
1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2009 83A.02

83A.02 POWERS AND DUTIES.

The commissioner of natural resources shall:

(1) determine the correct and most appropriate names of the lakes, streams, places and
other geographic features in the state, and the spelling thereof by written order published in the
State Register. Name designations are exempt from the rulemaking provisions of chapter 14
and section 14.386 does not apply;

(2) pass upon and give names to lakes, streams, places, and other geographic features in the
state for which no single, generally accepted name has been in use;

(3) in cooperation with the county boards and with their approval, change the names of lakes,
streams, places, and other geographic features, with the end in view of eliminating, as far as
possible, duplication of names within the state;

(4) prepare and publish an official state dictionary of geographic names and publish the
same, either as a completed whole or in parts, when ready;

(5) serve as the state representative of the United States Geographic Board and cooperate
with that board to the end that there shall be no conflict between the state and federal designations
of geographic features in the state.

History: (128-3) 1937 c 63 s 2; 1971 c 25 s 20; 1986 c 444; 2004 c 221 s 1
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