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§5319 CH. 28A-1—TELEPHONE COMPANIES 

provisions of this act, a township telephone 
system shall be established in any township 
wherein any of the inhabitants of such town 
are already provided with telephone service 
furnished by any other telephone company, 
person or persons, such township shall, when 
so requested by said telephone company, per
son or persons, acquire from said 'telephone 
company all telephone equipment used by said 
telephone company, person or persons, in fur
nishing telephone service to the inhabitants 
of such township exclusively. For the pur
pose of determining the purchase price of 
such equipment application shall be made to 
the state railroad and warehouse commission, 
whose duty it shall be thereupon to deter
mine the just compensation which the owner 
of such telephone equipment is entitled to re
ceive therefor from the township. Before de
ciding upon such compensation, said com
mission shall at a public meeting which may 
be adjourned from time to time hear all in
terested parties on the question involved. The 
commission shall by order fix the compensa
tion and furnish a copy of its order to the 
township, and to the telephone company, per
son or persons concerned. An appeal may be 
taken to- the district court of the county 
wherein such township is situated from that 
part of the order fixing the compensation to 
be paid, within thirty days, by either party, 
which appeal shall be tried the same as other 
appeals hereunder; if no such appeal is taken 
the order of the commission shall become 
final at the end of thirty days, and when ap
peal is taken the decision of the district court 
or of the supreme court if taken there from 
the district court shall be final. 

When, .under the provisions of this act a 
township telephone system has been estab
lished in any township, and it has been de
termined by the board of supervisors of said 
township to be for the best interest of public 
service and all parties concerned, to sell and 
transfer said township telephone system to 
any telephone company, person or persons 
giving service organized for that purpose and 

qualified to purchase said system and operate 
the same, the said board of supervisors shall 
have authority to sell, transfer, and convey 
said township telephone system upon such 
reasonable price and terms as it may deter
mine, provided, that there shall be presented 
to the board of supervisors by a petition 
signed by at least twenty-five per cent of the 
freeholders of said township asking the sale 
thereof, and, if such sale and agreed sale 
price be approved at an annual or special 
town meeting, it being stated in the notice of 
such annual and special meeting that the 
proposition will be considered thereat, by six
ty-six per cent of the legal voters attending 
such meeting. 

If any township telephone lines are sold 
under the provisions of this act, and the 
township has theretofore issued bonds for the 
construction thereof, and any part of said 
bonds are then outstanding and unpaid; the 
entire consideration received from the sale, 
or such part as may be necessary, shall be 
held and applied only for the payment and 
retirement of such bonds. (As amended Apr. 
11, 1929, c. 150, §1.) 

§5319. Town boards to manage. — The 
board of supervisors of any such township 
is hereby vested with all necessary authority 
to manage, maintain and operate any town
ship telephone system constructed under the 
provisions of this act, and, to that end, may, 
among other things, contract for the connec
tion of such township lines with exchanges 
owned by others for switching, lease the sys
tem for a reasonable compensation, local ex
change and toll connections, hire and dis
charge such employees as may be necessary 
to operate and maintain such township sys
tem, establish rules and regulations, and, sub
ject to the approval of. the railroad and 
warehouse commission establish and from 
time to time change rates and charges, cover
ing the service furnished to the users. (As 
amended Apr. 11, 1929, c. 150, §2.) 

CHAPTER 28B 
Department of Banking—Division of Banking in 

Department of Commerce 

§5323 . Powers and duties of superinten
dent. 

179M217, 228NW926. 

§5324 . Supervision over banks and other 
financial corporations. 

179M217, 228NW926. 

§5325. Refusal to obey directions of ex
aminer. 

One is not excused by the absence of guil ty 
knowledge or intention and his consequent 
moral innocence. 178M9, 225NW927. 

This section applies whether the duty violat
ed was imposed by the action of 1909 or by a 
prior s ta tute . 179M217, 228NW926. 

The offense consists in knowingly and inten
tionally or negligently failing to report, and it 
is error to reject evidence tending to show 

good faith and lack of knowledge tha t the re
port was false. 179M217, 228NW926. 

Offense, held committed in Isanti County 
though report was sent by mail to Commis
sioner in Ramsey County. 179M217, 228NW926. 

Rulings on evidence considered. 179M217, 
228NW926. 

§5328. State bank examiners or employees 
prohibited from holding bank stock.—No per
son who is a bank examiner or other officer 
or employe of the division of banking of the 
department of commerce of this state shall 
be interested, either directly or indirectly, as 
a stockholder, director, officer, trustee, as
signee, employe, or otherwise, in any bank, 
savings bank, trust company, financial institu
tion, or corporation holding the stock of any 
such a corporation within this state, or which 
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CH. 28B—DEPARTMENT OF BANKING 55366 

carries on a banking business within this 
state, either directly or indirectly, or through 
an affiliated group or chain bank operating 
within this state. If the wife, or any other 
member of the household of a bank examiner 
or other officer or employe shall he so inter
ested, it shall be conclusively presumed that 
said bank examiner or other officer or em
ploye is indirectly interested in the corpora
tion within the meaning of this act; but the 
meaning of the words "directly or indirectly" 
is not otherwise qualified. The provision of 
this section shall not apply to the Commis
sioner of Banks. (As amended Mar. 7, 1931, 
c 43, §1.) 

§5328-1. Penalty for violation.—Any per
son violating the provisions of this act shall 
be disqualified from holding any office or em
ployment in the division of banking of the 
department of commerce, and shall be re

moved from such office or employment by the 
commissioner of banks immediately upon 
knowledge of such violation. (Act Mar. 7, 
1931, c. 43, §2.) 

§5332-1. Examiners powers enlarged.—The 
examiner in charge of liquidation in the~bank-
ing division of the department of commerce 
is hereby authorized to sign the name of the 
comissioner of banks and to act for him in 
all matters connected with the liquidation of 
insolvent corporations under the supervision 
and control of the commissioner of banks, 
with the same force and effect as though 
the commissioner himself had signed or acted. 
Provided, that said examiner shall have no 
authority to order an assessment against the 
stockholders of an insolvent state bank or 
trust company under the provisions of Laws 
1927, Chapter 254 [§§7699-20 to 7699-247]. 
(Act Apr. 9, 1931, c. 137.) 

CHAPTER 29 
Public Health 

§5348. Jjocal boards—Health officers. 
Member of town board may receive compen

sation as health officer as well as member of 
board. Op. Atty. Gen., Feb. 7, 1929. 

Town board cannot appoint as health officer 
one who is not a duly licensed physician. Op. 
Atty. Gen., April 16, 1931. 

Action of voters a t town meeting in a t tempt
ing' to elect a health officer is nugatory. Op. 
Atty. Gen.. April 16, 1931. 

§5353-2 . Same—Expenses . 
If the county purchases an automobile, gas

oline and repairs, the limitations of Laws 1931, 
c. 331, have no application, but such act does 
apply if county nurse furnishes her own auto
mobile and bills the county for reimbursements. 
Op. Atty., Gen., May 23, 1931. 

§5356-1. School nurses, etc., shall keep 
health records of children.—It shall be the 
duty of every school nurse, school physician, 
school attendance officer, superintendent of 
schools, principal, teacher and of the persons 
charged with the duty of compiling and keep
ing the school census records to cause a per
manent public health record to be kept for 
every child of school age. Such record shall 
be kept in such form that it may be trans
ferred with the child to any school which the 
child shall attend within the state and trans
ferred to the board of health when the child 
ceases to attend school. It shall contain a 
record of such health matters as shall be pre
scribed- by the board of health, and of all 
mental and physical defects and handicaps, 
which might permanently cripple or handicap 
the child. Nothing in this act shall be con
strued to require any child whose parent or 
guardian objects in writing thereto to under
go a physical or medical examination or treat
ment. A copy shall be forwarded to the 
proper department of any state to which the 
child shall remove. (Act Apr. 20, 192 9, c. 
277, §1.) 

§5356-2. To furnish copies of records to 
juvenile court.—Whenever any child shall be 
brought into juvenile court, the court shall 

request and the custodian of the record shall 
furnish a complete certified copy of such 
record to the court, which copy shall be re
ceived as evidence in the case; and no de
cision or disposition of the pending matter 
shall be finally made until such record, if ex
isting, shall be considered. (Act Apr. 20, 
1929, c. 277, §2.) 

§5356-3. Commissioner of Education to 
report to Children's Bureau.—It shall be the 
duty of the state commissioner of education 
to cause a report to be made periodically to 
the children's bureau of the state of all dis
eases and defects that are of a continuous 
nature or that might result in a permanent 
handicap to the child, which have not been 
heretofore reported. He shall also furnish to 
the state board of health such information 
from the records as that board shall desire. 
(Act Apr. 20, 1929, c. 277, §3.) 

§5356-4. False statements to be cause for 
discharge.—Any intentionally false statement 
in such certificate and any act or omission of 
a superintendent or superior officer to con
nive at or permit the same shall be deemed 
good cause for summary discharge of the 
person at fault regardless of any contract. 
(Act Apr. 20, 1929, c. 277, §4.) 

§5357. Death certificates. 
176M360, 223NW677, note under section 5366. 
The medical certificate of death is not ad

missible in li t igation between private parties, to 
prove the "indications" or inferences of murder, 
suicide, or accident, drawn by the certificate 
maker from the "means and circumstances" of 
a violent death. Backstrom v. N., 236NAV708. 
See Dun. Dig. 3347(62), 3348(67). 

§5366 . Certified copies of record as evi
dence. 

The medical certificate of death provided for 
by s ta tu te is admissible in evidence to prove, 
prima facie, the immediate cause as well as the 
fact of death. 176M360, 223NW677. 

The medical certificate of death is not admis
sible in l i t igation between private parties, to 
prove the "indications" or inferences of murder, 
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