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84.02 DEFINITIONS.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this chapter, the terms defined in this sec

tion shall have the meanings given them.
Subd. 2. Best management practice for native prairie restoration. “Best manage

ment practice for native prairie restoration” means using seeds collected from a native prairie 
within the same county or within 25 miles of the county’s border, but not across the boundary 
of an ecotype region.

Subd. 3. Created grassland. “Created grassland” means a restoration using seeds or 
plants with origins outside of the state of Minnesota.

Subd. 4. Ecotype region. “Ecotype region” means the following ecological subsec
tions and counties based on the Department of Natural Resources map, “County Landscape 
Groupings Based on Ecological Subsections,” dated February 15, 2007.

Ecotype Region
Rochester Plateau, Blufflands, and Oak 
Savanna

Anoka Sand Plain, Big Woods, and St. 
Paul Baldwin Plains and Moraines

Inner Coteau and Coteau Moraines

Red River Prairie (South)
Red River Prairie (North) and Aspen 
Parklands

Minnesota River Prairie (North)

Minnesota River Prairie (South)

Hardwood Hills

Counties or portions thereof:
Houston, Winona, Fillmore, Wabasha, 
Goodhue, Mower, Freeborn, Steele, 
Olmsted, Rice, Waseca, Dakota, Dodge 
Anoka, Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington, 
Chisago, Scott, Carver, McLeod, Wright, 
Benton, Isanti, Le Sueur, Sherburne 
Lincoln, Lyon, Pipestone, Rock, Murray, 
Nobles, Jackson, Cottonwood 
Traverse, Wilkin, Clay, Becker 
Kittson, Roseau, Red Lake, Pennington, 
Marshall, Clearwater, Mahnomen, Polk, 
Norman
Big Stone, Pope, Stevens, Grant, Swift, 
Chippewa, Meeker, Kandiyohi, Renville, 
Lac qui Parle, Yellow Medicine 
Nicollet, Redwood, Brown, Watonwan, 
Martin, Faribault, Blue Earth, Sibley 
Douglas, Morrison, Otter Tail, Steams, 
Todd
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7 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 84.027

Subd. 5. Native prairie. “Native prairie” means land that has never been plowed where 
native prairie vegetation originating from the site currently predominates or, if disturbed, is 
predominantly covered with native prairie vegetation that originated from the site. Unbroken 
pasture land used for livestock grazing can be considered native prairie if it has predominant
ly native vegetation originating from the site and conservation practices have maintained bi
ological diversity.

Subd. 6. Native prairie species of a local ecotype. “Native prairie species of a local 
ecotype” means a genetically differentiated population of a species that has at least one trait 
(morphological, biochemical, fitness, or phenological) that is evolutionarily adapted to local 
environmental conditions, notably plant competitors, pathogens, pollinators, soil microor
ganisms, growing season length, climate, hydrology, and soil.

Subd. 7. Restored native prairie. “Restored native prairie” means a restoration using 
at least 25 representative and biologically diverse native prairie plant species of a local eco
type originating in the same county as the restoration site or within 25 miles of the county’s 
border, but not across the boundary of an ecotype region.

Subd. 8. Restored prairie. “Restored prairie” means a restoration using at least 25 rep
resentative and biologically diverse native prairie plant species originating from the same 
ecotype region in which the restoration occurs.

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 17

84.025 CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES.

[For text o f subds 7 and 8, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 9. Professional services support account. The commissioner of natural re
sources may bill the various programs carried out by the commissioner for the costs of pro
viding them with professional support services. Except as provided under section 89.421, 
receipts must be credited to a special account in the state treasury and are appropriated to the 
commissioner to pay the costs for which the billings were made.

The commissioner of natural resources shall submit to the commissioner of finance be
fore the start of each fiscal year a work plan showing the estimated work to be done during the 
coming year, the estimated cost of doing the work, and the positions and fees that will be 
necessary. This account is exempted from statewide and agency indirect cost payments.

[For text o f subd 10, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 18

84.026 CONTRACTS AND GRANTS FOR PROVISION OF NATURAL RE
SOURCES SERVICES.

Subdivision 1. Contracts. The commissioner of natural resources is authorized to enter 
into contractual agreements with any public or private entity for the provision of statutorily 
prescribed natural resources services by the department. The contracts shall specify the ser
vices to be provided. Except as provided under section 89.421, funds generated in a contrac
tual agreement made pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the special revenue fund 
and are appropriated to the department for purposes of providing the services specified in the 
contracts. The commissioner shall report revenues collected and expenditures made under 
this subdivision to the chairs of the Committees on Ways and Means in the house and Finance 
in the senate by January 1 of each odd-numbered year.

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 19

84.027 POWERS AND DUTIES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 13, see M.S.2006]
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84.027 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 8

Subd. 13a. Game and fish expedited permanent rules. In addition to the authority 
granted in subdivision 13, the commissioner of natural resources may adopt rules under sec
tion 14.389 that are authorized under:

(1) chapters 97A, 97B, and 97C to describe zone or permit area boundaries, to designate 
fish spawning beds or fish preserves, to select hunters or anglers for areas, to provide for reg
istration of game or fish, to prevent or control wildlife disease, or to correct errors or omis
sions in rules that do not have a substantive effect on the intent or application of the original 
rule; or

(2) section 84D.12 to designate prohibited invasive species, regulated invasive species, 
and unregulated nonnative species.

[For text o f subds 14 to 17, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 20

84.0272 PROCEDURE IN ACQUIRING LANDS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 3. Minimal value acquisition, (a) Notwithstanding subdivision 1, if the com
missioner determines that lands or interests in land have a value less than $100,000, the com
missioner may acquire the lands for the value determined by the commissioner without an 
appraisal. The commissioner shall make the determination based upon:

(1) up to the most recent assessed market value of the land or interests in land as deter
mined by the county assessor of the county in which the land or interests in land is located, 
plus ten percent;

(2) a sale price of the land or interests in land, provided the sale occurred within the past
year;

(3) the sale prices of comparable Department of Natural Resources land sales or ac
quisitions of interests in land located in the vicinity and sold within the past year; or

. (4) an appraisal of the land or interests in land conducted within the past year.
(b) In the event the value is less than $1,000, the commissioner may add a transaction 

incentive, provided that the sum of the incentive plus the value of the land does not exceed 
$1,000.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Easement information. Parties to an easement purchased under the authority 
of the commissioner must:

(1) specify in the easement all provisions that are perpetual in nature;
(2) file the easement with the county recorder or registrar of titles in the county in which 

the land is located; and
(3) submit an electronic copy of the easement to the commissioner.
History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 21; 2007 c 131 art 2 s 1

84.0274 LANDOWNERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Owner’s rights. When the state proposes to purchase in fee or any lesser inter
est in land which will be administered by the commissioner of natural resources, the land
owner shall have the following rights:

(a) the right to be informed of the specific intended use of the property and of any change 
in the intended use of the property which occurs during the acquisition process. The owner 
shall also be informed that the documents regarding the purchase will be public records if the 
land is purchased by the state;
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9 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 84.0855

(b) the right to be paid a fair price for the property. The price shall include the fair market 
value of the land plus:

(1) all necessary incidental costs such as abstracting and recording fees related to the 
sale. The costs of clearing title defects, paying taxes, and attorney’s fees are not reimburs
able; and

(2) any penalties incurred by the owner where the property is security for a loan or ad
vance of credit that contains a provision requiring or permitting the imposition of a penalty if 
the loan or advance of credit is prepaid;

(c) the right to payment, at the owner’s election, in a lump sum or in up to four annual 
installments;

(d) the right to have the property fairly appraised by the state. The state’s appraiser shall 
physically inspect the property and the owner shall be allowed to accompany the appraiser 
when the appraisal is made. The state’s appraiser shall certify in the appraisal report to having 
physically inspected the property and having given the landowner an opportunity to accom
pany the appraiser on inspections. Notwithstanding section 13.44, subdivision 3, before an 
offer is made, the landowner shall be informed of the value determined pursuant to section 
84.0272;

(e) the right to retain a qualified independent appraiser to conduct an appraisal at any 
time prior to certification of the state’s appraisal of the property and to be reimbursed for ap
praisal fees as provided in section 117.232, subdivision 1, if the land is sold to the state and to 
have that appraisal considered along with the state’s in certifying the selling price;

(f) the right to have the state acquire the property by means of condemnation upon the 
owner’s request with the agreement of the commissioner;

(g) the right to receive or waive relocation assistance, services, payments and benefits 
as provided in sections 117.52 and 117.521;

(h) the right to accept the state’s offer for the property and contest the stale’s offer for 
relocation and moving expenses;

(i) the right to continue occupancy of the property until full payment is received, pro
vided that when the owner elects to receive payment in annual installments pursuant to 
clause (c), the owner may retain occupancy until the first payment is made; and

(j) the right to seek the advice of counsel regarding any aspect of,the land transaction.

[For text ofsubds 6 to 10, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 129 s 47; 2007 c 131 art 2 s  2

84.029 RECREATIONAL AREAS ON PUBLIC LAND.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Acquisition of land for trails. The commissioner may acquire, by gift, pur
chase, or lease, easements or other interests in land for trails, and recreational uses related to 
trails, where necessary to complete trails established primarily in state forests, state parks, or 
other public land under the jurisdiction of the commissioner, when railroad rights-of-way 
are abandoned, when the use of township roads is compatible with vehicular travel, or when 
needed to complete trails established by the legislature.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 2

84.0855 SALES; RECEIPTS; APPROPRIATION.
Subdivision 1. Sales authorized; gift certificates. The commissioner may sell natural 

resources-related publications and maps; forest resource assessment products; federal mi
gratory waterfowl, junior duck, and other federal stamps; and other nature-related merchan-
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84.0855 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 10

dise, and may rent or sell items for the convenience of persons using Department of Natural 
Resources facilities or services. The commissioner may sell gift certificates for any items 
rented or sold. Notwithstanding section 16A.1285, a fee charged by the commissioner under 
this section may include a reasonable amount in excess of the actual cost to support Depart
ment of Natural Resources programs. The commissioner may advertise the availability of a 
program or item offered under this section.

[For text o f subd la, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Receipts; appropriation. Except as provided under section 89.421, money 
received by the commissioner under this section or to buy supplies for the use of volunteers, 
may be credited to one or more special accounts in the state treasury and is appropriated to the 
commissioner for the purposes for which the money was received. Money received from 
sales at the state fair shall be available for state fair related costs. Money received from sales 
of intellectual property and software products or services shall be available for development, 
maintenance, and support of software products and systems.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 22,23

84.777 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE OF STATE LANDS RESTRICTED.
Subdivision 1. Designated trails, (a) Except as otherwise allowed by law or rules 

adopted by the commissioner, effective June 1, 2003, notwithstanding sections 84.787 to 
84.805 and 84.92 to 84.929, the use of off-highway vehicles is prohibited on state land 
administered by the commissioner of natural resources, and on county-administered forest 
land within the boundaries of a state forest, except on roads and trails specifically designated 
and posted by the commissioner for use by off-highway vehicles.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to county-administered land within a state forest if the 
county board adopts a resolution that modifies restrictions on the use of off-highway ve
hicles on county-administered land within the forest.

Subd. 2. Off-highway vehicle seasons, (a) The commissioner shall prescribe seasons 
for off-highway vehicle use on state forest lands. Except for designated forest roads, a person 
must not operate an off-highway vehicle on state forest lands outside of the seasons pre
scribed under this paragraph.

(b) The commissioner may designate and post winter trails on state forest lands for use 
by off-highway vehicles.

(c) For the purposes of this subdivision, “state forest lands” means forest lands under the 
authority of the commissioner as defined in section 89.001, subdivision 13, and lands man
aged by the commissioner under section 282.011.

Subd. 3. Mapped trails, (a) Except as provided in sections 84.926 and 84.928, after 
completion of official department off-highway vehicle maps for the area, a person must not 
operate an off-highway vehicle on state land that is not mapped for the type of off-highway 
vehicle. This paragraph does not apply to state forest land north of U.S. Highway 2 until after 
June 30, 2009.

(b) This subdivision does not apply to a forest access route in a managed forest north of 
U.S. Highway 2 that the commissioner has not designated as a road or trail. Forest access 
routes will not be signed or maintained and will not be included on published user maps of the 
forest. Off-highway vehicle operation on forest access routes is subject to the prohibitions on 
causing erosion, rutting, damage to trees or crops, and construction of unauthorized trails 
contained in Minnesota Rules. Damaged routes are subject to closure to off-highway vehicle 
use.

Subd. 4. Exemption from rulemaking. Determinations of the commissioner under 
this section may be by written order published in the State Register and are exempt from the 
rulemaking provisions of chapter 14. Section 14.386 does not apply.

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 24; 2007 c 131 art 1 s 3
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11 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 84.82

84.780 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE DAMAGE ACCOUNT.
(a) The off-highway vehicle damage account is created in the natural resources fund. 

Money in the off-highway vehicle damage account is appropriated to the commissioner of 
natural resources for the repair or restoration of property damaged by the illegal operation of 
off-highway vehicles or the operation of off-highway vehicles in an unpermitted area after 
August 1,2003, and for the costs of administration for this section. Before the commissioner 
may make a payment from this account, the commissioner must determine whether the dam
age to the property was caused by the unpermitted or illegal use of off-highway vehicles, that 
the applicant has made reasonable efforts to identify the responsible individual and obtain 
payment from the individual, and that the applicant has made reasonable efforts to prevent 
reoccurrence.

(b) Determinations of the commissioner under this section may be made by written or
der and are exempt from the rulemaking provisions of chapter 14. Section 14.386 does not 
apply.

(c) Money in the account is available until expended.
History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 25

84.788 REGISTRATION.
Subdivision 1. General requirements. Unless exempted in subdivision 2, a person 

may not operate and an owner may not give permission for another to operate an off-high- 
way motorcycle unless the vehicle has been registered under this section.

[For text o f subds 2 to 11, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 4

84.8045 RESTRICTIONS ON OFF-ROAD VEHICLE TRAILS.
Notwithstanding any provision of sections 84.797 to 84.805 or other law to the contrary, 

the commissioner shall not permit land administered by the commissioner in Cass, Crow 
Wing, and Hubbard Counties to be used or developed for trails primarily for off-road ve
hicles as defined in section 84.797, subdivision 7, except:

(1) upon approval by the legislature; or
(2) in designated oft-road vehicle use areas.
History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 26

84.82 SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION.

[For text o f subds la  to 5, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 6. Exemptions. Registration is not required under this section for:
(1) a snowmobile owned and used by the United States, another state, or a political sub

division thereof;
(2) a snowmobile registered in a country other than the United States temporarily used 

within this state;
(3) a snowmobile that is covered by a valid license of another state and has not been 

within this state for more than 30 consecutive days;
(4) a snowmobile used exclusively in organized track racing events;
(5) a snowmobile in transit by a manufacturer, distributor, or dealer;
(6) a snowmobile at least 15 years old in transit by an individual for use only on land 

owned or leased by the individual; or
(7) a snowmobile while being used to groom a state or grant-in-aid trail.

[For text o f subds 7 to 11, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 5
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84.8205 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 12

84.8205 SNOWMOBILE STATE TRAIL STICKER.
Subdivision 1. Sticker required; fee. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a person 

may not operate a snowmobile on a state or grant-in-aid snowmobile trail unless a snowmo
bile state trail sticker is affixed to the snowmobile. The commissioner of natural resources 
shall issue a sticker upon application and payment of a $15 fee. The fee for a three-year 
snowmobile state trail sticker that is purchased at the time of snowmobile registration is $30. 
In addition to other penalties prescribed by law, a person in violation of this subdivision must 
purchase an annual state trail sticker for a fee of $30. The sticker is valid from November 1 
through April 30. Fees collected under this section, except for the issuing fee for licensing 
agents, shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the snowmobile trails and en
forcement account in the natural resources fund and, except for the electronic licensing sys
tem commission established by the commissioner under section 84.027, subdivision 15, 
must be used for grants-in-aid, trail maintenance, grooming, and easement acquisition.

(b) A state trail sticker is not required under this section for:
(1) a snowmobile owned by the state or a political subdivision of the state that is regis

tered under section 84.82, subdivision 5;
(2) a snowmobile that is owned and used by the United States, another state, or a politi

cal subdivision thereof that is exempt from registration under section 84.82, subdivision 6;
(3) a collector snowmobile that is operated as provided in a special permit issued for the 

collector snowmobile under section 84.82, subdivision 7a;
(4) a person operating a snowmobile only on the portion of a trail that is owned by the 

person or the person’s spouse, child, or parent; or
(5) a snowmobile while being used to groom a state or grant-in-aid trail.

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 6

84.9011 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE SAFETY AND CONSERVATION PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. Creation. The commissioner of natural resources shall establish a pro

gram to promote the safe and responsible operation of off-highway vehicles in a manner that 
does not harm the environment.

Subd. 2. Agreements, (a) The commissioner shall enter into agreements with organiza
tions for volunteer services that promote the safe and responsible operation of off-highway 
vehicles in a manner that does not harm the environment to maintain, make improvements to, 
and monitor trails on state forest land and other public lands. The organizations shall promote 
the operation of off-highway vehicles in a safe and responsible manner that complies with 
the laws and rules that relate to the operation of off-highway vehicles.

(b) The organizations may provide assistance to the department in locating, recruiting, 
and training instructors for off-highway vehicle training programs.

(c) The commissioner may provide assistance to enhance the comfort and safety of vol
unteers and to facilitate the implementation and administration of the safety and conserva
tion program.

(d) The commissioner shall establish standards, train, and certify organizations and in
dividuals participating as volunteers under this section. The training shall include:

(1) the identification of invasive species;
(2) correctly reporting the location of invasive species; and
(3) basic global positioning system operation.
Subd. 3. Worker displacement prohibited. The commissioner may not enter into any 

agreement that has the purpose of or results in the displacement of public employees by vol
unteers participating in the off-highway safety and conservation program under this section. 
The commissioner must certify to the appropriate bargaining agent that the work performed 
by a volunteer will not result in the displacement of currently employed workers or workers
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13 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 84.925

on seasonal layoff or layoff from a substantially equivalent position, including partial dis
placement such as reduction in hours of nonovertime work, wages; or other employment 
benefits.

Subd. 4. Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Advisory Council. The commissioner of natu
ral resources shall appoint an Off-Highway Vehicle Safety Advisory Council to advise the 
commissioner on:

(1) off-highway vehicle safety; and
(2) standards and certification for organizations and individuals participating as volun

teers under this section.
History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 27

84.922 REGISTRATION.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. la. Exemptions. All-terrain vehicles exempt from registration are:
(1) vehicles owned and used by the United States, the state, another state, or a political 

subdivision;
(2) vehicles registered in another state or country that have not been in this state for 

more than 30 consecutive days;
(3) vehicles used exclusively in organized track racing events; and
(4) vehicles that are 25 years old or older and were originally produced as a separate 

identifiable make by a manufacturer.

[For text o f subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Fees for registration, (a) The fee for a three-year registration of an all-terrain 
vehicle under this section, other than those registered by a dealer or manufacturer under para
graph (b) or (c), is:

(1) for public use, $45;
(2) for private use, $6; and
(3) for a duplicate or transfer, $4.
(b) The total registration fee for all-terrain vehicles owned by a dealer and operated for 

demonstration or testing purposes is $50 per year. Dealer registrations are not transferable.
(c) The total registration fee for all-teiTain vehicles owned by a manufacturer and oper

ated for research, testing, experimentation, or demonstration purposes is $150 per year. 
Manufacturer registrations are not transferable.

(d) The fees collected under this subdivision must be credited to the all-terrain vehicle 
account.

[For text o f subds 6 to 12, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 28,29

84.925 EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM.

[For text o f subds I to 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Training requirements, (a) An individual who was bom after July 1,1987, 
and who is 16 years of age or older, must successfully complete the independent study course 
component of all-terrain vehicle safety training before operating an all-teitain vehicle on 
public lands or waters, public road rights-of-way, or state or grant-in-aid trails.

(b) An individual who is convicted of violating a law related to the operation of an all- 
terrain vehicle must successfully complete the independent study course component of all- 
terrain vehicle safety training before continuing operation of an all-terrain vehicle.
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84.925 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 14

(c) An individual who is convicted for a second or subsequent excess speed, trespass, or 
wetland violation in an all-terrain vehicle season, or any conviction for careless or reckless 
operation of an all-terrain vehicle, must successfully complete the independent study and the 
testing and operating course components of all-terrain vehicle safety training before contin
uing operation of an all-terrain vehicle.

(d) An individual who receives three or more citations and convictions for violating a 
law related to the operation of an all-terrain vehicle in a two-year period must successfully 
complete the independent study and the testing and operating course components of all-ter
rain vehicle safety training before continuing operation of an all-terrain vehicle.

(e) An individual must present evidence of compliance with this subdivision before an 
all-terrain vehicle registration is issued or renewed.

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 7

84.9256 YOUTHFUL OPERATORS; PROHIBITIONS.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Helmet and seat belts required, (a) A person less than 18 years of age shall 
not ride as a passenger or as an operator of an all-terrain vehicle on public land, public wa
ters, or on a public road right-of-way unless wearing a safety helmet approved by the com
missioner of public safety.

(b) A person less than 18 years of age shall not ride as a passenger or as an operator of a 
class 2 all-terrain vehicle without wearing a seat belt when provided by the manufacturer.

Subd. 2a. Parent or guardian authorization. A person under age 16 shall not operate 
and a person shall not allow a person under age 16 to operate an all-terrain vehicle, unless the 
parent or guardian of the person under age 16 authorizes the operation. For purposes of this 
subdivision, “guardian” means the legal guardian of the person under age 16 or a person age 
18 or older who has been authorized by the parent or legal guardian to supervise the person 
under age 16.

[For text o f subds 3 and 4, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 8,9

84.9257 PASSENGERS.
(a) A person 18 years of age or older may operate a class 1 all-terrain vehicle carrying 

one passenger.
(b) A person 18 years of age or older may operate a class 2 all-terrain vehicle while car

rying a passenger, or up to the number of passengers for which the vehicle was designed, 
whichever is greater.

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 10

84.926 VEHICLE USE ON PUBLIC LANDS; EXCEPTIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 6. Operation; class 2 vehicles. Except as provided in subdivision 4, operation of 
class 2 all-terrain vehicles on lands administered by the commissioner is limited to forest 
roads, minimum maintenance roads, and trails designated or signed for class 2 all-terrain 
vehicles.

Subd. 7. Snowmobiles; closed forests; off trail. Forests classified as closed forests are 
open to off-trail snowmobile use unless prohibited, as determined by the commissioner by 
written order published in the State Register. The determination is not subject to the rulemak
ing provisions of chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not apply.

History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 11,12
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15 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 84.928

84.927 ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ACCOUNT; RECEIPTS AND ALLOCATIONS.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Purposes. Subject to appropriation by the legislature, money in the all-terrain 
vehicle account may only be spent for:

(1) the education and training program under section 84.925;
(2) administration, enforcement, and implementation of sections 84.773 to 84.929;
(3) acquisition, maintenance, and development of vehicle trails and use areas;
(4) grant-in-aid programs to counties and municipalities to construct and maintain all- 

terrain vehicle trails and use areas;
(5) grants-in-aid to local safety programs;
(6) enforcement and public education grants to local law enforcement agencies; and
(7) maintenance of minimum-maintenance forest roads designated under section 

89.71, subdivision 5, and county forest roads that are part of a designated trail system within 
state forest boundaries as established under section 89.021.

The distribution of funds made available through grant-in-aid programs must be 
guided by the statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan.

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 30

84.928 OPERATION REQUIREMENTS; LOCAL REGULATION.
Subdivision 1. Operation on roads and rights-of-way. (a) Unless otherwise allowed 

in sections 84.92 to 84.929, a person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle in this state along 
or on the roadway, shoulder, or inside bank or slope of a public road right-of-way of a trunk, 
county state-aid, or county highway.

(b) A person may operate a class 1 all-terrain vehicle in the ditch or the outside bank or 
slope of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway unless prohibited under paragraph (d) 
or (f).

(c) A person may operate a class 2 all-terrain vehicle within the public road right-of- 
way of a county state-aid or county highway on the extreme right-hand side of the road and 
left turns may be made from any part of the road if it is safe to do so under the prevailing 
conditions, unless prohibited under paragraph (d) or (f). A person may operate a class 2 all- 
terrain vehicle on the bank or ditch of a public road right-of-way on a designated class 2 
all-terrain vehicle trail.

(d) A road authority as defined under section 160.02, subdivision 25, may after a public 
hearing restrict the use of all-terrain vehicles in the public road right-of-way under its juris
diction.

(e) The restrictions in paragraphs (a), (d), (h), (i), and (j) do not apply to the operation of 
an all-terrain vehicle on the shoulder, inside bank or slope, ditch, or outside bank or slope of a 
trunk, interstate, county state-aid, or county highway when the all-terrain vehicle is:

(1) owned by or operated under contract with a publicly or privately owned utility or 
pipeline company; and

(2) used for work on utilities or pipelines.
(f) The commissioner may limit the use of a right-of-way for a period of time if the 

commissioner determines that use of the right-of-way causes:
(1) degradation of vegetation on adjacent public property;
(2) siltation of waters of the state;
(3) impairment or enhancement to the act of taking game; or
(4) a threat to safety of the right-of-way users or to individuals on adjacent public prop

erty.
The commissioner must notify the road authority as soon as it is known that a closure 

will be ordered. The notice must state the reasons and duration of the closure.
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(g) A person may operate an all-terrain vehicle registered for private use and used for 
agricultural purposes on a public road right-of-way of a trunk, county state-aid, or county 
highway in this state if the all-terrain vehicle is operated on the extreme right-hand side of 
the road, and left turns may be made from any part of the road if it is safe to do so under the 
prevailing conditions.

(h) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle within the public road right-of-way 
of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway from April 1 to August 1 in the agricultural 
zone unless the vehicle is being used exclusively as transportation to and from work on agri
cultural lands. This paragraph does not apply to an agent or employee of a road authority, as 
defined in section 160.02, subdivision 25, or the Department of Natural Resources when per
forming or exercising official duties or powers.

(i) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle within the public road right-of-way 
of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway between the hours of one-half hour after sun
set to one-half hour before sunrise, except on the right-hand side of the right-of-way and in 
the same direction as the highway traffic on the nearest lane of the adjacent roadway.

(j) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle at any time within the right-of-way 
of an interstate highway or freeway within this state.

[For text o f subds la  to 6, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 8. [Repealed, 2007 c 131 art 1 s 96]
History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 13

84.929 PENALTIES.
Any person who violates any provision of sections 84.773, 84.777, and 84.92 to 84.928 

or rules of the commissioner is guilty of a misdemeanor.
History: 2007 c 131 art 1 s 14

84.963 PRAIRIE PLANT SEED PRODUCTION AREAS; PRAIRIE ESTABLISH
MENT GUIDANCE.

(a) The commissioner of natural resources shall study the feasibility of establishing pri
vate or public prairie plant seed production areas within prairie land locations. If prairie plant 
seed production is feasible, the commissioner may aid the establishment of production areas. 
The commissioner may enter cost-share or sharecrop agreements with landowners having 
easements for conservation purposes of ten or more years on their land to commercially pro
duce prairie plant seed of Minnesota origin. The commissioner may only aid prairie plant 
seed production areas on agricultural land used to produce crops before December 23,1985, 
and cropped three out of five years between 1981 and 1985.

(b) The commissioner shall compile, prepare, and electronically disseminate to the pub
lic prairie establishment guidance materials and resources. The resources must provide in
formation and guidance on project planning, seed selection including ecotype and species 
mix, site preparation, seeding, maintenance, and technical service providers. The commis
sioner shall use actual prairie restoration projects under development on state-owned land to 
illustrate and demonstrate the practices described.

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 31
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