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CHAPTER 116J 

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

116J.551 CREATION OF ACCOUNTS.
Subdivision 1. G rant account. A contaminated site cleanup and development grant 

account is created in the general fund. Money in the account may be used, as appropriated by 
law, to make grants as provided in section 116J.554 and to pay for the commissioner’s costs 
in reviewing applications and making grants. Notwithstanding section 16A.28, money ap
propriated to the account for this program from any source is available until spent.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 135 art 2 s 6 

116J.554 GRANTS.
[For text o f subds 1 and la, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Qualifying sites. A site qualifies for a grant under this section, if the following 
criteria are met:

(1) the site is not scheduled for funding during the current or next fiscal year under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, United States 
Code, title 42, section 9601, et seq. or under the Environmental Response, and Liability Act 
under sections 115B.01 to 115B.20;

(2) if the proposed cleanup is completed, it is expected that the site will be improved 
with buildings or other improvements and these improvements will provide a substantial in
crease in the property tax base within a reasonable period of time or the site will be used for an 
important publicly owned or tax-exempt facility.

History: 2007 c 135 art 2 s 7

116J.555 PRIORITIES.
Subdivision 1. Priorities, (a) The legislature expects that applications for grants will 

exceed the available appropriations and the agency will be able to provide grants to only 
some of the applicant development authorities.

(b) If applications for grants for qualified sites exceed the available appropriations, the 
agency shall make grants for sites that, in the commissioner’s judgment, provide the highest 
return in public benefits for the public costs incurred and that meet all the requirements pro
vided by law. In making this judgment, the commissioner shall consider the following fac
tors:

(1) the recommendations or ranking of projects by the commissioner of the Pollution 
Control Agency regarding the potential threat to public health and the environment that 
would be reduced or eliminated by completion of each of the response action plans;

(2) the potential increase in the property tax base of the local taxing jurisdictions, con
sidered relative to the fiscal needs of the jurisdictions, that will result from developments that 
will occur because of completion of each of the response action plans;

(3) the social value to the community of the cleanup and redevelopment of the site, in
cluding the importance of development of the proposed public facilities on each of the sites;

(4) the probability that each site will be cleaned up without use of government money in 
the reasonably foreseeable future by considering but not limited to the current market value 
of the site versus the cleanup cost;
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(5) the amount of cleanup costs for each site; and
(6) the amount of the commitment of municipal or other local resources to pay for the 

cleanup costs.
The factors are not listed in a rank order of priority; rather the commissioner may weigh 

each factor, depending upon the facts and circumstances, as the commissioner considers ap
propriate. The commissioner may consider other factors that affect the net return of public 
benefits for completion of the response action plan. The commissioner, notwithstanding the 
listing of priorities and the goal of maximizing the return of public benefits, shall make grants 
that distribute available money to sites both within and outside of the metropolitan area. The 
commissioner shall provide a written statement of the supporting reasons for each grant. Un
less sufficient applications are not received for qualifying sites outside of the metropolitan 
area, at least 25 percent of the money provided as grants must be made for sites located out
side of the metropolitan area.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 135 art 2 s 8

116J.575 GRANTS.
Subdivision 1. Commissioner discretion. The commissioner may make a grant for up 

to 50 percent of the eligible costs of a project. The determination of whether to make a grant 
for a site is within the discretion of the commissioner, subject to this section and sections 
116J.571 to 116J.574 and available unencumbered money in the redevelopment account. 
The commissioner’s decisions and application of the priorities under this section are not sub
ject to judicial review, except for abuse of discretion.

Subd. la. Priorities, (a) If applications for grants exceed the available appropriations, 
grants shall be made for sites that, in the commissioner’s judgment, provide the highest re
turn in public benefits for the public costs incurred. “Public benefits” include job creation, 
bioscience development, environmental benefits to the state and region, efficient use of pub
lic transportation, efficient use of existing infrastructure, provision of affordable housing, 
multiuse development that constitutes community rebuilding rather than single-use devel
opment, crime reduction, blight reduction, community stabilization, and property tax base 
maintenance or improvement. In making this judgment, the commissioner shall give priority 
to redevelopment projects with one or more of the following characteristics:

(1) the need for redevelopment in conjunction with contamination remediation needs;
(2) the redevelopment project meets current tax increment financing requirements for a 

redevelopment district and tax increments will contribute to the project;
(3) the redevelopment potential within the municipality;
(4) proximity to public transit if located in the metropolitan area;
(5) redevelopment costs related to expansion of a bioscience business in Minnesota; and
(6) multijurisdictional projects that take into account the need for affordable housing, 

transportation, and environmental impact.
(b) The factors in par agraph (a) are not listed in a rank order of priority; rather, the com

missioner may weigh each factor, depending upon the facts and circumstances, as the com
missioner considers appropriate. The commissioner may consider other factors that affect 
the net return of public benefits for completion of the redevelopment plan. The commission
er, notwithstanding the listing of priorities and the goal of maximizing the return of public 
benefits, shall make grants that distribute available money to sites both within and outside of 
the metropolitan area. Unless sufficient applications are not received for qualifying sites out
side of the metropolitan area, at least 50 percent of the money provided as grants must be 
made for sites located outside of the metropolitan area.

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 135 art 2 s 9,10
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116J.966 COMMISSIONER’S TRADE PROMOTION DUTIES.
Subdivision 1. Generally, (a) The commissioner shall promote, develop, and facilitate 

trade and foreign investment in Minnesota. In furtherance of these goals, and in addition to 
the powers granted by section 116J.035, the commissioner may:

(1) locate, develop, and promote international markets for Minnesota products and ser
vices;

(2) arrange and lead trade missions to countries with promising international markets 
for Minnesota goods, technology, services, and agricultural products;

(3) promote Minnesota products and services at domestic and international trade 
shows;

(4) organize, promote, and present domestic and international trade shows featuring 
Minnesota products and services;

(5) host trade delegations and assist foreign traders in contacting appropriate Minnesota 
businesses and investments;

(6) develop contacts with Minnesota businesses and gather and provide information to 
assist them in locating and communicating with international trading.or joint venture coun
terparts;

(7) provide information, education, and counseling services to Minnesota businesses 
regarding the economic, commercial, legal, and cultural contexts of international trade;

(8) provide Minnesota businesses with international trade leads and information about 
the availability and sources of services relating to international trade, such as export financ
ing, licensing, freight forwarding, international advertising, translation, and custom broker
ing;

(9) locate, attract, and promote foreign direct investment and business development in 
Minnesota to enhance employment opportunities in Minnesota;

(10) provide foreign businesses and investors desiring to locate facilities in Minnesota 
information regarding sources of governmental, legal, real estate, financial, and business 
services;

(11) enter into contracts or other agreements with private persons and public entities, 
including agreements to establish and maintain offices and other types of representation in 
foreign countries, to carry out the purposes of promoting international trade and attracting 
investment from foreign countries to Minnesota and to carry out this section, without regard 
to section 16C.06; and

(12) market trade-related materials to businesses and organizations, and the proceeds 
of which must be placed in a special revolving account and are appropriated to the commis
sioner to prepare and distribute trade-related materials.

(b) The programs and activities of the commissioner of employment and economic de
velopment and the Minnesota.Trade Division may not duplicate programs and activities of 
the commissioner of agriculture.

(c) The commissioner shall notify the chairs of the senate Finance and house Ways and 
Means Committees of each agreement under this subdivision to establish and maintain an 
office or other type of representation in a foreign country.

(d) The Minnesota Trade Office shall serve as the state’s office of protocol providing 
assistance to official visits by foreign government representatives and shall serve as liaison 
to the foreign diplomatic corps in Minnesota.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 135 art 2 s 11
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