
136A.128 TEACHER EDUCATION AND COMPENSATION HELPS; EARLY CHILDHOOD​
TEACHER EDUCATION INCENTIVES.​

Subdivision 1. TEACH. The teacher education and compensation helps program (TEACH) is established​
to provide tuition scholarships and education incentives to early care and education providers. The​
commissioner shall make a grant with appropriations for this purpose to a nonprofit organization licensed​
to administer the TEACH early childhood program.​

Subd. 2. Program components. (a) The nonprofit organization must use the grant for:​

(1) tuition scholarships up to $5,000 per year for courses leading to the nationally recognized child​
development associate credential or college-level courses leading to an associate's or bachelor's degree in​
early childhood development and school-age care; and​

(2) education incentives of a minimum of $100 to participants in the tuition scholarship program if they​
complete a year of working in the early care and education field.​

(b) Applicants for the scholarship must be employed by a licensed early childhood or child care program​
and working directly with children, a licensed family child care provider, or an employee in a school-age​
program exempt from licensing under section 245A.03, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause (12). Lower​
wage earners must be given priority in awarding the tuition scholarships. Scholarship recipients must​
contribute ten percent of the total scholarship and must be sponsored by their employers, who must also​
contribute ten percent of the total scholarship. Scholarship recipients who are self-employed must contribute​
20 percent of the total scholarship.​

Subd. 3. Advisory committee. The TEACH early childhood and Minnesota early childhood teacher​
education incentive programs may have an advisory board as prescribed by the national TEACH organization.​

Subd. 4. Administration. A nonprofit organization that receives a grant under this section may use five​
percent of the grant amount to administer the program.​

History: 2007 c 144 art 2 s 23; 2008 c 298 s 7; 2013 c 99 art 2 s 29; 2016 c 158 art 1 s 51​
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