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116C.775 SHIPMENT PRIORITIES; NUCLEAR PLANTS.
If a storage or disposal site becomes available outside of the state to accept high-level 

nuclear waste stored at Prairie Island or Monticello, the waste contained in dry casks shall be 
shipped to that site before the shipment of any waste from the spent nuclear fuel storage pool. 
Once waste is shipped that was contained in a cask, the cask must be decommissioned and not 
used for further storage.

History: 2007 c 57 art 2 s 7

116C.777 SITE.
The spent fuel contents of dry casks located on Prairie Island must be moved immedi

ately upon the availability of another site for storage of the spent fuel that is not located on 
Prairie Island or at Monticello.

History: 2007 c 57 art 2 s 8

116C.779 FUNDING FOR RENEWABLE DEVELOPMENT.
Subdivision 1. Renewable development account, (a) The public utility that owns the 

Prairie Island nuclear generating plant must transfer to a renewable development account 
$16,000,000 annually each year the plant is in operation, and $7,500,000 each year the plant 
is not in operation if ordered by the commission pursuant to paragraph (d). The fund transfer 
must be made if nuclear waste is stored in a dry cask at the independent spent-fuel storage 
facility at Prairie Island for any part of a year. Funds in the account may be expended only for 
development of renewable energy sources. Preference must be given to development of re
newable energy source projects located within the state. The utility that owns a nuclear gen
erating plant is eligible to apply for renewable development fund grants. The utility’s propos
als must be evaluated by the renewable development fund board in a manner consistent with 
that used to evaluate other renewable development fund project proposals.

(b) The public utility that owns the Monticello nuclear generating plant must transfer to 
the renewable development account $350,000 each year for each dry cask containing spent 
fuel that is located at the Monticello nuclear power plant for each year the plant is in opera
tion, and $5,250,000 each year the plant is not in operation if ordered by the commission pur
suant to paragraph (d). The fund transfer must be made if nuclear waste is stored in a dry cask 
at the independent spent-fuel storage facility at Monticello for any part of a year.

(c) Expenditures from the account may only be made after approval by order of the Pub
lic Utilities Commission upon a petition by the public utility.

(d) After discontinuation of operation of the Prairie Island nuclear plant or the Montic
ello nuclear plant and each year spent nuclear fuel is stored in dry cask at the discontinued 
facility, the commission shall require the public utility to pay $7,500,000 for the discontin
ued Prairie Island facility and $5,250,000 for the discontinued Monticello facility for any 
year in which the commission finds, by the preponderance of the evidence, that the public 
utility did not make a good faith effort to remove the spent nuclear fuel stored at the facility to 
a permanent or interim storage site out of the state. This determination shall be made at least 
every two years.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 2 s 9
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9 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 116C.97

116C.92 COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.
Subdivision 1. State coordinating organization. The Environmental Quality Board is 

designated the state coordinating organization for state and federal regulatory activities re
lating to genetically engineered organisms.

Subd. 2. Notice of nationwide action. The board shall notify interested parties if a per
mit to release genetically engineered wild rice is issued anywhere in the United States. For 
purposes of this subdivision, “interested parties” means:

(1) the state’s wild rice industry;
(2) the legislature;
(3) federally recognized tribes within Minnesota; and
(4) individuals who request to be notified.
History: 2007 c 57 art I s 140

116C.93 [Repealed, 2007 c 133 art 2 s 13]

116C.94 RULES.
Subdivision 1. General authority, (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the board 

shall adopt rules consistent with sections 116C.91 to 116C.96 that require an environmental 
assessment worksheet and otherwise comply with chapter 116D and rules adopted under it 
for a proposed release and a permit for a release. The board may place conditions on a permit 
and may deny, modify, suspend, or revoke a permit.

(b) The board shall adopt rules that require an environmental impact statement and 
otherwise comply with chapter 116D and rules adopted under it for a proposed release and a 
permit for a release of genetically engineered wild rice. The board may place conditions on 
the permit and may deny, modify, suspend, or revoke the permit.

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 141 

116C.97 EXEMPTIONS.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 2. Federal oversight, (a) If the board determines, upon its own volition or at the 
request of any person, that a federal program exists for regulating the release of certain genet
ically engineered organisms and the federal oversight under the program is adequate to pro
tect human health or the environment, then any person may release such genetically engine
ered organisms after obtaining the necessary federal approval and without obtaining a state 
release permit or a significant environmental permit or complying with the other require
ments of sections 116C.91 to U6C.96 and the rules of the board adopted pursuant to section 
116C.94.

(b) If the board determines the federal program is adequate to meet only certain require
ments of sections 116C.91 to 116C.96 and the rules of the board adopted pursuant to section 
116C.94, the board may exempt such releases from those requirements.

(c) A person proposing a release for which a federal authorization is required may apply 
to the board for an exemption from the board’s permit or to a state agency with a significant 
environmental permit for the proposed release for an exemption from the agency’s permit. 
The proposer must file with the board or state agency a written request for exemption with a 
copy of the federal application and the information necessary to determine if there is a poten
tial for significant environmental effects under chapter 116D and rules adopted under it. The 
board or state agency shall give public notice of the request in the first available issue of the 
EQB Monitor and shall provide an opportunity for public comment on the environmental 
review process consistent with chapter 116D and rules adopted under it. The board or state 
agency may grant the exemption if the board or state agency finds that the federal authoriza
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116C.97 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 10

tion issued is adequate to meet the requirements of chapter 116D and rules adopted under it 
and any other requirement of the board’s or state agency’s authority regarding the release of 
genetically engineered organisms. The board or state agency must grant or deny the exemp
tion within 45 days after the receipt of the written request and the information required by the 
board or state agency.

(d) This subdivision does not apply to genetically engineered organisms for which an 
environmental impact statement is required under sections 116C.91 to 116C.96.

History: 2007 c 57 art 1 s 142
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