
168.33 COMMISSIONER AS REGISTRAR OF VEHICLES; DEPUTY REGISTRARS.​

Subdivision 1. Commissioner's duties and powers, generally. The commissioner of public safety is​
the registrar of vehicles of the state of Minnesota, and shall exercise all the powers granted to and perform​
all the duties imposed by this chapter. The commissioner of public safety is authorized to obtain information​
about all vehicles subject to taxation under this chapter upon which the tax has not been paid, and to present​
suitable complaints to courts of competent jurisdiction.​

Subd. 2. Deputy registrars. (a) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause discontinue, a deputy​
registrar for any statutory or home rule charter city as the public interest and convenience may require,​
without regard to whether the county auditor of the county in which the city is situated has been appointed​
as the deputy registrar for the county or has been discontinued as the deputy registrar for the county, and​
without regard to whether the county in which the city is situated has established a county license bureau​
that issues motor vehicle licenses as provided in section 373.32.​

(b) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause discontinue, a deputy registrar for any statutory or​
home rule charter city as the public interest and convenience may require, if the auditor for the county in​
which the city is situated chooses not to accept appointment as the deputy registrar for the county or is​
discontinued as a deputy registrar, or if the county in which the city is situated has not established a county​
license bureau that issues motor vehicle licenses as provided in section 373.32.​

(c) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause discontinue, the county auditor of each county as a​
deputy registrar.​

(d) Despite any other provision, a person other than a county auditor or a director of a county license​
bureau, who was appointed by the registrar before August 1, 1976, as a deputy registrar for any statutory or​
home rule charter city, may continue to serve as deputy registrar and may be discontinued for cause only​
by the commissioner. The county auditor who appointed the deputy registrars is responsible for the acts of​
deputy registrars appointed by the auditor.​

(e) Each deputy, before entering upon the discharge of duties, shall take and subscribe an oath to faithfully​
discharge the duties and to uphold the laws of the state.​

(f) If a deputy registrar appointed under this subdivision is not an officer or employee of a county or​
statutory or home rule charter city, the deputy shall in addition give bond to the state in the sum of $10,000,​
or a larger sum as may be required by the commissioner, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of duties​
as deputy registrar.​

(g) A corporation governed by chapter 302A or 317A may be appointed a deputy registrar. Upon​
application by an individual serving as a deputy registrar and the giving of the requisite bond as provided​
in this subdivision, personally assured by the individual or another individual approved by the commissioner,​
a corporation named in an application then becomes the duly appointed and qualified successor to the deputy​
registrar.​

(h) Each deputy registrar appointed under this subdivision shall keep and maintain office locations​
approved by the commissioner for the registration of vehicles and the collection of taxes and fees on vehicles.​

(i) The deputy registrar shall keep records and make reports to the commissioner as the commissioner​
requires. The records must be maintained at the offices of the deputy registrar in a manner that complies​
with sections 13.05, subdivision 5, and 13.055. As an alternative to paper copy storage, a deputy registrar​
may retain records and documents in a secure electronic medium that complies with the security requirements​
under the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation, Criminal Justice Information Services Division,​
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Policy 5.4 or any successor policy, provided 60 days have elapsed since the transaction and subject to​
standards established by the commissioner. The deputy registrar is responsible for all costs associated with​
the conversion to electronic records and maintenance of the electronic storage medium, including the​
destruction of existing paper records after conversion to the electronic format. All queries and responses in​
the secure electronic medium, and all actions in which data are entered, updated, accessed, or shared or​
disseminated by the deputy registrar must be contained in a data audit trail. Data contained in the audit trail​
are public to the extent the data are not otherwise classified under this section. The records and offices of​
the deputy registrar must at all times be open to the inspection of the commissioner or the commissioner's​
agents. The deputy registrar shall report to the commissioner by the next working day following receipt all​
registrations made and taxes and fees collected by the deputy registrar.​

(j) The filing fee imposed under subdivision 7 must be deposited in the treasury of the place for which​
appointed or, if not a public official, a deputy shall retain the filing fee, but the registration tax and any​
additional fees for delayed registration the deputy registrar has collected the deputy registrar shall deposit​
by the next working day following receipt in an approved state depository to the credit of the state through​
the commissioner of management and budget. The place for which the deputy registrar is appointed through​
its governing body must provide the deputy registrar with facilities and personnel to carry out the duties​
imposed by this subdivision if the deputy is a public official. In all other cases, the deputy shall maintain a​
suitable facility for serving the public.​

Subd. 2a. Deputy registrars, continuation in office. Persons serving as deputy registrars on July 1,​
1970, shall continue to hold office until a successor is duly appointed and qualifies.​

Subd. 2b. Deputy registrars, employment status. (a) Deputy registrars, and their employees, who​
retain the filing fee in lieu of a salary, shall, after July 1, 1971, be considered as independent contractors for​
pension purposes, and ineligible because of such service for coverage under the Minnesota State Retirement​
System or membership in the Public Employees Retirement Association.​

(b) Those deputy registrars as defined in this subdivision who are covered by the Minnesota State​
Retirement System on June 30, 1971, may terminate coverage on July 1, 1971, or continue coverage until​
termination of state service. The form of this option and the time for filing must be as prescribed by the​
board of directors of the system. Those choosing to continue coverage shall provide from the filing fees​
retained the employee and employer contributions as required by chapter 352.​

Subd. 3. [Renumbered 168.0185]​

Subd. 4. MS 1994 [Repealed, 1996 c 435 s 18]​

Subd. 5. MS 1994 [Repealed, 1996 c 435 s 18]​

Subd. 6. Application. Every deputy registrar shall use application forms or formats as prescribed by or​
approved by the commissioner.​

Subd. 7. Filing fees; allocations. (a) In addition to all other statutory fees and taxes:​

(1) an $8 filing fee is imposed on every vehicle registration renewal, excluding pro rate transactions;​
and​

(2) a $12 filing fee is imposed on every other type of vehicle transaction, including motor carrier fuel​
licenses under sections 168D.05 and 168D.06, and pro rate transactions.​

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a):​
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(1) a filing fee may not be charged for a document returned for a refund or for a correction of an error​
made by the Department of Public Safety, a dealer, or a deputy registrar; and​

(2) no filing fee or other fee may be charged for the permanent surrender of a title for a vehicle.​

(c) The filing fee must be shown as a separate item on all registration renewal notices sent out by the​
commissioner.​

(d) The statutory fees and taxes, the filing fees imposed under paragraph (a), and the surcharge imposed​
under paragraph (f) may be paid by credit card or debit card. The deputy registrar may collect a surcharge​
on the payment made under this paragraph not greater than the cost of processing a credit card or debit card​
transaction, in accordance with emergency rules established by the commissioner of public safety. The​
surcharge authorized by this paragraph must be used to pay the cost of processing credit and debit card​
transactions.​

(e) The fees collected under paragraph (a) by the department must be allocated as follows:​

(1) of the fees collected under paragraph (a), clause (1):​

(i) $6.50 must be deposited in the driver and vehicle services operating account under section 299A.705,​
subdivision 1; and​

(ii) $1.50 must be deposited in the driver and vehicle services technology account under section 299A.705,​
subdivision 3; and​

(2) of the fees collected under paragraph (a), clause (2):​

(i) $3.50 must be deposited in the general fund;​

(ii) $7 must be deposited in the driver and vehicle services operating account under section 299A.705,​
subdivision 1; and​

(iii) $1.50 must be deposited in the driver and vehicle services technology account under section​
299A.705, subdivision 3.​

(f) In addition to all other statutory fees and taxes, a deputy registrar must assess a $1 surcharge on every​
transaction for which filing fees are collected under this subdivision. The surcharge authorized by this​
paragraph must be (1) deposited in the treasury of the place for which the deputy registrar is appointed, or​
(2) if the deputy registrar is not a public official, retained by the deputy registrar. For purposes of this​
paragraph, a deputy registrar does not include the commissioner.​

Subd. 7a. Reimbursements. (a) The commissioner must issue payment to a deputy registrar as follows:​

(1) $2 for paying an account balance;​

(2) $4 for the following transactions:​

(i) updating a vehicle's address or the county in which the vehicle is kept;​

(ii) changing or verifying an address related to the International Registration Plan or the International​
Fuel Tax Agreement;​

(iii) updating contact information for the International Registration Plan or the International Fuel Tax​
Agreement;​
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(iv) processing a vehicle that has been sold, donated, or removed from the state; and​

(v) marking a vehicle as junked;​

(3) $8 for the following transactions:​

(i) changing a customer's personal identification number;​

(ii) adding or removing liens for veterans with a total service-connected disability;​

(iii) providing a duplicate title;​

(iv) issuing International Fuel Tax Agreement decals;​

(v) managing an International Fuel Tax Agreement license; and​

(vi) administrative review requests; and​

(4) an amount that equals the fee established under subdivision 7, paragraph (a), clause (2), for the​
following transactions:​

(i) vehicle renewal for veterans with a total service-connected disability;​

(ii) plate change for veterans with a total service-connected disability;​

(iii) correcting or changing title and vehicle details;​

(iv) issuing a new disability parking certificate;​

(v) new title and registration for veterans with a total service-connected disability;​

(vi) transferring title and registration for veterans with a total service-connected disability; and​

(vii) replacing plates, stickers, or registration cards.​

(b) The following transactions for which no filing fee under subdivision 7 is collected are not eligible​
for payment of any kind:​

(1) collection of another fee type, including but not limited to a record request fee or a fast track fee;​

(2) voluntary waiver of a fee by the deputy registrar; and​

(3) ancillary to a transaction for which a filing fee may be imposed.​

(c) If the amount appropriated for payments under this subdivision is insufficient, the commissioner​
must prorate the payments.​

Subd. 8. Disability certificates. The commissioner shall allow deputy registrars to implement and follow​
procedures for processing applications and accepting and remitting fee payments for disability certificates​
issued under section 169.345, subdivision 3c, that are identical or substantially similar to the procedures​
required by law or rule for vehicle registration and titling transactions.​

Subd. 8a. Electronic transmission. (a) If the commissioner accepts electronic transmission of a motor​
vehicle transfer and registration by a new or used motor vehicle dealer, a deputy registrar who is equipped​
with electronic transmission technology and trained in its use must receive the filing fee provided for in​
subdivision 7 and review the transfer of each new or used motor vehicle to determine its genuineness and​
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regularity before issuance of a certificate of title, and must receive and retain the filing fee under subdivision​
7, paragraph (a), clause (2).​

(b) The commissioner must establish reasonable performance, security, technical, and financial standards​
to approve companies that provide computer software and services to motor vehicle dealers to electronically​
transmit vehicle title transfer and registration information. An approved company must be offered access to​
department facilities, staff, and technology on a fair and reasonable basis. An approved company must not​
have an ownership interest with a deputy registrar or a driver's license agent. An approved company is not​
eligible to be appointed by the commissioner as a deputy registrar or a driver's license agent.​

Subd. 8b. Competitive bidding. (a) Notwithstanding any statute or rule to the contrary, if a deputy​
registrar appointed under this section permanently stops offering services at the approved office location​
and permanently closes the approved office location, the commissioner must use a competitive bidding​
process for the appointment of a replacement deputy registrar. If available, the replacement deputy registrar​
appointed by the commissioner under this section must continue to offer services at the approved office​
location. If the existing office location is not available to the replacement deputy registrar, the replacement​
office location must be at a location that must be approved by the commissioner and must serve a similar​
service area as the existing office location.​

(b) The commissioner must not give a preference to a partner, owner, manager, or employee of the​
deputy registrar that has permanently stopped offering services at the closed office location in a competitive​
bidding process.​

(c) The commissioner must adopt rules to administer and enforce a competitive bidding process to select​
a replacement deputy registrar. If the replacement deputy registrar elects to not offer services at the office​
location of the prior registrar, Minnesota Rules, chapter 7406, governing the selection of a proposed office​
location of a driver's license agent, applies.​

Subd. 9. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules for administering and enforcing section 168.0185​
and this section.​

History: (2693) 1921 c 461 s 22; 1923 c 418 s 22; 1927 c 340 s 1; 1939 c 259 s 1; 1949 c 131 s 1; 1949​
c 132 s 1; 1951 c 384 s 1; 1957 c 82 s 1; 1965 c 45 s 9; 1969 c 540 s 9; 1969 c 1129 art 1 s 15-17; 1971 c​
58 s 1; 1971 c 625 s 1,3; 1971 c 853 s 13; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 375 s 1; 1975 c 146 s 1; 1976 c 181​
s 2; 1976 c 281 s 1,2; 1977 c 327 s 2,3; 1979 c 329 s 3; 1981 c 357 s 59; 1984 c 549 s 24; 1984 c 629 s 3;​
1984 c 654 art 3 s 61; 1985 c 248 s 70; 1985 c 291 s 17; 1986 c 444; 1988 c 496 s 11; 1988 c 647 s 10;​
1989 c 209 art 1 s 16; 1989 c 269 s 40,41; 1990 c 426 art 1 s 22; 1990 c 565 s 28; 1991 c 56 s 1; 1996 c​
435 s 11; 1996 c 455 art 4 s 11; 1997 c 250 s 3; 2000 c 426 s 12; 1Sp2001 c 8 art 2 s 36; 2002 c 371 art 1​
s 11,12; 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50; 2005 c 10 art 1 s 28; 2005 c 45 s 2,3; 2005 c 64 s 6; 1Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s​
26,47; 2006 c 212 art 1 s 8; 2009 c 101 art 2 s 109; 2009 c 152 s 2; 2010 c 296 s 1; 2010 c 351 s 24; 2010​
c 382 s 38; 2011 c 117 s 2; 2014 c 154 s 1; 2015 c 75 art 2 s 18; 1Sp2017 c 3 art 3 s 39; 2019 c 50 art 1 s​
56; 1Sp2019 c 3 art 2 s 27; art 3 s 25; 2023 c 68 art 3 s 6; 2024 c 104 art 1 s 22; 2024 c 127 art 3 s 35;​
1Sp2025 c 8 art 2 s 24​
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