
27.07 GRADES ESTABLISHED; INSPECTION.​

Subdivision 1. Commissioner's power. The commissioner shall have power to establish grades on all​
produce and when deemed necessary shall provide for inspecting and grading produce subject to sale at such​
marketing points within the state as the commissioner may designate.​

Subd. 2. Certificates. The commissioner shall provide for the issuing of certificates of inspection showing​
the grade, quality, and conditions of the produce, and may charge and collect a reasonable fee therefor, a​
schedule thereof to be adopted and published from time to time. Such certificates of inspection shall be​
prima facie evidence in all courts of this state as to the grade, quality, and condition of the produce at the​
time the inspection was made.​

Subd. 3. Application for inspector's services. Any person who wants produce to be inspected may​
apply to the commissioner for the service of an inspector and, if it appears to the commissioner that the​
volume of the produce is sufficient to justify the request, the commissioner may grant the service upon terms​
and conditions fixed by the commissioner and this section.​

Subd. 4. Deposit agreement. The commissioner may require an agreement, prior to the establishment​
of the inspection service, requiring the user of the inspection service to at all times have on deposit with the​
department a sufficient amount of money to pay the estimated costs of such inspection service for a period​
of not less than 15 days in advance. When any such agreement shall terminate by action of either party​
thereto, the commissioner shall pay to the depositor any money remaining to the depositor's credit after the​
deduction of the costs at the time such agreement terminates.​

Subd. 5. Fees. Fees for inspection shall be determined by the commissioner and shall be reviewed and​
adjusted every six months. In determining the fees to be charged, the commissioner shall take into​
consideration fees charged in other states offering similar inspection services to the end that the fees charged​
will provide a competitive marketing position for Minnesota produce.​

Subd. 6. Cooperative agreements; fees; account. The commissioner may collect fees as provided for​
in cooperative agreements between the commissioner and the United States Department of Agriculture for​
the inspection of fresh fruits, vegetables, and other products. The fees and interest attributable to money in​
the account must be deposited in the agricultural fund and credited to a fruit and vegetables inspection​
account. Money in the account, including interest earned, is appropriated to the commissioner to administer​
the cooperative agreements.​

History: (6240-18 1/2f) 1931 c 394 s 7; 1955 c 232 s 1; 1961 c 163 s 4; 1975 c 204 s 97; 1977 c 234 s​
1; 1986 c 444; 1987 c 358 s 84; 1993 c 172 s 28; 1999 c 231 s 49​
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