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CHAPTER 15
STATE AGENCIES IN GENERAL
15.059 ADVISORY COUNCILS AND 15.46 PREVENTIVE HEALTH SERVICES FOR
COMMITTEES. - STATE, COUNTY, AND CITY
15.06 APPOINTMENT OF DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES.
HEADS; TERMS; DEPUTIES. 15.99 TIME DEADLINE FOR AGENCY
15.17 OFFICIAL RECORDS. ACTION.

15.059 ADVISORY COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES.
[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 5. Expiration date. (a) Unless a different date is specified by law, the existence
of each advisory council and committee expires on the date specified in the law establishing
the group or on June 30, 2009, whichever is sooner. This subdivision applies whether or not
the law establishing the group provides that the group is governed by this section. The secre-
tary of state must notify the primary appointing authority or chair of an advisory council or
committee of its scheduled expiration before the start of the annual legislative session imme-
diately preceding the group’s scheduled expiration.

(b) An advisory council or committee does not expire in accordance with paragraph (a)
if it:

(1) is an occupational licensure advisory group to a licensing board or agency;

(2) administers and awards grants; or

(3) is required by federal law or regulation.
[For text of subds 5b and 6, see M.5.2006]

History: 2007 c 133 art 1 s 1

15.06 APPOINTMENT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS; TERMS; DEPUTIES.
[For text of subds I and 1a, see M.5.2006]

Subd. 2. Term of office; successor. The term of a commissioner shall end with the term
of the office of governor. In addition, the term shall end if the governor vacates office. The
appointing authority shall submit to the president of the senate the name of an appointee as
permanent commissioner as provided by section 15.066, subdivision 2, within 45 legislative
days after the end of the term of a commissioner and within 45 legislative days after the oc-
currence of a vacancy. The appointee shall take office as permanent commissioner when the
senate notifies the appointing authority that it has consented to the appointment. A commis-
sioner shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.

[For text of subds 3 to 9, see M.S.2006]
History: 2007 ¢ 148 art2s 9

15.17 OFFICIAL RECORDS.

Subdivision 1. Must be kept. All officers and agencies of the state, counties, cities,
towns, school districts, municipal subdivisions or corporations, or other public authorities or
political entities within the state, hereinafter “public officer,” shall make and preserve all
records necessary to a full and accurate knowledge of their official activities. Government
records may be produced in the form of computerized records. All government records shall
be made on a physical medium of a quality to insure permanent records. Every public officer
is empowered to reproduce records if the records are not deemed to be of permanent or archi-
val value by the commissioner of administration and the records disposition panel under sec-
tion 138.17. The public officer is empowered to reproduce these records by any photograph-
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ic, photostatic, microphotographic, optical disk imaging system, microfilming, or other re-
production method that clearly and accurately reproduces the records. Each public officer
may order that those photographs, photostats, microphotographs, microfilms, optical imag-
es, or other reproductions, be substituted for the originals of them. The public officer may
direct the destruction or sale for salvage or other disposition of the originals from which they
were made, in accordance with the disposition requirements of section 138.17. Photographs,
photostats, microphotographs, microfilms, optical images, or other reproductions are for all
purposes deemed the original recording of the papers, books, documents, and records repro-
duced when so ordered by any public officer and are admissible as evidence in all courts and
proceedings of every kind. A facsimile or exemplified or certified copy of a photograph, pho-
tostat, microphotograph, microfilm, optical image, or other reproduction, or an enlargement
or reduction of it, has the same effect and weight as evidence as would a certified or exempli-
fied copy of the original.

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2006]
History: 2007 ¢ 76 s 1

15.46 PREVENTIVE HEALTH SERVICES FOR STATE, COUNTY, AND CITY
EMPLOYEES.

The commissioner of the Department of Employee Relations may establish and operate
a program of preventive health services for state employees and shall provide the staff,
equipment, and facilities necessary to do so. The commissioner shall develop these services
in accordance with the accepted practices of and standards for occupational preventive
health services in the state of Minnesota. Specific services must be directed to the work envi-
ronment and to the health of the employee in relation to the job. The commissioner shall
cooperate with the Department of Health as well as other private and public community
agencies providing health, safety, employment, and welfare services. A county or a statutory
or home rule charter city may establish and operate a program of preventive health and em-
ployee recognition services for its employees and may provide necessary staff, equipment,
and facilities and may expend funds as necessary to achieve the objectives of the program.

History: 2007 ¢ 59 s 1

15.99 TIME DEADLINE FOR AGENCY ACTION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Deadline for response. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, sec-
tion 462.358, subdivision 3b, or 473.175, or chapter 505, and notwithstanding any other law
to the contrary, an agency must approve or deny within 60 days a written request relating to
zoning, septic systems, watershed district review, soil and water conservation district review,
or expansion of the metropolitan urban service area for a permit, license, or other govern-
mental approval of an action. Failure of an agency to deny a request within 60 days is approv-
al of the request. If an agency denies the request, it must state in writing the reasons for the
denial at the time that it denies the request.

(b) When a vote on a resolution or properly made motion to approve a request fails for
any reason, the failure shall constitute a denial of the request provided that those voting
against the motion state on the record the reasons why they oppose the request. A denial of a
request because of a failure to approve a resolution or motion does not preclude an immediate
submission of a same or similar request.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (b), if an agency, other than a multimember govern-
ing body, denies the request, it must state in writing the reasons for the denial at the time that it
denies the request. If a multimember governing body denies a request, it must state the rea-
sons for denial on the record and provide the applicant in writing a statement of the reasons
for the denial. If the written statement is not adopted at the same time as the denial, it must be
adopted at the next meeting following the denial of the request but before the expiration of
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the time allowed for making a decision under this section. The written statement must be con-
sistent with the reasons stated in the record at the time of the denial. The written statement
must be provided to the applicant upon adoption.

Subd. 3. Application; extensions. (a) The time limit in subdivision 2 begins upon the
agency’s receipt of a written request containing all information required by law or by a pre-
viously adopted rule, ordinance, or policy of the agency, including the applicable application
fee. If an agency receives a written request that does not contain all required information, the
60—day limit starts over only if the agency sends written notice within 15 business days of
receipt of the request telling the requester what information is missing.

(b) If a request relating to zoning, septic systems, watershed district review, soil and wa-
ter conservation district review, or expansion of the metropolitan urban service area requires
the approval of more than one state agency in the executive branch, the 60-day period in sub-
division 2 begins to run for all executive branch agencies on the day a request containing all
required information is received by one state agency. The agency receiving the request must
forward copies to other state agencies whose approval is required.

(c) An agency response, including an approval with conditions, meets the 60—day time
limit if the agency can document that the response was sent within 60 days of receipt of the
written request. Failure to satisfy the conditions, if any, may be a basis to revoke or rescind
the approval by the agency and will not give rise to a claim that the 60—day limit was not met.

(d) The time limit in subdivision 2 is extended if a state statute, federal law, or court
order requires a process to occur before the agency acts on the request, and the time periods
prescribed in the state statute, federal law, or court order make it impossible to act on the re-
quest within 60 days. In cases described in this paragraph, the deadline is extended to 60 days
after completion of the last process required in the applicable statute, law, or order. Final ap-
proval of an agency receiving a request is not considered a process for purposes of this para-
graph.

(e) The time limit in subdivision 2 is extended if: (1) a request submitted to a state
agency requires prior approval of a federal agency; or (2) an application submitted to a city,
county, town, school district, metropolitan or regional entity, or other political subdivision
requires prior approval of a state or federal agency. In cases described in this paragraph, the
deadline for agency action is extended to 60 days after the required prior approval is granted.

(f) An agency may extend the time limit in subdivision 2 before the end of the initial
60—day period by providing written notice of the extension to the applicant. The notification
must state the reasons for the extension and its anticipated length, which may not exceed 60
days unless approved by the applicant.

(g) An applicant may by written notice to the agency request an extension of the time
limit under this section.

History: 2007 ¢ 57 art 1 s 11; 2007 ¢ 113 5 1
15.995 [Repealed, 2007 ¢ 75 s 1]
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