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UfCI.IEF OF THE POOR 3157

CHAPTEK 15

RELIEF OF THE POOR
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3157. Support of poor—Liability of relatives—Every
poor person who for any reason is unable to earn a
livelihood shall be supported by his children, parents,
brothers and sisters, grandchildren, or grandparents;
and relatives having sufficient ability shall be called on
for such support in the order above named; Provided,

that a person who becomes a pauper from intemper-
ance or other bad conduct shall not be entitled to sup-
port from any relative except parent or child. Every
such relative who refuses or fails to support any poor
person whom he is bound by law to support, when
directed by the board or council of the county, town,
city or village in which such person has a settlement,
shall forfeit and pay to such county, town, city or
village, for the use of the poor thereof, such amount
as the court may determine not exceeding $25 per
month, to be recovered in any court having jurisdic-
tion. (1485) [3067] (Amended '25, c. 290}

32-385, 20+366- 79-357, 82+666; 123-382. 143+984; 126-87,
147+824; 130-200. 153+308; 132-370. 157+508; 14S-424,
182+608: 149-80, 182+952; 152-401. 189+125; 193-f40.

A mother far advanced in years, unable to earn a live-
lihood, without means other than annual rents of $200,
and needing more than that for her maintenance, is a
"poor person," 165-346, 206+441.

A relative voluntarily furnishing support to such a
poor person is not entitled to contribution from other
relatives equally obligated by the statute; 'but such un-
aided support may not 'be voluntary where seasonable
demand is made upon the other relatives for contribu-
tion and they refuse it. 165-346, 206+441.

3158. Failure to support — Recovery under town sys-
tem — Whenever any relative chargeable with the sup-
port of any poor person fails or neglects, after being
directed by any town, city, or village under the town
system of poor relief, to furnish to such poor person
support, maintenance, burial, and in case of non-resi-
dent, expenses of removal any such town, city or vil-
lage furnishing the same may recover in any court of
competent jurisdiction from such relation who is resi-
dent of this state, any such sum so furnished by it,
whether such poor person is a resident of such town,
city or village or not. In the event 'that said poor
person shall have no relative chargeable therewith
such town, city or village so expending the same may
after like notice recover from any town, city or vil-
lage within this state, which is charged by law with
the support of such poor person, any sum so expended.
('89 c. 170 § 8, amended '05 c. 327 § 1) [3068]

3159. Liability of county, town, etc. — When any
such poor person has none of the relatives named in
§ 3067, or they are not of sufficient ability, or refuse
or fail, to support him, he shall receive such support
or relief as the case may require from the county,
town, city, or village in which he has a settlement at
the time of applying therefor, as hereinafter provided.
(1486) [3069]

25-259; 29-158, 124-458; 33-351. 23+526; 129-534, 152+1102;
130-35, 182+953,

3159-1. Liability of estate of poor person for sup-
port, maintenance, care or burial — Whenever any per-
son is furnished or provided with support, maintenance,
care or burial as a poor person by any county, city,
town, village or borough, the municipality so furnish-
ing such support, maintenance, care or burial shall
have a claim therefor against said person or his or her
estate for the reasonable value thereof, which claim
may be presented and prosecuted by said municipality,
at its option, upon discovery of any property belonging
to said poor person or to his or her estate. ('25, c. 60,

3159-2. Same — Claims against estate of decedent —
Such claims, when against the estate of a deceased

72S
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person, shall be filed in probate court, and acted upon
as in case of other claims—('25, c. 60, § 2)

3160. County and town systems—The system of
caring for the poor in counties in which they are
chargeable upon "the county shall be known as the
county system. That in which they are chargeable
upon the towns, cities, and villages thereof shall be
known as the town system. Every county shall con-
tinue under the system in force therein at the time
when the Revised Laws take effect, until the same is
changed as hereinafter provided. (1487) [3070]

53-325, 65+143.
See Laws '23 c. 152, infra § 4461 providing for co-oper-

ation of State Board of Control with public author i t ies
having to do with the poor.

228mv929| 3161. Every person, except those hereinafter men-
; < tioned, who has resided one year continuously in any

j aisiEtse^ t county ( sha!l be deemed to have a settlement therein,
|233nw804; if it has the county system; if it has the town system,
I23389B7875' ne sna^ navc a settlement in the town, city or village
; • therein in which he has longest resided within such
! ill"1 afll •' year- Every person who has resided one year contm-
>iS3m 533', uously in the state, but not in any one county, shall
alanwli?-' nave a settlement in the county in which he has longest
318^3165•' res'ded within such year, if it has the county system;

if it has the town system, his settlement shall be in
; 3i8i $he town, city or village therein in which he has long-
',33 — 385,est resided within such year. The time during which
• 3i6i :a person has been an inmate of a hospital, poorhouse,
' 2os™w ell •il'a*''. Pr'son' or other public institution, and each month
j 237nw 4i6 ;during which he has received relief from the poor fund
J248nw7io jo f any county or municipality, shall be excluded in de-
J 31612 . termining the time of residence hereunder. Every

minor not emancipated and settled in his own right
shall have the same settlement as the parent with
whom he has resided.

A settlement in this state shall be terminated and
lost by:

(1) Acquiring a new one in another state.
(2) By voluntary and uninterrupted absence from

this state for a period of one year with intent to aban-
don his residence in the state of Minnesota, (R. L.
'05 § 1488; G. S. '13 § 3071, amended '19 c. 128)

20-240. 13+43; 71-503, 74+282; 78-36, 80+836; 89-01 93+
1052; 101-24, 111+652; 103-41, 114+261; 126-514, 14S+469;
127-527. 149f l070; 129-395, 152+1102; 149-81, 182+952.

A legal settlement was not lost by residence out of
. the state for less than one year; nor was it changed

to another count . 'herein, upon their return to the
state, the family ed for less than one year. 166-1SO,
201+323.

A poor person who has a legal settlement in a par-
ticular county retains it until he acquires a new settle-
ment in another county, or loses it by removing- from
the state. 167-178; 208+648.

To acquire a new settlement In another county he must
reside continuously for one year in that county. 167-
17S, 208+648.

31611
Etseq.

228nw 929

3161-1. Settlement of poor persons—Dispute as to
between political subdivisions in counties—Notice of
application to justice of the peace for determination—
Hearing and order by justice—Whenever a dispute shall
arise between political subdivisions within a county as

lw T\ i to the place of settlement of any poor person, either
31611-3 1 of such subdivisions may serve upon the other or others,
Jtraw.il/' • . i - T i i i « . , . _'---•— m the manner provided by law for the service of a

summons, a notice that it will on a day certain, not
less than five days after the service of such notice,
apply to a justice of the peace of a village or township
in said county other than those involved in such dis-
pute for a determination of the settlement of such poor
person. Such justice shall at the time fixed and with-
out a jury hear the evidence adduced by the parties to
such proceeding, and shall forthwith make and file his

I 3161"
, 245nw 365
. See 3157

3161 2
186m 509

order determining the place of settlement of such poor
person. ('25, c. 378, § 1)

3161-2. Same—Dispute as to between counties or
between county and political subdivision of another
county or subdivisions of different counties—Notice of!

. . . . . . . • TT I 10"m ovaapplication to district court for determination—Hear-, 24|nw ess
ing and order by judge—Whenever a dispute shall arise I nw

between two or more counties or between a county and
a political subdivision of another county or political
subdivisions of different counties as to the place of
settlement • of any poor person, any such county or
political subdivision may serve upon the other or others
a notice that it will on a day certain, not less than five
days after the service of such notice, apply to a judge
of the district court of the district in which the county
or political subdivision serving such notice lies for a
determination of the settlement of such poor person.
Such judge shall at the time fixed and without a jury
hear the evidence adduced by the parties to such pro-
ceeding, and shall forthwith make and file his order
determining the place of settlement of such poor per-
son. ('25, c. 378, | 2)

3161-3. Same—Appeals from orders of justices—
Trial of appeals—Cost of care of poor person pending
determination—Any party aggrieved by the order of
the justitce of the peace may appeal from said order
to the district court within the time and in the manner
provided for appeals in civil actions. Pending such
appeal the subdivision found by said order to be the
place of settlement of said poor person shall care for
said poor person; and if upon trial of the appeal it
shall be determined that the settlement ov: such poor
person is elsewhere, the subdivision so caring for him
during the pendency of the appeal shall be entitled to
recover, from the subdivision in" which the settlement
of such poor person is found by the district court to
be, for the reasonable cost of such care. The trial of
the appeal in the district court shall be de novo, shall
be tried by the judge without a jury, and may be
brought on for trial upon eight days' notice by either;
party. ('25, c, 378, §'3)

3161-4. Same—County of residence of poor person
charged with support of—The county or subdivision in
which such poor person shall by such order be found
to be his settlement shall thereafter be charged with
his care and support. ('25, c. 378, § 4)

3161-5. Same—Costs of proceedings—The prevail-
ing party shall be allowed disbursements necessarily
paid or incurred, to be taxed in the manner provided
in civil actions. ('25, c. 378, § 5)

3162. Removal of poor person—Settlement—When
a poor person is removed, as hereinafter provided, from
one county, town, city, or village to another, and the
authorities thereof deny that he is legally settled there-
in, they shall make temporary provision for his care.
If such removal -was irom one county to another coun-
ty, or to any town, city, or village of another, the
authorities may present the case to the state board of
control; if the removal was from one town, city, or
village to another within the same county, they may
present the case to the county board. The board shall
determine the settlement of such person, and certify
its findings, and thereupon he shall become a charge
upon the county, town, city, or village in which such
settlement is found to be, which shall also pay the cost
of caring for such person pending the investigation,
and of removing him to the place of his settlement,
together with the expenses of such investigation, in-
cluding the fees and mileage of witnesses, and, in the

3101* ,
i 179m '251 .
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3164-3185
239nw 217

„ 3165
33 —
33 —
33 — i

case of the state board, the expenses of its committees
or agents. But such findings of the board shall be
without prejudice in any litigation arising by reason
thereof. (1489) [3072]

131-43, 154+661,

3163. Bringing poor person into state—Whoever
without legal authority shall send, carry, or remove,
or cause to be sent, carried, or removed, any insane,
idiotic, or poor person from without the state to any
county therein, and there leave him, or cause him to
be left, with intent to make such county, or any town,
city, or village thereof, chargeable with his support or
relief, or who with like intent shall induce any such
person so to remove, shall forfeit fifty dollars, to be
recovered by the treasurer of such county, town, city,
or village, for the support of the poor therein, and
shall, moreover, be guilty of a misdemeanor. (1490)
[3073]

3164. Change of system—Whenever the county
board shall so determine, or if one-fourth of the voters
of the county shall petition therefor, the question of
changing from the system in force therein to either
the .town or county system shall be submitted to the
voters of the county at the next general election.. The
notices of such election shall state that the question
will be voted upon, and provisions for taking such vote
shall be made upon the blue ballots furnished there-
for, as in the case of other questions. If a majority
of the votes cast thereon be in the affirmative, the
change shall take effect upon the first Monday of Jan-
uary next thereafter. (1491) [3074]

I COUNTY SYSTEM

3165

3165

34 — I

; 3165. County—Poorhouse—In counties having the
Jcounty system, the members of the county board shall
;be superintendents of the poor. The board may estab-
lish and maintain a poorhouse for the reception and
! support of poor persons chargeable on the county,
! and also, if it shall deem best, a poor farm or work-
' house, or both, for the employment of the poor therein.
If, in the opinion of the board, the number of poor per-
sons does not warrant the purchase or lease of a poor-

. house, it may provide for their support in any other
way which it may deem proper. The expense of pro-
viding the necessary land and buildings shall be de-
frayed by a special tax, to be assessed, levied, and
collected like other county taxes. (1492) [3075]

See 25-269; 95-201, 103+1023; 126-208, 148+115.

3166. Member of board—No member of such county
. board shall be directly or indirectly interested in furn-

ishing supplies for the benefit of poor persons, or in
the erection or maintenance of any poorhouse or other
place provided for the reception of the poor, and no
such member shall be a physician for, or overseer of,
the poor. Every person violating this section shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor. (1493) [3076]

3167 . 3167. Board to appoint overseer—When a poor-
33 — is!house is established, the county board shall appoint, for

' the term of one year, and may at pleasure remove,
an overseer of the poor, who shall hold office until his
successor qualifies, and whose compensation shall be
fixed by the board annually. Before entering upon his
office, he shall give bond to the county in such sum as
the board may direct, to be approved by it, and con-
ditioned for the faithful performance of his duties; and
the board may require an additional bond whenever

i such bond is deemed insufficient. (1494) [3077]

3168. Powers and duties of overseer—Such overseer
shall have immediate charge and control of all poor

persons supported by the county, and of the poor-
house and other places provided for their reception or
employment, subject to the supervision of the board,
or a committee thereof appointed for that purpose. He
shall keep a record of the name, age, residence, con-
dition, and date of reception and discharge of each of
the persons received under his charge, and of all deaths
and births occurring. He shall keep an account of all
moneys and property received and disbursed by him,
and shall render and settle the same at least once each
year at such time as the board may appoint; and at the
expiration of his term of office, and at other times
when required, he shall make a report showing the
number, names, ages, and condition of all persons who
are or have been under his charge during the time
covered thereby, the length of time each person has
received support, the amounts received in money or
otherwise from the produce of the farm or workhouse
and from the labor of the inmates, and such other
facts and information as the board may require. (1495)
[3078]

3169. Commitment to poorhouse by board—The
overseer shall receive poor persons, and furnish them
with suitable support, at the place provided for that
purpose, upon order of the county board. The board
may discharge any such person when satisfied that he
is not legally chargeable upon the county. When any
inmate shall have left or been discharged from the
poorhouse, the overseer shall report the fact in writ-
ing to the board at its next meeting. (1496) [3079] ;|j"L3I»;

3170. Commitment by member—When application I
for relief or support is made to a member of the county
board by or for any poor person in his district, if satis-
fied that he is in actual need, is a proper subject for
public relief or support, and is legally settled in the '
county, or has no legal settlement in the state, he
shall make and sign an order directing the overseer to
receive such person, and to furnish him with suitable
support. Such order shall contain or be accompanied
by a statement of such person's name, age, condition,
former occupation, place of residence, and length of
residence in the county. Upon delivery to him of such
order, the overseer shall receive such person, and pro-
vide him with support until the further order of the
board. The member making such order shall report
the facts in writing to the board at its next session.
(1497) [3080]

25-259.
3171. Temporary relief—If upon inquiry such mem- •

her be of the opinion that only temporary and limited
assistance will be required by such person, or any
member of his family, and that it will be for the best
interest of the county to grant the same, instead of
making the order aforesaid, he may allow such person
or any member of a family relief to the amount that
he may deem expedient, subject to the following con-
ditions:

(1) No money shall be paid to any poor person
under this section except that when transportation is
furnished, a small sum may be given to such person
to buy food.

(2) Relief shall not be granted to any one person
or any one member of a family in a sum exceeding
thirty-five dollars in one calendar year, except that
in cases extended relief is asked before July 1st and
approved by the commissioner, the board may, by re-
solution, authorize him to increase the relief to the
amount of $75.00 and, by resolution unanimously
adopted, authorize him to increase the relief to the
amount of two hundred dollars, or so much thereof as
may be necessary.
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When relief is given under this section, an itemized
and verified bill of goods furnished or services ren-
dered, accompanied by an acknowledgment of the same
from the person receiving them, must be presented to
such member. Upon his approval thereof, he shall
direct the auditor in writing to issue his warrant for
the amount specified to be paid out of the fund for the
support and relief of the poor. A blank form for such
bill, acknowledgment, approval and order shall be pro-
vided by the auditor and used in all such cases. (R.
L, § 1498, amended '07 c. 360; '09 c. 290 § 1) [3081]

25-259.
A county which furnishes -relief to a poor person, in

discharge of the l iabil i ty imposed upon it by statute1 ,
there being no mistake or deception, cannot recover "f
the estate of the deceased person. 1G4-55, 204+469.

3172. Conveyance of poor persons—When an order
is made directing an overseer to receive any poor per-
son who is unable to travel without conveyance at
public expense, the board or member making the same
may, in writing, direct the sheriff or any near-by con-
stable to convey him to the place provided; and such
officer shall receive from the county reasonable com-
pensation therefor. (1499) [3082]

31-73. Settlement in another county—When applica-
tion for support or relief is made by a person whose
settlement is in another county, or in a town, city, or
village of another county, the board applied to, or its
chairman, shall warn him to depart from its county;
and if he is unable or refuses to do so within a reason-
able time, and is likely to become a public charge, the
chairman may issue an order, under his hand and the
seal of the board, to the sheriff or any constable of
the county, requiring him to convey such person to
the place of his settlement. If he be so sick, infirm, or
otherwise disabled as to render it unsafe or inhuman
to remove him, and is in immediate need of support or
relief, provision therefor shall be made in the manner
prescribed in [R. L.] §§ 1497-1499. All proper ex-
penses incurred by such county in making such re-
moval, or in furnishing such support or relief, shall
be paid by it, and shall be a legal claim in its favor
against the county, town, city, or village in which such
person has a settlement. (1500) [3083]

29-240, 13+43; 45-465, 48+23; 12G-B12, 148+4C9; 131-43,
154+661.

3174. Board to appoint physician—The board shall
appoint one or more practicing physicians to be phy-
sicians of the poor who shall hold office during the
pleasure of the board, and receive such compensation
as it may from time to time determine. If more than
one be appointed, the order of appointment shall pre-
scribe the district in which each shall act, and none
shall be required to act outside of his district except
in case of urgency. When directed by a member of
the board or by the overseer, such physician shall at-
tend upon and prescribe for any sick poor person in
charge of the overseer, and also on written direction
of a member of the board shall attend upon and pre-
scribe for any sick person who is entitled to receive
support or relief from the county. If immediate treat-
ment of any person who has been declared a county
charge be required, any licensed physician who may
prescribe for or treat him before the arrival of the
county physician shall be paid therefor. He shall at
once notify the county physician, who shall thereupon
take charge of the case. Within thirty days thereafter,
he shall file with the auditor a verified report, show-
ing the name and residence of the patient, the day and
hour when called, the distance traveled in going to such
place, the nature of the disease or injury, the service
performed, the time when the county physician was

notified and took charge, and the amount claimed as
compensation. The auditor shall present such report
at the next meeting of the board, which shall allow
reasonable compensation. (1501) [3084]

25-259; 95-201, 103fl023.

3175. Minors, how provided fo-r—When a minor be-
comes chargeable upon any county, the county board
shall secure his admission to the state public school,
or provide a home for him with some respectable
householder, if one can be found who will take him.
(1502) [3085]

3176. Burial at expense of county—When a person
dies in any county, not leaving sufficient means to de-
fray the necessary expenses of his burial, nor any
relatives therein of sufficient ability to procure his
burial, the county board shall cause a decent burial of
his remains to be made at the expense of the county.
(1503) [3086]

3177. Tax for support of poor—The county board
shall levy a tax annually sufficient to defray the esti-
mated expenses of supporting and relieving the poor
therein during the succeeding year, and to make up
any deficiency in the fund raised for that purpose dur-
ing the preceding year. (1504) [3087]

3178. District poorhouse—Board of directors—The
county boards of two or more counties, having a joint
population of not less than ten thousand, by concur-
rent resolutions may unite as a district, and establish
therein a district poorhouse, which shall be deemed the
poorhouse of the several counties. The management
of such poorhouse shall be vested in a board of direct-
ors, consisting of the chairmen of the several county
boards, if the district comprise more than two counties;
if it comprise two counties only, such board shall be
composed of the chairmen of the two county boards,
one other member of each board to be chosen an-,
rmally, and a fifth ehoseii by the other four. Such
board shall be a body corporate, with power to sue
and be sued, and to purchase, hold,' and convey real
and personal property. It shall meet at the district
poorhouse on the fourth Tuesdays of January and July
in each year for the transaction of such business as
may be brought before it, and may hold extra sessions
as it may deem necessary. An extra session-may be
called by a majority of the board, and the secretary
shall give at least ten days' notice thereof to the mem-
bers. At its first meeting, and each year thereafter
at its January meeting, the board shall elect from its
number a chairman, secretary, and treasurer. The
chairman shall preside at, all meetings, and sign all
documents requiring its signature. The secretary shall
prepare and present to the county boards bills for
all amounts due from the respective counties for the
support of poor persons, which shall be allowed and
paid as other like bills. The district overseer of the
poor shall be assistant secretary. The directors shall
receive three dollars 'per day for their attendance upon
meetings, and ten cents per mile for travel; but no
director shall be paid for more than twenty days' at-
tendance, or mileage for more than five meetings in
one year. (1505) [3088]

3179. Location and erection of poorhouse—Upon
the establishment of such district, the directors, by
resolution, shall set a time and place for a meeting
to receive and consider offers from any county, town,
city, village, or person in the district for the sale of
land therein for a poorhouse. At such meeting, or any
adjournment thereof, the'board may purchase such
land upon terms which it may deem most advantage-
ous, and may contract for or procure the erection of
such poorhouse and other buildings thereon, and the
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necessary equipment and supplies therefor. The board,
in its discretion, may provide for the employment
therein of such poor persons as may be able to labor;
but no such buildings shall be erected until the plans,
specifications, and location thereof are approved by
the state board of control. (1506) [3089]

3180. Expense of poorhouse, how apportioned—The
expense of providing such land, buildings, equipments
and supplies shall be assessed pro rata upon the sev-
eral counties according to the assessed valuation of
the taxable property therein for the preceding year.
The board shall fix a weekly rate for each inmate, to
be paid by the county from which he comes; and if, at
the end of any fiscal year, it appears that such rate
was insufficient to pay all expenses of maintaining
such poorhouse, the board shall levy upon each county,
to meet such deficit, an amount determined by the pro-
portion which the number of days' board furnished to
inmates from each county bears to the total number
furnished to all poor persons kept therein. The secre-
tary shall certify to the several auditors all amounts
assessed upon the counties under this section. (1507)
[3090]

3181. Overseer of poor—The board shall appoint an
overseer of poor of the district, who shall hold office
for six years, and until his successor qualifies, unless
sooner removed by the board for cause. He shall give
bond.as provided in the case of a county overseer, ex-
cept that such bond shall be approved by the board,
and made payable to its treasurer. He shall have
charge of all poor persons maintained at the district
poorhouse, subject to the supervision and written
direction of the board, or a committee thereof ap-
pointed for that purpose. He shall keep records and
accounts, and shall settle his accounts with, and make
reports to, the board as provided in the case of a
county overseer; stating also in his reports the county
to which each poor person is chargeable. He shall also

• render to the state board of control such reports as
- are required from county overseers of the poor. (1508)

[3091]
3182. Board of control may purchase land for poor

farm—The board of control of any county of this state
may purchase land for its poor farm to be operated in
connection with its almshouse. Said land shall be paid
for in the same manner as other purchases of said
board of control are paid for, and the title to said land
shall be taken and held in the same manner as the title
of other lands of said board of control is now held;
provided, that the land so purchased for said poor
farm, together with land heretofore purchased and
now owned by said board of control, shall not exceed
in area 320 acres, and provided, that no such land shall
be purchased without the approval of the city council
of the city and the board of county commissioners of
the county wherein said board of control exists. ('11
c. 218 | 1) [3093]

'05 c. 79. amended '15 c. 80, fixes the salary of any
member of the board of control at $900.00 and allows
the board to fix the salary of the almshouse and hospital
physician appointed by It at not to exceed $5000,00 per
year.

3183. County boards to contract for care of persona
other than paupers—The board of county commission-
ers of any county now or hereinafter maintaining a
poorhouse for the reception and support of poor per-
sons chargeable on such county are hereby authorized
to enter into contracts for the support and care at
such poorhouse of aged and decrepit persons or indi-
gent persons who are then actual residents of said
county, for a stipulated sum per week; provided, how-
ever, that said sum shall be one amply sufficient to

3184
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33 — 91
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fully reimburse the county, unless such person is an
indigent person; and provided further, that the county
board shall have the privilege and right to terminate
such contracts whenever such board may deem it 'for
the best interest of the county so to do. ('15 c. 321
§ 1)

TOWN SYSTEM

3184. Town board and councils to be superintend-!
ents—Relief—In counties having the town system, the
town boards and city and village councils shall be su-
perintendents of the poor. All applications for aid
shall be made to such boards or councils, which shall
grant such relief as they deem necessary, by paying
for the board and care of the applicants, providing
transportation to their homes, paying rent, furnishing
provisions, clothing, fuel and medical attendance, and
burying the dead. They shall pay no cash to any poor
person, and shall allow no bill for goods furnished or
services rendered to him, unless a member of such
board or council shall certify in writing that the ac-
count is correct and just; that the goods or services
were necessary for his relief, were actually delivered
or rendered, and were of good quality; and that the
prices charged are reasonable. Every such bill shall
specify the name of the person for whom the goods or
services were furnished or rendered, and the amount
charged for each person. (1509) [3094]

57-145, 58+871: 71-503, 74+282; 74-515, 77+290, 430; 95-
201, 103+1023; 123-383, 143+984.

3185. Member not to be interested, etc.—No mem-
ber of any such board or council shall be directly or
indirectly interested in furnishing supplies for the ben-
efit of poor persons, or the erection or maintenance of
any poorhouse or other place provided for the recep-
tion of the poor, and no such member shall be a physi-
cian for, or overseer of, the poor. Every person vio-
lating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(1510) [3095] ;• 31sa ;

3186. Granting of relief and transportation of poor !233i"vso4('
to legal settlement in the state—Each board and coun- I 61 .'
cil shall have the following powers and duties:

1. It may appoint a practicing physician to be
physician of the poor, who shall hold office during its
pleasure, and receive such compensation as it may
from time to time determine. When directed by a
member of the board or council, such physician shall
attend upon and prescribe for any sick poor person
entitled to support or relief from the town, city or
village.

2. Whenever any person not having a legal settle-
ment therein shall be taken sick, -lame or otherwise
disabled, or for any other cause shall be in need of re-
lief as a poor person, and shall make application for
relief to any such board or council of such municipal-
try, its chairman, mayor or president shall warn him
to depart; and if he is unable or refuses to do so with-
tn a reasonable time and is likely to become a public
charge, such chairman, mayor or president may, in
writing require any constable or marshal of the town,
city or village to convey him to the place of his settle-
ment, if he have a settlement in this state. If such
person is so sick or infirm as to render it unsafe or
inhuman to remove him, and is in need of immediate
support or relief, the board or council shall provide
such assistance as it deems necessary, and if he dies,
shall give him decent burial. The expense so incurred
shall be paid by the town, city or village, and shall
thereupon become a charge against the county. Upon
payment thereof, the county may recover the same
from the county, town, city or village of such person's
settlement, if he have any within this state. Within
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live days after such person becomes a public charge,
the board or council shall notify the county auditor,
and thereupon the county board may take him in
cnarge, or relieve him in such manner as it may seem
lit.

3. When any minor becomes chargeable upon any
town, city or village for support, the board or council,
or a member thereof, shall apply to the county board
to secure his admission to the state public school, or
secure him a home with some respectable householder,
if one can be found who will take him. (R. L. '05 §
1511; G. S. '13 § 3096, amended '15 c. 36G; '17 c. 39 § 1)

Notice not condi t ion precedent (101-11. 111+C51); 135-
183, 160+CG9; 149-81. 182+952.

3187. Poorhouse—The county board of any county
having the town system may establish, maintain and
govern a county poorhouse in the same manner as in
other counties. The cost thereof shall be paid by the
county; but at its July meeting in each year the county
board shall fix a weekly rate for each inmate, to be
paid to the county by the town, city, or village from
which he comes. The chairman of the town board or
the president of the council may sign commitments to
such poorhouse, and designate some officer of his mu-
nicipality to convey any poor person thereto; the ex-
pense thereof to be paid from the town, city, or village
poor fund. The overseer of such poorhouse may dis-
charge any inmate who, in his judgment, is capable of
self-support, or who is ordered discharged by the offi-
cer by whom he was committed; and, when necessary,
ne may furnish transportation to a discharged inmate,
at the expense of the county, to the place from which
he came. (1512) [3097]

333—82sa' 31f*8. Taxes, how levied—In counties having the
jtown system, the voters of each town at their annual
meeting, and the council of each city and village an-
nually, shall levy upon the property taxable therein a
tax in such amount as shall seem necessary for the
support and relief of the poor. Such tax shall not be
less than one mill upon each dollar of the assessed
valuation, unless there be in the poor fund at least
fifty dollars above the amount of orders outstanding.
The clerk shall certify to the county auditor such levy,
or the fact that no tax is necessary. If a tax be levied,
the auditor shall calculate the rate, and extend the
same; and, if no certificate be made, he shall levy and
extend a tax of one mill on the dollar upon the prop-
erty taxable in the town, city or village in default.
The proceeds of each tax shall-be paid to the treas-
urers of the towns, cities and villages. (1513) [3098]

3189. Allowance to towns on change from county
system—The county board of any county which has
changed from the county system to the town system
may appropriate out of the poor fund such sum as it
may deem advisable to reimburse any town, city or
village in its county for money expended or indebted-
ness incurred for the care of the poor therein, if it
shall have expended or incurred an indebtedness of not
less than three hundred dollars for that purpose with-
in the year preceding its application for such allow-
ance. (1514) [3099]

3190. Change from county system—That whenever
the system for relief of the poor in any county is
changed from the county system to the town system
and there has been levied or assessed for the year in
which such change occurs, a tax for the poor fund of
such county under such county system, 80 per cent of
the moneys received by such county for such tax shall
be paid over to the treasurers of the various towns,
villages and cities of such county in the manner here-
inafter provided. ('07 c. 37 § 1} [3100]

3191. Duty of county auditor—That on the 20th
day of March and the 20th day of June and the 20th
day of November in such year, the auditor of such
county shall compute the amount of taxes collected
for such poor fund from the taxpayers of each town,
village or city in such county and which then remains
in the treasury of such county, and shall draw his war-
rant in favor of the treasurer of each of such towns,
villages and cities for 80 per cent of the amount re-
ceived from such town, village or city, and the same
shall be forthwith paid by the treasurer of such
county. ('07 c. 37 § 2} [3101]

3192. Poor fund of towns, etc.—The moneys so paid
to the treasurers of such towns, villages and cities
shall constitute the poor fund for such towns, villages
and cities for the year in which such change is made.
('07 c. 37 § 3) [3102]

3193. Change from county system—Payment from
county fund—That whenever the system for relief of
the poor in any county is changed from the county
system to the town system and there remains in the
county poor fund a surplus which has been levied or
assessed as a tax for the poor fund of such county
under such county system for the years prior to the
year in which such change occurred and which then re-
mains in the treasury of such county, the auditor of
such county shall compute the amount of taxes col-
lected for such poor fund from the taxpayers of each
town, village or city in such county and shall draw a
warrant for the pro rata amount received from such
town, village or city, and the same shall be forthwith
paid by the treasurer of such county to the treasurers
of the respective towns, villages or cities of said
county. ('13 c. 39 § 1) [3103]

3194. Duty of auditor—Poor fund—The money so
paid to the treasurers of such towns, villages or cities
shall become a part of the poor fund of such town,
village and city and shall be used for no other purpose.
('13 c. 39 § 2) [3104]

3195. Counties to pay portion of poor expenses in
certain cases—In all counties in this state wherein the
poor are cared for under the town system, if the ex-
pense incurred by any town, village or city of the third
or fourth class however organized, for the care of the
poor therein in any calendar year exceeds an amount
in excess of one mill on the taxable value of property
in such town, village or city of the third or fourth class
for that year, then and in that event the chairman of
such town board and the clerk thereof or president of
village council and recorder or the mayor of such city
(of the third or fourth class) and the clerk thereof as
the case may be shall certify to the county auditor a
statement showing when, for what purpose, the amount
and to whom expense was incurred by such town, vil-
lage or city (of the third or fourth class) in the care
of each named pauper. The county auditor shall lay
such statement before the county board at its meeting
next following the receipt thereof. Of such annual ex-
pense seventy-five per cent of the amount in excess of
one mill on the taxable value of property in such town,
village or city (of the third or fourth class) shall be a
claim against the county, and if such statement is
deemed by the county board to be correct, the same,
to the extent herein prescribed, shall be allowed and
paid by the county to the treasurer of such town, vil-
lage or city (of the third or fourth class) who shall
credit the sum so paid to the poor fund of the town
village or city (of the third or fourth class). ('21, c.
420; amended '27, c. 49, § 1)

3105
31 — 184

3195
233nw 804
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COUNTIES EXCEEDING 75,000

3196. Board of poor commissioners, how consti-
tuted—In counties having a population of over 75,000,
and an area of over 5,000 square miles, there shall be
a board of three poor commissioners appointed by the
chairman of the board of county commissioners of such
county, with the approval of the judges of the district
court of the judicial district in which such county is
located. The terms of the members of the first board
shall expire, respectively, on the first Monday of Jan-
uary, in the first, second and third years after their
appointment. Upon the expiration of such terms,
their successors shall be appointed in like manner for
terms of three years; and vacancies shall be filled by
like appointment for the unexpired terms. Upon the
appointment of the first board, and annually there-
after on the first Monday in January, the board shall
elect from its number a president and a vice-president,
to serve for one year, and until their successors qual-
ify. It shall make rules for the government of its
proceedings, and fixing the times for holding its meet-
ings, and may amend the same at any time. The mem-
bers shall receive no compensation for their services,
but each shall be repaid out of the county poor fund
his necessary expenses, a verified and itemized state-
ment of which shall be filed with and approved by the
board. It shall be provided with a suitable office, the
expenses whereof shall be paid out of the county poor
fund. ('07 c. 222 § 1} [3105]

Historical—Section 5 repeals inconsistent acts, etc.
R, L. g 1515 provided for the appointment of such

board, and for their removal, by the judges of the dis-
trict court. In other respects the section above set forth
is identical with said section; and sections 2, 3, and 4 are
identical with R. L. §§ 1516, 1517. 1518, all of which are
superseded.

3197. Powers and duties of board—Such board
shall have all the powers and duties relative to the
care of the poor which in counties having the county
system appertain to the county board. All moneys
arising from tbe labor of poor persons in its care, or
from the produce of the poor farm, shall be paid to
the board and by it paid into the county treasury, to
the credit of the poor fund. No money shall be paid
from such fund, except on vouchers of the board,
signed by its president or vice-president, and counter-
signed by its clerk. On the first Monday of January,
April, July and October in each year, the hoard shall
file with the county auditor an itemized statement of
its receipts and expenditures for the preceding three
months. ('07 c. 222 § 2)

3198. Clerk of poor board, to be paid out of county
poor fund, and salary to be fixed by board—Such board
shall appoint a clerk to serve during its pleasure and
fix his compensation, which shall be paid out of the
county poor fund. He shall keep a record of all the
doings of the board; preserve in its office all docu-
ments relating to its business; keep an account of all
its receipts and expenditures, and the name and ad-
dress of each person by or for whom relief has been
•granted, with the amount and date thereof. He shall
investigate the condition and needs of all persons by
,or for whom application is made for relief and report
to the board thereon. The board may authorize him
ito grant temporary relief in cases of emergency, .but

it shall by resolution limit the amount of relief to be
so granted without previous action by the board. The
board may employ such other assistance as may be
necessary to discharge its duties. ('07 c. 222 § 3,
amended '19 c. 26 § 1) [3107]

3199. Taxes, how levied—On or before October 1,
in each year, such board shall determine by resolution
the amount of tax to be levied for the ensuing year
for the support of the poor, the maintenance of the
poorhouse and other places provided for the reception
of the poor, and the erection of any buildings or im-
provements, and the adoption of such resolution shall
constitute a levy on the property taxable in the county
of the amount named therein; 'but the amount so
levied for all purposes, except for the erection or re-
pair of buildings, shall not exceed an amount equal to
six-tenths of one mill on each dollar of assessed val-
uation. On or before October 5, thereafter, the board
shall file a certified copy of such resolution with the
county auditor, who shall enter the amount upon the
tax lists. Such tax, when collected, shall be credited
to the county poor fund. ('07 c. 222 | 4) [3108]

For system of poor relief in counties having 80 town-
ships and an assessed valuation exceeding $20 000,000 and
less than $50,000,000 see '17 c. 187.

COUNTIES WITH 400,000 POPULATION OR OVER.

3199-1. Poor houses—Bond issue for—The board of
county commissioners of any county in the state now
or hereafter having a population of 400,000 inhabitants
or over, is hereby authorized by resolutions duly passed
by a majority vote to issue and sell the 'negotiable
bonds of such county in such amounts as it shall from
time to time deem necessary, not to exceed, however,
in the aggregate, $250,000 par value, for the purpose
of constructing an adequate county poor house. ('25,
c. 249, § 1)

3199-2. Same—Issue and sale of bonds—Such county
board may issue and sell the bonds of the county for
the purposes hereinbefore specified in an amount not
exceeding- $250,000 par value, the principal of which
bonds shall mature and be payable in not more than
fifteen annual installments as nearly equal as prac-
tical, the first installment of which shall mature not
more than five years from the date of issuance of such
bonds". The bonds shall be sold in the manner provided
for in Section 1856, General Statutes of 1913, but the
rate of interest shall in no case exceed four and one-
half per cent per annum, payable annually or semi-
annually, and said bonds shall not be sold at less than
par. The full faith and credit of the county shall be
pledged to the payment of the principal and interest
of such bonds. ('25, c. 249, § 2)

Kxpliinatory not*—For O. S. 1913, § 1856 see § 1943.
herein.

3199-3. Same—Tax levy—The board of county com-
missioners of any such county issuing bonds under the
provisions of this act shall annually after the issuance
of such bonds levy or cause to be levied a tax upon all
the taxable property of such county in addition to all
other taxes levied in an amount corresponding to the
principal and interest on such bonds falling due from
year to year. ('25, c. 249, § 3)
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