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148.571 USE OF TOPICAL OCULAR DRUGS.

Subdivision 1. Authority. Subject to the provisions of sections 148.571 to 148.574, optometrists who
are currently licensed on August 1, 2007, and are not board certified under section 148.575 may possess a
valid topical ocular drug certificate, referred to in sections 148.571 to 148.574, allowing them to administer
topical ocular drugs to the anterior segment of the human eye during an eye examination in the course of
practice in their normal practice setting, solely for the purposes of determining the refractive, muscular, or
functional origin of sources of visual discomfort or difficulty, and detecting abnormalities which may be
evidence of disease. Authority granted under sections 148.571 to 148.574 is granted to optometrists who
are board certified under section 148.575.

Subd. 2. Drugs specified. For purposes of sections 148.571 to 148.574, "topical ocular drugs" means:

(1) commercially prepared topical anesthetics as follows: proparacaine HC1 0.5 percent, tetracaine HC1
0.5 percent, and benoxinate HC1 0.4 percent;

(2) commercially prepared mydriatics as follows: phenylephrine HC1 in strength not greater than 2.5
percent and hydroxyamphetamine HBr in strength not greater than 1 percent; and

(3) commercially prepared cycloplegics/mydriatics as follows: tropicamide in strength not greater than
1 percent and cyclopentolate in strength not greater than 1 percent.

History: 1982 c 388 s 1; 1986 c 444; 2008 c 262 s 3


