
3.16 MEMBERS, OFFICERS, AND ATTORNEYS EXCUSED FROM COURT DUTY.​

No member or officer of, or attorney employed by, the legislature shall be compelled to attend as a​
witness in a court of this state during a session of the legislature, or while attending a meeting of a legislative​
committee or commission when the legislature is not in session unless the court in which the action is pending​
orders it, upon sufficient showing and with the consent of the presiding officer of the body of which the​
witness is an employee or the consent of the body of which the witness is a member. No cause or proceeding,​
civil or criminal, in court or before a commission or an officer or referee of a court or commission or a​
motion or hearing on the cause or proceeding, in which a member or officer of, or an attorney employed by,​
the legislature is a party, attorney, or witness shall be tried or heard during a session of the legislature or​
while the member, officer, or attorney is attending a meeting of a legislative committee or commission when​
the legislature is not in session. The matter shall be continued until the legislature or the committee or​
commission meeting has adjourned.​

The member, officer, or attorney may, with the consent of the body of the legislature of which the person​
is a member, officer, or employee, waive this privilege. The cause or proceeding, motion, or hearing may​
then be tried or heard at a time that will not conflict with legislative duties.​

History: (40) 1909 c 51 s 1; 1925 c 18 s 1; 1927 c 47 s 1; 1929 c 19 s 1; 1941 c 45 s 1; 1957 c 183 s​
1; 1986 c 444; 1988 c 469 art 1 s 1​
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