, 386; 7-13, 1, 82 Am. Dec. 65; 7-513, 419, 82 
Am. Dec. 112; 23-114; 23-144; 27-371, 7+687; 28-257, 9+761; 28-496, 11+84;, 29-474, 
9+737; 30-273, 15+119; 30-350, 15+375; 35-392, 29+57; 36-136, 30+458; 62-380, 64+924, 
65+348; 78-256, 80+1121; 81-140, 83+527, 86+69, 53 L. R. A. 175; 105-19, 116+1111. 

3. Held not to impair contract—2-90, 72; 4-298, 215; 13-501, 462, 97 Am/ Dec. 
243; 16-136, 123; 26-268, 3+353; 27-295, 7+140; 32-284, 20+225; 33-377, 23+549; 36-
303, 31+55; 45-285, 47+803; 48-140, 50+1110, 16 L. R: A. 281, 31 Am. St. Rep. 626; 56-
327, 57+931; 72-200, 75+210; 75-153, 77+793; 100-445, 111+289, 10 L. R. A. (N. S.) 250; 
101-454, 112+872; 105-422, 117+780, 21 L,. R. A. (N. S.) 157; 106-303, 119+202; 113-
459, 130+18. 

4. Contract abdicating police power—Contract whereby city attempts to abdicate 
such power is void (98-380, 108+261, 28 L. R. A. [N. S.] 298, 120 Am. St. Rep. 581, 8 Ann. 
Cas. 1047). 

§ 1 2 . Imprisonment for debt—Exemption from execution—No person 
shall.be imprisoned for debt in this state, but this shall not prevent the legis­
lature from providing for imprisonment, or holding to bail, persons charged 
with fraud in contracting said debt. A reasonable amount of property shall 
be exempt from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability. The 
amount of such exemption shall be determined by law. Provided, however, 
that all property so exempted shall be liable to seizure and sale for any debts 
incurred to any person for work done or materials furnished in the con­
struction, repair, or improvement of the same; and provided further, that 
such liability to seizure and sale shall also extend to all real property for any 
debt incurred to any laborer or servant for labor or service performed. 

As amended November 6, 1888. 
1. Impr i sonment for debt—23-1, 3 ; 23-411, 413; 28-424, 10+471; 39-438, 441, 40+ 

513, 1 L. R. A. 777, 12 Am. St. Rep. 663; 56-397, 57+940; 63-443, 65+728; 74-518, 522, 
77+424, 42 h. R. A. 749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369. 

2 . E x e m p t i o n of property—2-90, 72; 7-465, 374, 82 Am. Dec. 108; 10-154, 124; 
11-475, 354; 21-299, 302; 22-144, 147; 23-435, 438; 34-279, 25+601; -39-438, 40+513, 
1 L. R. A. 777, 12 Am. St. Rep. 663; 59-415, 61+456; 61-217, 63+627; 66-57, 68+514, 61 
Am. St. Rep. 391 ; 85-83, 88, S8+419; 101-347, 112+273, 118 Am. St. Rep. 629. See R. I* §§ 
3452-3460, 4317 [6957-6965, 7951]. 

3 . Proviso—63-154, 65+267; 67-327, 69+1091; 74-366; 77+292, 73 Am. St. Rep 354-
76-226, 78+1113, 77 Am. St. Rep. 637; 89-150, 94+438; 93-267, 101+74; 109-332, 123+1078! 

§ 13. Private property for public use—Private property shall not be tak­
en, destoyed or damaged for public use, without just compensation there­
for first paid or secured. 

As amended November 3, 1896. 
11-515, 392, 88 Am. Dec. 100'; 13-315, 289; 14-365, 282; 16-375, 333; 17-439, 417; 

18-155, 139; 19-108, 78; 21-322; 26-78, 1+581; 27-119, 123, 6+457; 28-534, 11+113; 
29-288, 13+123; 30-140, 14+581; 30-477, 16+269; 31-493, 16+454; 36-402, 31+365; 38-
266, 36+874; 39-65, 38+926; 42-262, 44+59; 43-524, 46+741; 44-299, 46+355; 44-372, 
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46+769; 46-540, 49+325; 51-218, 53+366; 58-152, 59+989; 65-515, 68+208, 33 L. R. A. 
427; 66-161, 163, 68+860; 73-128, 75+1044, 41 L. R. A. 371, 72 Am. St. Rep. 610; 74-498, 
504, 77+286; 80-40, 41, 82+1099; 82-359, 374, 85+175; 84-308, 87+921; 87-146, 151, 91+ 
300; 88-288, 291, 92+1119; 90-215, 223, 96+41; 93-81, 100+668; 112-117, 127+496. 

Property "damaged" (98-329, 108+480, 6 L. R. A. [N. S.] 7 4 1 ; 102-358, 113+884, 13 L. 
R. A. [N. S.] 790, 120 Am. St. Rep. 635; 111-471, 127+422, 20 Ann. Cas. 873). 

Public use (97^29, 107+405, 5 L. R. A. [N. S.] 638, 7 Ann. Cas. 1182; 102-442, 114+244, 
120 Am. St. Rep. 640). 

Just compensation (98-89, 107+730; 98-281, 108+521; 101-271, 112+274; 101-488, 112+ 
1033, 11 L. R. A. [N. S.] 277, 118 Am. St. Rep. 647; 115-51, 131+859; 115-460, 133+69, 
Ann. Cas. 1912D, 1029; 118-380, 137+2, 41 L. R. A. [N. S.] 524). 

Police power (98-380, 108+261, 28 L. R, A. [N. S.] 298, 120 Am. St. Rep. 581, 8 Ann. Cas. 
1047; 100-38, 110+254). 

§ 14. Military subordinate—Standing army—The military shall be sub­
ordinate to the civil power, and no standing army shall be kept up in this 
state in time of peace. 

74-518, 522, 523, 77+424, 42 L,. R. A. 749, 73 Am. St. Rep. 369. 

§ 15. Tenure of lands—All lands within this state are declared to be al­
lodial, and feudal tenures of every description, with all their incidents, are 
prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural land for a longer period than 
twenty-one years, hereafter made, in which shall be reserved any rent or 
service of any kind, shall be void. 

22-463, 464; 24-584, 617; 91-613, 516, 98+648; 99-220, 108+958, 9 Ann. Cas. 520. 

§ 16. Rights reserved—Religious freedom—The enumeration of rights in 
this constitution shall not be construed to deny or impair others retained by 
and inherent in the people. The right of every man to worship God accord­
ing to the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed, nor shall 
any man be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or 
to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against his consent; nor 
shall any control of or interference with the rights of conscience be permit­
ted, or any preference be given by law to any religious establishment or mode 
of worship; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so con­
strued as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent 
with the peace or safety of the state, nor shall any money be drawn from the 
treasury for the benefit of any religious societies, or religious or theological 
seminaries. 

21-202, 205; 74-376, 77+225; 99-158, 108+935, 9 Ann. Cas. 634. 

§ 17. No religious tests—No religious test or amount of property shall 
ever be required as a qualification for any office of public trust under the 
state. No religious test or amount of property shall ever be required as a 
qualification of any voter at any election in this state; nor shall any person 
be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court of law or equity in 
consequence of his opinion upon the subject of religion. 

Qualification for office (99-145, 108+828). 

§ 18. No license to peddle—Any person may sell or peddle the products 
of the farm or garden occupied and cultivated by him without obtaining a li­
cense therefor. 

As amended November 6, 1906. 
109-147, 123+408, 134 Am. St. Rep. 759. 

ARTICLE 2 

NAME AND BOUNDARIES 

§ 1. State name and boundaries—This state shall be called and known by 
the name of the "State of Minnesota," and shall consist of and have jurisdic­
tion over the territory embraced in the following boundaries, to wit : Be­
ginning at the point in the center of the main channel of the Red River of the 
North, where the boundary line between the United States and the British 
Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel of said river to 
that of the Bois des Sioux river; thence up the main channel of said river to 
Lake Traverse; thence up the center of said lake to the southern extremity 
thereof; thence in a direct line to the head of Big Stone lake; thence through 
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its center to its outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the 
state of Iowa; thence east along the northern boundary of said state to the 
main channel of the Mississippi river; thence up the main channel of said 
river and following the boundary line of the state of Wisconsin until the 
same intersects the St. Louis river; thence down the said river to and 
through Lake Superior, on the boundary line of Wisconsin and Michigan, 
until it intersects the dividing line between the United States and British 
Possessions; thence up Pigeon river and following said dividing line to the 
place of beginning. 

§ 2. Jurisdiction on boundary rivers—The state of Minnesota shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and all other rivers and waters 
bordering on the said state of Minnesota, so far as the same shall form a 
common boundary to said state, and any other state or states now or here-. 
after to be formed by the same; and said rivers and waters, and navigable 
waters leading into the same, shall be common highways and forever free, 
as well to the inhabitants of said state as to other citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor. 

32-412, -121, 21+704, 50 Am. Rep. 590; 60-503, 505, 63+100; 97-429, 107+405, 5 L. R. A. 
(N. S.) 638, 7 Ann. Cas. 1182; 176 U. S. 126, 152, 20 Sup. Ct. 325, 44 L. Ed. 400. 

§ 3. Acceptance of enabling act—The propositions contained in the act 
of Congress entitled, "An act to authorize the people of the territory of Min­
nesota to form a constitution and state government, preparatory to their ad­
mission into the Union on an equal footing with the original states," are 
hereby accepted, ratified, and confirmed, and shall remain irrevocable without 
the consent of the United States; and it is hereby ordained that this state 
shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil within the same, 
by' the United States, or with any regulations Congress may find necessary 
for securing the title to said soil to bona fide-purchasers thereof; and no 
tax shall be imposed on lands belonging to the United States, arid in no 
case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 
• 5-223, 178, 80 Am. Dec. 410; 21-167, 171, 18 Am. Rep. 389; 69-187, 192, 72+65; 102-

52, 112+860, 120 Am. St. Rep. 609. 

ARTICLE 3 

DISTRIBUTION OF T H E POWERS OF T H E GOVERNMENT 

§ 1. Departments of the government—The powers of the government shall 
be divided into three distinct departments, the legislative, executive, and judi­
cial ; and no person or persons belonging to or constituting one of these depart­
ments shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the others, 
except in the instances expressly provided in this constitution. 

10-78, 56; 18-482, 432; 19-103, 74, 18 Am. Rep. 330; 20-363, 314; 22-366, 369; 27-1, 
6+341; 28-50, 8+902; 29-474, 9+737; 29-555, 12+519; 32-540, 21+750; 33-81, 21+860; 
33-235, 247, 22+625; 34-387, 26+123; 38-90, 35+580; 38-281, 37+782; 39-438, 40+513, 
1 L. R. A. 777, 12 Am. St. Rep. 663; 39-538, 41+108; 40-174, 41+817; 47-219, 49+690; 
55-542, 547, 57+212, 23 L. R. A. 632; 59-182, 63+241, 28 L. R. A. 609, 50 Am. St. Rep. 400; 
61-539, 63+1113; 66-271, 68+1085, 38 L. R. A. 225; 68-353, 359, 71+265; 69-187, 191, 72+ 
6 5 ; 72-200, 210, 214, 75+210; 73-225, 75+1050; 84-472, 88+6; 85-437, 89+175, 57 L. R. A. 
297, 89 Am. St. Rep. 5 7 1 ; 92-176, 99+636; 96-110, 104+709, 711, 113 Am. St. Rep. 612; 
96-521, 105+975; 99-261, 109+113, 698, 7 L. R. A. (N. S.) 621, 9 Ann. Cas. 270; 100-445, 
111+289, 10 L. R. A. (N. S.) 250; 100-499, 111+294, 639, 10 Ann. Cas. 425; 104-378, 116+ 
922; 105-84, 117+157; 107-166, 119+658; 110-300, 304, 125+504; 117-458, 136+264, 41 
L. R. A. (N. S.) I l l ; 119-368, 138+315, 42 L. R. A. (N. S.) 978. 

ARTICLE 4 

T H E LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

§ 1. Two houses—Sessions—The legislature shall consist of the senate and 
house of representatives, which shall meet bienially at the seat of government 
of the state, at such time as shall be prescribed by law, but no session shall ex­
ceed the term of ninety legislative days, and no new bill shall be introduced in 
either branch, except on the written request of the governor, during the last 
twenty days of such sessions, except the attention of the legislature shall be called 
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to some important matter of general interest by a special message from the gov­
ernor. 

As amended November 6, 1860, November 6, 1877, November 6, 1888. 
18-482, 432; 72-200, 210, 75+210. 
§ 2. Number of members—The number of members who compose the sen­

ate and house of representatives shall be prescribed by law, but the representa­
tion in the senate shall never exceed one member for every five thousand in­
habitants, and in the house of representatives one member for every two thou­
sand inhabitants. The representation in both houses shall be apportioned equally 
throughout the different sections of the state, in proportion to the population 
thereof, exclusive of Indians not taxable under the provisions of law. 

§ 3. Election—Quorum—Each house shall be the judge of the election, re­
turns, and eligibility of its own members; a majority of each shall constitute a 
quorum to transact business, but a smaller number may adjourn from .day to 
day and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under 
such penalties as it may provide. 

59-489, 492, 61+553; 72-200, 210, 75+210. 
§ 4. Rules—Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, sit upon 

its own adjournment, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the 
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member; but no member shall be expelled the 
second time for the same offence. 

2-330, 281; 45-451, 453, 48+196. 
§ 5. Officers—Journal—The house of representatives shall elect its presiding 

officer, and the senate and house of representatives shall elect such other officers 
as may be provided by law.; they shall keep journals of their proceedings, and 
from time to time publish the same, and the yeas and nays, when taken on any 
question, shall be entered on.such journals. 

' 24-78, 81; 38-143, 145, 36+443; 45-451, 453, 48+196; 72-200, 210, 75+210. 
§ 6. Adjournments-^-Neither house shall, during a session of the legislature, 

adjourn for more than three days (Sundays excepted), nor to any other place 
than that in which the two houses shall be assembled, without the consent of 
.the other house. 

§ 7. Compensation—The compensation of senators and representatives shall 
be three dollars per diem during the first session, but may afterwards be pre­
scribed by law. But no increase of compensation shall be prescribed which shall 
take effect during the period for which the members of the existing house of 
representatives may have been elected. 

105-513, 117+845, 1044. 
§ 8. Privileges—The members of each house shall in all cases, except trea­

son, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the ses­
sion of their respective houses, and in going to or returning from the same. 
For any speech or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. 

55-542, 57+212, 23 L. R. A. 632. 
§ 9. Members not to hold certain offices—No senator or representative 

shall, during the time for which he is elected, hold any office under the author­
ity of the United States or the state of Minnesota, except that of postmaster, 
and no senator or representative shall hold an office under the state which has 
been created or the emoluments of which have been increased during the ses­
sion of the legislature of which he was a member, until one year after the ex­
piration of his term of office in the legislature. 

27-466. 8+375, 38 Am. Rep. 304; 63-147, 65+262, 30 L. R. A. 630, 56 Am. St. Rep. 459; 
69-108, 71+910; 72-200, 75+210; 105-513, 117+845, 1044. 

§ 10. Revenue bills to originate in house—All bills for raising a revenue 
shall originate in the house of representatives, but the senate may propose and 
concur with amendments as on other bills. 

25-1, 8, 33 Am. Rep. 450. 

§ 11. Approval of bills by governor—Veto power—Every bill which shall 
have passed the senate and house of representatives, in conformity to the rules 
of each house and the joint rules of the two houses, shall, before it becomes a 
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law, be presented to the governor of the state. If he.approves he shall sign 
and deposit it in the office of the secretary of state for preservation, and notify 
the house where it originated of the fact. But if not, he shall return it, with 
his objections, to the house in which it shall have originated; when such ob­
jections shall be entered at large on the journal of the same, and the house shall 
proceed to reconsider the bill. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that 
house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, 
to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if it be ap­
proved by two-thirds of that house it shall become a law. But in all such cases 
the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names 
of the persons voting for or against'the bill shall be entered on the journal of 
each house, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor 
within three days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legis­
lature, by adjournment within that time, prevents its return; in which case it shall 
not be a law. The governor may approve, sign, and file in the office of the sec­
retary of state, within three days after the adjournment of the legislature, any 
act passed during the last three days of the session, and the same shall become 
a law. If any bill presented to the governor contains several items of appro­
priation of money, he may object to one or more of such items, while approv­
ing of the other portion of the bill. In such case, he shall append to the bill, at 
the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects, and the ap­
propriation so objected to shall not take effect. If the legislature be in session, 
he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy of such state­
ment, and the items objected to shall be separately reconsidered. If, on recon­
sideration, one or more of such items be approved by two-thirds of the members 
elected to each house, the same shall be a part of the law, notwithstanding the 
objections of the governor. All the provisions of this section, in relation to bills 
not approved by the governor, shall apply in cases in which he shall withhold his 
approval from any item or items contained in a bill appropriating money. 

As amended November 7, 1876. 
2-330, 281; 8-366, 326; 10-67, 49; 24-78, 81; 45-451, 453, 48+196; 48-425, 51+224; 

73-203, 214, 75+1116, 72 Am. St. Rep. 616; 48 Fed. 363. 

§ 12. Appropriations, how made—No money shall be appropriated except 
by bill. Every order, resolution or vote requiring the concurrence of the two 
houses (except such as relate to the business or adjournment of the same) shall 
be presented to the governor for his signature, and, before the same shall take 
effect, shall be approved by him, or, being returned by him with his objections, 
shall be repassed by two-thirds of the members of the two houses, according 
to the rules and limitations prescribed in case of a bill. 

24-517, 574. 

§ 13. Enacting clause—Majority vote—The style of all laws of this state 
shall be : . "Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota." No 
law shall be passed unless voted for by a majority of all the members elected 
to each .branch of the legislature, and the vote entered upon the journal of each 
house. 

2-330, 281; 24-78, 81; 45-451, 453, 48+196; 64-613, 516, 67+632; 67-169, 170, 69+812; 
73-203, 75+1116, 72 Am. St. Rep. 616. 

§ 14. Impeachment—The house of representatives shall have the sole pow­
er of impeachment, through a concurrence of a majority of all the members 
elected to seats therein. All impeachments shall be' tried by the senate; and 
when sitting for that purpose the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation to 
do justice according to law and evidence. No person, shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

72-200, 211, 75+210. 

§ 15. Exclusion of convicts from civil rights—The legislature shall have 
full power to exclude from the privilege of electing or being elected any person 
convicted of bribery, perjury, or any other infamous crime. 

§ 16. Protest of members—Two or more members of either house shalA 
have liberty to dissent and protest against any act or resolution which they may 
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think injurious to the public or to any individual, and have the reason of their 
dissent entered on the journal. 

§ 17. Vacancies—Contested elections—The governor shall issue writs of 
election .to fill such vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall prescribe by law the manner in which evidence in cases of 
contested seats in either house shall be taken. 

§ 18. Contempt—Each house may punish by imprisonment, during its ses­
sion, any person, not a member, who shall be guilty of any disorderly or con­
temptuous behavior in their presence, but no such imprisonment shall at any time 
exceed twenty-four hours. 

§ 19. Sessions public—Each house shall be open to the public during the 
sessions thereof, except in such cases as in their opinion may require secrecy. 

48 Fed. 363. 

§ 20. Reading bills—Every bill shall be read on three different days in each 
separate house, unless, in case of urgency, two-thirds of the house where such 
bill is depending shall deem it expedient to dispense with this rule; and no bill 
shall be passed by either house until it shall have been previously read twice at 
length. 

2-330, 281; 24-78, 82; 38-143, 145, 364443; 55-401, 56+1056, 23 L. R. A. 287, 43 Am. 
St. Rep. 514; 64-513, 516, 67+632; 46 Fed. 162, 167. 

§ 21. Enrolling and signing bills—Every bill having passed both houses 
shall be carefully enrolled, and shall be signed by the presiding officer of each 
house. Any presiding officer refusing to sign a bill which shall have previously 
passed both houses shall thereafter be incapable of holding a seat in either branch 
of the legislature, or hold any other office of honor or profit in the state, and in 
case of such refusal, each house shall, by rule, provide the manner in which such 
bill shall be properly certified for presentation to the governor. 

2-330, 281; 24-78, 81 ; 31-472, 478,18+285, 289; 48-425, 430, 51+224; 72-200, 215, 75+210. 

§ 22. Bills not to pass on last day of session—No bill shall be passed by 
either house of the legislature upon the day prescribed for the adjournment of 
the two houses. But this section shall not be so construed as to preclude the 
enrolment of a bill, or the signature and passage from one house to the other, 
or the reports thereon from committees, or its transmission to the executive for 
his signature. 

48-425, 430, 51+224. 

§ 23. Census—Apportionment—The legislature shall provide by law for 
an enumeration of the inhabitants of this state in the year 1865, and every tenth 
year thereafter. At their first session after each enumeration so made, and also 
at their first session after each enumeration made by the authority of the United 
States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe the bounds of congres­
sional, senatorial, and representative districts, and to apportion anew the sen­
ators and representatives among the several districts according to .the provisions 
of section second of this article. 

§ 24. Senate districts—Term of office—The senators shall be chosen by 
single districts of convenient contiguous territory, at the same time that members 
of the house of representatives are required to be chosen, and in the same man­
ner; and no representative district shall be divided in the formation of a senate 
district. The senate districts shall be numbered in a regular series. The terms 
of office of senators and representatives shall be the same as now prescribed by 
law, until the general election in the year 1878, at which time there shall be an 
entire new election of all the senators and representatives. Representatives 
chosen at such election, or at any election thereafter, shall hold their office for 
the term of two years, except it be to fill a vacancy, and the senators chosen at 
such election by districts designated as odd numbers, shall go out of office at the 
expiration of the second year, and senators chosen by districts designated by 
even numbers, shall go out of office at the expiration of the fourth year; and 
thereafter senators shall be chosen for four years, except there shall be an en­
tire new election of all the senators at the election of representatives next suc­
ceeding each new apportionment provided for in this article. 

As amended November 6, 1877. 
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§ 25. Qualifications of members—Senators and representatives shall be 
qualified voters of the state, and shall have resided one year in the state and six 
months immediately preceding the election in the district from which they are 
elected. 

93-205, 100+1125. 

§ 26. Election of United States senators—Members of the senate of the 
United States from this state shall be elected by the two houses, of the legis­
lature in joint convention, at such time and in such manner as may be provided 
by law. 

See Const. U. S. Amend. 17, providing for election of senators by the people. 

§ 27. Laws to embrace but one subject—No law shall embrace more than 
one subject, which shall be expressed in its title. 

2-330, 281; 7-465, 374, 82 Am. Dec. 108; 11-515, 392, 88 Am. Dec. 100; 12-41, 16, 90 
Am. Dec. 278; 13-341, 315; 14-524, 395; 16-45, 30 ; 21-299; 22-312; 22-328, 21 Am. Rep. 
765; 27-236, 6+797; 34-79, 24+361; 34-318, 25+637; 35-257, 28+241; 36-69, 30+308, 1 
Am. St. Rep. 638; 38-265, 36+641; 40-7, 10, 41+232, 2 L. R. A . ' 4 1 8 ; 40-13, 41+539, 3 
L. R. A. 46, 12 Am. St. Rep. 687; 40-117, 41+936, 3 L. R. A. 532, 12 Am. St. Rep. 707; 
41-74, 42+781; 41-123, 42+858; 42-449. 44+529; 43-438, 45+856; 44-271, 46+410; 4 5 -
31, 47+396; 47-106, 49+525; 47-237, 49+865; 47-575, 50+923, 28 Am. St. Rep. 382; 
48-140, 50+1110, 16 L. R. A. 281, 31 Am. St. Rep. 626; 50-290, 52+652; 52-239, 53+1150, 
18 h. R. A. 778, 38 Am. St. Rep. 552; 52-307, 54+95; 53-279, 55+134; 54-116, 55+864; 
56-269, 57+659; 58-393,. 59+1098; 59-316, 322, 61+330; 59-522, 528, 61+678; 63-154, 
65+267; 63-208, 65+265; 63-535, 65+940; 64-71, 66+202; 65-187, 67+994; 65-471, 67+ 
1143; 67-352, 69+1083 ; 70-358, 375, 73+171; 71-517, 74+280; 72-126, 75+8; 72-266, 275, 
75+380; 72-498, 512, 75+692; 72-539, 75+745; 73-77, 75+1029; 73-378, 76+223; 73-382, 
76+224; 75-118, 77+568; 75-343, 345, 77+991; 75-514, 521, 78+90; 77-375, 79+1024, 82+1118; 
78-3, 6, 80+693, 79 Am. St. Rep. 350; 79-283, 285, 82+586, 79 Am. St. Rep. 453; 80-58, 82+ 
1094; 82-71, 74, 84+650; 82-127, 84+788; 82-390, 85+207, 86+611, 53 L. R. A. 421 ; 83-65, 
85+830; 84-62, 86+877 ; 84-245, 87+844; 85-165, 88+533; 85-279, 88+759, 56 L. R. A. 757, 
89 Am. St. Rep. 550; 90-530, 97+422; 91-321, 98+92; 92-176, 99+636; 92-374, 100+95; 92-
436, 100+97; 93-178, 100+1124, 102+209; 93-210, 100+1104; 93-462, 101+946; 95-353, 104+ 
534; 96-39, 104+682; 96-521, 105+975 ; 97-23, 106+89; 98-530, 106+1133; 99-158, 108+935, 
9 Ann. Cas. 634; 99-261, 109+113, 698, 7 L. R. A. (N. S.) 621, 9 Ann. Cas. 270; 100-38, 110+ 
254; 100-173, 110+867, 9 L. R. A. (N. S.) 480, 117 Am. St. Rep. 684, 10 Ann. Cas. 3 5 1 ; 102-
470, 113+634, 114+738; 104-378, 116+922; 105-256, 117+610, 127 Am. St. Rep. 560; 1 1 1 -
85, 126+527; 111-488, 127+495, 31 L. R. A. (N. S.) 682; 112-167, 127+569; 118-128, 136+565; 
21 Fed. 817; 143 Fed. 824, 74 C. C. A. 620. 

§ 28. Divorces—Divorces shall not be granted by the legislature. 
§ 29. Oath of office—All members and officers of both branches of the leg-

jslature shall, before entering upon the duties of their respective trusts," take and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, 
the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and faithfully and impartially to 
discharge the duties devolving upon him as such member or officer. 

§ 30. Elections viva voce—In all elections to be made by the legislature, the 
members thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes shall be entered on the 
journal. 

24-78, 81. 

§ 31. Lotteries—The legislature shall never authorize any lottery or the sale 
of lottery tickets. 

§ 32a. Submission of laws for taxation of railroads—Any law providing for 
the repeal or amendment of any law or laws heretofore or hereafter enacted, 
which provides that any railroad company now existing in this state, or operating 

.its road therein, or which may be hereafter organized, shall in lieu of all other 
taxes and assessments upon their real estate, roads, rolling stock, and other 
personal property, at and during the time and periods therein specified, pay into 
the treasury of this state a certain percentage therein mentioned of the gross 
earnings of such railroad companies now existing or hereafter organized, shall 
before the same shall take effect or be in force, be submitted to a vote of the 
people, of the state, and be adopted and ratified by a majority of the electors of 
the state voting at the election at which the same shall be submitted to them. 

Adopted November 8, 1871. 
56-156, 57+464; 72-200, 75+210; 73-417, 426, 76+217; 77^33, 80+626; 84-81, 83, 86+784; 

86-136, 138, 90+160; 102-26, 112+897; 102-506, H2+899; 106-303, 119+202; 179 U. S. 
223, 21 Sup. Ct. 73, 45 L. Ed. 162. 
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§ 32b. Internal improvement lands—All lands donated to the state of Min­
nesota for the purpose of internal improvement, under the eighth section of the 
act of congress approved September 4, 1841, being "An act to appropriate the. 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights," shall 
be appraised and sold, in the'same manner and by the same officers, and the 
minimum price shall be the same as is provided by law for the appraisement and 
sale of the school lands, under the provisions of title one, of chapter thirty-eight, 
of the General Statutes, except the modifications hereinafter mentioned. All 
moneys derived from the sales of the said lands shall be invested in the bonds 
of the United States, or of the state of Minnesota, issued since 1860, and the 
moneys so invested shall constitute the internal improvement land fund of the 
state. All moneys received by the county treasurer under the provisions of title 
one, chapter thirty-eight, aforesaid, derived from the sale of the internal im­
provement lands, shall be held at all times subject to the order and direction of 
the state treasurer, for the benefit of the fund to which it belongs; and on the 
fifteenth day of June in each year, and at such other times as he may be re­
quested'so to do by the state treasurer, he shall pay over to the said state treas­
urer, all moneys received on account of such fund. The bonds purchased in 
accordance with this amendment shall be transferable only upon the order of 
the governor, and on each bond shall be written, "Minnesota internal improve­
ment land fund of the state, transferable only on the order of the governor." 
The principal sum from all sales of internal improvement lands, shall not be 
reduced by any charges or costs of officers, by fees, or by any other means what­
ever ; and section fifty, of title one, of chapter thirty-eight, of the General Stat­
utes, shall not be applicable to the provisions of this amendment, and wherever 
the words "school lands" are used in said title, it shall read as applicable to this 
amendment, "internal improvement lands." The moneys belonging to the in­
ternal improvement land fund shall not be appropriated for any purpose what­
ever, until the enactment for that, purpose shall have been approved by a ma­
jority of the electors of the state, voting at the annual general election following 
the passage of the act. The force of this amendment shall be to authorize the 
sale of the internal improvement lands, without further legislative enactment. 

Adopted November 5, 1872. 
108-388, 122+251. 

§ 33. Special legislation prohibited—In all. cases when a general law can 
be made applicable no special law shall be enacted; and whether a general law 
could have been made applicable in any case is hereby declared a judicial ques­
tion, and as such shall be judicially determined without regard to any legislative 
assertion on that subject. The legislature shall pass no local or special law reg­
ulating the affairs of, or incorporating, erecting or changing the lines of any 
county, city, village, township, ward or school district, or creating the offices, or 
prescribing the powers and duties of the officers of, or fixing or relating to the 
compensation, salary or fees of the same, or the mode of election or appoint­
ment thereto; authorizing the laying out, opening, altering, vacating or main­
taining roads, highways, streets or alleys; remitting fines, penalties or forfei­
tures; regulating the powers, duties and practice of justices of the peace, magis­
trates and constables; changing the names of persons, places, lakes or rivers; 
for opening and conducting of elections, or fixing or changing the places of vot­
ing; authorizing the adoption or legitimation of children, changing the law of 
descent or succession; conferring rights upon minors; declaring any named 
person of age; giving effect to informal or invalid wills or deeds, or affecting 
the estates of minors or persons under disability; locating or changing county 
seats; regulating the management of public schools, the building or repairing 
of schoolhouses, and the raising of money for such purposes; exempting prop­
erty from taxation, or regulating the rate of interest on money; creating cor­
porations, or amending, renewing, extending of explaining the charters thereof ; 
granting to any corporation, association or individual any special or exclusive 
privilege, immunity or franchise whatever, or authorizing public taxation for a 
private purpose: Provided, however, that the inhibitions of local or special 
laws in this section shall not be construed to prevent the passage of general laws 
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on any of the subjects enumerated. The legislature may repeal any existing 
special or local law, but shall not amend, extend or modify any of the same. 

Adopted November 8, 1881. Amended November 8, 1892. 
1. Pr ior t o a m e n d m e n t of 1892—35-155, 27+924; 37-264, 33+800; 37-322, 34+164; 

38-366, 38+95; 40-7, 41+232, 2 L. R. A. 418; 47-272, 50+128; 48-236, 51+112, 31 Am. St. 
Rep. 650; 50-47, 52+380; 52-9, 53+1016; 53-279, 55+134; 60-178, 62+267; 61-185, 63+ 
489; 61-465, 63+1103; 61-542, 547,. 64+190; 64-16, 20, 65+956; 64-378, 67+202; 65-406, 
68+66; 74-498, 504, 77+286; 75-30, 34, 77+563 ; 75-456, 78+115 ; 87-23, 91+18. 

2 . Subsequent to a m e n d m e n t of 1892—56-540, 58+150; 57-47,58+866; 59-522,529, 
61+678; 62-283, 64+813; 64-331, 67+77; 66-315,69+27, 34 L. R. A. 777, 61 Am. St. Rep. 
410; 66-519, 68+767, 69+925, 73+631, 35 L. R. A. 745; 06-536, 68+769; 67-379, 69+1094; 
69-206, 72+67, 38 L. R. A. 677, 65 Am. St. Rep. 565; 70-99, 72+843; 70-341, 73+184; 70-
358, 375, 73+171; 72-126, 75+8; 72-539, 75+745; 74-180, 77+38, 78+106; 76-15, 78+867; 
76-531, 79+535; 77-445, 80+623; 77-453, 80+620; 79-201, 81+912; 80-446, 448, 83+417, 50 
L. R. A. 660, 81 Am. St. Rep. 268; 81-359, 84+103, 51 L. R. A. 828, 83 Am. St. Rep. 379; 
81-486, 84+6; 83-295, 86+304; 84-377, 87+942; 84-439, 441, 87+1126; 85-279, 88+759, 56 
L. R. A. 757, 89 Am. St. Rep. 550; 85-437, 89+175, 57 L. R. A. 297, 89 Am. St. Rep. 5 7 1 : 
87-146, 152, 91+300; 89-492, 95+305; 90-375, 96+916; 90-420, 97+115; 90-474, 97+124; 
90-477, 97+125; 91-447, 98+325, 64 L. R. A. 510, 103 Am. St. Rep. 521 ; 91-513, -98+648; 
92-436, 100+97; 93-55, 100+659; 93-457, 101+966; 96-119, 104+678; 140+339; 129 Fed. 657; 
64 C. C. A. 169. Application, in general (99-340, 109+697). Class legislation (101-454, 112+ 
872; 103-331, 115+167, 123 Am. St. Rep. 332; 109-147, 123+408, 134 Am. St. Rep. 759; 
111-85, 126+527; 111-301, 126+1068, 29 L. R. A. [N. S.] 331, 137 Am. St. Rep. 557; 114-
122, 130+545, 33 L. R. A. [N. S.] 494, Ann. Gas. 1913B, 1030; 116-115, 133+398, Ann. Cas. 
1913A, 555; 117-186, 134+496). Local and special laws (97-322, 106+345; 97-369, 106+348; 
97-402, 106+477, 5 L. R. A. [N. S.] 327; 98-530, 106+1133; 104-378, 116+922; 105-403, 117+ 
6 1 1 ; 110-324, 125+273 ; 114-78, 130+76). Amendments (105-178, 117+422). Changing county 
line (117-42, 134+299). 

§ 34. General laws—The legislature shall provide general laws for the trans­
action of any business that may be prohibited by section one of this amendment, 
and all such laws shall be uniform in their operation throughout the state. 

Adopted November 8, 1881. 
See cases cited under preceding section. 

§ 35. Freedom of markets—Monopolies—Any combination of persons, ei­
ther as individuals or as members or officers of any corporation, to monopolize 
the marke.ts for food products in this state, or to interfere with, or restrict the 
freedom of such markets, is hereby declared to be a criminal conspiracy, and 
shall be punished in such manner as the legislature may provide. 

Adopted November 6, 1888. 
Cited (107-506, 121+395, 23 L>. R. A. [N. S.] 1260). . 

§ 36. Cities and villages may adopt charters—Classification of cities for 
legislative purposes—Any city or village in this state may frame a charter 
for its own government as a city consistent with and subject to the laws of 
this state, as follows: The legislature shall provide, under such restrictions 
as it deems proper, for a board of fifteen freeholders, who shall be and for 
the past five years shall have been qualified voters thereof, to be appointed by 
the district judges of the judicial district in which the city or village is sit­
uated, as the legislature may determine, for a term in no event to exceed six 
years, which board shall, within six months after its appointment, return to 
the chief magistrate of said.city or village a draft of said charter, signed by 
the members of said board, or a majority thereof. Such charter shall be sub­
mitted to the qualified voters of such city or village at the next election 
thereafter, and if four-sevenths of the qualified voters voting at such election 
shall ratify the same it shall, at the end of thirty days thereafter, become 
the charter of such city or village as a city, and supersede"any existing char­
ter and amendments thereof: Provided, that in cities having patrol limits 
now established, such charter shall require a three-fourths majority vote of 
the qualified voters voting at such election to change the patrol limits now 
established. Before any city shall incorporate under this act the legislature 
shall prescribe by law the general limits within which such charter shall be 
framed. Duplicate certificates shall be made setting forth the charter pro­
posed and its ratification, which shall be signed by the chief magistrate of 
said city or village and authenticated by its corporate seal. One of said cer­
tificates shall be deposited in the office of the secretary of state, and the oth­
er, after being recorded in the office of the register of deeds for the county 
in which such city or. village lies, shall be deposited among the archives of 

G.S. M I N N . '13-131. 
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such city or village, and all courts shall take judicial notice thereof. Such 
charter so deposited may be amended by proposal therefor made by a board 
of fifteen commissioners aforesaid, published for at least thirty days in three 
newspapers of general circulation in such city or village, and accepted by 
three-fifths of the qualified voters of such city or village voting at the next 
election and not otherwise; but such charter shall always be in harmony 
with and subject to the constitution and laws of the state of Minnesota. The 
legislature may prescribe the duties of the commission relative to submitting 
amendments of charter to the vote, of the people, and shall provide that upon 
application of five per cent, of the legal voters of any such city or village, by 
written petition, such commission shall submit to the vote of the people pro­
posed amendments to such charter set forth in said petition. The board of 
freeholders above provided for shall be permanent, and all the vacancies by 
death, disability to perform duties, resignation or removal from the corpo­
rate limits, or expiration of term of office, shall be filled by appointment in 
the sapie manner as the original board was created, and said board shall al­
ways contain its full complement of members. It shall be a feature of all 
such charters that there shall be provided, among other things, for a mayor 
or chief magistrate, and a legislative body of either one or two houses; if of 
two houses, at least one of them shall be elected by general vote of the elec­
tors. In submitting any such charter or amendment thereto to the qualified 
voters of such city or village any alternate section or article may be pre­
sented for the choice of the voters, and may be voted on separately without 
prejudice to other articles or sections of the charter or any amendments 
thereto. The legislature may provide general laws relating to affairs of 
cities, the application of which may be limited to cities of over fifty thousand 
inhabitants, or to cities of fifty and not less than twenty thousand inhabit­
ants, or to cities of twenty and not less than ten thousand inhabitants,, or to 
cities of ten thousand inhabitants or less, which shall apply equally to all 
such cities of either class, and which shall be paramount while in force to the 
provisions relating to the same matter included in the local charter herein 
provided for. But no local charter, provision or ordinance passed thereunder 
shall supersede any general law of the state defining or punishing crimes or 
misdemeanors. 

Adopted November 3, 1896. Amended November 8, 1S98. 
77-445, 80+623; 81-79, 83+498; 81-189, 83+536; 81-220. 83+984; 84-81, 86+784; 86-136, 

90+160; 87-23, 91+18; 87-146, 91+300; 87-3S1, 386, 92+328; 90-420, 97+115 ; 93-55, 100+ 
659; 93-59, 61. 100+470; 101+941, 66 L. E. A. 441, 106 Am. St. Rep. 427, 2 Ann. Gas. 580; 
95-220, 103+882, 5 Ann. Oas. 253. Classification of cities (97-62, 106+106; 97-402, 106+ 
477, 5 Tu. R. A. [N. S.] 327; 104-378, 116+922; 105-84, 117+157; 105-256, 117+610, 127 
Am. St. Rep. 560; 107-465, 121+221; 110-324, 125+273). Application of general laws (101-
62, 111+840: 106-94, 118+259, 19 L. R. A. [N. S.] 689, 16 Ann. Cas. 169; 112-136, 127+473). 
Scope of charter (115-267, 132+265). "Legislative body" (97-147, 106+306; 117-458, 136+264, 
41 L. R. A. [N. S.] 111). "Mayor or chief magistrate" (117-458, 136+264, 41 L. R. A. [N. S.] 
111). "Crimes or misdemeanors" (107-500, 120+1081). Amendment—publication (98-113, 107+ 
728). Judicial notice of amendment (120-1, 138+939). When charter becomes effective (140+ 
182). 

ARTICLE 5 

T H E E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T 

§ 1. Composition—The executive department shall consist of a governor, 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, and attorney gen­
eral, who shall be chosen by the electors of the state. 

20-363, 314; 69-187, 191, 72+65; 72-200, 210, 75+210; 108-388, 122+251. 

§ 2. Canvassing election returns—The returns of every election for the 
officers named in the foregoing section, shall be made to the secretary of 
state, who shall call to his assistance two or more of the judges of the su­
preme court, and two disinterested judges of the district courts of the state, 
who shall constitute a board of canvassers, who shall open and canvass said 
returns and declare the result within three days after such canvass. 

As amended November 6, 1877. 

§ 3. Qualifications of governor and lieutenant governor—Term—The term 
of office for the governor and lieutenant governor shall be two years, and 
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until their successors are chosen and qualified. Each shall have attained the 
age of twenty-five years, and shall have been a bona fide resident of the state 
for one year next preceding his election. Both shall be citizens of the United 
States. 

§ 4. Powers and duties of governor—The governor shall communicate by 
message to each session of the legislature such information touching the 
state and condition of the country as he may deem expedient. He shall be 
commander-in-chief of the military and naval forces, and may call out such 
forces to execute the laws, to suppress insurrection, and to repel invasion. 
He may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the 
executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their re­
spective offices; and he shall have power, in conjunction with the board of 
pardons, of which the governor shall be ex officio a member, and the other 
members of which shall consist of the attorney general of the state of Min­
nesota and the chief justice of the supreme court of the state of Minnesota, 
and whose powers and duties shall be defined and regulated by law, to grant 
reprieves and pardons after conviction for offences against the state, except 
in cases of impeachment. He shall have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, to appoint a state librarian and notaries public, and 
such other officers as may be provided by law. He shall have power to ap­
point, commissioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or other instru­
ments in writing, to be used in the state. He shall have a negative upon all 
laws passed by the legislature, under such rules and limitations as are in this 
constitution prescribed. He may on extraordinary occasions convene both 
houses of the legislature. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe­
cuted, fill any vacancy that may occur in the office of secretary of state, treas­
urer, auditor, attorney general, and such other state and district offices as 
may be hereafter created by law, until the next annual election, and until 
their successors are chosen and qualified. 

As amended November 3, 1S96. 
9-283, 267; 69-311, 72+117; 100-499, 111+294, 639, 10 Ann. Cas. 425; 107-420, 120+ 

753; 116-313, 133+857, 39 L. R. A. (N. S.) 788; Ann. Cas. 1913B, 785; 118-380, 137+2, 
41 L. R. A. (N. S.) 524. 

§ 5. Terms of state officers—Salaries—The official term of the secretary 
of state, treasurer and attorney general, shall b e two years. The official term 
of the state auditor shall be four years, and each shall continue in office until 
his successor shall have been elected and qualified. The further duties, and 
the salaries of said executive officers, ghall each be prescribed by law. 

As amended November 6, 1883. 
31-460, 18+316. 

§ 6. Lieutenant governor—The lieutenant governor shall be ex officio 
president of the senate; and in case a vacancy should occur, from any cause 
whatever, in the office of governor, he shall be governor during such vacancy. 
The compensation of lieutenant governor shall be double the compensation 
of a state senator. Before the close of each session of the senate they shall 
elect a president pro tempore, who shall be lieutenant governor in case a va­
cancy should occur in that office. 

72-200, 210, 75+210. 

§ 7. Terms of first state officers—The term of each.of the executive offi­
cers named in this article, shall commence on taking the oath of office on or 
after the first day of May, 1858, and continue until the first Monday of Jan­
uary, 1860, except the auditor, who shall continue in office till the first Mon­
day of January, 1861, and until their successors shall have been duly elected 
and qualified; and the same above mentioned time for qualification and entry 
upon the duties of their respective offices shall extend and.apply to all other 
officers elected under the state constitution, who have not already taken the 
oath of office, and commenced the performance of their official duties. 

As amended April 15,1858. 
22-67, 71. 
§ 8. Oath of office—Each officer created by this article shall, before enter­

ing upon his duties, take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution 
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of the United States and of this state, and faithfully discharge the duties of 
his office to the best of his judgment and ability. 

104-252, 116+486, 16 L. K. A. (N. S.) 1058. 

§ 9. Duties of legislature—Laws shall be passed at the first session of the 
legislature after the state is admitted into the Union to carry out the provi­
sions of this article. 

ARTICLE 6 

THE JUDICIARY 

§ 1. Courts—The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme 
court, district courts, courts of probate, justices of the peace, and such other 
courts, inferior to the supreme court, as the legislature may from time to 
time establish by a two-thirds vote. 

5-78, 58, 77 Am. Dec. 539; 6-183, 117; 15-102, 77; 19-132, 99, 18 Am. Rep. 334; 31-
189, 17+276; 35-172, 28+190; 37-15, 33+115 ; 37-174, 33+778; 67-379, 382, 69+1094; 68-
388, 391, 71+402; 74-498, 502, 77+286; 97-221, 106+904; 99-340, 109+697; 100-499, 111+ 
294,639; 112-136, 127+473; 46 Fed. 162. 

§ 2. Supreme court—The supreme court shall consist of one chief justice 
and two associate justices, but the number of associate justices may be in­
creased to a number not exceeding four, by the legislature, by a two-thirds 
vote, when it shall be deemed necessary. It shall have original jurisdiction 
in such remedial cases as may be prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases, both in law and equity, but there shall be no trial by jury in said 
court. It shall hold one or more terms in each year, as the legislature may 
direct, at the seat of government, and the legislature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term in each year shall be held in each or any judicial 
district. I t shall be the duty of such court to appoint a reporter of its deci­
sions. There shall be chosen, by the qualified electors of the state, one clerk 
of the supreme court, who shall hold his office for the term of four years, and 
until his successor is duly elected and qualified; and the judges of the su­
preme court, or a majority of them, shall have the power to fill any vacancy 
in the office of clerk of the supreme court until an election can be regularly 
had. 

As amended November 6, 1883. 
2-342. 294; 3-141, 86; 4-366, 275; 9-166, 153; 10-39, 22; 10-369; 295; 11-384, 278, 

88 Am. bee. 88; 12-221, 141; 18-384, 345; 25-404, 427; 25-558; 28-40, 8+899; 28-362, 
364, 10+17; 31-189, 17+276; 40-213. 41+1020, 3 L. R. A. 510; 64-207, 208, 66+264; 96-
128, 104+888. "Remedial cases" (99-313, 109+404). Appellate jurisdiction (103-129, 114+651. 
See R. L. §§ 69-74 [118-123]). 

§ 3. Same—Election of judges—Term—Assignment of district court 
judges—The judges of the supreme court shall be elected by the electors of 
the state at large, and their term of office shall be six years, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified. Whenever all or a majority of the judg­
es of the supreme court shall, from any cause, be disqualified from sitting in 
any case in said court, the governor, or, if he shall be interested in the result 
of such case, then the lieutenant governor shall assign judges of the district 
court of the state,1 who shall sit in such case in place of such disqualified 
judges, with all the powers and duties of judges of the supreme court. 

As amended November 7, 1876, and November 6, 18S3. 
64-207, 208, 66+264. 
§ 4. Judicial districts—District court judges—The state shall be divided 

by the legislature into judicial districts, which shall be composed of contigu­
ous territory, be. bounded by county lines, and contain a population as nearly 
equal as may be practicable. In each judicial district, one or more judges, 
as the legislature may prescribe, 'shall be elected by the electors thereof, 
whose term of office shall be six years, and each of said judges shall sever­
ally have and exercise the powers of the court under such limitations as may 
be prescribed by law. Every district judge shall at the time of his election 
be a resident of the district for which he shall be elected, and shall reside 
therein.during his continuance in office. In case any court of common pleas 
heretofore established shall be abolished, the judge of such court may be con­
stituted by the legislature one of the judges of the district court of the dis-
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trict wherein such court has been so established for a period not exceeding 
the unexpired term for which he was elected. 

As amended November 2, 1875, and November 6, 1883. 
14-447, 333 ; 37-15, 33+115 ; 64-207, 208, 66+264. 

§ 5. Jurisdiction of district courts—The district courts shall have original 
jurisdiction in all civil cases, both in law and equity, where the amount in 
controversy exceeds one hundred dollars, and in all criminal cases where the 
punishment shall exceed three months' imprisonment or a fine of more than 
one hundred dollars, and shall have such appellate jurisdiction as may be 
prescribed by law. The legislature may provide by law that the judge of one 
district may discharge the duties of the judge of any other district not his 
own, when convenience or the public interest may require it. 

4-13, 1 ; 6-110, 5 3 ; 10-369, 295; 11-384, 278, 88 Am. Dec. 8 8 ; 12-221, 141 ; 14-439, 
330; 36-234, 30+764; 52-283, 293, 53+1157; 66-213, 215, 68+976. See R. L. §§ 90-105 [143-
168]. 

§ 6. Judges of supreme and district courts—Qualifications—Compensa­
tion—The judges of the supreme and district courts shall be men learned in 
the law, and shall receive such compensation at stated times as may be pre­
scribed by the legislature; which compensation shall not be diminished dur­
ing their continuance in office, but they shall receive no other fee or reward 
for their services. 

74-498, 503, 77+286. 

§ 7. Probate courts—There shall be established in each organized county 
in the state a probate court, which shall be a court of record, and be held at 
such times and places as may be prescribed by law. It shall be held by one 
judge, who shall be elected by the voters of the county for the term of two 
years. He shall be a resident of such county at the time of his election, and 
reside therein during his continuance in office; and his compensation shall be 
provided by law. He may appoint his own clerk where none has been 
elected; but the legislature may authorize the election, by the electors of any 
county, of one clerk or register of probate for such county, whose powers, 
duties, term of office and compensation shall be prescribed by law. A probate 
court shall have jurisdiction over the estates of deceased persons and persons 
under guardianship, but no other jurisdiction, except as prescribed by this 
constitution. 

9-283, 267; 10-369, 295 ; 11-384, 278, 88 Am. Dec. 8 8 ; 20-313, 271 ; 22-336, 338; 23 -51 ; 
24-143, 147.; 30-29, 14+58; 30-277, 2S0, 15+245; 33-94, 22+10; 37-225, 232, 33+792; 39-
18, 21, 38+609; 40-230, 41+977; 50-353, 52+935, 16 L. R. A. 691, 36 Am. S t Rep. 651 ; 
55-111, 56+583; 61-520, 525, 63+1072; 64-207, 208, 66+264; 64-371, 372, G7+207; 68 -
388, 391, 71-4-402; 72-19, 74+899; 77-218, 221, 79+S2S, 77 Am. St. Rep. 671 ; 83-215, 218, 
86+1; 84-289, 292, 87+783; 84-353, 355, 87+944; 86-140, 90+378; 89-269, 274, 94+879; 
95-455, 104+302, 5 Ann. Cas. 4 7 1 ; 103-325, 115+173; 104-322, 116+590; 112-279, 128+18; 
187 U. S. 211, 23 Sup. Ct. 52, 47 t,. Ed. 147. See R. U § 3622 [7200]. 

§ 8. Justices of the peace—The legislature shall provide for the election 
of a sufficient number of justices of the peace in each county, whose term of 
office shall be two years, and whose duties and compensation shall be pre­
scribed by law: Provided, that no justice of the peace shall have jurisdiction 
of any civil cause where the amount in controversy shall exceed one hundred 
dollars, nor in a criminal cause where the punishment shall exceed three 
months' imprisonment, or a fine of over one hundred dollars, nor in any cause 
involving the title to real estate. 

8-387, 344; 16-474, 426; 18-66, 5 1 ; 27-29, 6+407; 29-187, 12+529; 35-172, 28+190; 
39-65, 38+926; 40-63, 41+363; 42-147, 43+845; 50-353, 52+935, 16 L. R. A. 691, 36 Am. 
St. Rep. 651 ; 54-338, 56+47; 68-437, 438, 71+619; 74-242, 76+1129; 97-221, 106+904; 
97-355, 105+965; 105-440, 117+844; 114-136, 130+79. See R. L. §§ 3882-3888 [7500-7502]. 

§ 9. Election of other judges—All judges other than those provided for 
in this constitution shall be elected by the electors of the judicial district, 
county, or city, for which they shall be created, not for a longer term than 
seven years. 

97-221, 106+904. 

§ 10. Vacancies—In case the office of any judge shall become vacant be­
fore the expiration of the regular term for which he was elected, the vacancy 
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shall be filled by appointment by the governor, until a successor is elected 
and qualified. And such successor shall be elected at the first annual election 
that occurs more than thirty days after the vacancy shall have happened. 

9-283, 267; 22-336; 22-482. 

§ 11. Supreme and district judges not to hold other office—The justices 
of the supreme court and the district courts shall hold no office under the 
United States, nor any other office under this state. And all votes for either 
of them for any elective office under this constitution, except a judicial office 
given by the legislature or the people, during their continuance in office, shall 
be void. 

63-147, 151, 65+262, 30 L. R. A. 630, 56 Am. St. Rep. 459. 

§ 12. Change of judicial districts—The legislature may at any time change 
the number of judicial districts or their boundaries, when it shall be deemed 
expedient; but no such change shall vacate the office of any judge. 

§ 13. Clerk of district court—There shall be elected in each county where 
a district court shall be held, one clerk of said court, whose qualifications, 
duties, and compensation shall be prescribed by law, and whose term of office 
shall be four years. 

15-221, 172, 2 Am. Rep. 116; 29^87, 12+145; 46-126, 48+603; 64-207, 66+264; S9-269, 
274, 94+879. 

§ 14. Pleadings—Process—Conclusion of indictments—Legal pleadings 
and proceedings in the courts of this state shall be under the direction of the 
legislature. The style of all process shall be, "The State of Minnesota," and 
all indictments shall conclude, "against the peace and dignity of the state of 
Minnesota." 

9-55, 44; 11-194, 126; 12-80, 43 ; 12-255, 166; 19-17, 1; 116-115, 133+398, Ann. Cas. 
1913A, 555. Conclusion (97-355, 105+965). 

§ 15. Court commissioners—The legislature may provide for the election 
of one person in each organized county in this state, to be called a court com­
missioner, with judicial power and jurisdiction not exceeding the power and 
jurisdiction of a judge of the district court at chambers; or the legislature 
may, instead of such election, confer'such power and jurisdiction upon judges 
of probate in the state. 

3-352, 249; 37-15, 33+115; 64-226, 229, 66+969; 91-5, 7, 97+37L 

ARTICLE 7 

E L E C T I V E F R A N C H I S E ' 

§ 1. Persons entitled to vote—Every male person of the age of twenty-
one years or upwards, belonging to either of the following classes, who has 
resided in this state six months next preceding any election, shall be entitled 
to vote at. such election in the election district of which he shall at the time 
have been for thirty days a resident, for all officers that now are, or hereafter 
may be, elective by the people. 
, 1. Citizens of the United States who have been such for the period of three 

months next preceding any election. 
2. Persons of mixed white and Indian blood, who have adopted the cus­

toms and habits of civilization. 
3. Persons of Indian blood residing in this state, who have adopted the 

language, customs and habits of civilization, after an examination before any 
district court of the state, in such manner as may be provided by law, and 
shall have been pronounced by said court capable of enjoying the rights of 
citizenship within the state. 

As amended November 3, 1868, November 3, 1896. 
3-240, 164, 74 Am. Dec. 749; 37-26, 32+788; 45-309, 310, 47+802, 11 L. R. A. 272, 22 

Am. St. Rep. 729; 60-325, 326, 62+259; 71-311, 317, 73+956; 87-221, 224, 91+604, 840; 
96-442, 105+490; 119-152, 137+385. 

§ 2. Persons not entitled to vote—No person not belonging to one of the 
classes specified in the preceding section; no person who has been convicted 
of treason or any felony, unless restored to civil rights; and no person under 
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guardianship, or who may be non compos mentis or insane, shall be entitled 
or permitted to vote at any election in this state. 

45-309, 310, 47+802, 11 L. R. A. 272, 22 Am. St. Rep. 729; 102-104, 112+1026, 12 Ann. 
Cas. 105. 

§ 3. Residence not lost—For the purpose of voting, no person shall be 
deemed to have lost a residence by reason of his absence while employed in 
the service of the United States; nor while engaged upon the waters of this 
state or of the United States; nor while.a student of any seminary of learn­
ing; nor while kept at any almshouse or other asylum; nor while confined 
in any public prison. 

§ 4. Soldiers and sailors—No soldier, seaman, or marine in the army or 
navy of the United States shall be deemed a resident of this state in conse­
quence of being stationed within the same. 

§ 5. Civil process suspended on election day—rDuring the day on which 
any election shall be held, no person shall be arrested by virtue of any civil 
process. 

§ 6. Elections to be by ballot—All elections shall be by ballot, except for 
such town officers as may be directed by law to be otherwise chosen. 

26-107, 1+825; 119-152, 137+3S5. Voting machines (99-261, 109+113, 698, 7 L. R. A. [N. 
S.] 621, 9 Ann. Cas. 270). 

§ 7. Eligibility to office—Every person who by the provisions of this ar­
ticle shall be entitled to vote at any election shall be eligible to any office 
which now is, or hereafter shall be, elective by the people in the district 
wherein he shall have resided thirty days previous to such election, 'except 
as otherwise provided in this constitution, or the constitution and laws of 
the United States. 

3-240, 164, 74 Am. Dec. 749; 23-17; 45-309, 310, 47+802, 11 L. R. A. 272, 22 Am. St. 
Rep. 729; 58-219, 59+1006; 60-325, 326, 62+259; 87-308, 92+4, 59 L. R. A. 447, 94 Am. 
St. Rep. 702; 102-104, 112+1026, 12 Ann. Cas. 105; 119-152, 137+385. 

§ 8. Women—Women may vote for school officers and members of li­
brary boards, and shall be eligible to hold any office pertaining to the man­
agement of schools or libraries. Any woman of the age of twenty-one years 
and upward and possessing the qualifications requisite to a male voter, may 
vote at any election held for the purpose of choosing any officers of schools 
or any members of library boards, or upon any measure relating to schools 
or libraries, and shall be eligible to hold any office pertaining to the manage­
ment of schools and libraries. 

Adopted November 2, 1875. Amended November 8, 1898. 
71-311, 317, 73+956 ; 74-110, 112, 76+964; 120-443, 139+949. 

§ 9. Official year—Terms of officê — General elections—The official year 
for the state of Minnesota shall commence on the first Monday in January in 
each year, and all terms of office shall terminate at that time; and the general 
election shall beheld on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 
The first general election for state and county officers, except judicial officers, 
after the adoption of this amendment, shall be held in the year 1884, and there­
after the general election shall be held biennially. All state, county, or other 
officers elected at any general election, whose terms of office would otherwise 
expire on the first Monday of January, 1886, shall hold and continue in such 
offices, respectively, until the first Monday in January, 1887. 

Adopted November 6, 1883. 
109-18, 122+462. 

ARTICLE 8 

SCHOOL FUNDS, EDUCATION AND SCIENCE 

§ 1. Uniform system of public schools—The stability of a republican form 
of government depending'mainly upon the intelligence of the people, it shall be 
the duty of the legislature to establish a general and uniform system of public 
schools. 

17-412, 3 9 1 ; 25-1, 5, 33 Am. Rep. 450; 49-106, 108, 51+814. 

§ 2. School and swamp lands—School funds from sale of—The proceeds 
of such lands as are or hereafter may be granted by the United States. for the 
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use of schools within each township in this state shall remain a perpetual school 
fund to the state; and not more than one-third of said lands may be sold in 
two years, one-third in five years, and one-third in ten years-; but the lands of 
the greatest valuation shall be sold first: Provided, that no portion of said lands 
shall be sold otherwise than at public sale. The principal of all funds arising 
from sales or other disposition of lands or other property, granted or intrusted 
to this state in each township for educational purposes, shall forever be pre­
served inviolate and undiminished; and the income arising from the lease or 
sale of said school land shall be distributed to the different townships throughout 
the state, in proportion to the number of scholars in each township, between the 
ages of five and twenty-one years; and-shall be faithfully applied to the specific 
objects of the original grants or appropriations. Suitable laws shall be enacted 
by the legislature for the safe investment of the principal of all funds which 
have heretofore arisen or which may hereafter arise from the sale or other dis­
position of such lands, or the income from such lands accruing in any way be­
fore the sale or disposition thereof, in interest-bearing bonds of the United 
States, or of the state of Minnesota issued after the year 1860, or of such other 
state as the legislature may by law from time to time direct. All swamp lands 
now held by the state, or that may hereafter accrue to the state, shall be ap­
praised and sold in the same manner and by the same officers, and the minimum 
price shall be the same less one-third, as is provided by law for the appraisement 
and sale of the school lands under the provisions of title one of chapter thirty-
eight of the General Statutes. The principal of all funds derived from sales of 
swamp lands as aforesaid shall forever be preserved inviolate and undiminished. 
One-half of the proceeds of said principal shall be appropriated to the common 
school fund of the state; the remaining one-half shall be appropriated to the 
educational and charitable institutions of the state in the relative ratio of cost to 
support said institutions. - . 

As amended November 2, 1875, and November 8, 1881. 
85-165, 194, 88+533. Adverse possession (102-55, 112+860; 104-123, 116+210). Mineral 

leases (99-220, 108+958, 9 Ann. Cas. 520). Eailroad right of way (112-46, 127+431). 

§ 3. Public schools in each township—No appropriation for sectarian 
schools—rThe legislature shall make such provisions, by taxation or otherwise, 
as, with the income arising from the school fund, will secure a thorough and 
efficient system of public schools in each township in the state. But in no case 
shall the moneys derived as aforesaid, or any portion thereof, or any public 
moneys or property, be appropriated or used for the support of schools wherein 
the distinctive doctrines, creed or tenets of any particular Christian or other . 
religious sect are promulgated or taught. 

As amended November 6, 1877. 
17-412, 391. 

§ 4. University of Minnesota—The location of the university of Minne­
sota, as established by existing laws, is hereby confirmed, and said institution 
is hereby declared to be the "University of the State of Minnesota." All the 
rights, immunities, franchises and endowments heretofore granted or conferred 
are hereby perpetuated unto the said university; and all lands which may be 
granted hereafter by Congress, or other donations for said university purposes, 
sha'l vest in the institution referred to in this section. 

bS-165, 194, 88+533; 104-359, 116+650. 

§ 5. Loan of school funds—The permanent school funds of the state may 
be loaned upon interest at the rate of five per cent, per annum to the several 
counties or school districts of the state, to be used in the erection of county or 
school buildings. No such loan shall be made until approved by a board con­
sisting of the governor, the state auditor and the state treasurer, who are hereby 
constituted an investment board for the purpose of the loans hereby authorized; 
nor shall any such loan be for an amount exceeding three per cent, of the last 
preceding assessed valuation of the real estate of the county or school district 
receiving the same. The state auditor shall annually, at the time of certifying 
the state tax to the several county auditors, also certify to each auditor to whose 
county, or to any of the school districts of whose county any such loan shall have 
been made, the tax necessary to be levied to meet the accruing interest or prin-
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cipal of any such loan, and it shall be the duty of every such county auditor 
forthwith to levy and extend such tax upon all the taxable property of his coun­
ty, or of the several school districts, respectively, liable for such loans, as the 
case may be; and in all such cases the tax so assessed shall be fifty per cent, in 
excess of the amount actually necessary to be raised on account of such accruing 
principal or interest. It shall be levied, collected and paid into the county and 
state treasuries in the same manner as state taxes, and any excess collected over 
the amount of such principal or interest accruing in any given year shall be 
credited to the general funds of the respective counties or school districts. No 
change of the boundaries of any school district after the making of any such 
loan shall operate to withdraw any property from the taxation herein provided 

. for; nor shall any law be passed extending the time of payment of any such 
principal or interest, or reducing the rate of such interest, or in any manner 
waiving or impairing any rights of the state in connection with any such loan. 
Suitable laws, not inconsistent with this amendment, may be passed by the leg­
islature for the purpose of carrying the same into effect. 

Adopted November 2, 1886. 

§ 6. Investment of school funds—The permanent school and university 
fund of this state may be invested in the bonds of any county, school district, 
city, town or village of this state, but no such investment shall be made until 
approved by the board of commissioners designated by law to regulate the in­
vestment of the permanent school fund and the permanent university fund of 
this state; nor shall such loan or investment be made when the bonds to be 
issued or purchased would make the entire bonded indebtedness exceed fifteen 
per cent, of the assessed valuation of the taxable real property of the county, 
school district, city, town or village issuing such bonds; nor shall such loans or 
indebtedness be made at a lower rate of interest than three per cent, per annum, 
nor for a shorter period than five years, nor for a longer period than twenty 
years, and no change of the town, school district, city, village, or of county lines 
shall relieve the real property in such town, school district, county, village or 
city in this state at the time of the issuing of such bonds from any liability fo' 
taxation to pay such bonds. 

Adopted November 3, 1896. Amended November 8, 1904. 

ARTICLE 9 

FINANCES OF THE STATE, AND BANKS AND BANKING 

§ 1. Power of taxation—The power of taxation shall never be surrendered, 
suspended or contracted away. Taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of 
subjects, and shall be levied and collected for public purposes, but public bury­
ing grounds, public school houses, public hospitals, academies, colleges, univer­
sities, and all seminaries of learning, all churches, church property, and houses 
of worship, institutions of purely public charity, and public property used ex­
clusively for any public purpose, shall be exempt from taxation, and there may 
be exempted from taxation personal property not exceeding in value $200, for 
each household, individual or head of a family, as the legislature may determine: 
Provided, that the legislature may authorize municipal corporations to levy and 
collect assessments for local improvements upon property benefited thereby with­
out regard to a cash valuation, and provided further, that nothing herein con­
tained shall be construed to affect, modify or repeal any existing law providing 
for the taxation of the gross earnings of railroads. 

Historical—This amendment to article 9, to take the place of sections 1, 2, 3, and 4, and 
the amendment added to the end of said article adopted in 1896 (§ 17), and to be known as 
section 1 of said article 9, was adopted November 6, 1906. See 1907 p. ix ; 106-392, 119+408. 

PRIOR TO AMENDMENT OF 1906 
1. Generally—8-366, 326; 9-273, 258; 11-78. 4 5 ; 13-219, 205; 14-252, 185; 20-74, 

5 9 ; 20-396, 347; 22-312, 21 Am. Rep. 765; 22-328; 22-366, 369; 22-400; 22-494, 506; 
23-232; 23-280 ,286; 23-469,474; 28-197, 9+681; 36-467, 31+942; 39-110,38+803; 40-
232, 41+948, 2 L. R. A. 701; 40-512, 41+465; 50-248, 52+85S; 50-290, 297, 52+652; 56 -
156, 161, 57+464; 63-80, 65+138; 64-292, 67+68; 68-353, 71+265; 69-170, 71+931; 7 1 -
283, 73+970; 72-200, 222, 75+210; 72-528, 75+711; 73-417, 428, 76+217; 74-197, 77+40; 
74-498, 501, 77+286; 76-96, 104, 78+1032, 57 L. R. A. 6 3 ; 76-155, 163, 78+962, 1117; 77-
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43, 47, 79+591; 77-433, 437, 80+626; 80-277, 83+339; 85-457, 89+66; 92-436, 100+97; 
96-13, 104+571; 97-1.1, 106+93, 6 L. R. A. (N. S.) 732, 7 Ann. Cas. 1056. 

2. Special assessments—8-366, 326; 20-468, 424; 27-509, 8+755; 33-198, 22+444, 
53 Am. Rep. 23 ; 33-235, 22+625; 36-430, 31+517; 37-343, 34+222; 38-371, 38+97 ; 50-204, 
52+523; 55-278, 56+1006; 59-522, 61+678; 61-542, 548, 64+190; 65-310, 67+997, 33 L. 
R. A. 432, 60 Am. St. Rep. 475; 66-161, 68+860; 72-87, 75+108, 42 L. R. A. 639; 73-343, 
76+204; 75-292, 77+968; 80-293, 300, 83+183; 80-325,' 83+180, 49 h. R. A. 757, 81 Am. 
St. Rep. 256; 82-359, 85+175; 82-390, 85+207, 86+611, 53 L. R. A. 421; 84-472, 88+6; 87-23, 
25, 91+18; 87-146, 91+300; 97-378, 107+151; 98-63, 107+726; 98-113, 107+728: 103-236, 
114+758; 114-80, 130+77. 
3. Inheritance tax—79-175, 81+839, 47 L. R. A. 525, 79 Am. St. Rep. 446; 87-500, 

92+415, 94 Am. St. Rep. 718; 90-180, 95+764; 97-11,' 106+93, 6 L. R. A. (N. S.) 732, 7 
Ann. Cas. 1056. 

4. Equality and uniformity—99-145, 108+828; 103-419, 115+645, 1039; 106-303, . 
119+202; 107-319, 119+1058. 

SUBSEQUENT TO AMENDMENT OP 1906 
5 . Classification—Uniformity—Mortgage registry tax law constitutional (104-179, 116+ 

572; 114-95, 130+445). Tax on occupation of peddling held unconstitutional (109-147,' 123+ 
408, 134 Am. St. Rep. 759). Taxation of money and credits constitutional (117-159, 134+643). 
Rural highway act constitutional (117-490, 136+5, 40 L. R. A. [N. S.] 173). 

UNDER SUPERSEDED SECTIONS 

§ 2. Annual tax for ordinary expenses. 
20-74, 59; 22-366, 369; 29-474, 9+737; 69-187, 72+65; 96-13, 104+571; 106-303, 119+ 

202; 109-6, 122+469. 

§ 3. Property subject to taxation. 
1. Generally—7-258, 198; S-366, 326; 11-500,378; 14-252,185; 2 0 - 7 4 , 5 9 ; 21-315; 

22-366, 369; 23-280, 286; 23-469, 474; 56-156, 161, 57+464; 64-292, 293, 67+68; 72 -
200, 222, 75+210; 73-417, 428, 76+217; 74-197, 77+40; 80-277, 83+339; 85-457, 89+66; 
96-13, 104+571; 107-319, 119+1058. See R. L. § 794 [1969]. 

2 . Exemptions—12-395, 280; 2 7 ^ 6 0 , 8+595, 38 Am. Rep. 298; 27-503, 8+761; 45-229, 
47+783, 11 L. R. A. 175; 51-437, 53+704, 18 L. R. A. 278; 52-144, 53+1133; 62-183, 64+ 
379, 29 L. R. A. 777; 63-80, 65+138; 73-343, 76+204; 85-165, 194, 88+533; 85-498 505, 
89+872; S7-165, 91+484; 90-92, 95+8S2 ; 93-191, 101+161; 95-4S9, 104+551; 105-170 117+ 
393, 17 L. R. A. (N. S.) 984, 15 Ann. Cas. 961. See R, L. § 795 [1970]. 

§ 4. Taxation of property employed in banking. 
11-500, 378; 20-74, 59 ; 22-366, 369; 23-280. 

§ 5. Public debt may be contracted—For the purpose of defraying ex­
traordinary expenditures, the state may contract public debts, but such debts 
shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 
every such debt shall be authorized by law, for some single object, to be dis­
tinctly specified therein; and no such law shall take effect until it shall have 
been passed by the vote of two-thirds of the members of each branch of the 
legislature, to be recorded by yeas and nays on the journals of each house re­
spectively ; and every such law shall levy a tax annually sufficient to pay the 
annual interest of such debt, and also a tax sufficient to pay the principal of 
such debt within ten years from the final passage of such law, and shall 
specially appropriate the proceeds of such taxes to the payment of such prin­
cipal and interest; and such appropriation and taxes shall not be repealed, 
postponed, or diminished, until the principal and interest of such debt shall 
have been wholly paid. The state shall never contract any debts for works 
of internal improvements, or be a party in carrying on such- works, except in 
cases where grants of land or other property shall have been made to the 
state, especially dedicated by the grant to specific purposes, and in such cases 
the state shall devote thereto the avails of such grants, and may pledge or 
appropriate the revenues derived from such works in aid of their comple­
tion. 

18-482, 432; 56-100, 57+331, 22 L. R. A. 857; 69-187, 72+65; 91-30, 97+454; 92-84, 
99+361, 1 Ann. Cas. 934. Public debts (109-6, 122+469). Works of internal improvement (108-
388, 122+251). 

§ 6. Bonds for public debt—All debts authorized by the preceding sec­
tion shall be contracted by loan on state bonds of amounts not less than five 
hundred dollars each on interest, payable within ten years after the final 
passage of the law authorizing such debt; and such bonds shall not be sold 
by the state under par. A correct registry of all such bonds shall be kept 
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by the treasurer, in numerical order, so as always to exhibit the number and 
amount unpaid, and to whom severally made payable. 

18-482, 432; 69-187, 72+65; 109-6, 122+469. 

§ 7. Public debt to repel invasion or suppress insurrection—The state 
shall never contract any public debt, unless in time of war, to repel inva­
sion or suppress insurrection, except in the cases and in the manner provided 
in the fifth and sixth sections of this article. 

69-187, 72+65 ; 109-6, 122+469. 

§ 8.. Application of loans—The money arising from any loan made, or 
debt or liability contracted, shall be applied to the object specified in the act 
authorizing such debt or liability, or to the repayment of such debt or'lia­
bility, and to no other purpose whatever. 

69-187, 72+65; 109-6, 122+469. 

§ 9. Payments out of treasury—No money shall ever be paid out of the 
treasury of this state except in pursuance of an appropriation by law. 

69-187, 191, 72+65. 

§ 10. State credit not to be loaned—The credit of the state shall never be 
given or loaned in aid of any individual, association or corporation. Nor shall 
there be any further issue of bonds denominated "Minnesota state railroad 
bonds," under what purports to be an amendment to section ten of article nine, 
of the constitution, adopted April 15, 1858, which is hereby expunged from the 
constitution, saving, excepting and reserving to the state, nevertheless, all rights, 
remedies and forfeitures accruing under said amendment. 

As amended November 6, 1860. 
2-13, 1; 4-309, 228; 11-180, 114; 14-297, 224; 18-482, 432 ; 22-67, 71; 29-555, 12+ 

519; 73^17, 427, 76+217; 75-118, 123, 77+568; 91-30, 97+454; 92-84, 99+361, 1 Ann. 
Cas. 934. 

§ 11. Publication of receipts* and expenditures—There shall be published 
by the treasurer, in at least one newspaper printed at the seat of government, 
during the first week in January of each year, and in the next volume of the 
acts of the legislature, detailed statements of all moneys drawn from the treas­
ury during the preceding year, for what purposes and to whom paid, and by what 
law authorized; and also of all moneys received,, and by what authority, and 
from whom. 

69-187, 191, 72+65. 

§ 12. State and school funds—Suitable laws shall be passed by the legisla­
ture for the safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of the state and school 
funds, and all officers and other persons charged with the same or any part of 
the same, or the safe-keeping thereof, shall be required to give ample security 
for all moneys and funds of any kind received by them, to make forthwith and 
keep an accurate entry of each sum received, and of each payment and transfer; 
and if any of said officers or other persons shall convert to his own use in any 
manner or form, or shall loan with or without interest, or shall deposit in his 
own name or otherwise than in the name of the state of Minnesota, or shall de­
posit in banks or with any person or persons, or exchange for other funds or 
property, any portion of the funds of the state or of the school funds aforesaid, 
except in the manner prescribed by law, every such act shall be and constitute 
an embezzlement of so much of the aforesaid state and school funds, or either 
of the same, as shall be thus taken, or loaned, or deposited, or exchanged, and 
shall be a felony; and any failure to pay over or produce, or account for, the 
state or school funds, or any part of the same intrusted to such officer or per­
son as by law required on demand, shall be held and taken to be prima facie evi­
dence of such embezzlement. 

As amended November 4, 1873. 
22-67, 71, 75; 22-196; 66-301, 69+3. 
§ 13. Banking law—The legislature may, by a two-thirds vote, pass a gen­

eral banking law, with the following restrictions and requirements: 
1. The legislature shall have no power to pass any law sanctioning in any 

manner, directly or indirectly, the suspension of specie payments by any person, 
association, or corporation issuing bank notes of any description. 
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2. The legislature shall provide by law for the registry of all bills or notes 
issued or put in circulation as money, and shall require ample security in United 
States stock or state stocks for the redemption of the same in specie; and in 
case of a depreciation of said stocks, or any part thereof, to the amount of ten 
per cent, or more on the dollar, the bank or banks owning said stocks shall be 
required to make up said deficiency by additional stocks. 

3. The stockholders in any corporation and . joint association for banking 
purposes, issuing bank notes, shall be individually liable in an amount equal, to 
double the amount of stock owned by them for all the debts of such corporation 
or association; and such individual liability shall continue for one year after any 
transfer or sale of stock by any stockholder or stockholders. 

r4. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking association, the bill-
holders thereof shall be entitled to preference in payment over all other creditors 
of such bank or association. 

5. Any general banking law which may be passed in accordance with this 
article shall provide for recording the names of all stockholders in such corpora­
tions, the amount of stock held by each, the time of transfer, and to whom trans­
ferred. 

25-543/550; 62-501, 65+78, 632; 70-358, 375, 73+171; 72-266, 75+380; 79-211, 81+ 
1059; 112-76, 127+386. 

§ 14a. Public debt for state buildings—For the purpose of erecting and 
completing buildings for a hospital for the insane, a deaf, dumb and blind asy­
lum, and state prison, the legislature may, by law, increase the public debt of 
the state, to an amount not exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
in addition to the public debt already heretofore authorized by the constitution, 
and for that purpose may provide by law for issuing and negotiating the bonds 
of the state, and appropriate the money only for the purpose aforesaid, which 
bonds shall be payable in not less than ten nor.more than thirty years from the 
date of the same, at the option of the state. 

Adopted November 5, 1872. 

§ 14b. Municipal debts in aid of railroads—The legislature shall not au­
thorize any county, township, city or other municipal corporation to issue bonds 
or to become indebted in any manner to aid in the construction or equipment 
of any or all railroads to any amount that shall exceed ten per cent, of the 
value of the taxable property within such county, township, city or other munic­
ipal corporation; the amount of such taxable property to be ascertained and 
determined by the last assessment of said property made for the purpose of 
state and county taxation previous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

Adopted November 5, 1872. 
23-422, 428; 27-197, 6+621. 

§ 15. Same—The legislature shall not authorize any county, township, city 
or other municipal corporation to issue bonds, or to become indebted in any 
manner, to aid in the construction or equipment of any or all .railroads to any 
amount that shall exceed five per cent, of the value of the taxable property 
within such county, township, city or other municipal corporation; the amount 
of such taxable property to be ascertained and determined by the last assess­
ment of said property made, for the purpose of state and county taxation, previ­
ous to the incurring of such indebtedness. 

Adopted November 4, 1879. 

§ 16. For the purpose of lending aid in the construction and improvement 
of public highways and bridges, there is hereby created a fund, to be known as 
the "state road and bridge fund," said fund shall include all moneys accruing 
from the income derived from investments in the internal improvement land 
fund, or that may hereafter accrue to said fund, and shall also include all funds 
accruing to any state road and bridge fund,, however provided. 

The legislature is authorized to add to such fund, for the purpose of con­
structing or improving roads and bridges of this state, by providing, in its dis­
cretion, for an annual tax levy upon the property of this state, of not to exceed 
in any year one mill on all the taxable property within the state. Provided, 
that no county shall receive in any year more than three (3) per cent or less than 
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one-half (%) of one (1) per cent of the total fund thus provided and expended 
during such year. 

Adopted November 8, 1S98. Amended November 5, 1912. 
108-388, 122+251. 

§ 17. Special methods of taxing certain corporations-
See note under art. 9 § 1. 
80-17, 18, 82+1090; 84-459, 87+1131; 96-389, 104+1086; 104-270, 116+835; 114-346, 

131+489; 37 L. R. A. (N. S.) 1127. 

ARTICLE 10 

CORPORATIONS HAVING NO BANKING PRIVILEGES 

§ 1. Defined—Powers—The term "corporations," as used in this article, 
shall be construed to include all associations and joint stock companies having 
any of the powers and privileges not possessed, by individuals or partnerships, 
except such as embrace banking privileges, and all corporations shall have the 
right to sue, and shall be liable to be sued in all courts, in like manner as nat­
ural persons. 

10-23, 8 ; 62-501, 65+78, 632; 112-76, 127+386. 

§ 2. Not to be created by special act—No corporations shall be formed 
under special acts, except for municipal purposes. 

9-166, 153; 10-23, 8 ; 12-41, 16, 90 Am. Dec. 278; 14-297, 224; 17-412, 391 ; 21-241, 
282; 22-372; 24-75; 35-155, 27+924; 73-517, 527, 76+282; 21 Fed. 817. 

§ 3. Liability of stockholders—Each stockholder in any corporation, ex­
cepting those organized for the purpose of carrying on any kind of manufac­
turing or mechanical business, shall be liable to the amount of stock held or 
owned by him. 

As amended November 5, 1872. 
16-368, 327; 25-543; 550; 40-213,,222, 41+1020, 3 L. R. A. 510; 40-343, 41+1074; 44-

409, 46+851; 46-54, 48+528, 681 ; 48-140, 50+1110, 16 L. R. A. 281, 31 Am. St. Rep. 626; 
48-158, 50+1114; 56-420, 57+1065 ; 58-167, 59+997: 60-82, 61+902; 61-375, 389, 63+1079; 
62-448, 64+1143; 62-501, 65+78, 632; 65-249, 68+15; 65-263, 68+48, 33 L.. R. A. 508; 60 
Am. St. Rep. 4 7 1 ; 66-413, 69+217; 66-441, 444, 69+331, 38 L. R. A. 415; 70-292, 296, 
73+149; 71-413, 74+160, 70 Am. St. Rep. 334; 72-431, 75+722; 73-454, 459, 76+254; 7 3 -
517, 76+282; 74-22,. 76+948; 77-110, 114, 79+606, 46 U R. A. 618; 79-414, 82+073; 79-
488, 495, 82+984, 50 L. R. A. 273; 81-294, 297, 84+109; 90-144, 95+767; 90-501, 97+140; 96-
488, 105+901; 99-115; 108+849; 112-76, 127+386; 116-285, 133+801, 38 L. R. A. (N. S.) 648, 
Ann. Cas. 1913A, 719; 117-83, 134+513; 179 Fed. 728; 186 Fed. 7, 108 O. C. A. 109; 188 
U. S. 56, 23 Sup. Ct. 244, 47 L. Ed. 380; 206 U. S. 516, 27 Sup. Ct. 755, 51 L. Ed. 1163. 

See R. L. §§ 3068, 3173-3190 [6449, 6634-6651]. 

§ 4. Lands taken for public way—Lands may be taken for public way, for 
the purpose of granting to any corporation the franchise of way for public use. 
In all cases, however, a fair and equitable compensation shall be paid for such 
land, and the damages arising from the taking of the same; but all corporations 
being common carriers, enjoying the right of way in pursuance of the provisions 
of this section, shall be bound to carry the mineral, agricultural and other pro­
ductions or manufactures on equal and reasonable terms. 

10-267, 208; 11-515, 392, 88 Am. Dec. 100; 18-384, 345; 21-322, 324; 22-372, 374; 
101-488, 112+1033, 11 L. R. A. (N. S.) 277, 118 Am. St. Rep. 647; 94 U. S. 180, 24 L. Ed. 
9 9 ; 134 U. S. 467, 480, 10 Sup. Ct. 473, 33 L. Ed. 9S5. 

ARTICLE 11 

COUNTIES AND TOWNSHIPS 
§ 1. Organization—The legislature may from time to time establish and 

organize new counties; but no new county shall contain less than four hundred 
square miles; nor shall any county be reduced below that amount; and all laws 
changing county lines in counties already organized, or for removing county seats, 
shall, before taking effect, be submitted to the electors of the county or counties 
to be affected thereby, at the next general election after the passage thereof, and 
be adopted by a majorty of such electors. Counties now established may be en­
larged, but not reduced below four hundred square miles. 

6-428, 2 9 1 ; 10-107, 8 1 ; 16-249, 221 ; 22-53; 22-400; 23-40; 25-215, 219; 37-264, 
33+800; 43-500, 46+73; 64-16, 20, 65+956; 64-378, 67+202; 66-32, 68+323. This section 
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is repealed by implication by the constitutional amendment prohibiting special elections, and 
since then submission of questions for creating new counties to popular vote has been the one 
of favor by the legislature (113-298, 129+514. See, also, 66-519, 68+767, 69+925, 73+631; 66-
536, 68+769). 

§ 2. Cities organized as counties—The legislature may organize any city 
into a separate county, when it has attained a population of twenty thousand 
inhabitants, without reference to geographical extent, when a majority of the 
electors of the county in which such city may be situated, voting thereon, shall 
be in favor of a separate organization. 

10-107, 81; 16-249, 221. 

§ 3. Organization of townships—Laws may be passed providing for the 
organization, for municipal and other town purposes, of any congressional or 
fractional townships in the several counties in the state: Provided, that when 
a township is divided by county lines or does not contain one hundred inhab­
itants, it may be attached to one or more adjoining townships or parts of town­
ships for the purposes aforesaid: 

14-437, 327; 27-38, 6+408; 113-203, 129+381. 

§ 4. Election of county and township officers—Provision shall be made by 
law for the election of such county or township officers as may be necessary. 

15-198, 153; 37-26, 32+788; 74-55, 76+1018; 85-437, 89+175, 57 L. R. A. 297, 89 Am. 
St. Rep. 571. 

§ 5. Local taxation—Any county and township organization shall have such 
powers of local taxation as may be prescribed by law. 

18-482, 432; 20-74, 59; 22-366, 369; 27-224, 231, 6+777; 103-32, 114+90; 108-388, 
122+251. 

§ 6. Drawing money from county or township treasury—No money shall 
be drawn from any county or township treasury except by authority of law. 

§ 7. Manomin v county abolished—That the county of Manomin is hereby 
abolished, and that the territory heretofore comprising the same shall constitute 
and be a part of the county of Anoka. 

Adopted November 2, 1869. 

ARTICLE 12 

T H E MILITIA 

§ 1. Organization—It shall be the duty of the legislature to pass such 
laws for the organization, discipline, and service of the militia of the state, 
as may be deemed necessary. 

65-159, 160, 67+989, 33 L. R. A. 506; 74-518, 524, 77+424, 42 I/. R. A. 749, 73 Am. St. 
Rep. 369; 118-380, 137+2, 41 I* R. A. (N. S.) 524. 

ARTICLE 13 

IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

§ 1. Impeachment of certain state officers—The governor, secretary of 
state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general, and the judges of the supreme and 
district courts, may be impeached for corrupt conduct in office, or for crimes 
and misdemeanors; but judgment in such cases shall not extend further than 
to removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
honor, trust, or profit in this state. The party convicted thereof shall never­
theless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, 
according to law. 

72-200, 211, 75+210. 

§ 2. Removal—The legislature of this state may provide for the removal 
of inferior officers from office, for malfeasance or nonfeasance in the perform­
ance of their duties. 

15-198, 153; 50-239, 52+655; 53-147, 54+1069, 19 L. R. A. 779; 85-41, 45, 88+412, 89 
Am. S t Rep. 534. 

§ 3. Disabilities pending impeachment—No officer shall exercise the du­
ties of his office after he shall have been impeached and before his acquittal. 

72-200, 75+210. 
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§ 4. Trial of governor—On the trial of an impeachment against the gov­
ernor, the lieutenant governor shall not act as a member of the court. 

72-200, 75+210. 

§ 5. Service of copy of articles—No person shall be tried on impeachment 
before he shall have been served with a copy thereof at least twenty days 
previous to the day set for trial. 

ARTICLE 14 

AMENDMENTS TO T H E CONSTITUTION 

§ 1. Submission to the people—Whenever a majority of both houses of 
the legislature shall deem it necessary to alter or amend this'constitution they 
may propose such alterations or amendments, which proposed amendments 
shall be published with the laws which have been passed at the same session, 
and- said amendments shall be submitted to the people for their approval 
or rejection at any general election, and if it shall appear in a manner to be 
provided by law, that a majority of all the electors voting at said election 
shall have voted for and ratified such alterations or amendments, the same 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part of this constitution. If two 
or more alterations or amendments shall be submitted at the same time it 
shall be so regulated that the voters shall vote for,or against each separately. 

As amended November 8, 1898. 
2-13, 1; 10-107. 81; 22-400; .60-178, 62+267; 72-200, 218, 75+210; 84-81, 84, 86+784; 

86-136, 138, 90+160. 

§ 2. Constitutional convention—Whenever two-thirds of the members 
elected to each branch of the legislature shall think ip necessary to call a con­
vention to revise this constitution, they shall recommend to the electors to 
vote at the next election for members of the legislature, for or against a con­
vention ; and if a majority of all the electors voting at said election shall have 
voted for a convention, the legislature shall, at their next session, provide by 
law for calling the same. The convention shall consist of as many members 
as the house of representatives, who shall be chosen in the same manner, and 
shall meet within three months after their election for the purpose aforesaid. 
• 10-107, 81 ; 22-400; 86-136, 138, 90+160. 

ARTICLE 15 

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS 

§ 1. Seat of government—The seat of government of the state shall be at 
the city of St. Paul, but the legislature, at their first or any future session, 
may provide by law for a change of the seat of government by the people, or 
may locate the same upon the land granted by Congress for a seat of govern­
ment to the state; and in the event of the seat of government being removed 
from the city of St. Paul to any other place in the state, the capitol building 
and grounds shall be dedicated to an institution for the promotion of science, 
literature, and the arts, to be organized by the legislature of the state, and of 
which institution the Minnesota Historical Society shall always be a depart­
ment. 

69-187, 191, 72+65. 

§ 2. Residents on Indian lands—Persons residing on Indian lands within 
the state shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of citizens, as though they 
lived in any other portion of the state, and shall be subject to taxation. 

§ 3. Oath at elections—The legislature shall provide for a uniform oath 
or affirmation to be administered at elections, and no person shall be com­
pelled to take any other or different form of oath to entitle him to vote. 

§ 4. State seal—There shall be a seal of the state, which shall be kept by 
the secretary of state, and be used by him officially, and shall be called the 
great seal of the state of Minnesota, and shall be attached to all official acts 
of the governor (his signature to acts and resolves of the legislature ex-. 
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cepted) requiring authentication. The legislature shall provide for an appro­
priate device and motto for said seal. 

§ 5. State prison—The territorial prison, as located under existing laws, 
shall, after the adoption of this constitution, be and remain one of the state 
prisons of the state of Minnesota. 

SCHEDULE 
§ 1. Rights under territorial laws saved—That no inconvenience may 

arise by reason of a change from a territorial to a permanent state govern­
ment, it is declared that all rights, actions, prosecutions, judgments, claims, 
and contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, shall continue as 
if no change had taken place; and all process which may be issued under the 
authority of the territory of Minnesota, previous to its admission into, the 
Union of the United States shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the 
state. 

§ 2. Territorial laws continued—All laws now. in force in the territory of 
Minnesota not repugnant to this constitution shall remain in force until they 
expire by their own limitation, or be altered or repealed by the legislature. 

19-132, 99, 18 Am. St. Rep. 334; 24-584, 587. 

§ 3. Fines—Penalties—Forfeitures—All fines, penalties, or forfeitures ac­
cruing to the territory of Minnesota shall inure to the state. 

§ 4. State to succeed to rights of territory—All recognizances heretofore 
taken, or which may be taken before the change from a territorial to a perma­
nent state government shall remain valid, and shall pass to and may be prose­
cuted in the name of the state; and all bonds executed to the governor of the 
territory, or to any other officer or court in his or their official capacity, shall 
pass to the governor or state authority and their successors in office, for the 
uses therein respectively expressed, and may be sued for and recovered ac­
cordingly; and all the estate of property, real, personal, or mixed, and all 
judgments, bonds, specialties, choses in action, and claims and debts, of what­
soever description, of the territory of Minnesota, shall inure to and vest in 
the state of Minnesota, and may be sued for and recovered in the same man : 

ner and to the same extent by the state of Minnesota as the same could have 
been by the territory of Minnesota. All criminal prosecutions and penal ac­
tions which may have arisen, or which may arise before the change from a 
territorial to a state government, and which shall then be pending, shall be 
prosecuted to judgment and execution in the name of the state. All offences 
committed against the laws of the territory of Minnesota, before the change 
from a territorial to a state government, and which shall not be prosecuted 
before such change, may be prosecuted in the name and by the authority of 
the state of Minnesota with like effect as though such change had not taken 
place, and all penalties incurred shall remain the same as if this constitution 
had not been adopted. All actions at law and suits in equity which may be 
pending in any of the courts of the territory of Minnesota, at the time of the 
change from a territorial to a state government, may be continued and trans­
ferred to any court of the state which shall have jurisdiction of the subject 
matter thereof. 

3-72, 33. r • " • 

§ 5. Territorial officers continued—All territorial officers, civil and mili­
tary, now holding their offices under the authority of the United States, or 
of the territory of Minnesota shall continue to hold and exercise their respec­
tive offices until they shall be superseded by the authority of the state. 

§ 6. First session of legislature—The first session of the legislature of the 
state of Minnesota shall commence on the first Wednesday of December 
next, and shall be held at the capital, in the city of St. Paul. 

§ 7. Election laws continued—The laws regulating the election and quali­
fication of all district, county, and precinct officers shall continue and be in 
.force until the legislature shall otherwise provide by law. 
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§ 8. Submission of constitution to the people—The president of this con­
vention shall, immediately after the adjournment thereof, cause this constitu­
tion to be deposited in the office of the governor of the territory; and if, after 
the submission of the same to a vote of the people, as hereinafter provided, it 
shall appear that it has been adopted by a vote of the people of the state, then 
the governor shall forward a certified copy of the same, together with an ab­
stract of the votes polled for and against said constitution, to the President 
of the United States, to be by him laid before the Congress of the United 
States. 

§ 9. Representative districts—For the purposes of the first election, the 
state shall constitute one district, and shall elect three members to the house 
of representatives of the United States. 

§ 10. First legislative districts—For the purposes of the first election for 
members of the state senate and house of representatives, the state shall be 
divided into senatorial and representative districts, as follows: First district, 
Washington county; second district, Ramsey county; third district, Dakota 
county; forth district, so much of Hennepin county as lies west of the Mis­
sissippi; fifth district, Rice county; sixth district, Goodhue county; seventh 
district, Scott county; eighth district, Olmsted county; ninth district, Fill­
more county; tenth district, Houston county; eleventh district, Winona 
county; twelfth district, Wabasha county; thirteenth district, Mower and 
Dodge counties; fourteenth district, Freeborn and Faribault counties; fif­
teenth district, Steele and Waseca counties; sixteenth district, Blue Earth and 
Le Sueur counties; seventeenth district, Nicollet and Brown counties; eighteenth 
district, Sibley, Renville, and McLeod counties; nineteenth district, Carver and 
Wright counties; twentieth district, Benton, Stearns, and Meeker counties; 
twenty-first district, Morrison, Crow Wing, and Mille Lacs counties; twenty-
second district, Cass, Pembina, and Todd counties; twenty-third district, so 
much of Hennepin county as lies east of the Mississippi; twenty-fourth dis­
trict, Sherburne, Anoka, and Manomin counties; twenty-fifth district, Chisago, 
Pine, and Isanti counties; twenty-sixth district, Buchanan, Carlton, St. Louis, 
Lake, and Itasca counties. 

§ 11. Same—The counties of Brown, Stearns, Todd, Cass, Pembina, and 
Renville, as applied in the preceding, section, shall not be deemed to include any 
territory west of the state line, but shall be deemed to include all counties and 
parts of counties east of said line as were created out of the territory of either, 
at the last session of the legislature. 

§ 12. Apportionment of members of the legislature—The senators and rep­
resentatives at the first election shall be apportioned among the several sena­
torial and representative districts as follows: First district, two senators and 
three representatives; second district, three senators and six representatives-; 
third district, two senators and five representatives; fourth district, two sen­
ators and four representatives; fifth district, two senators and three representa­
tives ; sixth district, one senator and four representatives; seventh district, one 
senator and three representatives; eighth district, two senators and four rep­
resentatives ; ninth district, two senators and six representatives; tenth district, 
two senators and three representatives; eleventh district, two senators and four 
representatives; twelfth district, one senator and three representatives; thir­
teenth district, two senators and three representatives; fourteenth district, one 
senator and three representatives; fifteenth district, one senator and four rep­
resentatives; sixteenth district, one senator and three representatives; seven­
teenth district, one senator and three representatives; eighteenth district, one 
senator and three representatives; nineteenth district, one senator and three 
representatives; twentieth district, one senator and three representatives; 
twenty-first district, one senator and one representative; twenty-second district, 
one senator and one representative; twenty-third district, one senator and two 
representatives; twenty-fourth district, one senator and one representative; 
twenty-fifth district, one senator and one representative; twenty-sixth district, 

' one senator and one representative. 
G.S.MINN.'13—132 
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§ 13. Canvass of certain returns—The returns from the twenty-second dis­
trict shall be made to and canvassed by the judges of election at the precinct of 
Otter Tail City. 

§ 14. Judicial districts—Until the legislature shall otherwise provide, the 
state shall be divided into judicial districts as follows: The counties of 
Washington, Chisago, Manomin, Anoka, Isanti,' Pine, Buchanan, Carlton, St. 
Louis, and Lake shall constitute the first judicial district. The county of 
Ramsey shall constitute the second judicial district. The counties of Hous­
ton, Winona, Fillmore, Olmsted, and Wabasha shall constitute the third judi­
cial district. The counties of Hennepin, Carver, Wright, Meeker, Sherburne, 
Benton, Stearns, Morrison, Crow Wing, Mille Lacs, Itasca, Pembina, Todd, 
and Cass shall constitute the fourth judicial district. The counties of Dakota, 
Goodhue, Scott, Rice, Steele, Waseca, Dodge, Mower,, and Freeborn shall 
constitute the fifth judicial district. The counties of Le Sueur, Sibley, Nicol­
let, Blue Earth, Faribault, McLeod, Renville, Brown, and all other counties 
in the state not included within the other districts, shall constitute the sixth 
judicial district. 

§ 15. Prosecuting attorney—Each of the foregoing enumerated judicial 
districts may, at the first election, elect one' prosecuting attorney for the 
district. 

, § 16. First election—Upon the second Tuesday, October 13, 1857, an elec­
tion shall be held for members of the house of representatives of the United 
States, governor, lieutenant governor, supreme and district judges, members 
of the legislature, and all other officers designated in this constitution, and 
also for the submission of this constitution to the people, for their adoption 
or rejection. 

22-67, 71. 
§ 17. Voters at first election—Upon the day so designated as aforesaid 

every free white male inhabitant over the age of twenty-one years, who shall 
have resided within the limits of the state for ten days previous to the day of , 
said election, may vote for all officers to be elected under this constitution 
at such election, and also for or against the adoption of this constitution. 

§ 18. Vote on constitution—In voting for or against the adoption of this 
constitution, the words, "For Constitution," or "Against Constitution," may 
be written or printed on the ticket of eqch voter, but no voter shall vote for or 
against this constitution, on a separate ballot from that cast by him for offi­
cers to be elected at said election under this constitution; and if upon the 
canvass of the vote so polled it shall appear that there was a greater number 
of votes polled for than against said constitution, then this constitution shall 
be deemed to be adopted as the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and all 
the provisions and obligations of this constitution, and of the schedule there­
unto attached, shall thereafter be valid to all intents and purposes as the con­
stitution of said state. 

10-107, 81. 
§ 19. Conduct of election—At said (election the polls shall be opened, the 

election held, returns made, and certificates issued, in all respects as provided 
by law for opening, closing, and conducting elections and making returns of 
the same, except as hereinbefore specified, and excepting also that polls may 
be opened and elections held at any point or points in any of the counties 
where precincts may be established as provided by law, ten days previous to 
the day of election, not less than ten miles from- the place of voting in any 
established precinct. 

§ 20. Election returns—It shall be the duty of the judges and clerks of 
election, in addition to the returns required by law from each precinct, to 
forward to the secretary of the territqry, by mail, immediately after the close 
of the election, a certified copy of the poll book containing the name of each 
person who has voted in the precinct, and the number of votes polled for 
each person for any office, and the votes polled for and against the adoption 
of this constitution. 

§ 21. Canvass of returns—The returns of said election for and against this ' 
constitution, and for all state officers and members of the house of repre-
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sentatives of the United States, shall be made, and certificates issued in the 
manner now prescribed by law for returning votes given for delegate to 
Congress; and the returns for all district officers, judicial, legislative, or oth­
erwise, shall be made to the register of deeds of the senior county in each 
district, in the manner prescribed by law, except as otherwise provided. The 
returns for all officers elected at large shall be canvassed by the governor 
of the territory, assisted by Joseph R. Brown and Thomas J., Galbraith, at 
the time designated by law for canvassing the vote for delegate to Congress. 

§ 22. Same—If, upon canvassing the votes for and against the adoption 
of this constitution, it shall appear that there has been polled a greater num­
ber of votes against than for it, then no certificates of election shall be issued 
for any state or district officer provided for in this constitution, and no state 
organization shall have validity within the limits of the territory, until other­
wise provided for and until a constitution for a state government shall have 
been adopted by the people. 

10-107, 81. 
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' [Passed March 3, 1849] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the passage of 
this act, all that part of the territory of the United States which lies within the 
following limits, to wit: Beginning in the Mississippi river, at the point where 
the line of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude crosses the 
same; thence running due west on said line, which is the northern boundary 
of the state.of Iowa, to the northwest corner of the said state of Iowa;-thence 
southerly along the western boundary of said state to the point where said 
boundary strikes the Missouri river; thence, up the middle of the main chan­
nel of the Missouri river to the mouth of the White-earth river; thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the White-earth river to the boundary line be­
tween the possessions of the United States and Great Britain; thence east and 
south of east along the boundary line between the possessions of the United 
States and Great Britain to Lake Superior; thence in a straight line to the 
northernmost point of the state of Wisconsin in Lake Superior;, thence along 
the western boundary line of said state of Wisconsin to the Mississippi river; 
thence down the main channel of said river to the place of beginning, be, and 
the same is hereby, erected into a temporary government by the name of the 
Territory of Minnesota: Provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed to inhibit the government of' the United States from dividing said 
territory into two or more territories, in such manner and at such times as Con­
gress shall deem convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of said 
territory to any other state or territory of the United States. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the "executive power and authority in 
and over said territory of Minnesota shall be vested in a governor, who shall 
hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall be appointed and 
qualified, unless sooner removed by the president of the United States. The 
governor shall reside within said territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the 
militia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments of super­
intendent of Indian affairs; he may grant pardons for offences against the laws 
of said territory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United 
States until the decision of the president can be made known thereon; he shall 
commission all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the 
said territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

§ 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a secretary of said ter­
ritory, who shall reside therein, and hold his office for four years, unless sooner 
removed by the president of the United States; he shall record and preserve all 
the laws and proceedings of the legislative assembly hereinafter constituted, 
and all the acts and proceedings of the governor in his executive department; 
he shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy of the executive proceed­
ings, on or before the first day of December in each year, to the president of 

• the United States, and, at the same time, two copies of the laws to the speaker 
of the house of representatives, and the president of the senate, for the use of 
Congress. And in case of the death, removal, resignation, or necessary absence of 
the governor from the territory, the secretary shall be, and he is hereby, au­
thorized and required to execute and perform all the powers and duties of the 
governor during such vacancy or necessary absence, or until another governor 
shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy. 

29-555, 557, 12+519. , 

§ 4. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power and authority of 
said territory shall be vested in the governor and a legislative assembly. The 
legislative assembly shall consist of a council and house of representatives. The 

(2100) 
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council shall consist of nine members, having the qualifications of voters, as 
hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The 
house of representatives shall, at its first session, consist of eighteen members, 
possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members of the council, and 
whose term of service shall continue one year. The number of councilors and 
representatives may be increased by the legislative assembly, from time to time, 
in proportion to the increase of population: Provided, that the whole number 
shall never exceed fifteen councilors and thirty-nine representatives. An ap­
portionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several 
counties or districts, for the election of the council and representatives, giving 
to each section of the territory representation in the ratio of its population, 
Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members of the council and of 
the house of representatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district 
for which they may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first election, the 
governor shall cause a census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the several 
counties and districts of the territory to be taken, and the first election shall be 
held at such time and places, and be conducted in such manner, as the governor 
shall appoint and direct; and he shall, at the same time, declare the number 
of members of the council and house of representatives to which each of the 
counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. The number of persons 
authorized to be elected having the highest number of votes in each of said 
council districts for members of the council shall be declared by the governor 
to be duly elected to the council; and the person or persons authorized to be 
elected having the greatest number of votes for the house of representatives, 
equal to the number to which each county or district shall be entitled, shall be 
declared by the. governor to be duly elected members of the house of repre­
sentatives : Provided, that in case of a tie between two or more persons voted 
for, the governor shall order a new election to supply the vacancy made by such 
tie. And the persons thus elected to the legislative assembly shall meet at such 
place, and on such day, as the governor shall appoint; but thereafter, the time, 
place, and manner of holding and conducting all elections by the people, and the 
apportioning the representation in the several counties or districts to the council 
and house of representatives according to the.population, shall be prescribed by 
law, as well as the day of the commencement of the regular sessions of the legis­
lative assembly: Provided, that no one session shall exceed the term of sixty 
days. 

6-428, 291. 

§ 5. And- be it further enacted, That every free white male inhabitant above 
the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of said territory 
at the time of the passage of this act, shall be entitled to vote at the first elec­
tion, and shall be eligible to any office within the said territory; but the quali­
fications of voters and of holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be such 
as shall be prescribed by the legislative assembly: Provided, that the right of -
suffrage and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of the United 
States, and those who shall have declared, on oath, their intention to become 
such, and shall have taken an oath to support the constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act. 

§ 6. And be it further enacted, That the legislative power of the territory 
shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the constitu­
tion of the United States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be 
passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall be im­
posed upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other 
property of non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of 
residents. All the laws passed by the legislative assembly and governor shall 
be submitted to the Congress of the United States, and, if disapproved, shall 
be null and of no effect. 

2-295, 256; 7-121, 79; 19-132, 99, 18 Am. Rep. 334; 42-312, 44+201. 
§ 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, district, and county offi­

cers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as the 
case may be, in such manner as shall be provided by the governor and legislative 
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assembly of the territory of Minnesota. The governor shall nominate, and, by 
and with the advice and consent of the legislative council, appoint, all officers 
not herein otherwise provided for; and in the first instance the governor alone 
may appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until the end of the 
next session of the legislative assembly. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the legislative assembly 
shall hold or be appointed to any office which shall have been created, or the 
salary or emoluments of which shall have been increased, while he was a mem­
ber, during the term for which he was elected, and for one year after the ex­
piration of such term; and no person holding a commission or appointment un­
der the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the legislative 
assembly, or shall hold any office under the government of said territory. 

§ 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power of said territory 
shall be vested in a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and in jus­
tices of the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice and two 
associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who shall 
hold a term at the seat of government of said territory annually, and they shall 
hold their offices during the period of four years. The said territory shall be 
divided into three judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of 
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme court, at such times and places 
as may be prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after their appoint­
ments, respectively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. The 
jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and orig­
inal, and that of the probate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be as 
limited by law: Provided, that the justices of the peace shall not have juris­
diction of any matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may 
be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dol­
lars ; and the said supreme and district courts, respectively, shall possess chan­
cery as well as common law jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judge there­
of, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shall 
keep his office at the place where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills 
of, exception and appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions 
of said district courts to the supreme court, under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by law, but in no case removed to the supreme court shall trial by 
jury be allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices thereof, shall 
appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of the 
court for which he shall have been appointed. Writs of error and appeals from 
the final decisions of said supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken to 
the supreme court of the United States, in the same manner and under the same 
regulations as from the circuit courts of the United States, where the value 
of the property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or 
affirmation of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one thou­
sand dollars; and each of the said district courts shall have and exercise the 
same jurisdiction, in all cases arising under the constitution and laws of the 
United States, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the United States; 
and the first six days of every term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall 
be necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said 
constitution and laws; and writs of error and appeal in all such cases shall be 
made to the supreme court of said territory, the same as in other cases. The 
said clerk shall receive, in all such cases, the same fees which the clerks of the 
district courts of the late Wisconsin territory received for similar services. 

1-24, 8 ; 1-98, 7 6 ; 5-78, 58, 77 Am. Dec. 539; 18-216, 196. 

§• 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed an attorney 
for said territory,' who shall continue in office for four years, unless sooner 
removed by the president, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the 
attorney of the United States for the late territory of Wisconsin received. There 
shall also be a marshal for the territory appointed, who shall hold his office for 
four years, unless sooner removed by the president, and who shall execute all 
processes issuing from the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction as 
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circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall perform the duties, be 
subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, 
as the marshal of the district court of the United States for the late territory 
of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars annually 
as a compensation for extra services. 

§ 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, secretary, chief justice, 
and associate justices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the president of the 
United States. The governor and secretary, to be appointed as aforesaid, shall, 
before they act as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation, before the dis­
trict judge, or some justice of the peace in the limits of said territory, duly au­
thorized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, 
or before the chief justice or some associate justice of the supreme court of 
the United States, to support the constitution of the United States, and faith­
fully to discharge the duties of their respective offices; which said oaths, when 
so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been 
taken, and such certificates shall be received and recorded by the said secretary 
among the executive proceedings; and the chief justice and associate justices, 
and all other civil officers in said territory, before they act as such, shall take 
a like oath or affirmation, before the said governor or secretary, or some judge 
or justice of the peace of the territory, who may be duly commissioned and qual­
ified, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted, by the 
person taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; 
and afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded 
in such manner and form as may be prescribed by law. The governor shall 
receive an annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars as governor, and one thou­
sand dollar's as superintendent of Indian affairs. The chief justice and asso­
ciate justices shall each receive an annual salary'of eighteen hundred dollars. 
The secretary shall receive an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. The 
said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the treasury of the United States. 
The members of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive three dollars 
each per day during their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three dollars 
each for every twenty miles traveled in going to and returning, from the said 
sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually traveled route. There shall 
be appropriated, annually, the sum of one thousand dollars, to be expended 
by the governor to defray the contingent expenses of the territory; and there 
shall also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be expended by the 
secretary of the territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the secretary of 
the treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the legislative as­
sembly, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and the sec­
retary of the territory shall annually account to the secretary of the treasury 
of the United States for the manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been 
expended. 

§ 12. And be it further enacted,! That the inhabitants of the said territory 
shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities heretofore granted 
and secured to the territory of Wisconsin and to its inhabitants; and the laws 
in force in the territory of Wisconsin at the date of the admission of the state 
of Wisconsin! shall continue to be valid and operative therein, so far as the same 
be not incompatible with the provisions of this act, subject, nevertheless, to be 
altered, modified, or repealed, by the governor and legislative assembly of the 
said territory of Minnesota; and the laws of the United States are hereby ex­
tended over and declared to be in force in said territory, so far as the same, or 
any provision thereof, may be applicable. 

3-246, 169; 6-220, 142; 24-584, 587; 86-317, 322, 90+578. ' 

' § 13. And be it further enacted, That the legislative assembly of the terri­
tory of Minnesota shall hold its first session at St. Paul; and at said first ses­
sion the governor and legislative assembly shall locate and establish a temporary 
seat of government for said territory at such place as they may deem eligible; 
and shall, at such time as they shall see proper, prescribe by law the manner of 
locating the permanent seat of government of said territory by a vote of the 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1913



2104 OEGANIC ACT OF MINNESOTA 

people. And the sum of twenty thousand dollars, out of any money in the treas­
ury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and granted to said ter­
ritory of Minnesota, to be applied, by the governor and legislative assembly, to 
the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of government 

§ 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to the house of representa­
tives of the United. States, to. serve for the term of two years, may be elected 
by the voters qualified to elect members of the legislative assembly, who shall be 
entitled to the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the 
delegates from the several other territories of the United States to the said 
house of representatives. The first election shall be held at such times and 
places, and be conducted in such manner, as the governor shall appoint and 
direct; and at all subsequent elections, the times, places, and manner of holding 
the elections shall be prescribed by law. The person having the greatest num­
ber of votes shall be declared by the governor to be duly elected, and a certificate 
thereof shall be given accordingly. 

§ 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, process, and proceedings, 
civil and criminal, at law and in chancery, and all indictments and informations, 
which shall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the territory of Wis­
consin, within the limits of said territory of Minnesota, when this act shall take 
effect, shall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in the 
district courts hereby established, which may include the counties or districts 
where any such proceedings may be pending. All bonds, recognizances, and 
obligations, of every kind whatsoever, valid under the existing laws within the 
limits of said territory, shall be valid under this act; and all crimes and mis­
demeanors against the laws in force within said limits, may be prosecuted, tried, 
and punished in the courts established by this act; and all penalties, forfeitures, 
actions, and causes of action, 0 may be recovered under this act, the same as they 
would have been under the laws in force within the limits composing said ter­
ritory at the time this act shall go into operation. 

§ 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of the peace, constables, 
sheriffs, and all other judicial and ministerial officers, who shall be in office with­
in the limits of said territory when this act shall take effect, shall be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to continue to exercise and perform the duties 
of their respective offices as officers of the territory of Minnesota, temporarily, 
and until they, or others, shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill- their places 
in the manner herein directed, or until their offices shall be abolished. 

§ 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of five thousand dollars be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the treasury not oth­
erwise appropriated, to be expended by and under the direction of the said gov­
ernor of the territory of Minnesota, in the purcha'se of a library, to be kept at 
the seat of government, for the use of the governor, legislative assembly, judges 
of the supreme court, secretary, marshal, and attorney of said territory, and such 
other persons and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

§ 18. And be it further enacted, That when the lands in the said territory 
shall be surveyed under the direction of the government of the. United States, 
preparatory to bringing the same into market, sections numbered sixteen and 
thirty-six in each township in said territory shall be, and the same are hereby, 
reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools in said territory, and in 
the state and territories hereafter to be erected out of the same. 

7-121, 79. 

§ 19. And be it further enacted, That temporarily, and until otherwise pro­
vided by law, the governor of said territory may define the judicial districts of 
said territory, and assign the judges who may be appointed for said territory to 
the several districts, and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in 
the several counties or subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by procla­
mation to be issued by him; but the legislative assembly, at their first or any 
subsequent session, may organize, alter, or modify such judicial districts, and 
assign the judges, and alter the times and places of holding the courts, as to them 
shall seem proper and convenient. 
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§ 20. And be it further enacted, That every bill which shall or may pass the 
council and house of representatives shall, before it becomes a law, be presented 
to the governor of the territory; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he 
shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it originated; which 
shall cause the objections to be entered at large upon their journal, and proceed 
to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall 
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other 
house, by which it shall also be reconsidered, and if „ approved by two-thirds of 
that house, it shall become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 
and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within three days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same .shall be a law, in 
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislative assembly, by adjourn­
ment, prevent it ; in which case it shall not become a law. 
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ACT AUTHORIZING A STATE 
GOVERNMENT 

[Passed Feb. 26, 1S57] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the 
territory of Minnesota which is embraced within the following limits, to wit: Be­
ginning at the point in the center of the main channel of the Red River of the 
North, where the. boundary line between the United States and the British 
Possessions crosses the same; thence up the main channel of said river to that 
of the Boix des Sioux river; thence [up] the main channel of said river to Lake 
Travers; thence up the center of said lake to the southern extremity thereof; 
thence in a direct line to the head of Big Stone lake; thence through its center 
to its outlet; thence by a due south line to the north line of the state of Iowa; 
thence east along the northern boundary of said state to the main channel of 
the Mississippi river; thence up the main channel of said river, and following 
the boundary line of the state of Wisconsin, until the same intersects the St. Louis 
river; thence down said river to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary 
line of Wisconsin and Michigan, until it intersects the dividing line between 
the United States and the British Possessions; thence up Pigeon river, and fol­
lowing said dividing line to the place of beginning—be and they are hereby au­
thorized to form for themselves a constitution and state government, by the 
name of the State of Minnesota, and to come into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original states, according to the federal constitution. 

29-555, 12+519. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the said state of Minnesota shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction on the Mississippi and all other rivers and waters bor­
dering on the said state of Minnesota, so far as the same shall form a common 
boundary to said state and any other state or states now or hereafter to be formed 
or bounded by the same; and said river and waters, and the navigable waters 
leading into the same, shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to 
the inhabitants of said state as to all other citizens of the United States, with­
out any tax, duty, impost, or toll, therefor. 

60-503, 505, 63+100. 
§ 3. And be it further enacted; That on the first Monday in June next, the 

legal voters in each representative district, then existing within the limits of the 
proposed state, are hereby authorized to elect two delegates for each representa­
tive to which said district may be entitled according to the apportionment for 
representatives to the territorial legislature, which election for delegates shall be 
held and conducted, and the returns made, in all respects in conformity with the 
laws of said territory regulating the election of representatives; and the dele­
gates so elected shall assemble at the capital of said territory on the second 
Monday in July next, and first determine, by a vote, whether it is the wish of 
the people of the proposed state to be admitted into the Union at that time; 
and if so, shall proceed to form a constitution, and take all necessary steps for 
the establishment of a state government, in conformity with the federal consti­
tution, subject to the approval and ratification of the people of the proposed state. 

§ 4. And be it further enacted, That in the event said convention shall decide 
in favor of the immediate admission of the proposed state into the Union, it 
shall be the duty of the United States marshal for said territory to proceed to 
take a census or enumeration of the inhabitants within the limits of the pro­
posed state, under such rules ands regulations as shall be prescribed by the sec­
retary of the interior, with the view of ascertaining the number of representa­
tives to which said state may be entitled in the Congress of the United States; 
and said state shall be entitled to one representative, and such additional rep-

(2106) 
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resentatives as the population of the state shall, according to the census, show 
it would be entitled to according to the present ratio of representation. 

§ 5. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be, and the 
same are hereby offered to the said convention of the people of Minnesota for 
their free acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the convention, shall be 
obligatory on the United States, and upon the said state of Minnesota, to wit: 

1. That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in every township of public 
lands in said state, and where either of said sections, or any part thereof, has 
been sold or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent thereto, and 
as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said state for the use of schools. 

2. That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and reserved for the 
use and support of a state university, to be selected by the governor of said state, 
subject to the approval of the commissioner of the general land office, and to 
be appropriated and applied in such manner as the legislature of said state may 
prescribe for the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose. 

3. That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the governor of said 
state, in legal subdivisions, shall be granted to said state for the purpose of com­
pleting the public, buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of govern­
ment, under the direction of the legislature thereof. 

4. That all salt springs within said state, not exceeding twelve in number, 
with six sections of land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be to each, shall 
be granted to said state for its use; the same to be selected by the governor 
thereof within one year after the admission of said state, and when so selected, 
to be used or disposed of on such terms, conditions, and regulations as the legis­
lature shall direct: Provided, that no salt spring or land, the right whereof is 
now vested in any individual or individuals, or which may be hereafter con­
firmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals, shall by this article be granted 
to said state. 

5. That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of all public lands lying 
within said state, which shall be sold by Congress after the admission of the 
said state into the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to the same, 
shall be paid to said state, for-the purpose of making public roads and internal 
improvements, as the legislature shall direct: Provided, the foregoing proposi­
tions herein offered are on the condition, that the said convention which shall 
form the constitution of said state shall provide, by a clause in said constitution, 
or an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent of the United States, that said 
state shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil within the same, 
by- the United States, or with any regulations Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and that no tax 
shall be imposed on lands belonging to the United States, and that in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 

69-187, 191, 72+65. 
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ACT OF ADMISSION INTO THE 
UNION 

[Passed May 11, 1858] 

Whereas, an act of Congress was passed February twenty-six, eighteen hun­
dred and fifty-seven, entitled "An act to authorize the people of the territory 
of Minnesota to form a constitution and state government preparatory to their 
admission into the Union on an equal footing with the original states;" and 
whereas the people of said territory did, on the twenty-ninth day of August, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, by delegates elected for that purpose, form 
for themselves a constitution and state government, which is republican in form, 
and \vas ratified and adopted by the people, at an election held on the thirteenth 
day of October, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, for that purpose: therefore 

Be it enacted 'by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the state of Minnesota shall be 
one, and is hereby declared to be one, of the United States of America, and ad­
mitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original states in all respects 
whatever. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That said state shall be entitled to two rep­
resentatives in Congress, until the next apportionment of representatives among 
the several states. 

§ 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the admission of the 
state of Minnesota, as hereinbefore provided, all the laws of the United States 
whicn are not locally inapplicable shall have the same force and effect within 
that state as in other states of the Union; and the said state is hereby consti­
tuted a judicial district of the United States, within which a district court, with 
the like powers and jurisdiction as the district court of the United States for 
the district of Iowa, shall be established; the judge, attorney, and marshal of 
the United States for the said district of Minnesota shall reside within the same, 
and shall be entitled to the same compensation as the judge, attorney, and mar­
shal of the district of Iowa: and in all cases of appeal or writ of error hereto­
fore prosecuted and now pending in the supreme court of the United States, 
upon any record from the supreme court of Minnesota territory, the mandate of 
execution or order of further proceedings shall be directed by the supreme court 
of the United States to the district court of the United States for the district 
of Minnesota, or to the supreme court of the state of Minnesota, as the nature 
of such appeal or writ of error may require; and each of those courts shall be 
the successor of the supreme court of Minnesota territory, as to all such cases,, 
with full power to hear and determine the same, and to award mesne or final 
process therein. 

(2108) 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common de­
fence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for 
the United States of America. 

ARTICLE I 
§ 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 

of the United States, which shall consist of a senate and house of representa 
tives. 

§ 2. The house of representatives shall be composed of members chosen 
every second year by the people of the several states, and the electors in 
each state shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most nu­
merous branch of the state legislature. 

No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he 
shall be chosen. 

[Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
states which may be included within this Union, according to their respec­
tive numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of 
free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and exclud­
ing Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.] The actual enumera­
tion shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congres? 
of the United States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such 
manner as they shall by law direct. The number of representatives shall not 
exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least'one 
representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New 
Hampshire shall be entitled to choose 3, Massachusetts 8, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations 1, Connecticut 5, New York 6, New Jersey 4, Penn­
sylvania 8, Delaware 1, Maryland 6, Virginia 10, North Carolina 5, South 
Carolina 5, and Georgia 3. 

The clause of this paragraph enclosed in brackets was amended, as to the mode of appor­
tionment of representatives among the several states, by the fourteenth amendment, § 2, post. 
p. 211Y, and, as to taxes on incomes without apportionment, by the sixteenth amendment, 
post, p. 2119. 

When vacancies happen in the representation from any state, the executive 
authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers; 
and shall have the sole power of impeachment. 

§ 3. [The senate of the United States shall be composed of two senators 
from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years; and each 
senator shall, have one vote.] 

This paragraph and the clause of paragraph 2 of this section next following, enclosed in, 
brackets, were superseded by the seventeenth amendment, post, p. 2119. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first elec­
tion, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats 
of the senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the sec­
ond year, of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of the 
third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen 
every second year; [and if vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, 

(2109) 
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during the recess of the legislature of any state, the executive thereof may 
make temporary appointments until the next meeting of the legislature, which 
shall then fill such vacancies]. 

See note to preceding paragraph of this section. 

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the age of 
thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen. 

The vice-president of the United States shall be president of the senate, 
. but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a president pro tem­
pore, in the absence of the vice-president, or when he shall exercise the office 
of president of the United- States. 

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sit­
ting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the presi­
dent of the United States is tried, the chief justice shall preside; and no per­
son shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to re­
moval from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, 
trust or profit under the United States: but the party convicted shall never­
theless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, 
according to law. 

§ 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections for senators and 
representatives, shall be prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof; 
but the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meetings 
shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a 
different day. 

§ 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifi­
cations of its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum 
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 
may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its mem­
bers for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel 
a member. 

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time 
publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require 
secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any ques­
tion shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 

Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

§ 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensation for 
their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the 
United States. They shall, in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the session of 
their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and 
for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. / 

No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, 
be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States, 
which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in­
creased during such time; and no person holding any office under the United 
States, shall be a member of either house during his continuance in office. 

§ 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of representa­
tives; but the senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other 
bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed the house of representatives and the 
senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the president of the 
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United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his objections, to that house in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. 
If after such reconsideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the 
bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 
and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house, respectively. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the president within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, 
in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjourn­
ment prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the senate and 
house of representatives may be necessary (except on a question of adjourn­
ment) shall be presented to the president of the United States; and before 
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by 
him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the senate and house of representa­
tives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

§ 8. The Congress shall have power: To lay and collect taxes, duties, im­
posts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall 
be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states; 

and with the Indian tribes; ' 
To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the 

subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States; 
To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the 

standard of weights and measures; 
To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current 

coin of the United States; 
To establish postoffices and post roads; 
To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing ,for limited 

times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings 
and discoveries; 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court; 
T o define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and 

offences against the law of nations; 
To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules con­

cerning captures on land and water; 
To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that use 

shall be for a longer term than two years; 
To provide and maintain a navy; 
To make rules for the government and regulation of.the land and naval 

forces; 
To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 

suppress insurrections and repel invasions; 
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia, and for 

governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United 
States, reserving to the states, respectively, the appointment of the officers, 
and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such district 
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, 
and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the 
United States, and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by 
the consent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the 
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build­
ings; and 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this constitu-
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tion in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer 
thereof. 

§ 9. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states 
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Con­
gress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or 
duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for 
each person. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 
No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to 

the census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken. 
No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state. 
No preference shall. be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue 

to the ports of one state over those of another: nor shall vessels bound to, or 
from, one state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in consequence of appro­
priations, made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts 
and expenditures of all public money shall be published from time to time. 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no per­
son holding any office of profit or trust under them, shall, without the con­
sent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any 
kind -whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

§ 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant 
letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any­
thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of 
attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, 
or grant any title of nobility. 

No state shall, without the consent of the Congress,, lay any imposts or 
duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for 
executing its inspection laws: and the net produce of all duties and imposts, 
laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of 
the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and 
control of the Congress. 

No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, 
keep troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or 
compact with another state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, un­
less actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II 

§ 1. The executive power shall be vested in a president of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his office during the term of four years, 
and, together with the vice-president, chosen for the same term, be elected 
as follows : 

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature thereof may di­
rect, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of senators and repre­
sentatives to which.the state may be entitled in the Congress: but no senator 
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the 
United States, shall be appointed an elector. 

[The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state 
with themselves. .And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and 
of the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit sealed, to the seat of the government of the United States, directed 
to the president of the senate. The president.of the senate shall, in the pres­
ence of the senate and house of representatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be. counted. The person having the greatest number of 
votes shall be the president, if such number be a majority of the whole num­
ber of electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such ma­
jority, and have an equal number of votes, then the house of representatives 
shall immediately choose by ballot, one of them for president; and if no person 
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have a majority, then from the five highest on the list the said house shall in 
like manner choose the president. But in choosing the president, the votes 
shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-
thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a 
choice. In every case, after the choice of the president, the person having 
the greatest number of votes of the electors shall be the vice-president. But 
if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall 
choose from them by ballot the vice-president.] 

This paragraph, enclosed in brackets, was superseded by the twelfth amendment, post, 
p. 2117. 

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the 
day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be the same 
throughout the United States. 

No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States 
at the time of the adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible to the office 
of president; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not 
have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resi­
dent within the United States. 

In case of the removal of the president from office, or of his death, resigna­
tion, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the 
same shall devolve on the vice-president; and the Congress may by law pro­
vide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the presi­
dent and vice-president, declaring what officer shall then act as president, and 
such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a presi­
dent shall be elected. 

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a compensa­
tion, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for 
which he shall have been elected, and Tie shall not receive within that period 
any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution of his office he shall take the following 
oath or affirmation :•—"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of president of the United States, and will, to the best of 
my ability, preserve, protect and defend the constitution of the United States." 

§ 2. The president shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of 
the United States, and of the militia of the several states, when called into 

. the actual service of the United States; he may require the opinion, in writ­
ing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any 
subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, and he shall have 
power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, 
except in cases of impeachment. 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the senators present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall 
appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the su­
preme court, and all other officers of the United States, whose appointments 
are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law: 
but the Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, 
as they think proper, in the president alone, in the courts of law, or in the 

•heads of departments. 
The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen 

during the recess of the senate, by granting commissions which shall expire 
at the end of their next session, 

§ 3. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such measures 
as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occa­
sions, convene both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement be­
tween them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other 
public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and 
shall commission all the officers of the United States. 

G.S.MINN.'13—133 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1913



. 2114 CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES (Art . 2 

§ 4. The president, vice-president and all civil officers of the United States, 
shall be removed,from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, 
bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III 

§ 1. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one su­
preme court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may'from time to 
time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior 
courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished dur­
ing their continuance in office. 

§ 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and equity, aris­
ing under this constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under their authority;—to all cases affecting ambas­
sadors, other public ministers and consuls;—to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction;—to controversies to which the United States shall be 
a party;—to controversies between two or more states;—between a state and 
citizens of another state;—between citizens of different states;—between citi­
zens of the same state claiming lands under grants of'different, states, and be­
tween a state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects. 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and 
those in which a state shall be party, the supreme court shall have original 
jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall 
have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and 
under such regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury; 
and such trial shall be held in the state where the said crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at 
such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed. 

§ 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying war 
against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. 
No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit­
nesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but 
no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except 
during the life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV 
§ 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts, 

records, and judicial proceedings of every other state. And the Congress 
may by general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, records and 
proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

§ 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and im­
munities of citizens in the several states. 

A person charged in any state* with treason, felony, or other crime, who 
shall flee from justice, and be found in another state, shall on demand of the 
executive authority of the state from which he fled, be delivered up to be re­
moved to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

No person held to service or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation there-
in, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due. 

§ 3. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but 
no new state shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other 
state; nor any state be formed by the junction of two or more states, or 
parts of states, without the consent of the legislatures of the states concerned 
as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have power to dispose' of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular state. 
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§ 4. The United States shall guarantee to every state in this Union a 
republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against in­
vasion ; and on application of the legislature, or of the executive (when the 
legislature cannot be convened) against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V 

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, 
shall propose amendments to this constitution, or, on the application of the 
legislatures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for 
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and 
purposes, as part of this constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of 
three-fourths of the several states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, 
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: 
Provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thou­
sand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth 
clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no state, without 
its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the senate. 

ARTICLE VI 

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption of 
this constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this con­
stitution, as under the confederation. 

This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made 
in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and 
the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution 
or laws of any state to the' contrary notwithstanding. 

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the members of 
the several state legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of 
the United States and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or af­
firmation, to support this constitution; but no religious test shall ever be re­
quired as a qualification to any office or public trust under the,United States. 

ARTICLE VII 

The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall be sufficient for the 
establishment of this constitution between the states so ratifying the same. 

ARTICLES 
In addition to, and amendment of, the constitution of the United States of 

America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the legislatures of the sev­
eral states pursuant to the fifth article of the original constitution. 
The first ten amendments to the Constitution of the United States were proposed to the 

legislatures of the several states by the First Congress, on the 25th of September, 1789. They 
were ratified by the following states, and the notifications of ratification by the governors 
thereof were successively communicated by the President to Congress: New Jersey, November 
20, 1789; ' Maryland, December 19, 1789; North Carolina, December 22, 1789; South Caro-> 
lina, January 19, 1790; New Hampshire, January 25, 1790; Delaware, January 28, 1790; 
Pennsylvania, March 10; 1790; New York, March 27, 1790; Rhode Island', June 15, 1790; 
Vermont, November 3, 1791, and Virginia, December 15, 1791. There is no evidence on the 
journals of Congress that the legislatures of Connecticut, Georgia, and Massachusetts ratified 
them. 

ARTICLE I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 01 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 01 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti­
tion the government for a redress of grievances. 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1913



2116 CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES • ( A r t . 2 

ARTICLE I I 

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 

ARTICLE I I I 
No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 

consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by 
law. 

ARTICLE IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affir­
mation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be de­
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

ARTICLE VI 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 

and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accu­
sation ; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,; and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defence. x 

ARTICLE VII 
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twen­

ty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried 
by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law. 

ARTICLE VII I 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel • 
and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX 
The enumeration in the constitution, of certain rights, shall not be con­

strued to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states, respectively, or to 
the people. 

ARTICLE XI 
The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend 

to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by, citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjects of any 
foreign state. 

The eleventh amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the legis­
latures of the several states by the Third Congress, on the 5th of September, 1794; and was de­
clared in a message from the President to Congress, dated the 8th of January, 1798, to hava 
been ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the states. 
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ARTICLE XII 

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
president and vice-president, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant 
of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the per­
son voted for as president, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as vice-
president, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as presi­
dent, and of all persons voted for as vice-president, and of the number of 
votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the president of 
the senate;—the president of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate 
and house of representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then 
be counted;—the person having the greatest number of votes for president, 
shall be the president, if such number be a majority of the whole number of 
electors appointed, and if no person have such majority, then from the per­
sons having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of those 
voted for as president, the house of representatives shall choose immediately, 
by ballot, the president. But in choosing the president, the votes shall be 
taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quor­
um for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of 
the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And 
if the house of representatives shall not choose a president" whenever the 
right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March 
next following, then the vice-president shall act as president, as in the case 
of the death or other constitutional disability of the president. The person 
having the greatest number of votes as vice-president, shall be the vice-
president, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors ap­
pointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest num­
bers on the list, the senate shall choose the vice-president; a quorum for 
the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of senators, 
and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. r But no 
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of president shall be eligible 
to that of vice-president of the United States. • 

The twelfth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the legis­
latures of the several states by the Eighth Congress, on the 12th of December, 1803, in lieu 
of the original third paragraph of the first section of the second article; and was declared in 
a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of September, 1804, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the states. 

ARTICLE XIII 

§ 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within 
the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

§ 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legis­
lation. 

The thirteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states by the Thirty-Eighth Congress, on the 1st of February, 1865, 
and was declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 18th of December, 
1865, to have been ratified by the legislatures of twenty-seven of the thirty-six states, viz.: 
Illinois, Rhode Island, Michigan, Maryland, New York, West Virginia, Maine, Kansas, Massa­
chusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Missouri, Nevada, Indiana, Louisiana, Minnesota, Wis­
consin, Vermont, Tennessee, Arkansas, Connecticut, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Ala­
bama, North Carolina, and Georgia. 

ARTICLE XIV 

§ 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state 
wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal pro­
tection of the laws. 
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§ 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states ac­
cording to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons 
in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for president and vice-president of the 
United States, representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers 
of a state, or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of 
the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in re­
bellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced 
in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state. . 

§ 3. No person shall be a senator or representative in Congress, or elec­
tor of president and vice-president, or hold any office, civil or military, under 
the United States, or under any state, who, having previously taken an oath,-

as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a mem­
ber of any state legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, 
to support the constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insur­
rection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each house, remove 
such disability. 

§ 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by 
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for serv­
ices in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But 
neither the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or ob­
ligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, 
or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, 
obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

§ 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legisla­
tion, the'provisions of this article. 

The fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states by the Thirty-Ninth Congress, on the 16th of June, 1866. 
On the 21st of July, 1868, Congress adopted and transmitted to the Department of State a 
concurrent resolution, declaring that "the legislatures of the states of Connecticut, Tennessee, 
New Jersey, Oregon, Vermont, New York, Ohio, Illinois, West Virginia, Kansas, Maine, Ne­
vada, Missouri, Indiana, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Nebraska, Iowa, Arkan­
sas, Florida, North Carolina, Alabama, South Carolina, and Louisiana, being three-fourths and 
more of the several states of the Union, have ratified the fourteenth article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United' States, duly proposed by two-thirds of each House of the 
Thirty-Ninth Congress: Therefore, resolved, that said fourteenth article is hereby declared to 
be a part of the Constitution of the United States, and it shall be duly promulgated as such 
by the Secretary of State." The Secretary of State accordingly issued a proclamation, dated 
the 28th of July, 186S, declaring that the proposed fourteenth amendment, had been ratified, 
in the manner hereafter mentioned, by the legislatures of thirty of the thirty-six states, viz: 
Connecticut, June 30. 1866; New Hampshire, July 7, 1866; Tennessee, July 19, 1S66; New 
Jersey, September 11, 1866, (and the legislature of the same state passed a resolution in 
April, 1868, to withdraw its consent to i t ; ) Oregon, September 19, 1S66; Vermont, November 
9, 1866; Georgia rejected it November 13, 1866, and ratified it July 21, 1868; North Carolina 
rejected it December 4, 18G6, and ratified it July 4, 1868; South Carolina rejected it De­
cember 20, 1866, and ratified it. July 9, 1868; New York ratified it January 10, 1867; Ohio 
ratified it January 11, 1867, (and the legislature of the same state passed a resolution in 
January, 1868, to withdraw its consent to i t ; ) Illinois ratified it January 15, 1867; West 
Virginia, January 16, 1867; Kansas, January 18, 1867; Maine, January 19, 1867; Nevada, 
January 22, 1867; Missouri, January 26, 1867; Indiana, January 29, 1867; Minnesota, 
February 1, 1867; Rhode Island, February 7, 1867; Wisconsin, February 13, 1867; Penn­
sylvania, February 13, 1867; Michigan, February 15, 1867; Massachusetts, March 20, 1867 ; 
Nebraska, June 15, 1867; Iowa, April 3, 1868; Arkansas, April 6, 1868; Florida, June 9, 
1868; Louisiana, July 9, 1868; and Alabama, July 13, 1868. Georgia again ratified the 
amendment February 2, 1870. Texas rejected it November 1, 1866, and ratified it February 
18, 1870. Virginia rejected it January 19, 1867, and ratified October 8, 1869. The amend­
ment was rejected by Kentucky January 10, 1867; by Delaware February 8, 1867; by Mary­
land March 23, 1867, and was not afterward ratified by either state. 

ARTICLE XV 

§ 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude. 
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§ 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

The fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the leg­
islatures of the several states by the Fortieth Congress, on the 27th of February, 1869, and 
was declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated March 30, 1870, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of twenty-nine of the thirty-seven states. The dates of these rati­
fications (arranged in the order of their reception at the Department of State) were: from 
North Carolina, March 5, 1869; West Virginia, March 3, 1869; Massachusetts, March 9-12, 
1S69; Wisconsin, March 9, 1869; Maine, March 12, 1869; Louisiana, March 5, 1869; 
Michigan, March 8, 1869; South Carolina, March 16, 1869; Pennsylvania, March 26, 1869; 
Arkansas, March 30, 1869; Connecticut, May 19, 1869; Florida, June 15, 1869; Illinois, 
March 5, 1869; Indiana, May 13-14, 1869; New York, March 17-April 14, 1869, (and the 
legislature of the same state passed a resolution January 5, 1870, to withdraw its consent 
to i t ; ) New Hampshire, July 7, 1869; Nevada, March 1, 1869; Vermont, October 21, 1869; 
Virginia, October 8, 1869; Missouri, January 10, 1870; Mississippi, January 15-17, 1870; 
Ohio, January 27, 1870; Iowa, February 3, 1870; Kansas, January 18-19, 1870; Miunesota, 
February 19, 1870; Rhode Island, January 18, 1870; Nebraska, February 17, 1S70; Texas, 
February 18, 1870. The state of Georgia also ratified the amendment February 2, 1870. 

ARTICLE XVI 
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 

whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several states, 
and without regard to any census or enumeration. 

The sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states by the Sixty-First Congress, on the 31st of July, 1909; and 
was declared, in a proclamation by the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of February, 1913, 
to have been ratified by the legislatures of the states of Alabama, Kentucky, South Carolina, 
Illinois, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Maryland, Georgia, Texas, Ohio, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, 
California, Montana, Indiana, Nevada, North Carolina, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, North 
Dakota, Michigan, Iowa, Missouri, Maine, Tennessee, Arkansas, Wisconsin, New York, South 
Dakota, Arizona, Minnesota, Louisiana, Delaware, and Wyoming, in all thirty-six, said states 
cpnstituting three-fourths of the whole number of states. The legislatures of New Jersey and 
New Mexico also passed resolutions ratifying the said proposed amendment. 

ARTICLE XVII 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 
each state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator 
shall have one vote. The electors in each state shall have the qualifications 
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the Senate, the 
executive authority of such state shall issue writs of election to fill such va­
cancies : Provided, that the legislature of any state may empower the execu­
tive thereof to make temporary appointment until the people fill the vacan­
cies by election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term 
of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. 

The seventeenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several states by the Sixty-Second Congress on the 15th of May, 1912, in 
lieu of the original first paragraph of section 3 of article I, and in lieu of so much of para­
graph 2 of the same section as related to the filling of vacancies, and was declared, in a proc­
lamation by the Secretary of State, dated the 31st of May, 1913, to have been ratified by the 
legislatures of the states of Massachusetts, Arizona, Minnesota, New York, Kansas, Oregon, 
North Carolina, California, Michigan, Idaho, West Virginia, Nebraska, Iowa, Montana, Texas, 
Washington, Wyoming, Colorado, Illinois, North Dakota, Nevada, Vermont, Maine, New Hamp­
shire, Oklahoma, Ohio, South Dakota, Indiana, Missouri, New Mexico, New Jersey, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, said states constituting three-fourths of 
the whole number of states. 
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