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259A.25 DETERMINATION OF ADOPTION ASSISTANCE BENEFITS AND PAYMENT.
Subdivision 1. Negotiation of adoption assistance agreement. (a) A monthly payment is

provided as part of the adoption assistance agreement to support the care of a child who has
manifested special needs. The amount of the payment made on behalf of a child eligible for
adoption assistance is determined through negotiation between the adoptive parent and the
child-placing agency on behalf of the commissioner. The negotiation shall take into consideration
the circumstances of the adopting parent and the needs of the child being adopted. The income of
the adoptive parent must not be taken into consideration when determining eligibility for adoption
assistance or the amount of the payments under section 259A.20. At the written request of the
adoptive parent, the amount of the payment in the agreement may be renegotiated when there
is a change in the child's needs or the family's circumstances.

(b) The adoption assistance agreement of a child who is identified as an at-risk child must
not include a monthly payment unless and until the potential disability upon which the eligibility
for the agreement was based has manifested during childhood.

Subd. 2. Renegotiation of adoption assistance agreement. (a) An adoptive parent of a
child with an adoption assistance agreement may request renegotiation of the agreement when
there is a change in the needs of the child or in the family's circumstances. When an adoptive
parent requests renegotiation of the agreement, a reassessment of the child must be completed
by: (1) the responsible social services agency in the child's county of residence; or (2) the
child-placing agency that facilitated the adoption when the child's residence is out of state. If the
reassessment indicates that the child's needs have changed, the child-placing agency, on behalf of
the commissioner and the parent, shall renegotiate the agreement to include a payment of the level
determined appropriate through the reassessment process using the assessment tool prescribed
by the commissioner according to section 259A.15, subdivision 3. The agreement must not
be renegotiated unless the commissioner and the parent mutually agree to the changes. The
effective date of any renegotiated agreement must be determined according to requirements and
procedures prescribed by the commissioner.

(b) An adoptive parent of a child with an adoption assistance agreement based on the child
being an at-risk child may request renegotiation of the agreement to include a monthly payment.
The parent must have written documentation from a qualified expert that the potential disability
upon which eligibility for adoption assistance was approved has manifested. Documentation
of the disability must be limited to evidence deemed appropriate by the commissioner. Prior
to renegotiating the agreement, a reassessment of the child must be conducted using an
assessment tool prescribed by the commissioner according to section 259A.15, subdivision 3.
The reassessment must be used to renegotiate the agreement to include an appropriate monthly
payment. The agreement must not be renegotiated unless the commissioner and the adoptive
parent mutually agree to the changes. The effective date of any renegotiated agreement must be
determined according to requirements and procedures prescribed by the commissioner.

Subd. 3. Child income or income attributable to the child. No income received by a child
will be considered in determining a child's adoption assistance payment amount. If a child for
whom a parent is receiving adoption assistance is also receiving Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) or Retirement, Survivors, Disability Insurance (RSDI), the certifying agency shall inform
the adoptive parent that the child's adoption assistance must be reported to the Social Security
Administration.
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