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TITLE 1. 
SCHOOL LANDS. 

§ 1. State land-office established. A state land-office is hereby established, which shall be 
and remain at the seat of government of the state as fixed by law. 

§ 2. State auditor to be land-commissioner. The state auditor shall be, ex officio, com
missioner of the land-office. He shall have the general charge and supervision 
of all lands belonging to the state, of all lands in which the state has an 
interest, or which are held in trust by the state, and may superintend, lease, 
sell and dispose of the same in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

§ 3. Commissioner to keep record. The commissioner shall keep a record of the sales of 
lands, and of the money received on account either of principal or interest, 

*By Laws 1867, c. 11, the title of this chapter is chauged to "An act for the protection and manage
ment of the public lands of the state of Minnesota, and to provide for the punishment of trespassers 
thereon." 
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the date of such sale or payment, the description of the lands sold, with the 
number of acres thereof, and the name of each purchaser or person paying 
such moneys, and shall credit the proper fund therewith. 

§ 4. To make annual report. He shall annually make a report to the legislature of his 
official proceedings, showing the quantity of land sold or leased, and the 
amount receiyed therefor, the amount of interest moneys received to the credit 
of the several funds, and all such other matters relating to his office as he may 
think proper to communicate. 

§ 5. To have custody of maps, etc—to keep books and records—seal—certificates as evi
dence—clerk. The commissioner of the land-office shall have the custody of all maps, books 
and papers relating to any of the public lands mentioned in this title. He 
.shall cause books to be opened, and records kept of all lands owned or held in 
trust by the state for schools, public buildings, internal improvements, and for 
all other purposes, and shall keep a true record of all patents, deeds and con
veyances of such lands made by the state; which record, or a transcript there
from, properly authenticated, shall be received as legal evidence in all courts 
and places within the state. He shall also certify, upon each instrument 
recorded by him, the book and page where the same is recorded. He shall have 
an official seal, with a proper device thereon; and the seal of the land-office 
affixed to any certificate of purchase, receipt, or other instrument issued by the 
commissioner of the land-office, according to the provisions of this title, is 
2)rima facie evidence of the due execution of such certificate or other paper; 
and he shall have authority to appoint a clerk, whose salary shall be fixed by 
law. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § .1) 

§ 6. School lands—minimum price—sales—pine lands. The minimum price of the school 
lands shall be five dollars per acre, and all sales of such lands shall be within 
the county in which said lands are situated; provided, that pine lands shall not 
be sold until the timber thereon has been estimated, appraised and sold accord
ing to the provisions of this act. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 2.) 

§ 7. Terms of payment for state lands sold. The terms of payment of all state lands 
shall be: for lands, other than pine lands, which are chiefly valuable for the 
timber thereon, the value of such timber, to be paid at the time of sale; and 
for all other lands fifteen per cent, of the purchase price thereof to be paid at 
the time of sale; and the balance of the purchase-money of all lands at any 
time thereafter from time to time, within thirty years, at the option of the 
purchaser, with interest annually, in advance, at the rate of seven per cent, 
per annum, on the unpaid balance, payable on the first day of June, or within 
six days thereafter, in each and eveiy year. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 3.) 

§ 8.' Certificate to be given purchaser—failure to make cash payment—resale. At the 
time of the sale of any such lands, the commissioner shall make out and de
liver to the purchaser thereof a certificate, in which the said commissioner 
shall certify the description of the lands sold, the quality thereof, and the price 
per acre, the consideration paid and to be paid therefor, and the time and terms 
of payment. Such certificate shall be numbered and made assignable; but no 
•certificate shall be delivered to the purchaser by the commissioner until the 
sum of money required by this title to be paid at the time of the sale, is paid 
to the treasurer of the county where said sale takes place; and in case the pur
chaser tails to pay the amount so required to be paid at the time of said sale, 
said commissioner may again immediately offer said land for sale; but no bid 
shall be received from the person so failing to pay as aforesaid. 

§ 9. Certificate to be void on failure to pay interest. The said certificate shall further set 
forth, that in case of the non-payment of the annual interest due by the first 
•day of June, or within six days thereafter, in each and every year, by the pur
chaser, or by any person claiming under him, then the said certificate shall, 
from the time of such failure, be utterly void, and the said commissioner may 
take possession thereof, and resell the same as hereinafter provided. 
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*§ 10. Surrender and division of certificates. That whenever the holder of any certificat-
of purchase of any state or school lands shall surrender the same to the come 
missioner of the state land-office, with a request to have the same divided into 
two or more certificates, it shall be lawful for said commissioner to issue the 
same : provided, that if the applicant shall desire new certificates, dividing 
said land by boundaries other than regular government or state subdivisions, 
the applicant shall file with his application a plat and survey, showing the 
lines of the division desired, and the quantity of land in each subdivi
sion : provided, that no new certificate shall issue while there is due and un
paid any interest, nor in any case where said commissioner shall be.of opinion 
that the security of the state would be impaired and endangered. (1875, c. 
106, § 1.) 

§ 1 1 . (SEC. 10.) Further security may be required of purchaser. The said commissioner 
shall, whenever in his opinion the interests of the state will not be secured by 
the terms of payment in this title required to be made at the time of the pur
chase, require of the purchaser such further security for the payment of the 
moneys to become due and payable, according to the terms of the certificate 
of purchase, as in his judgment will secure the respective funds against loss. 

§12 . (SEC. 11.) Governor to issue certificates of payment, and patents. The governor 
shall sign, and cause to be issued under the seal of the state land-office of this 
state, and attested by the commissioner, patents for the lands described in the 
certificate of sale, whenever the same are presented to him, with the further 
certificate of the commissioner indorsed thereon, that the • whole amount of 
principal and interest specified therein, and all rents and taxes due on said 
lands, have been paid, and that the holder of the certificate is entitled to a 
patent of the lands described therein ; and the governor shall, in like manner, 
sign and cause to be issued patents of said land, to any purchaser of the right, 
title and interest of the original purchaser, his heirs or assigns, at an execution 
or mortgage sale, upon presentment to him of the certificate of the commis
sioner, that the whole amount of principal, interest, rents and taxes due 
thereon has been paid according to law, and that said purchaser at execution 
or mortgage sale is entitled to a patent for the land described in such certifi
cate. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 4.) 

§ 13. (SEC. 12.) Fee to remain in state until full payment. The fee of each parcel of said 
land shall be and remain in the state until patents are issued for the same re
spectively, upon full payment as aforesaid ; and in case of non-compliance by 
the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, with the terms of the certificate as afore
said, or with the provisions of law applicable thereto, any and all persons be
ing or continuing in possession of any such lands, after a failure to comply 
with the terms of the certificate as aforesaid, or with such provisions of law as 
aforesaid, without a written permission of the commissioner of the state land-
office, shall be deemed and held to detain such land forcibly and without right, 
and to be trespassers thereon. 

21 M. 101, 107. 
NOTE.—By Laws 1867, c. 29, the widow of the holder of a school land certificate Is given the same 

right of dower in such school landas in land of which he held the legal title. 
§ 14. (SEC. 13.) Action may be brought on security for purchase-money. In all cases 

where security is taken for the purchase-moneys, pursuant to the provisions 
of the tenth section of this title, the commissioner may sue for and recover 
all such sums as have become due and payable for which such security was 
given. 

§15. (SEC. 14.) Land may be laid out in lots, when. Whenever the interest of the state 
will be promoted, in the opinion of the commissioner, by laying off any 
portion of the land under his control into small parcels or village lots, the 
said commissioner may cause the same to be done, and shall cause the same to 
be appraised as provided in the next section. 

§ 16. (SEC. 15.) Appraisement of land laid out in lots. The appraisers provided for ii 
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this title shall be appointed as follows, viz: one by the commissioner of the state 
land-office, and the ,other two bjr the county commissioners of each county in 
which lands are to be appraised or sold. Such appraisers shall, before enter
ing upon their duties of office, take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, 
before some person qualified to administer oaths, that they will faithfully and 
impartially discharge their duties as appraisers, according to the best of th^ir 
ability,and that they are not interested, direct!}' or indirectly, in any of the school 
lands or the improvements thereon, and have entered into no combination to pur
chase the same or any part thereof, which said oath or affirmation shall be 
attached to the report made of such appraisal as hereinafter provided. Said 
appraisers shall be allowed, as compensation for their services and expenses, 
three dollars per day, to be paid out of the state treasury. 

§17. (SEC. 16.) Sale of lots—reappraisement. All parcels or lots so appraised shall be 
subject to sale in the same manner, and upon the same terms and conditions, 
and the certificate of purchase shall have the same effect, as in the case of 
other lands for which provision is made in this title, at the prices at which the 
same were severally appraised, until a new appraisal is made, which the com
missioner may in his discretion cause to be had, in the manner aforesaid, and 
with the like effect; but no lots or parcels so appraised shall be sold for less 
than the minimum price of said lands, established in this title. 

§ 18. (SEC. 17.) Effect of certificate of purchase. Certificates of purchase, issued pur
suant to the provisions of law, entitle the purchaser to the possession of the 
lands therein described, and are sufficient evidence of title to enable the pur
chaser, his heirs or assigns, to maintain action for injuries done to the same, or 
any action or proceeding to recover possession thereof, unless such certificate 
has become void by forfeiture; and all certificates of purchase in force may be 
recorded in the same manner that deeds of conveyance are authorized to be 
recorded. 

21 M. 101,107. 
§ 19. Purchaser in default, may make payment before resale—rate of interest. In all cases 

where the rights of a purchaser have become forfeited under the provisions of 
this title, by failing to pay the amount due upon his certificate of purchase, if 
such purchaser, his heirs or assigns, shall, before the time appointed for the 
sale of the lands described in such certificate at public auction, pay to the state 
treasurer double the amount of interest then due and payable on such certifi
cate, and all costs which have been incurred, in addition thereto, such payment 
shall operate as a redemption of the rights of such purchaser, his heirs or assigns; 
and said certificate, from the time of such payment, shall be in full force and 
effect as if no such forfeiture had occurred: provided, that if any purchaser 
has been unable to pay such interest at the proper time, because of destitution, 
or by reason of accident or misfortune, then, upon the representation of such 
facts by the county auditor and treasurer of the county in which the interest 
is due, to the land-commissioner, he may authorize the county treasurer to 
receive such interest, with seven per cent, interest thereon from the time it 
became due, in lieu of double interest. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 5.) 

§20. (SEC. 22.) Commissioner may have surveys made. Whenever it appears to the 
commissioner necessary, in order to ascertain the true boundaries of any tract 
or portion of lands mentioned in this title, or to enable him to describe or dis
pose of the same in suitable and convenient lots, he may cause all such neces
sary surveys to be made; and the expenses thereof shall be paid out of the 
state treasury, as other incidental expenses of the land-office are paid. 

§ 21. (SEC. 23.) Proceedings to subject lands to taxation when sold—sales for taxes—re
demption. The commissioner shall immediately transmit to the auditor of each county in 
which any lands mentioned in this title have been sold during the year, a 
detailed description of each parcel of the land so sold, the names of the pur-

33 
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chasers; and the auditor shall extend the same upon his tax duplicate for the 
purpose of taxation, and the same shall thereupon become subject to taxation 
the same as other lands, and the taxes assessed thereon, collected and enforced 
in like manner as against other lands: provided, however, that the pur
chaser of auy such lands sold for delinquent taxes, or as forfeited to the state, 
shall acquire, and shall only acquire, by virtue of such purchase, such rights 
and interests as belong to the holder and owner of the certificate of sale here
tofore issued by said commissioner under the provisions of this title, and the 
right to be substituted it; the place of such holder and owner of such certificate 
of sale, as the assignee thereof: and upon the production to the proper officer 
of the tax certificate given upon said tax sale, in case said lauds have not been 
redeemed, such tax purchaser shall have the right to make auy payment of 
principal or interest then in default upon such school-land certificate of sale, 
as the assignee thereof, prior to the redemption of said lauds; and in case such 
holder and owner of such school-land certificate shall fail to redeem said lands 
within the time allowed by law, and also to pay to said proper officer, for the 
use of the holder of such tax certificate, all payment of principal and interest, 
if any, by him made upon such school-land certificate, with interest from the 
time they were so made,-at twelve per cent, per annum, then the holder and own
er of such tax certificate, upon the receipt of his tax deed thereon duly given, 
and the filing of the same with the said commissioner, a special certificate of pur
chase of said land, embodying the same terms and conditions, and with the 
like force and effect, as the said original certificate of purchase, and in lieu 
thereof. (As amended 1870, a. 50, § 1.) 

§ 22. (SEC. 24.) Map of lots to be recorded. Whenever the commissioner shall lay off 
any tract of land into small parcels or village lots, as provided in this title, he 
shall cause a correct map of the same to be entered of record in the county 
where said lands are situated. 

§ 23. (SEC. 25.) Record of patents. The registers of deeds of the several counties of 
this state are authorized to record all patents issued by the governor pursuant 
to the provisions of this title; and the record thereof shall have the same ef
fect as the record of other conveyances executed according to the laws of the 
state. 

§ 24. (SEC. 26.) Expenses of land-office, how paid. The necessary incidental expenses of 
the land-office shall be paid out of the state treasury, and, upon satisfactory 
vouchers therefor, the state auditor shall issue his warrant for the same. 

§ 25. (SEC. 27.) Illegal sale to be void—refunding of purchase-money. In case of any 
sale made by mistake, or not in accordance with law, or obtained by fraud, the 
same shall be void, and the certificate of purchase issued thereon shall be of 
no effect; but the holder of such certificate shall be required to surrender the 
same to the commissioner, who shall, except in cases of fraud on the part of 
the purchaser, cause the money to be refunded to the holder thereof. 

§ 26. (SEC. 29.) Bights of assignees of purchasers. The legal assignees of all bona fide 
purchasers of any of the lands mentioned in this title, are subject to, and gov
erned by, the provisions of law applicable to the respective purchasers of whom 
they are the assignees; and they shall have the same rights, in all respects, as 
original purchasers of the same class of lands. 

§ 27. (SEC. 30.) Sales to be made by legal subdivisions. All sales of land by the com
missioner shall be made according to the subdivisions thereof by the United 
States surveys, unless the same are laid off into smaller lots as provided in 
this title: provided, that no lands shall be sold in larger quantities than one-
quarter section. 

§ 28. (SEC. 31.) Damagesto be paid into state treasury. All damages recovered for any 
trespass or other injury upon or to any of the lands mentioned in this title, 
shall be paid over to the state treasurer, for the benefit of the fund to which the 
same properly belongs. 
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§ 29. (SEC. 32.) Penalty for wilful trespass on state lands, Whoever commits any wilful tres
pass upon any of the lands owned or held in trust or otherwise by this state, ei
ther by cutting down or destroying any timber or wood standing or growing 
thereon,,or by carrying away any timber or wood therefrom, or who injures or re
moves any buildings, fences, improvements, or other property belonging or ap
pertaining to said lands, or aids, directs or countenances such trespass or other 
injury, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not more than one year, 
or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or both such fine and imprison
ment, in the discretion of the court. 

§ 30. (SEC. 33.) Court to give this title in charge to grand jury. It is the duty of every 
court having jurisdiction of the same, especial]}' to charge the grand jury, at 
each term of such court, to inquire into all offences against the provisions of 
this title, and present any person who may be guilty of any such offence, 
within their county. 

§ 31. (SEC. 34.) Trespass on state lands—damages. Whoever commits any trespass 
upon any of the lands owned or held in trust or otherwise, by this state, shall 
be liable in treble damages, in an action of trespass, to be brought in the 
name of the people of this state, if such trespass is adjudged to have been 
wilful: but single damages only shall be recovered in such action, if such 
trespass is adjudged to have been casual and involuntary. 

§ c!2. (SEC. 35.) Recovery of lands from tenants, e tc In case any person holds or 
continues in possession ot any of the lands mentioned in this title, contrary 
to the conditions or covenants of any lease or written agreement, he shall be 
liable to an action ot forcible entry and detainer, or any other proper action 
for the recovery of possession of such lands, and damages for the detention of 
the same. 

§ 33. (SEC. 36.) County attorneys to report and prosecute trespasses. The county 
attorneys of the several counties shall promptly report to the commissioner all 
trespasses committed upon any of said lands, which may come to their knowl
edge, and shall, when directed by the attorney general, prosecute all actions 
for any trespass or injury thereto, or for the recovery of possession thereof, or 
otherwise. 

§ 34. (SEC. 37.) Duties of attorney general. The attorney general, whenever requested 
by the commissioner, shall advise with and give his opinion upon all questions 
of law which are submitted to him by said commissioner, relating to the duties 
of his office, and prosecute, or cause to be prosecuted by the county attorneys 
whenever in his opinion the public interest requires it, any person who may 
be charged with any indictable offence under this title. 

§35. (SEC. 38.) Payments to county treasurer—receipts. The purchasers of any of the 
lands mentioned in this title, or their assigns, may pay to the treasurer of the 
county in which such lands lie, any amount which may be due from time to 
time, on their several certificates, either for principal, interest or penalty; and 
for the amount so paid, the said county treasurer shall give to such person 
duplicate receipts, specifying the amount paid, date of payment, whether for 
principal, interest or penalty, and the fund to which it is applicable, the 
number of the certificate, the name of the original purchaser of the land, 
which receipts shall be countersigned by the auditor of said county, and 
have the same force and effect as if given by the state treasurer. (As amended 
1677, c 56, § 6.) 

§36. ( S E C . 3 9 . ) Bond of county treasurer, Beforeany county treasurer receives any moneys 
under the preceding section, he shall execute and give to the state a bond, with 
sufficient sureties, in an amount to be fixed by the commissioner of the state 
land-office, not less than double the sum liable to come into his hands by vir
tue of this title; which bond shall be conditioned for the honest and faithful 
discharge of all trusts and responsibilities imposed by this chapter, and for the 
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faithful payment of and accounting for all moneys received by him, under the 
provisions of this title, to the state treasurer or other person entitled to receive 
the same; the sureties to be approved by the judge of probate and register of 
deeds, and to justify in double the amount of the bond. {As amended 1877, 
c 56, § 7.) 

23 M. 631. 
S; 37. (SEC. 41.) County auditor to return duplicate receipts to state auditor. The county 

auditor shall, at the time he is required by law to return abstracts of settle
ment to the state auditor, also forward all duplicate receipts of principal, inter
est or penalty on state lands, with a certified statement of such collections by 
the county treasurer, specifying the amount of each item; and he shall also 
make such return at any other time when required by the state auditor. The 
county auditor shall act as clei-k of land sales made by the commissioner, and 
he may make such sales when authorized by the commissioner, in which case 
his deputy shall act as clerk; and immediately after the close of all sales of 
state lands, the county auditor shall report to the state auditor the number of 
acres of land sold, the amount for which the same were sold, the amount of 
principal and interest paid, and the amount of principal remaining unpaid; 
and for each and every day so engaged, the county auditor shall be allowed the 
sum of three dollars, to be paid out of any appropriation for the appraisal and 
sale of such lands. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 8.) 

§38. (SEC. 42.) Blank bond to be sent to county treasurer—to be executed and returned. 
The commissioner of the state land-office shall transmit to each county treas
urer to whom moneys may be paid under this title, a blank bond with the 
penal sum fixed as provided in the thirty-ninth section aforesaid, which the 
treasurer shall execute and procure to be approved, as hereinbefore provided, 
and return to the said commissioner, who shall file and carefully preserve the 
same in his office, 

§ 39. (SEC. 43.) State auditor to send statement of lands sold. On or before the first day 
of May in every year, the commissioner shall cause to be made out, and trans
mit to such county treasurers as have filed their bonds with him, properly exe
cuted and approved, a statement showing the classes of land sold in that 
county, the number of the certificates of purchase, the name of the person to 
whom each certificate was issued, and the amount of both principal and inter
est due on each on the first day of June, together with such directions, instruc
tions and blanks as shall enable the county treasurer to carry out the provis
ions of this title. 

§ 40. (SEC. 44.) County treasurer to pay over moneys to state treasurer. All moneys 
received by the county treasurer, under the provisions of this title, shall be 
held at all times subject to the order and direction of the state treasurer, for 
the benefit of the funds to which such moneys respectively belong; and during the 
months of March, June and October of each year, and at such' other times as 
he may be requested so to do by the state treasurer, he shall pay into the state 
treasury all moneys received on account of such funds since the last payment 
he may have made. (As amended 1877, c. 56, § 9.) 

§41. (SEC. 45.) Appraisement of school lands, etc.—minimum price—limit of sales. 
Whenever, in the opinion of the commissioner, it will be for the interest of 
the people of this state that an appraisal of any of the school lands, or of the 
improvements thereon, should be made, he shall appoint an appraiser in 
the county in which the lands to be appraised are situated, and notify the 
county commissioners of said county to appoint two appraisers; and 
thereupon the[said county commissioners shall, within ten days, appoint such 
appraisers; and said appraisers shall proceed to appraise such lands and the 
improvements thereon, if any, as the commissioner may direct, and the valua
tion of such lands and improvements shall he separately made and stated in 
the appraisement, and the minimum price established by such appraisal shall 
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be the minimum for such lands, until changed by a subsequent appraisal; but 
no lands shall be be sold for less than the minimum price established by this 
title, and not more than one hundred thousand acres of school lands shall be 
sold in any one year. 

§ 42. (SBO. 46.) Notice of sale of lands, how given. Before any sale at auction of any 
of the lands mentioned in this title, the commissioner of the land-office shall 
cause notice of the time and place of such sale to be published in one or more 
newspapers before said sale, and in one newspaper in each county in which 
such lands are to be sold, if any; if there is no newspaper printed and published 
in the county, the same shall be published in some newspaper printed and 
published at the capital of the state, for six successive weeks before said sale. 

§ 43. (SBCS. 49 & 50.) Distribution of moneys received from land-sales. The principal 
sums accruing from all sales of school, university, internal-improvement, or 
other state lands, or of pine timber upon the same, shall become a part of the 
several permanent funds to which they respectively belong, and shall not be 
reduced by any costs or charges of officers, by fees, or any other means 
whatever. All moneys received as interest or penalty on such funds shall be
come a part of the current or general funds to which they respectively belong, 
and shall be distributed as directed by law: provided, that all interest or pen
alty received on the internal-improvement-land fund shall be compounded 
with the permanent fund. {As amended 1877. c, 56, § 10.) 

§ 44. (SEC. 51.) Investment of moneys received from land-sales. All moneys received 
from the sale of any of the lands mentioned in this title, or interest accruing 
from such sale, shall be paid into the state treasury, and the purchase-money 
so received may be invested in Minnesota bonds (railroad bonds always 
excepted,) or in United States bonds bearing not less than four per cent, 
interest, or in the bonds of either of the following states, viz: New York. 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa or Missouri, bearing 
not less than six per cent, interest: provided, however, that no investment of 
such funds shall ever be made in bonds which may have been issued to aid in 
the construction of any railroad; and the governor, treasurer, state auditor, 
president of the board of regents of the state university, and the chief-justice 
of the state, are hereby constituted a board of commissioners, whose duly it 
shall be to invest said funds; and whenever there shall have accumulated in 
the treasury funds belonging to said permanent school fund, or the permanent 
university fund, or both, to the amount of ten thousand dollars, it shall be 
the duty of said board of commissioners to immediately invest the same 
according to the provisions of this section; and the state auditor shall be sec
retary of said board of commissioners; he shall keep a record of all the pro
ceedings of said board, and shall cause the same to be published with his 
annual report. It shall be the duty of the state treasurer to place to the 
credit of the respective funds, when received, the interest accruing on said 
bonds, and pay over the same as directed by law. The bonds purchased in 
accordance with this section shall not be transferable, except upon the order 
of the governor; and on such bonds shall be written, "Minnesota School-Fund 
Bonds," or "Bonds of the University of Minnesota," as the case may require, 
"transferable only upon the order of the governor and state auditor." The 
state auditor shall keep a record of such bonds, stating the name of stock, 
when issued, when redeemable, rate of interest, when and where payable, 
number and amount of bond, by whom executed, when purchased, when 
withdrawn, and for what purpose; and he shall credit the state treasurer for 
such bonds when purchased, and charge the same to the proper fund. (As 
amended 1873, c. 33, § 1.) 

*§ 45. Appropriation of moneys for investment. There is hereby annually appropriated 
all moneys received into the state treasury to the credit of the permanent 
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school fund, permanent university fund, internal-improvement-land fund, sink
ing find, inebriate-asylum fund, or other funds required to be invested in se
curities, to be invested in interest-bearing bonds of the United States, or of 
the state of Minnesota issued since the year eighteen hundred and sixty, or of 
the bonds, bearing not less than six per cent, interest, of the states of Massa
chusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michi
gan, Missouri and Iowa. {1875, c. 105, § 1.) 

*§ 46. Appropriation for expenses of investment. There is hereby annually appropriated 
such sums as shall be found necessary for expenses of purchase, and payment 
of accrued interest at time of purchase, of bonds for permanent school and 
university funds, payable from general school and university funds, and for 
expenses and accrued interest of bonds purchased for other funds named in the 
first section of this act, payable from the funds for which such purchases are 
made. {Id. § 2.) 

§ 47. (SEC. 52.) Regulations for sale of timber on pine-lands. The commissioner may 
sell the timber on the pine lands in this state when the same is liable to 
waste, as provided in this section, and not otherwise. No such timber shall 
be sold or disposed of unless the same is liable to waste ; and when lands have 
been cut over according to regular permits, or the timber upon any land ma}' 
be subject to waste, destruction or damage by windfall, fire or otherwise, he 
may grant permits to clear such lands, upon full payments of the amount for 

. which the same may be sold ; before any permit shall be granted, the timber 
™ shall be estimated and appraised by the surveyor of logs and lumber of the 
^ said district in which the land is situated, upon the request and subject to the 
g.approval of the said commissioner, which estimate and appraisal shall show 
f the amount and the value per thousand feet of all timber measuring not less 
2 than eight inches in diameter, twenty-four feet from the ground, and of other 
| timber below this standard, on each tract or lot, with a statement of the situ

ation of the timber relative to risk from fire or damage of any kind, and its 
S distance frozn the nearest lake, stream or [and] railroad. {As amended 1877, 
"c.56,%11.) 

*§ 4S. Permits for cutting timber, how issued. No permit for such cutting shall be 
granted to any person by the said commissioner, except upon sale of timber 
to the highest bidder, at public auction, held at his office at the state capitol, 
notice of which shall be given at least sixty days prior to [the] date of the 
same, in one or more daily papers published in Saint Paul ; and the minimum 
price of all timber at such sale shall be the appraised value of the same as 
fixed by the surveyor of logs and lumber, and approved by the commissioner. 
Every person purchasing timber at such sale, before the execution of a permit 
for the same, shall execute a bond to the state of Minnesota for the payment 
of double the amount of the estimated value of the timber included in the 
permit, with sufficient surety to be approved by the commissioner, conditioned 
upon the payment to the state treasurer of the amount that may be found due, 
under the terms of such permit, and according to the provisions • of law. 
(1377,0.56, $12.) 

*§ 49. Form and contents of permits—recording. All permits under the provisions of 
this act shall be made according to prescribed form by the attorney general, 
and shall be signed by the party applying for the same, and the said commis
sioner. Said permits shall contain a description of the land to be cut upon, 
the estimated amount of timber upon the same, the price per thousand feet, or 
the entire value of the timber if the right to clear the land has been sold, for 
which the same was bid in, the stipulated log-mark, and such other points and 
agreements as may be necessary to make all logs cut under its provisions the 
absolute property of the state, until the same are paid for; and such permits, 
when properly executed, shall be recorded in the office of the surveyor of logs 
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and lumber of the proper district; and the log-mark described therein shall 
vest the ownership of all logs bearing the same in thestate^ (1877, c.56,§13.) 

*§ 50. Duties of surveyors of logs and lumber—reports. The provisions of chapter thirty-
two of the General Statutes shall apply to all timber or logs cut upon state 
lands; and the several surveyors of logs and lumber shall scale all logs so cut, 
and make a detailed report of the same to the commissioner of the state land-
office on or before the first day of April in each year, showing the name of the 
party cutting, the description of the land cut upon, the number of logs cut 
and the mark thereon, the total number of feet and the value thereof per 
thousand, as shown by the records of his office, stating whether such cutting 
has beeu according to the terms of the permit, and if not properly cut, the 
consequent damage to the state; and such timber or logs shall not be sojd, 
transferred or manufactured into lumber until the amount due the state, 
according to the report of said surveyor, shall have been paid in full; and it 
shall be the duty of the surveyors of logs and lumber to report to the com
missioner all trespass which has been, or which may hereafter be made upon 
the state pine lands, and all the logs cut by such trespass shall be disposed of 
as hereinafter provided. (Id. § 14?) 

*% 51. Collection of stumpage due the state. Upon receipt of such report from the sur
veyor of logs and lumber, the state auditor shall draw duplicate drafts for the 
amount found due; one of which shall be placed in the hands of the state 
treasurer, and the other forwarded to the party from which the stumpage is 
due, who shall immediately make payment of the required amount to the state 
treasurer, take duplicate receipts therefor, one of which he shall return to the 
state auditor, who shall thereupon execute a release of the logs, and a transfer 
of the mark thereon; but in no case shall such release or transfer be made 
until the lien of the state has been fully satisfied. If the party owning such 
stumpage shall not pay the amount of such draft within ten clays after said 
draft has been placed in the hands of the state treasurer, it shall be the duty 
of the said treasurer to take possession of the logs in question, and sell the 
same at public auction to satisfy the claim due the state, paying the overplus, 
if any, after defraying the costs and expenses of such sale, to the party entitled 
thereto, and making return thereof to the state auditor: provided, that in lieu 
of taking possession of the logs upon which stumpage is due, the state treas
urer may turn the account over to the attorney general, who shall immediately 
proceed to collect the same upon the bond hereinbefore provided tor; but in no 
case shall the logs be released until the account is paid; and proceedings upon 
the bond shall not prevent the state treasurer from seizing the logs at any 
time before the claim of the state is satisfied. (Id. § 15.) 

*§ 52. Fraudulent log-marks—penalties. If any person having a contract to cut timber 
under the provisions of this act, shall, with intent to defraud the state, place 
any other log-mark upon the logs cut by him under such contract than the 
one mentioned therein, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall 
forfeit to the state the logs upon which any other mark than that agreed upon 
has been placed. He shall also be liable to indictment for such misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by fine and imprisonment, not 
less than five hundred dollars, nor more than five thousand dollars, or impris
onment in the penitentiary not less than one year, nor more than three years, 
or both. (Id.%16.) 

*§ 53. Seizure of logs, etc., of trespassers. That in addition to the penalties provided 
for in this title, against those committing trespass upon any of the lands 
owned or held in trustor otherwise by this state, the state auditor, by virtue of 
his office as commissioner of the land-office, is hereby authorized and empow
ered, without legal process, to seize and take, or cause to be seized and taken, 
any and all lumber [timber, | wood, grass, or other property unlawfully sever
ed from the said lands, whether the same has been removed from said lands or 
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not; and may dispose of the property so seized and taken, either at public or 
private sale, in such manner as will be most conducive to the interests of the 
state; and all moneys arising therefrom, after deducting the reasonable and 
necessary, expenses of such seizure and sale, shall be a part of the permanent 
school fund, and shall be invested in accordance with the provisions of this 
title. (1874, c. 35, §1-) 

*§ 54. Defence of suits for seizure of logs, eto. That for the purpose of determining the 
title to any property seized and taken under the provisions of the preceding 
section, the commissioner of the land-office is hereby authorized and empow
ered to defend any and all actions that may be brought for that purpose, and 
to do and perform those things necessary to protect the interests of the state. 
{Id. § 1.) 

TITLE 2. 
AGRICULTURAL-COLLEGE LAKDS. 

§55. (SEC. 53.) Agricultural-college lands to be appraised and sold All lands donated 
to the state of Minnesota for the purpose of providing colleges for the benefit 
of agriculture and the mechanic arts, under the act of congress, approved 
July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, "^.n act donating lands to the 

g several states and territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of ag
riculture and the mechanic arts," shall be appraised and sold, and the moneys 
^arising therefrom shall be invested, in the same manner as is provided by law 
5 for the appraisement and sale and investing the moneys of school lands, under 
g the provisions of the foregoing title, except that there shall be written on the 
"bonds, "bonds of the agricultural college of Minnesota, transferable only up-
* on the order of the governor": provided, that no such lands shall be sold for 
§ a less sum than five dollars per acre, nor for less than the appraised value thereof. 
,-- §56. (SKC. 54.) Investment of proceeds of sales—appropriation of interest. All moneys 
^derived from the sale of the lands aforesaid shall be invested in stocks of the 

United States, or of this state, yielding not less than five per centum upon the 
par value of said stock; and the moneys so invested shall constitute a perpet
ual fund, the capital of which shall remain forever undiminished, and the 
interest of which shall be inviolably appropriated to the endowment, support 
and maintenance of at least one college where the leading object shall be, 
without excluding other scientific and classical studies, and including military 
tactics, to teach such branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the 
mechanic arts, in such manner as may hereafter be prescribed, in order to pro
mote the liberal and practical education of the industrial classes in the 
several pursuits and professions of life. ' (See ante, §§ 44,45; see,^also, c. 37,§ 7.) 

§57. (SEC. 55.) State to replace lost funds—interest—purchase of farms. If any portion 
of the fund invested, as provided by the foregoing section, or any portion of 
the interest thereon, shall, by any action or contingency, be lost, it shall be 
replaced by the state, so that the capital of the fund shall forever remain un
diminished; and the annual interest shall be regularly applied, without dim
inution, to the purposes mentioned in the preceding section, except that a sum 
not exceeding ten per centum upon the amount received, may be expended 
for the purchase of lauds for sites or experimental farms, whenever authorized 
by the legislature. 

§58. (SEC. 56.) Fund not to be used for buildings. "So portion of such fund, nor the 
interest thereon, shall be applied, directly or indirectly, under any pretence 
whatever, to the purchase, erection, preservation or repair of any building. 

*§ 59. Appraisement and sale of university lands—investment of proceeds. All lands 
donated to the state of Minnesota by the United States, by act of congress, 
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entitled "An act donating to the states of Minnesota and Oregon certain lands 
reserved by congress for the territories of Minnesota and Oregon, for univer
sity purposes," approved March second, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
one, and an act of congress, entitled "An act donating public lands to the 
several states and territories which may provide colleges for the benefit of 
agriculture and the mechanic arts," approved July second, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-two, and any part or portion of such lands, upon the writ
ten request of the board of regents of the university of Minnesota to the com
missioner of the state land-office, shall be appraised and sold, and the minimum 
p^ice thereof shall be the same, and permits for the cutting of timber thereon, 
and upon any part of the same, shall be granted, and the minimum price of' 
such timber shall be fixed, and the right to cut grass and gather cranberries 
and make maple sugar thereon, or upon any part of the same, shall be sold, 
and all moneys arising therefrom, except as hereinafter provided, shall be in
vested, and a full record thereof shall be kept, and a report thereof shall be 
made annually to the legislature, and all trespasses upon said lands, or any of 
the same, shall be prosecuted, by the same officer or officers, respectively, and 
in the same manner in every respect, as is now provided by law respecting 
school lands; except that there shall be written on the bonds purchased, 
"bonds of the university of Minnesota, transferable only upon the order of 
the governor"; and such officers, respectively, shall have the same powers, and 
perform the same duties, as are provided by law respecting such school lands. 
And the proceeds of the sale of such lands above mentioned, when so invested, 
shall constitute a permanent fund, and the same shall be called the university 
fund; and there shall be and is hereby inviolably appropriated, and placed at 
the disposal of the board of regents of the university of Minnesota, to be 
drawn from the state treasury in the same manner as the interest and increase 
of the fund derived from the sales of lands granted to the state of Minnesota 
by act of congress, approved July second, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two, as now provided by law, all of the interest and increase of such 
university fund; and also, all the proceeds of the sales of such timber and 
grass. {1868, c. 55, § 1.) (See ante, §§ 44, 45.) 

*§ 60. Saving of powers conferred by act of 1868, Nothing in this act contained shall in 
any way modify or affect the powers conferred by, or the provisions of section 
eight of an act to reorganize and provide for the government and regulation 
of the. university of Minnesota, and to establish an agricultural college therein, 
approved February nineteen, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight. 
(Id. § 2.) 

EEGULATION OF MINING ON THE PUBLIC LAND*.* 

*§ 61. Size of mineral districts. That all mineral districts to be hereafter formed in this 
state shall conform to the township lines of six miles square. (1867, c. 24, § 1.) 

*§ 62. Mineral claims, by whom to be made. That all mineral claims shall be made in 
person by the party claiming, and any claim not thus made is invalid. (Id, §2.) 

*§ 63. Eights of discoverer of mineral vein. That when a mineral vein or lode or lead, 
containing gold, silver, cinnabar or copper, is discovered, the party making 
the discovery shall be entitled to two hundred feet on said vein or lode or 
lead, as a discovery claim, with one hundred feet of land on either side of said 
vein or load or lead, for its convenient working; and he shall also be entitled 
to an additional claim of two hundred feet on said vein or lode or lead, with 
one hundred feet of land on either side of said vein or lode or lead, for its con
venient working, according to the act of congress, passed July 26,1866. (Id. § 3.) 

*§ 64. Measurement and notice of claim. That to secure mineral claims, the person 
*To regulate mining upon the public lands of the United States within the state of Minnesota-

Approved March (I, 1807. (Laws 1867, c. L'4.) 
See, also. Laws 18(iC, c. 30. 
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making them shall measure off correctly the number of feet allowed by law, 
and shall post up a notice of said claim, of a substantial nature, upon a stake 
or tree, at the end of every two hundred feet, upon which shall be written the 
name of the vein, with date of taking, name of claimant, number of claim, 
and its general direction. (1867, c. 24, § 4.) 

*§ 65. Shaft to be sunk, etc.—certificate of claim. That the claimant shall, within three 
months from the time of posting up a notice of his claim, in compliance with 
the law, sink a shaft on said claim, three feet deep by five feet square; and 
shall take from the bottom of the shaft so sunk specimens of the rock, prop
erly labelled, with the name of vein, name of claim, and name of claimant 
thereon, number of claim, east or west, with a correct description of said 
claim, and file with the register of deeds of the county in which the mineral 
district is situated; and the register of deeds, after being satisfied that the 
said claimant has complied with the requirements of the law, and that he has 
not exceeded the two hundred feet, shall issue to said claimant, and record the 
same, a certificate, with description of claim, that said claim has been proper
ly secured under the provisions of the law. (Id. § 5.) 

*§ 66. Effect of failure to sink shaft. That in case the claimant fails to sink a shaft 
three feet deep by five feet square, within the three months specified, then he 
shall forfeit all right to the claim, and any other party can come in and take 
possession. (Id. § 6.) • 

*§ 67. Sights of olaimholder—how lost. That whenever any citizen of the United States, 
or those who have declared their intentions to become citizens, shall have 
complied with the provisions heretofore set forth, then they shall have right
ful possession of all claims made under and by virtue of this act, for the space 
of one year from the date of said claim; and unless a shaft ten feet deep by 
five feet square is sunk within a year from the date of the claim made, then 
all right and title to said claim shall be forfeited, and another claimant may 
come in and take possession, and secure a title under the law. (Id. § 7.) 

*§ 68. Penalty for defacing notices of claims. That any person found tearing ormutilating-
any notice posted on any mineral claim in this state, shall be subject to arrest 
and imprisonment, and, on conviction, shall be fined not less than $50, nor 
more than $500. (Id. § 8.) 

*§ 69. " Mineral claim," defined. That the term " mineral claim," as used in the preced
ing section, shall be construed to embrace all water-rights, ditches, flumes, 
timber claimed, or other interest appurtenant, necessary or auxiliary to a mine-
or mining-claim, or the working thereon. (Id. § 9.) 

*§ 70. Fees of register. That the fees of the register of deeds shall be as follows: re
cording claim, $1.00; transfer of claim, 25 cents for each folio of one hundred 
words; and 25 cents for each certificate. (Id. § 10.) 

*§ 71. Description of claim to be recorded. That it shall be necessary to place in the-
hands of the register of deeds a description of each claim, for record, within 
thirty days from the date of taking. (Id. § 11.) 

*§ 72. Claims in unorganized counties. That in case any mineral district in this state i3 
located in an unorganized county, the claim shall be recorded in the organized 
county te which such unorganized county has been attached for judicial pur
poses; and the register of deeds of said organized county shall perform the 
duties and receive the fees as provided by law. (Id. § 12.) 

*§ 73. Registers of deeds to report. That it shall be the duty of all registers of deeds, in 
counties where mineral claims are filed, to make a report, every three months, 
to the secretary of state, of the number of claims taken, number of shafts 
sunk, and the general condition of the mines. (Id. § 13.) 
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*§ 74. State auditor to select lands for state institutions. That as soon as the title to the 
swamp-lands donated by congress to the state of Minnesotashall become vest
ed in this state, the commissioner of the state land-office shall, from the even-
numbered sections of any such lands not otherwise disposed of prior to the 
passage of this act, proceed to select, or cause to be selected, and set apart, for 
the support of- an insane asylum, one hundred thousand acres of swamp-lands; 
for the support of an institute | institution] for the education of the deaf, 
dumb and blind, at Faribault, one hundred thousand acres; for the support of 
each normal school now established or hereafter to be established in this state, 
not exceeding three, seventy-five thousand acres; for the support of a state 
prison, one hundred thousand acres. (1865, c. 5, § 1, as amended 1875, c. 95, § 1.) 

*§ 75. Auditor to keep record—provision in case of deficiency. The commissioner of the 
state land-office shall cause to be kept in his office a record of the quantity, 
description, and date of selection of all lands selected and appropriated pursu
ant to the provisions of section one of this act: provided, that if from any 
cause there shall not be a sufficient quantity of such swamp-lands, then and in 
that case said commissioner shall select from the amount of said lands pro 
rata, in the proportion of said subdivision in this act, for each institution. 
(Id. § 2, as amended 1875, c. 95, § 2.) 

*§ 76. Irrevocable dedication—appraisement and sale—disposition of proceeds. All lands 
so selected and set apart by the commissioner of the state land-office, shall, 
from and after said selection, be deemed to be reserved and irrevocably dedi
cated and set apart for the purposes for which the same were selected; and 
they shall be appraised and sold in the same, and by the same officers, and the 
minimum price shall be the same, as is provided by law for the appraisement 
and sale of the school lands, under the provisions of title one of chapter thirty-
eight of the General Statutes, with the modification[s] hereinafter mentioned. 
All moneys derived from the sale of said lands so set apart shall constitute 
the permanent funds of the several institutions to which the said funds are 
granted, the principal of which shall remain forever undiminished, and shall 
be invested in state or United States bonds, the same as the permanent school 
fund of the state is now required to be invested, and they shall be endorsed 
as bonds of the endowment fund of the institution to which they belong, 
transferable only upon the order of the governor. The interest received upon 
such bonds, and upon the unpaid principal due the several funds on land-con
tracts, shall be annually appropriated to the current funds of the institution 
entitled to receive the same, for their maintenance and support. (Id. § 3, as 
amended 1875, c. 95, § 3.) 

*§ 77. Lands subject to control and disposal of state. All right and title to and interest 
iii the land mentioned in section one of this act, that may have been conveyed 
or vested in the trustees of the several institutions named in said sectioii one, 
by sections three and four of said chapter five, are hereby declared subject to 
the control and disposal of the state, according to the provisions of this act. 
(Id. § 4, as amended 1875, c. 95, § 4.) 

CONDEMNATION OF LAND FOE STATE, f 

*§ 78. When and for what purpose land may be taken. Whenever it shall be determined 
by the officers in charge, or designed to be in charge, of any state institution, 
that it is necessary for the state to acquire, for the use of such institution, any 
real estate, whenever the same shall not be acquired by agreement, the title to 

*An act to appropriate swamp-lands tn certain educational and charitable inatituMnivs therein nam
ed, and for the purpose of erecting a state prison.' Approved Feliruary 13, 1805. (Laws 1SC5, e. 5 ) 

tAn net to proride for obtaining title tu land* bu the stale of Minnesota, for the use of the state. 
Approved March 9,1874, (Laws 1871, c. 30.) 
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the same may be acquired by the state as hereinafter provided. {1874, c. 36, 

*§ 79. Proceedings to condemn. The attorney general may, on behalf' of the state, and 
for the use of any institution requiring for its uses such lands, give notice of 
his intention to apply for the appointment of three commissioners to appraise 
said real estate and the damage for taking the same, to the district court in 
and for the county where such lands shall be situated, or to a judge of said 
court, giving a general description of the lands to be appraised or taken, and 
specify the time and place of such application; which said notice shall be 
published at least once in each week for three successive weeks, in a news
paper published in the county where the lands to be taken shall be situate, or 
if no newspaper shall be published in said county, then in a newspaper pub
lished in the city of St. Paul. At the time and place named in said notice, 
the attorney general, for and on behalf of the state, may present an applica-. 
tion to said district court, or to a judge thereof, setting forth the name of the 
institution requiring said lands, and the general purposes for which the same 
are desired to be taken, and particularly describing said lands, for the appoint
ment of such commissioners; and thereupon the court, or a judge thereof, may 
proceed to appoint three commissioners, who shall have cognizance of all cases 
named in such application, and shall have power to appraise the value 
of all such land, and the damages for the taking of the same; and 
said commissioners, betore entering upon the duties of their office, shall sever
ally take and subscribe an oath to the effect that they will faithfully perform 
their duty as such appraisers, without partiality, and to the best of their knowl
edge and ability, which oath shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the dis
trict court of the county in which the lands to be appraised shall be situate ; 
and thereupon such commissioners shall proceed to examine the premises, in 
each lot or parcel of land separately, having given such notice as they rnay 
deem reasonable to the owner, owners, or persons interested in said lands, and 
to the guardian of any minor or insane person, which notice shall be in writ
ing, and shall be served on such owner, interested person or guardian, if such 
person shall be a resident of the county where such lands are situated ; and if 
such person or persons shall not reside in said county, then by publishing such 
notice in such newspaper as such commissioners may select, and for such time 
as they may choose; and at the time and place named in notice, the commis
sioners shall proceed, or a majority of them shall proceed, in each case or par
cel of land, to an appraisement thereof, and of the damages sustained or to be 
sustained by reason of the taking and use of such land, and shall make 
award, in writing, of such damages ; and shall deliver one copy of such award, 
signed by the commissioners, or a majority of them, to the clerk of the dis
trict court in and for such county, to be by him filed in his office, and shall 
deliver another copy of such award to the attorney general, to be by him filed 
•in his office. (Id. § 2.) 

*§ 80. Proceedings on appeal. Either party may appeal from such award at any time 
within thirty days from the filing said award in the office of the attorney gen
eral, by filing with the clerk of said court a notice of appeal, signed by the 
part}7 claiming such damage, or by the attorney general on behalf of the 
state ; and in case of appeal by either party, the clerk shall enter the appeal 
as an action in such court, naming the owner of such lands as plaintiff, and 
the officer or officers of the state representing the institution for the benefit 
of which such property is taken ; and thereafter such appeal- shall be tried as 
other causes in such court are tried, and a judgment rendered therein. (Id. § 3.) 

*§ 81. Costs of appeal. In case such appeal shall be taken by the claimant of damages, 
and upon the trial the award of the commissioners shall be raised, then the 
appellant shall recover costs, otherwise such appellant shall pay costs; and if 
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such appeal shall be taken on behalf of the state, and upon trial the award shall 
be decreased, then the said plaintiff shall pay costs; but if on trial such award 
shallbe raised, then the plaintiff shall recover costs. (1874, c. 36, § 4.) 

*§ 82.. Payment of award or judgment, etc. The award or the judgment rendered in case 
of appeal shall be and remain a claim against the state, and shall be paid out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, pursuant to special 
appropriation therefor; and in all cases such award, if not appealed from, or 
the judgment rendered thereon in case of appeal, shall be and the same is 
hereby declared sufficient security for value and damage by reason of taking 
such property for public use, within the true meaning and intent of the con
stitution; and if no appeal shall be taken within the time prescribed in this 
act, or where an appeal has been taken and judgment shall have been rendered 
therein, the state, by its proper officers, may thereafter enter'upon and take 
possession of said property, and appropriate the same to the uses and purposes 
named in the application. (Id. § 5.) 

•*§ 83. Judgment roll—its contents. In case judgment shall be rendered on appeal, the 
clerk shall attach the application, the award of the commissioners, and copies 
of all notices, and proof oi publication or service thereof, together with the 
verdict and final judgment in the case, and the same shall constitute the 
judgment roll, to be filed in the office of the clerk of said court. (Id, § 5 a.) 

*§ 84. Title in fee to be acquired by state. Title to land acquired under this act shall be 
absolute, and vest in the state of Minnesota the absolute title in fee-simple to 
such land. (Id. § 6.) 

CONDEMNATION OB LAND FOR UNITED STATES.* 

*§ 85. Governor to act on application by United States. The governor of the state of Min
nesota is hereby authorized aud empowered to seize and take possession of any 
lands, for the purpose of conveying the same to the United States, for use in 
river or harbor improvements, or for the erection and maintenance of light
houses thereon, not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres for any one light
house, whenever the general government shall signify its intention to use the 
land for the above-described purposes, by an application to the governor, accom
panied by a plat and description of the land required, as near as the same can 
be platted and described without actual survey by the general government. 
(1874, c. 37, §1.) 

*§ 86. Commissioners to be appointed—their powers and duties. Whenever any such 
application shall be made to the governor, he shall appoint three commis
sioners, whose duty it shall be, in the name of the state of Minnesota, to enter 
upon and take possession of any land so described and platted, for the purpose 
of conveying the same to the United States, and to cause the same to be sur
veyed, and a plat thereof to be made and filed in the office of the secretary of 
state, whenever an actual survey has not been made by the general govern
ment. (Id. §2.) 

*§ 87. Commissioners to appraise lands—notice to owners. It shall be the duty of said 
commissioners to appraise the said land, and, for that purpose, they shall give 
notice to the claimant or owners of said land, or of any interest therein, of the 
time and place when and where said claimant or owner may appear before 
said commissioners to have their claims and interest adjusted, and the compen
sation to be paid by the state for such land fixed and determined. (Id. § 3.) 

*§ 88. Service of notice—publication. The notice required to be given to said claimants 
or owners shall be given personally to such claimant as can be found within 
this state, at least twenty days before the meeting of said commissioners, 
informing them of the time and place of meeting of said commissioners, and 
the object thereof. And in case any of the said claimants or owners cannot 

*An act to authorize the seizure and condemnation of lands to be used by the United States for river • 
and harbor improvements, and for light-house vurvoses. ADUi'oved March 9.1874. (Laws 1874. c. 37.) 
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be found, after using due diligence for that purpose, the commissioners shall 
cause such notice to be published for four successive weeks in one paper pub
lished at St. Paul, and one paper published within the county where such 
lands seized as aforesaid are situate, should one be published therein. (1874, c. 
37, § 4.) 

*§ 89. Powers of commissioners—effeot of their decision. The said commissioners, or a 
majority of them, shall have full power to do all acts necessary to be done for 
the purpose of carrying out the objects of this act, to hear, examine and de
termine of and concerning the rights, interests and title of all and any of the 
claimants of said land, and also to assess the value thereof, and fix the com
pensation to be paid by the state therefor, as fully and effectually as if all the 
power necessary for the purposes aforesaid were herein specifically enumerated 
in this act; and the decision of such commissioners shall be final and conclu
sive in the premises, unless an appeal from the decision of such commissioners 
shall be taken wiLhin sixty days after the filing thereof in the office of the 
clerk of the district court of the county within which the said land lies, and 
the office of the secretary of state, and the service of the notices of such filing, 
as hereinafter provided. (Id. § 5.) 

*§ 90. Decision to be filed and notice thereof given. It shall be the duty of the commis
sioners appointed under the provisions of this act, within twenty days after 
their decision is made, to file the same in the office of the clerk of the district 
court within whose district the said land lies, and transmit a copy of such de
cision to the secretary of state, to be by him filed in his office; and notice of 
the filing of such decision shall be served by said commissioners on the parties 
interested, and on the governor of the state; and the time of taking the ap
peal hereinafter provided for shall commence to run, as against each party en
titled to take the same, from the time of such service on him of the notice of 
such filing of the decision of said commissioners. (Id. § 6.) 

*§ 91. Appeal, how taken—trial. The owners or claimants of said land, or of any inter
est therein, or the state of Minnesota, shall be entitled to appeal from the dc-
cision of said commissioners to the district court of the judicial district in 
which the land lies within sixty days from the filing of the same as aforesaid, 
and the service of the notices hereinbefore provided for; and such appeal shall 
be heard and determined in like manner as appeals from the report of com
missioners for condemning lands for the use of railroad corporations, so far as 
the same may be applicable: provided, that the appellant or appellants shall 
make and file in said court, at the time of such appeal, an oath or affirmation 
that injustice has been done them by such decision: and provided, that if such 
appeal is taken by any other party to such proceedings than the state of Min
nesota, the party so appealing shall execute, and file with the clerk of the 
district court aforesaid, an undertaking, with sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the county clerk, for the payment of all costs and disbursements incurred 
by the state arising from such appeal, which undertaking shall be in the name 
of the state of Minnesota. (Id. § 7.) 

*§ 92. Costs of appeal. If, upon the trial of such appeal, in case the same shall be 
taken by any owner or claimant, and the appellant or appellants shall fail to 
recover a judgment for sum greater than the amount awarded to them by the 
decision of the commissioners aforesaid, not including interest, the said appel
lant or appellants shall pay all costs and disbursements arising on such appeal, 
and which shall be deducted from the sum awarded by the decision of the 
commissioners ; and in case such sum is not less than the amount awarded by 
said commissioners, then the appellant or appellants shall recover costs as in 
like cases in the district court; and in case such appeal shall be taken by the 
state, and the amount of such award is not decreased by said trial, costs shall 
be recovered against the state as aforesaid. But if the amount of such award 
is decreased by said trial, the claimant or owner against whom such appeal 
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was taken shall pay all costs and disbursements arising from such appeal, and 
which shall be deducted from the sum awarded by verdict of the jury. 
(1874, c. 37, § 8.) 

*§ 93. Payment of award or judgment. The sum awarded by the decision of said com
missioners, or finally adjusted and awarded by an appeal, to be paid by this 
state to the owners and claimants of the lands aforesaid, shall be paid from 
the treasury of this state to such owners or claimants, in proportion to their 
rights and interests in such lands, subject, however, in case of an appeal, to 
the provisions of section seven of this act: provided, that such money shall 
in no case be paid till the United States has formally signified its acceptance 
of the lands so appraised, and desire to purchase the same at the price awarded 
therefor. (Id. § .9.) 

*§ 94. Vesting of title in the state. Upon the filing of the final award under such pro
ceedings iii the office of the clerk of the district court aforesaid, and of the 
surety of the state, and the formal acceptance of the same by the United 
States, provided for in section nine, the title to the lands so seized and 
appraised, and accepted by the United States, shall immediately thereupon 
"become vested absolutely in this state, free and clear from all incumbrances, 
and adverse titles or claims of any kind or nature whatsover. (Id. § 10.) 

*§ 95. Compensation of commissioners, etc. The commissioners appointed under the pro
visions of this act shall each receive three dollars per day for each day actually 
engaged in the service required of them, and their actual expense of travel and 
subsistence while so engaged; and witnesses required to attend before them 
shall receive the same per diem and mileage as now allowed by law for wit-_» 
nesses attending the district courts of this state. (Id. § 11.) § 

*§ 90. Conveyance to United States. The governor of Minnesota is hereby authorized and 
empowered to convey to the United States any lands that may have beeuf 
seized under the provisions of this act, upon the payment of the United States,s 
to the state of Minnesota, the amount awarded, and all expenses incurred by£ 
this state in seizing the land. (Id. § 12.) .§ 

*§ 97. Exemption from taxation. The lands aforesaid, when so ceded, shall forever be-" 
exempt from all taxes and assessments, so long as the same shall remain the^ 
property of the United States. (Id. § 13.) " 

*§ 98. Jurisdiction ceded to the United States. The jurisdiction of this state is hereby 
ceded to the United States of America over all such pieces or parcels of land as 
shall be hereafter conveyed to the United States for the purpose of erecting 
Jight-house buildings thereon: provided, that this cession is upon the express 
condition that the state of Minnesota shall so far retain a concurrent jurisdic
tion with the United States, in and over the tracts of land aforesaid, that all 
civil and criminal process, issued under the authority of the state, or any 
officer thereof, may be executed on said lands, and in the buildings that may 
be erected thereon, in the same way and manner as if jurisdiction had not been 
ceded as aforesaid. (Id. § 14.) 

CONSENT TO PURCHASE OF LAND BY UNITED STATES.* 

*§ 99. Consent to purchase by United States—record of papers. That the consent of the 
state of Minnesota be and the same is hereby given to the purchase, by the 
government of the United States, or under the authority of the same, of any 
tract, piece or parcel of land, from any individual, individuals, or bodies politic 
or corporate, within the boundaries or limits of the state, for the purpose of 
erecting thereon light-houses, signal stations, and other needful public build
ings whatever pertaining to the light-house board ; and all deeds, conveyances 
of like papers for the same shall be recorded, as in other cases, upon the land 
records of the county in which the land so conveyed may lie ; and in like 

* An act (living lite consent nflhe state of Minnuxitta to the pwclinm: l>n tlie United Slates of land 
wtthla this stalefor public purposes. Approved Maiuli 0, lsri. (i.a w-, ISTI.I'. Ji'O 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1878



528 PUBLIC LANDS. [CHAP. 

manner may be recorded a sufficient description, by metes and bounds, courses 
and distances, of any tract or tracts, legal division of any public lands belong
ing to the United States, which may be set apart by the general government 

oj for any or either of the purposes before mentioned, by an order, patent, or 
"- other official document or papers so describing such land ; the consent herein 
"° and hereby given being in accordance with the seventeenth clause of the 
^eighth section of the first article of the constitution of the United States, and 
^with the acts of congress in such cases made and provided. {1871, c. 36, § 1.) 
£ *§ 100. Exemption from taxation. The lots, parcels or tracts of lands so selected, to-
| gether with the tenements and appurtenances for the purposes before men-
„ tioned, shall be held exempt from taxation by the state of Minnesota. (Id. § 2.) 

_. JURISDICTION CEDED TO UNITED STATES. 

"• *§ 101j Jurisdiction over site for custom house, etc. That jurisdiction is hereby ceded to 
-Hhe United States over so much land as may be necessary and appurtenant to 
§ a site for the erection, construction and maintenance of a United States cus-
f tom-house and post-office in the city of Saint Paul, state of Minnesota, not to 
•§ exceed ten acres, the same to be selected by an authorized agent of the United 
•< States, and the selection to be approved by the governor. (1867, c. 79, § 1.) 

*§ 102. Map to be filed. That upon such selection a map of the territory selected, defi-
ajnitely showing the boundaries thereof, with the approval of the governor 
"required in section one of this act endorsed thereon, shall be filed in the office 
--of the secretary of state of the state of Minnesota, and by him recorded. 

« *§ 103. Conditions of cession. The cession of jurisdiction aforesaid is granted upon the 
s following express conditions and restrictions, to wit: The state of Minnesota 
I shall have and hereby does retain a concurrent jurisdiction with the United 
_; States in and over the tract aforesaid, so far as that all civil and such criminal 
| process as may issue under authority of this state against any person or per-
gsons charged with crimes committed without the bounds of said tract, may be 
o served and executed thereon, in the same manner and to the same extent as 
g though the said cession of jurisdiction had not been made. (Id. § 3.) 
^ *§ 104. Reconveyance of lands erroneously certified to state. That in all cases where lands 
•have been erroneously or improperly certified or conveyed to the state of Min

nesota, for school or railroad or other purposes, by the proper officers of the 
general government of the United States, the governor of this state is hereby 
authorized to reconvey or relinquish, by the execution, under his hand and seal 
of the state, of such conveyances as will be necessary to convey or relinquish 
the title or color of title which this state may have to such lands. (1866, 
c. 24, § 1.) 
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