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103D.255 WITHDRAWAL OF TERRITORY.

Subdivision 1. Petition. (a) Proceedings to withdraw territory from an existing watershed
district must be initiated by a petition filed with the board.

(b) The required signatures on a petition for withdrawal are the same as prescribed for an
establishment petition, but the percentages must be calculated only with reference to the territory
that is proposed to be withdrawn from the watershed district.

(c) The petition must state that:

(1) the territory described has not received or will not receive any benefits from the operation
of the watershed districts;

(2) the watershed district can perform the functions for which it was established without
the inclusion of the territory; and

(3) the territory is not, in fact, a part of the watershed.

(d) The petition must request the release of the described territory from the watershed district.

(e) The petition must be served on the board and any affected watershed district, and the
board shall proceed as prescribed for an establishment petition. The requirements for notices and
public hearings are as prescribed for the establishment petition.

Subd. 2. Board's order of withdrawal. (a) After the hearing the board may issue an
order releasing the territory, or a part of the territory, as described in the petition, if the board
determines that:

(1) the territory described in the petition has not received and will not receive any benefit
from the operation of the watershed district;

(2) the watershed district can perform the functions for which it was established without
the inclusion of the territory; and

(3) the territory is not, in fact, a part of the watershed.

(b) Property may not be released that has been determined subject to benefits or damages
for a project previously constructed.

(c) Property released remains liable for the proportionate share of any indebtedness existing
at the time of the order. Levies on the property released continue in force until fully paid.

(d) If the board determines that the order prescribing the distribution of managers should
be amended following the withdrawal of any territory, the board may direct redistribution of
managers in the order authorizing the withdrawal.

History: 1990 c 391 art 4 s 14; 1995 c 199 s 5
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