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CHAPTER 18C 

FERTILIZER, SOIL AMENDMENT, AND PLANT 
AMENDMENT LAW

18C.305 FERTILIZER FACILITIES.
18C.425 APPLICATION AND INSPECTION

18C.71 MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL 
FERTILIZER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION PROGRAM.FEES.

18C.70 MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL 
FERTILIZER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION COUNCIL.

18C.305 FERTILIZER FACILITIES.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 3. Exemption. A permit and safeguard is not required for agricultural commodi
ty producers who store, on their own property, for their own use, no more than 6,000 gallons 
of liquid commercial fertilizer.

History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 28

18C.425 APPLICATION AND INSPECTION FEES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2007 c 45 art 1 s 66]

[For text o f subd 6, see M. S.2006]

18C.70 MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION COUNCIL.

Subdivision 1. Establishment; membership, (a) The Minnesota Agricultural Fertiliz
er Research and Education Council is established. The council is composed of 12 voting 
members as follows:

(1) two members of the Minnesota Crop Production Retailers;
(2) one member of the Minnesota Com Growers Association;
(3) one member of the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association;
(4) one member of the sugar beet growers industry;
(5) one member of the Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers;
(6) one member of the potato growers industry;
(7) one member of the Minnesota Farm Bureau;
(8) one member of the Minnesota Farmers Union;
(9) one member from the Minnesota Irrigators Association;
(10) one member of the Minnesota Grain and Feed Association; and
(11) one member of the Minnesota Independent Crop Consultant Association or the 

Minnesota certified crop advisor program.
(b) Council members shall serve three-year terms. After the initial council is appointed, 

subsequent appointments must be staggered so that one-third of council membership is re
placed each year. Council members must be nominated by their organizations and appointed 
by the commissioner. The council may add ex-officio members at its discretion. The council 
must meet at least once per year, with all related expenses reimbursed by members’ sponsor
ing organizations or by the members themselves.

Subd. 2. Powers and duties. The council must review applications and select projects 
to receive agricultural fertilizer research and education program grants, as authorized in sec
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tion 18C.71. The council must establish a program to provide grants to research, education, 
and technology transfer projects related to agricultural fertilizer, soil amendments, and plant 
amendments. For the purpose of this section, “fertilizer” includes soil amendments and plant 
amendments, but does not include vegetable or animal manures that are not manipulated. 
The commissioner is responsible for all fiscal and administrative duties in the first year and 
may use up to eight percent of program revenue to offset costs incurred. No later than Octo
ber 1,2007, the commissioner must provide the council with an estimate of the annual costs 
the commissioner would incur in administering the program.

Subd. 3. Checkoff fees. The council may recommend to the gov ;mor and legislature a 
checkoff fee to provide funding for grants under section 18C.71.

Subd. 4. Rules. The commissioner’s duties under this section and section 18C.71 are 
not subject to the provisions of chapter 14.

Subd. 5. Expiration. This section expires January 8, 2017.
History: 2007 c 45 art I s 29

18C.71 MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Eligible projects. Eligible project activities include research, educa
tion, and technology transfer related to the production and application of fertilizer, soil 
amendments, and other plant amendments. Chosen projects must contain a component of 
outreach that achieves a timely dissemination of findings and their applicability to the pro
duction agricultural community.

Subd. 2. Awarding grants. Applications for program grants must be submitted in the 
form prescribed by the Minnesota Agricultural Fertilizer Research and Education Council. 
Applications must be submitted on or before the deadline prescribed by the council. All ap
plications are subject to a thorough in-state review by a peer committee established and ap
proved by the council. Each project meeting the basic qualifications is subject to a yes or no 
vote by each council member. Projects chosen to receive funding must achieve an affirmative 
vote from at least eight of the 12 council members or two-thirds of voting members present. 
Projects awarded program funds must submit an annual progress report in the form pre
scribed by the council.

Subd. 3. Annual audit. The program must have an annual audit of financial activities, 
which the council must file with the commissioner on or before June 1 for the immediately 
preceding year ending December 31.

Subd. 4. Expiration. This section expires January 8, 2017.
History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 30
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