
216C.416 SOLAR THERMAL REBATES.​

Subdivision 1. Rebate program created. The commissioner of commerce shall operate a program to​
provide rebates for the installation of "Made in Minnesota" solar thermal systems in the state. "Solar thermal​
system" means a flat plate or evacuated tube that meets the requirements of section 216C.25 with a fixed​
orientation that collects the sun's radiant energy and transfers it to a storage medium for distribution as​
energy to heat or cool air or water. A solar thermal system is "Made in Minnesota" if components of the​
system are manufactured in Minnesota and the solar thermal system is certified by the Solar Rating and​
Certification Corporation. The solar thermal system may be installed in residential and commercial facilities​
for, among other purposes, hot water, space heating, or pool heating purposes.​

Subd. 2. Account; funding. (a) The solar thermal system rebate account is created as a separate account​
in the special revenue fund in the state treasury. Earnings, such as interest, dividends, and any other earnings​
arising from account assets, must be credited to the account. Funds in the account are appropriated to the​
commissioner of commerce for the purpose of making the rebate payments under this section and​
administering this section.​

(b) Beginning January 1, 2014, and each January 1 thereafter to January 1, 2023, the commissioner of​
commerce shall annually transfer $250,000 from the account created in section 216C.412 for deposit in the​
account created in this subdivision.​

(c) To the extent there are sufficient applications, the commissioner shall annually spend for rebates​
under this section from 2014 to 2023, for a total of ten years, approximately $250,000 per year. If sufficient​
applications are not received to spend the money available for rebates in a year under this section, the unspent​
money must be returned to the account from which it was transferred, provided that funds available for 2014​
applications shall remain available for 2015 applications.​

Subd. 3. Individual incentives. The maximum rebate for a single family residential dwelling installation​
is the lesser of 25 percent of the installed cost of a complete system or $2,500. The maximum rebate for a​
multiple family residential dwelling installation is the lesser of 25 percent of the installed cost of a complete​
system or $5,000. The maximum rebate for a commercial installation is the lesser of 25 percent of the​
installation cost of the complete system or $25,000. The system must be installed by a factory authorized​
installer. The commissioner shall allocate approximately 50 percent of the rebates in each year to solar​
thermal hot water and 50 percent to solar thermal air projects if sufficient applications are made for each.​

Subd. 4. Application process. Applications for incentives must be made to the commissioner of commerce​
on forms provided by the commissioner. The commissioner shall use a random process for the selection of​
recipients of incentives except to the extent necessary to allocate rebates as required by this section.​

History: 2013 c 85 art 11 s 6​
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