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2.724 CHIEF JUSTICE OF SUPREME COURT, DUTIES.

Subdivision 1. Appointments. When public convenience and necessity require it, the chief
justice of the Supreme Court may assign any judge of any court to serve and discharge the duties
of judge of any court in a judicial district not that judge's own at such times as the chief justice
may determine. A judge may appeal an assignment to serve on a court in a judicial district not
that judge's own to the Supreme Court and the appeal shall be decided before the assignment is
effective. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, no judge shall be assigned to serve
on a court in a judicial district which is located more than 50 miles from the boundary of that
judge's judicial district for more than 15 working days in any 12-month period, unless the judge

consents to the assignment.

A transferred judge shall be subject to the assignment powers of the chief judge of the

judicial district to which the judge is transferred.

Subd. 2. Procedure. To promote and secure more efficient administration of justice, the chief
justice of the Supreme Court of the state shall supervise and coordinate the work of the courts of
the state. The Supreme Court may provide by rule that the chief justice not be required to write
opinions as a member of the Supreme Court. Its rules may further provide for it to hear and
consider cases in divisions. It may by rule assign temporarily any retired justice of the Supreme
Court or one judge of the Court of Appeals or district court judge at a time to act as a justice of the
Supreme Court or any number of justices or retired justices of the Supreme Court to act as judges
of the Court of Appeals. Upon the assignment of a Court of Appeals judge or a district court judge
to act as a justice of the Supreme Court, a judge previously acting as a justice may complete
unfinished duties of that position. Any number of justices may disqualify themselves from hearing
and considering a case, in which event the Supreme Court may assign temporarily a retired justice
of the Supreme Court, a Court of Appeals judge, or a district court judge to hear and consider the
case in place of each disqualified justice. A retired justice who is acting as a justice of the Supreme
Court or judge of the Court of Appeals under this section shall receive, in addition to retirement
pay, out of the general fund of the state, an amount to make the retired justice's total compensation

equal to the same salary as a justice or judge of the court on which the justice is acting.

Subd. 3. Retired justices and judges. (a) The chief justice of the Supreme Court may
assign a retired justice of the Supreme Court to act as a justice of the Supreme Court pursuant
to subdivision 2 or as a judge of any other court. The chief justice may assign a retired judge
of any court to act as a judge of any court except the Supreme Court. The chief justice of the
Supreme Court shall determine the pay and expenses to be received by a judge acting pursuant to

this paragraph.
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(b) A judge who has been elected to office and who has retired as a judge in good standing
and is not practicing law may also be appointed to serve as judge of any court except the Supreme
Court. A retired judge acting under this paragraph will receive pay and expenses in the amount
established by the Supreme Court.

Subd. 4. State court supervision. The chief justice shall exercise general supervisory

powers over the courts in the state, with powers including, but not limited to:

(a) Supervision of the courts' financial affairs, programs of continuing education for judicial

and nonjudicial personnel and planning and operations research;

(b) Serving as chief representative of the court system and as liaison with other governmental
agencies for the public; and

(¢) Supervision of the administrative operations of the courts.
The chief justice may designate other justices or judges to assist in the performance of duties.
History: Ex1957 ¢ 14 s 4,5, 1959 ¢ 657 s 1; 1969 ¢ 399 s 1, 1969 ¢ 543 s 1, 1971 ¢ 35 1;

1973 ¢ 18 s 1;, 1974 ¢ 417 s 1; 1977 ¢ 432 s 2; 1983 ¢ 247 s 1; 1986 c 444; 1996 c 408 art 11 s
1; 1999 c 86 art 1 s 1; 1Sp2001 c 8 art 5 s 2
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