
524.5-120 BILL OF RIGHTS FOR PERSONS SUBJECT TO GUARDIANSHIP OR​
CONSERVATORSHIP.​

The person subject to guardianship or person subject to conservatorship retains all rights not restricted​
by court order and these rights must be enforced by the court. These rights include the right to:​

(1) treatment with dignity and respect;​

(2) due consideration of current and previously stated personal desires and preferences, including but​
not limited to medical treatment preferences, cultural practices, religious beliefs, and other preferences and​
opinions in decisions made by the guardian or conservator;​

(3) participate in decision making about and receive timely and appropriate health care and medical​
treatment that does not violate known preferences or conscientious, religious, or moral beliefs of the person​
subject to guardianship or person subject to conservatorship;​

(4) exercise control of all aspects of life unless delegated specifically to the guardian or conservator by​
court order;​

(5) guardianship or conservatorship services individually suited to the conditions and needs of the person​
subject to guardianship or the person subject to conservatorship;​

(6) petition the court to prevent or initiate a change in abode;​

(7) care, comfort, social and recreational needs, employment and employment supports, training,​
education, habilitation, and rehabilitation care and services, within available resources;​

(8) be consulted concerning, and to decide to the extent possible, the reasonable care and disposition of​
the clothing, furniture, vehicles, and other personal property and effects of the person subject to guardianship​
or person subject to conservatorship, to object to the disposition of personal property and effects, and to​
petition the court for a review of the guardian's or conservator's proposed disposition;​

(9) personal privacy;​

(10) communicate, visit, or interact with others, including receiving visitors, making or receiving​
telephone calls, sending or receiving personal mail, sending or receiving electronic communications including​
through social media, or participating in social activities, unless the guardian has good cause to believe a​
restriction of communication, visitation, or interaction is necessary because interaction with the person poses​
a substantial risk of significant physical, psychological, or financial harm to the person subject to guardianship,​
and there is no other means to avoid or mitigate the significant harm. If the guardian believes a restriction​
is necessary, the guardian must first seek limited restrictions whenever possible, including supervised visits,​
phone calls, video calls, written correspondence, or limits on the length, frequency, or content of​
communication. In all cases, the guardian shall provide written notice of the restrictions imposed to the​
court; to the person subject to guardianship and their attorney, if known; and to the person subject to​
restrictions within 48 hours of imposing the restriction. The notice shall include a description of the reason​
the restriction is imposed; a description of any limited restrictions attempted; if applicable, the reason the​
limited restrictions were not sufficient; and instructions on how to seek a modification of the restrictions.​
The person subject to guardianship or the person subject to restrictions may petition the court to remove or​
modify the restrictions;​

(11) marry and procreate, unless court approval is required;​

(12) elect or object to sterilization as provided in section 524.5-313, paragraph (c), clause (4), item (iv);​
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(13) at any time, petition the court for termination or modification of the guardianship or conservatorship,​
and any decisions made by the guardian or conservator in relation to powers granted, or for other appropriate​
relief;​

(14) be represented by an attorney in any proceeding or for the purpose of petitioning the court;​

(15) vote, unless restricted by the court;​

(16) be consulted concerning, and make decisions to the extent possible, about personal image and name,​
unless restricted by the court; and​

(17) execute a health care directive, including both health care instructions and the appointment of a​
health care agent, if the court has not granted a guardian any of the powers or duties under section 524.5-313,​
paragraph (c), clause (1), (2), or (4).​

History: 2009 c 150 s 5; 2010 c 254 s 2; 2020 c 86 art 1 s 13; 2025 c 35 art 11 s 13​
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