
260C.617 SIBLING PLACEMENT.

(a) The responsible social services agency shall make every effort to place siblings together for adoption.

(b) The court shall review any proposal by the responsible social services agency to separate siblings
for purposes of adoption.

(c) If there is venue in more than one county for matters regarding siblings who are under the guardianship
of the commissioner, the judges conducting reviews regarding the siblings shall communicate with each
other about the siblings' needs and, where appropriate, shall conduct review hearings in a manner that ensures
coordinated planning by agencies involved in decision making for the siblings.

(d) After notice to the individuals and entities listed in section 260C.627, the foster or prospective
adoptive parent of the child, and any foster, adopting, or adoptive parents of the child's siblings, or relatives
with permanent legal and physical custody of the child's sibling, and upon hearing, the court may determine
that a child under the court's jurisdiction may be separated from the child's sibling for adoption when:

(1) the responsible social services agency has made reasonable efforts to place the siblings together, and
after finding reasonable efforts have been made, the court finds further efforts would significantly delay the
adoption of one or more of the siblings and are therefore not in the best interests of one or more of the
siblings; or

(2) the court determines it is not in the best interests of one or more of the siblings to be placed together
after reasonable efforts by the responsible social services agency to place the siblings together.

History: 2012 c 216 art 1 s 34
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