1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2025 171.0705

171.0705 DRIVER'S MANUAL.

Subdivision 1. Driver's manual; alcohol consumption. (a) The commissioner shall include in each
subsequent edition of the driver's manual published by the department a chapter relating to:

(1) the effect of alcohol consumption on highway safety and on the ability of drivers to safely operate
motor vehicles;

(2) a summary of the laws of Minnesota on operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(3) the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting from violations of laws prohibiting the
operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

(b) This chapter shall also include information on the dangers of driving at alcohol concentration levels
below the legal limit for alcohol concentration, and specifically state that:

(1) there is no "safe" level or amount of alcohol that an individual can assume will not impair one's
driving performance or increase the risk of a crash;

(2) adriver may be convicted of driving while impaired whether or not the driver's alcohol concentration
exceeds the legal limit for alcohol concentration; and

(3) a person under the legal drinking age may be convicted of illegally consuming alcohol if found to
have consumed any amount of alcohol, and if that person was driving during or after the consumption of
alcohol is subject to driver's license suspension.

Subd. 2. Driver's manual; vulnerable road users. The commissioner must include in the driver's
manual published by the department a section relating to vulnerable road users and motorcyclists or operators
of two- or three-wheeled vehicles that, at a minimum, includes:

(1) bicycle traffic laws, including any changes in the law which affect bicycle traffic;
(2) traffic laws related to pedestrians and pedestrian safety; and

(3) traffic laws related to motorcycles, autocycles, motorized bicycles, motorized foot scooters, and
electric personal assistive mobility devices.

Subd. 2a. Driver's manual; work zone safety. The commissioner must include in each edition of the
driver's manual published by the department a section relating to work zone safety and road construction
worker safety that, at a minimum, includes:

(1) traffic laws related to work zone safety, including work zone speed limits and the surcharge imposed
for a person convicted of speeding in a work zone;

(2) commonly used work zone markings and traffic control devices;

(3) traffic laws related to distracted driving, with an emphasis on the dangers of distracted driving in
work zones; and

(4) lane merger benefits and best practices, including information on motorists safely merging from two
lanes into a single lane of traffic when a lane is closed due to construction, reconstruction, or maintenance.
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Subd. 3. Driver's manual; carbon monoxide. The commissioner shall include in each edition of the
driver's manual published by the department a section that includes up-to-date lifesaving information on
carbon monoxide poisoning.

Subd. 4. Driver's manual; crosswalk right-of-way. The commissioner shall include in each edition
of the driver's manual published by the department a section relating to the circumstances under which a
driver must stop to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian in a crosswalk and the penalties for failure to yield.

Subd. 5. Driver's manual; driving in right lane. The commissioner shall include in each edition of
the driver's manual published by the department instructions relating to circumstances under which a driver
of a motor vehicle should drive in the right-hand lane of a highway that is divided into more than one lane
in the same direction of travel.

Subd. 6. Driver's manual; fleeing from peace officer. The commissioner shall include in each edition
of the driver's manual published by the department a section relating to the criminal sanctions and forfeiture
provisions applicable to persons who flee a peace officer in a motor vehicle.

Subd. 7. Driver's manual; interaction with commercial motor vehicle. The commissioner shall
include in each edition of the driver's manual published by the department a section that includes information
on awareness and safe interaction with commercial motor vehicle traffic.

Subd. 8. Driver's manual; organ and tissue donation. The commissioner shall include in each edition
of the driver's manual published by the department a section that includes information on the shortage of
organs and tissues for transplant, basic facts about donation, use of the driver's license as an indication of
donation intent, and the importance of informing family members of the driver's decision.

Subd. 9. Driver's manual; railroad crossing safety. The commissioner shall include in each edition
of the driver's manual published by the department a section relating to safe operation of vehicles at railroad
grade crossings.

Subd. 10. Pupil transportation safety. The commissioner shall include in each edition of the driver's
manual a section relating to pupil transportation safety laws.

Subd. 11. Manual and study material availability. The commissioner must publish the driver's manual
and study support materials for the written exam and skills exam. The study support materials must focus
on the subjects and skills that are most commonly failed by exam takers. The commissioner must ensure
that the driver's manual and study support materials are easily located and are available for no cost.

History: 1939 ¢ 401 s 13, 1947 c 4795 1, 1949 c 1285 1; 1971 c 644 s 13, 1971 ¢ 846 s 1; 1973 ¢ 698
§5; 1981 ¢ 3575 64; 1983 ¢ 53 s 1; 1986 ¢ 330s 2; 1986 ¢ 444; 1988 ¢ 712 s 1; 1989 ¢ 307 s 25; 1991 ¢
298 art2s 3,4, art 7 s 4; 1993 ¢ 142 s 3; 1993 ¢ 187 5 20,21; 1993 ¢ 347 s 13, 1995 ¢ 72 s 3,4, 1995 ¢ 104
§2,3;, 1996 ¢ 33352, 1997 c 159 art 2.5 33,34; 2002 ¢ 305 s 2; 2002 ¢ 371 art 1 s 59; 2005 ¢ 53 s 1; 2005
c56s1; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 40,41; art 3 s 70; 2008 ¢ 350 art 1 s 58-60; 2010 ¢ 356 s 3; 2011 ¢ 70 s 3,4;
2023 ¢ 255 91-96;, 2023 c 68 art 6 s 10; 2024 ¢ 127 art 3 s 68; 1Sp2025 c 8 art 2 s 44
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