1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2021 148.632

148.632 EXEMPTIONS; VOLUNTARY LICENSING.

Subdivision 1. Persons excepted from the licensing requirement. Nothing in sections 148.621 to
148.633 prevents or restricts the activities of:

(1) any person pursuing a degree in dietetics or nutrition at an accredited college or university who is
practicing under the supervision of a licensed dietitian or licensed nutritionist and in accordance with accepted
scientific knowledge and standards of practice, provided that the person is designated by a title which clearly
indicates the person's status as a student or trainee;

(2) any person in the process of fulfilling the professional experience requirements in dietetics or nutrition
necessary for licensure who is practicing under the supervision of a licensed dietitian or licensed nutritionist
and in accordance with accepted scientific knowledge and standards of practice, provided that the person is
designated by a title which clearly indicates the person's status as a trainee;

(3) any person licensed to practice medicine, nursing, optometry, psychology, pharmacy, dentistry, or
chiropractic, when nutrition practice is incidental to the practice of the person's profession and the person
does not hold out as a dietitian or nutritionist unless so licensed;

(4) any person, including a registered dietetic technician, dietetic technician, or other paraprofessional
working in a program supervised by a licensed dietitian or nutritionist, if the person's activities are within
the scope of the person's education and training and in accordance with accepted scientific knowledge and
standards of practice in nutrition or dietetics and the person does not hold out as a dietitian or nutritionist
unless so licensed;

(5) any person who provides weight control services, provided the nutrition program has been reviewed
by, consultation is available from, and no program change can be initiated without prior approval by an
individual licensed under sections 148.621 to 148.633, a dietitian licensed in another state that has licensure
requirements considered by the board to be at least as stringent as the requirements for licensure under
sections 148.621 to 148.633, or a registered dietitian, and provided that the person does not hold out as a
dietitian or nutritionist unless so licensed;

(6) any home economist with a baccalaureate or graduate degree from an accredited college or university,
if the person's activities are within the scope of the person's education and training and in accordance with
accepted scientific knowledge and standards of practice and the person does not hold out as a dietitian or
nutritionist;

(7) any person employed by a federal, state, county, or municipal agency, elementary or secondary
school, regionally accredited institution of higher education, or nonprofit agency, if the person's activities
are within the scope of the person's employment and the person does not hold out as a dietitian or nutritionist
unless so licensed;

(8) any person who furnishes nutrition information on food, food materials, or dietary supplements or
engages in the explanation to customers about foods or food products in connection with the marketing and
distribution of those products provided that the person does not hold out as a dietitian or nutritionist unless
so licensed;

(9) any person who is recognized in the community as a provider of nutritional advice, including a
curandero or medicine man or woman, and who advises people according to or based on traditional practices
provided the person does not hold out as a dietitian or nutritionist unless so licensed;
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(10) any animal nutritionist who does not meet the requirements of sections 148.621 to 148.633, provided
that the person's activities are limited to the nutritional care of animals. Animal nutritionists may continue
to use the title nutritionist so long as they provide nutrition services only to animals;

(11) any person who provides nutrition services without remuneration to family members; or

(12) any person involved in dietary or nutritional counseling pursuant to a research study supervised by
a Minnesota institution of higher learning or state agency which has been approved by an institutional review
board to ensure the informed consent and safety of study participants.

Subd. 2. Voluntary licensing. The licensing of persons employed by facilities licensed under chapters
144 and 144A is voluntary. Nothing in sections 148.621 to 148.633 prevents or restricts the activities of
persons employed by these institutions.

History: /994 c 613 s 13
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