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204B.36 BALLOTS; FORM.
Subdivision 1. Type. All ballots shall be printed with black ink on paper of sufficient

thickness to prevent the printing from being discernible from the back. All ballots of the same
color shall be substantially uniform in style of printing, size, thickness and shade of color.
When the ballots of a particular color vary in shade, those used in any one precinct shall be of
the same shade. All ballots shall be printed in easily readable type with suitable lines dividing
candidates, offices, instructions and other matter printed on ballots. The name of each candidate
shall be printed in capital letters. The same type shall be used for the names of all candidates on
the same ballot.

Subd. 2. Candidates and offices. The name of each candidate shall be printed at a right angle
to the length of the ballot. At a general election the name of the political party or the political
principle of each candidate for partisan office shall be printed above or below the name of the
candidate. The name of a political party or a political principle shall be printed in capital and
lowercase letters of the same type, with the capital letters at least one-half the height of the capital
letters used for names of the candidates. At a general election, blank lines containing the words
"write-in, if any" shall be printed below the name of the last candidate for each office, or below
the title of the office if no candidate has filed for that office, so that a voter may write in the names
of individuals whose names are not on the ballot. One blank line shall be printed for each officer
of that kind to be elected. At a primary election, no blank lines shall be provided for writing in the
names of individuals whose names do not appear on the primary ballot.

On the left side of the ballot at the same level with the name of each candidate and each
blank line shall be printed a square in which the voter may designate a vote by a mark (X). Each
square shall be the same size. Above the first name on each ballot shall be printed the words, "Put
an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish to vote for." At the same
level with these words and directly above the squares shall be printed a small arrow pointing
downward. Directly underneath the official title of each office shall be printed the words "Vote for
one" or "Vote for up to ..." (any greater number to be elected).

Subd. 3. Question; form of ballot.When a question is to be submitted to a vote, a concise
statement of the nature of the question shall be printed on the ballot. The words, "YES" and "NO"
shall be printed to the left of this statement, with a square to the left of each word so that the
voter may indicate by a mark (X) either a negative or affirmative vote. The ballot shall include
instructions directing the voter to put an (X) in the square before the word "YES" if the voter
desires to vote for the question, or to put an (X) before the word "NO" if the voter desires to
vote against the question.

Subd. 4. Judicial candidates. The official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates for
each judicial office and shall state the number of those candidates for whom a voter may vote.
Each seat for an associate justice, associate judge, or judge of the district court must be numbered.
The words "SUPREME COURT," "COURT OF APPEALS," and "(number) DISTRICT COURT"
must be printed above the respective judicial office groups on the ballot. The title of each judicial
office shall be printed on the official primary and general election ballot as follows:

(a) In the case of the Supreme Court:

"Chief justice";

"Associate justice (number)";

(b) In the case of the Court of Appeals:
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"Judge (number)"; or

(c) In the case of the district court:

"Judge (number)."

Subd. 5. Designation of incumbent; judicial offices. If a chief justice, associate justice, or
judge is a candidate to succeed again, the word "incumbent" shall be printed after that judge's
name as a candidate.

History: 1981 c 29 art 4 s 36; 1983 c 247 s 87; 1983 c 253 s 10; 1984 c 560 s 14; 1986 c 362
s 4; 1986 c 444; 1991 c 221 s 1; 1993 c 318 art 2 s 45; 1997 c 147 s 35; 2004 c 293 art 2 s 22
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