
256D.01 DECLARATION OF POLICY; CITATION.

Subdivision 1. Policy. The objectives of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 are to provide a sound
administrative structure for public assistance programs; to maximize the use of federal money for public
assistance purposes; to provide an integrated public assistance program for eligible households in the state
without adequate income or resources to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with decency and
health; and to provide services to help employable and potentially employable persons prepare for and attain
self-sufficiency and obtain permanent work.

It is the policy of this state that eligible households unable to provide for themselves and not otherwise
provided for by law who meet the eligibility requirements of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 are entitled to
receive grants of general assistance necessary to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with decency
and health. Providing this assistance is a matter of public concern and a necessity in promoting the public
health and welfare.

Subd. 1a. Standards. (a) A principal objective in providing general assistance is to provide for single
adults, childless couples, or children as defined in section 256D.02, subdivision 6, ineligible for federal
programs who are unable to provide for themselves. The minimum standard of assistance determines the
total amount of the general assistance grant without separate standards for shelter, utilities, or other needs.

(b) The commissioner shall set the standard of assistance for an assistance unit consisting of an adult
recipient who is childless and unmarried or living apart from children and spouse and who does not live
with a parent or parents or a legal custodian. When the other standards specified in this subdivision increase,
this standard must also be increased by the same percentage.

(c) For an assistance unit consisting of a single adult who lives with a parent or parents, the general
assistance standard of assistance is the amount that the aid to families with dependent children standard of
assistance, in effect on July 16, 1996, would increase if the recipient were added as an additional minor child
to an assistance unit consisting of the recipient's parent and all of that parent's family members, except that
the standard may not exceed the standard for a general assistance recipient living alone. Benefits received
by a responsible relative of the assistance unit under the Supplemental Security Income program, a workers'
compensation program, the Minnesota supplemental aid program, or any other program based on the
responsible relative's disability, and any benefits received by a responsible relative of the assistance unit
under the Social Security retirement program, may not be counted in the determination of eligibility or
benefit level for the assistance unit. Except as provided below, the assistance unit is ineligible for general
assistance if the available resources or the countable income of the assistance unit and the parent or parents
with whom the assistance unit lives are such that a family consisting of the assistance unit's parent or parents,
the parent or parents' other family members and the assistance unit as the only or additional minor child
would be financially ineligible for general assistance. For the purposes of calculating the countable income
of the assistance unit's parent or parents, the calculation methods must follow the provisions under section
256P.06.

(d) For an assistance unit consisting of a childless couple, the standards of assistance are the same as
the first and second adult standards of the aid to families with dependent children program in effect on July
16, 1996. If one member of the couple is not included in the general assistance grant, the standard of assistance
for the other is the second adult standard of the aid to families with dependent children program as of July
16, 1996.

Subd. 1b. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt rules to set standards of assistance and methods of
calculating payment to conform with subdivision 1a. When a recipient is a resident of a licensed residential
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facility, except shelters for the homeless or shelters under section 611A.31, the recipient is not eligible for
a full general assistance standard. The state standard of assistance for those recipients who have personal
needs not otherwise provided for is the personal needs allowance authorized for medical assistance recipients
under section 256B.35.

Subd. 1c. [Repealed, 1989 c 282 art 5 s 133]

Subd. 1d. [Repealed, 1988 c 411 s 9]

Subd. 1e. Rules regarding emergency assistance. The commissioner shall adopt rules under the terms
of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 for general assistance, to require use of the emergency program under MFIP
as the primary financial resource when available. The commissioner shall adopt rules for eligibility for
general assistance of persons with seasonal income and may attribute seasonal income to other periods not
in excess of one year from receipt by an applicant or recipient. General assistance payments may not be
made for foster care, community residential settings licensed under chapter 245D, child welfare services,
or other social services. Vendor payments and vouchers may be issued only as authorized in sections 256D.05,
subdivision 6, and 256D.09.

Subd. 2. Citation. Sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 may be cited as the "General Assistance Act."

History: 1973 c 650 art 21 s 1; 1974 c 297 s 1; 1980 c 536 s 1; 1981 c 360 art 2 s 31,54; 1Sp1981 c 4
art 4 s 22; 1983 c 312 art 1 s 27; art 8 s 3; 1984 c 640 s 32; 1984 c 654 art 5 s 26; 1Sp1985 c 9 art 2 s
55,56; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 197 s 5; 1987 c 333 s 18; 1987 c 403 art 3 s 27; 1988 c 689 art 2 s 185; 1989 c
282 art 5 s 42-45; 1990 c 426 art 2 s 1; 1990 c 568 art 4 s 20,21; 1Sp1993 c 1 art 6 s 26; 1995 c 178 art 2
s 17; art 6 s 27; 1995 c 233 art 2 s 56; 1996 c 305 art 2 s 54; 1997 c 85 art 3 s 23-25; 1997 c 107 s 13;
1999 c 159 s 56,57; 2000 c 260 s 97; 2009 c 175 art 3 s 1; 2014 c 291 art 8 s 12; 2015 c 71 art 5 s 5,35
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