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Gh. 60] MASTERS, APPRENTICES, AND SERVANTS. §§ 4750-4755' 

CHAPTEE 60. 

MASTERS, APPRENTICES, AND SERVANTS. 

§'• 4760: Who may be bound as apprentices. 
All children under the age of fourteen years may be bound as apprentices 

or servants until that age; and all minors above the age of fourteen years-
may be bound as apprentices or servants, males to the age of twenty-one 
years, and females to the age of eighteen years, or to the time of their mar
riage within that age, in the manner prescribed in this chapter. 

(G. S. 18G6, c. 60, § l ; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § l.)< 

§ 4751. Who may bind apprentices. 
Children under the age of fourteen years may be bound by their father, 

or, in case of his death or incompetency, by their mother, or by their legal' 
guardian; and, if illegitimate, they may be bound, by their mother; and if 
they have no parent competent to act, and no guardian, they may bind them
selves, with the approbation of the county commissioners of the county where 
they reside; but the power of a mother to bind her children, whether legiti
mate or illegitimate, shall cease upon her subsequent marriage, and shall 
not be exercised by herself or her husband, at any time during such marriage. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 2; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 2.) 

§ 475S. Consent of minor to be expressed; in indenture, 
•when. 

Minors above the age of fourteen years may be bound in the same man
ner: provided, that when they are bound by their parent or guardian, the 
consent of the minor shall be expressed in the indenture, and testified by his 
signing the same. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 3; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 3.); 

§ 4753. Indenture necessary—Requisites thereof. 
No minor shall be bound, as aforesaid, unless by an indenture of two-

parts, sealed and delivered by both parties; and when made with the appro
bation of the county commissioners, their approbation shall be certified in 
writing, signed by them, upon each part of the indenture. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 4; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 4.)-

§. 4754. Age of minor to be expressed in indenture—Duty 
of public officers. 

The age of every infant, bound pursuant to the provisions of this chapter,, 
shall be inserted in the indentures, and be taken to be the true age, without 
further proof thereof; and whenever any public officers are authorized to-
execute any indentures, or their consent is required to the validity of the same, 
they shall inform themselves fully of the infant's age, and deposit the 
counterpart of any indentures executed by themselves in the registry of 
deeds of their county. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, £ 5 ; G. S..1878, c. 60, § 5.> 

§ 4755. Provision for education of apprentice. 
Provision • shall be made in every indenture specified in this chapter, for -

teaching the apprentice to read and write, and to be instructed in the general; 
rules of arithmetic. When, however, any minor is bound for a less term than 
three years, such agreement in reference to the instruction of such minor-
may .-be. made as shall be deemed right. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 6; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 6.). 
(1261) 
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v*:§§ 4756-4763 MASTERS, APPRENTICES, AND SERVANTS. [Ch. 60 

§ 4 7 5 6 . Cons idera t ion p a i d b y m a s t e r t o b e s e c u r e d to 
m i n o r . 

All considerations of money or other things, paid or allowed by the master, 
upon any indenture of apprenticeship or service, made in pursuance of this 
chapter, shall be paid or secured to the sole use of the minor bound thereby. 

(G. S. 1806, c. 60, § 7; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 7.) 

§ 4757. Inqu i ry into t rea tment of apprentices. 
All persons shall inquire into the treatment of apprentices bound by them 

respectively, or with their approbation, and of all bound by their predecessors 
in office, and defend them from all cruelty, neglect and breach of contract on . 
the part of their masters. 

(G. S. 1800, c. 60, § 8; G. S. 1878, c. GO, § 8.) 

§ 4758. Complaint for misconduct of master or appren
tice—Proceedings thereon. 

Complaints by parents, guardians or county commissioners, for misconduct 
or neglect of the master, and by the master, for gross misbehavior, or refusal 
to do his duty, or wilful neglect thereof, on the part of the apprentice or 
servant, may be made to the court of the county where the master resides, 
setting forth the facts and circumstances of the case. The court shall order 
notice to the adverse party, and, if the complaint is by the master, to all 
persons who have covenanted in behalf of the apprentice or servant, and to 
the county commissioners who approved of the indenture, or their successors 
in office, and shall hear and determine the case, and render judgment ac
cordingly. 

(G. S. 3860, c. 60, § 9; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 9.) 

• § 4759. Judgment discharging indenture. 
The court may render a judgment or decree that the minor be discharged 

from his apprenticeship or service, or the master from his contract; and the 
minor thus discharged may be bound out anew. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 10; G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 10.) 

§ 4760. Same—Award and recovery of costs. 
Costs may be awarded to the prevailing party, and execution issued there-

-for; but no costs shall be awarded against county commissioners, unless it 
appears that the complaint was made without just and reasonable cause/ 
Costs in favor of the master may be recovered of the parent or guardian who' 
executed the indenture, or, if there is no parent or guardian liable therefor, 
such costs may be recovered against the minor when he arrives at full age. 

(G. S. 1866,-c. 60, § 11; G. S. 1878. c. 60, § 11.) 

§ 4761. Action against master on indenture. 
Every master is also liable to an action on the indenture, for the breach of 

any covenant on his part therein contained, which action shall be brought in 
the name of the minor, by his guardian or next friend, or by himself after 
his majority; but no such action can be maintained unless commenced during 
the term of apprenticeship or service, or within two years after the expiration 
thereof. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 12; G. S. 1878, C 60, § 12.) 

§ 4762. Same—Damages recovered to belong to minor. 
If such action is brought, and a recovery had, during the minority of 

such apprentice or servant, the damages recovered in such action, after paying 
the necessary charges of the prosecution, shall be the property of the minor, 
and may be appropriated to his use, or invested for his.benefit, in the same 
manner as any other property belonging to him. 

(G. S. 1866, c. 60, § 13;- G. S. 1878, c. 60, § 13.) 

§ 4763. Same—Discharge of minor from apprenticeship. 
If judgment in such action, upon the final determination thereof, is ren-

dered for the plaintiff, the court in which the same is prosecuted, may, there-
.upon, by an order to be entered on its minutes, discharge the minor from his 

(12C2) 
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