
10A.322 SPENDING LIMIT AGREEMENTS.​

Subdivision 1. Agreement by candidate. (a) As a condition of receiving a public subsidy, a candidate​
must sign and file with the board a written agreement in which the candidate agrees that the candidate will​
comply with sections 10A.25; 10A.27, subdivision 10; 10A.324; and 10A.38.​

(b) Before the first day of filing for office, the board must forward agreement forms to all filing officers.​
The board must also provide agreement forms to candidates on request at any time. The candidate must file​
the agreement with the board at least three weeks before the candidate's state primary. An agreement may​
not be filed after that date. An agreement once filed may not be rescinded.​

(c) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of any agreement signed under this subdivision.​

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), if a vacancy occurs that will be filled by means of a special election​
and the filing period does not coincide with the filing period for the general election, a candidate may sign​
and submit a spending limit agreement not later than the day after the close of the filing period for the special​
election for which the candidate filed.​

(e) Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (d), if a vacancy occurs that will be filled by means of a special​
election called under section 204B.13, subdivision 2, paragraph (c), a candidate may sign and submit a​
spending limit agreement not later than eight calendar days after the general election.​

Subd. 2. How long agreement is effective. The agreement, insofar as it relates to the expenditure limits​
in section 10A.25, as adjusted by section 10A.255, and the contribution limit in section 10A.27, subdivision​
10, remains effective for candidates until the dissolution of the principal campaign committee of the candidate​
or the end of the first election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, whichever occurs first.​

Subd. 3. [Repealed by amendment, 1999 c 220 s 42]​

Subd. 4. Refund receipts; penalty. (a) The board must make available to a political party on request​
and to any candidate for whom an agreement under this section is effective, official refund receipts in an​
electronic format that state in boldface type that:​

(1) a contributor who is given a receipt is eligible to claim a refund as provided in section 290.06,​
subdivision 23; and​

(2) if the contribution is to a candidate, that the candidate has signed an agreement to limit campaign​
expenditures as provided in this section.​

An official refund receipt must only be issued for a contribution of $10 or more. Each receipt must be in an​
electronic format and include a unique receipt validation number that allows the commissioner of revenue​
to verify the information on the receipt with the Campaign Finance Board. A political party or candidate​
may provide a printed copy of the electronic receipt to the contributor.​

(b) Once each business day, the board must provide the commissioner of revenue a receipt validation​
report. For each contribution reported to the board since the previous report, the report must include:​

(1) the date and amount of the contribution;​

(2) the name and address of the contributor;​

(3) the name and campaign identification number of the party or candidate that received the contribution;​
and​
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(4) the receipt validation number assigned to the contribution.​

(c) The willful issuance of an official refund receipt to any of the candidate's contributors by a candidate​
or treasurer of a candidate who did not sign an agreement under this section is subject to a civil penalty of​
up to $3,000 imposed by the board.​

(d) The willful issuance of an official refund receipt to an individual not eligible to claim a refund under​
section 290.06, subdivision 23, is subject to a civil penalty of up to $3,000 imposed by the board.​

(e) A violation of paragraph (c) or (d) is a misdemeanor.​

(f) A receipt validation report and a receipt validation number prepared pursuant to this section are​
classified as nonpublic data, as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 9, and private data on individuals, as​
defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12.​

[See Note.]​

History: 1990 c 608 art 3 s 24; 1991 c 291 art 6 s 1,2; 1993 c 318 art 2 s 39,40; 1999 c 220 s 42,50;​
2002 c 363 s 39; 2008 c 295 s 6; 2010 c 184 s 3; 2010 c 327 s 21; 2013 c 138 art 3 s 12; 2014 c 275 art 1​
s 2; 2015 c 73 s 18; 2018 c 119 s 31; 1Sp2025 c 13 art 1 s 2​

NOTE: The amendment to subdivision 4 by Laws 2025, First Special Session chapter 13, article 1,​
section 2, is effective for contributions made after December 31, 2026. Laws 2025, First Special Session​
chapter 13, article 1, section 2, the effective date.​
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