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CHAPTER 624

CRIMES, OTHER PROVISIONS
624.22 Fireworks displays; permit; operator 

certification.
624.64 Acrobatic exhibitions.

624.67 False certificate of registration of animals;
false representation as to breed.

624.714 Carrying of weapons without permit; 
penalties.

624.04 [Repealed, 2005 c 136 art 14 s 21]

624.22 FIREWORKS DISPLAYS; PERMIT; OPERATOR CERTIFICATION.
Subdivision 1. General requirements; permit; investigation; fee. (a) Sections 624.20 

to 624.25 do not prohibit the supervised display of fireworks by a statutory or home 
rule charter city, fair association, amusement park, or other organization, except that:

(1) a fireworks display may be conducted only when supervised by an operator 
certified by the state fire marshal; and

(2) a fireworks display must either be given by a municipality or fair association 
within its own limits, or by any other organization, whether public or private, only after 
a permit for the display has first been secured.

(b) An application for a permit for an outdoor fireworks display must be made in 
writing to the municipal clerk at least 15 days in advance of the date of the display and 
must list the name of an operator who is certified by the state fire marshal and will 
supervise the display. The application must be promptly referred to the chief of the fire 
department, who shall make an investigation to determine whether the operator of the 
display is competent and is certified by the state fire marshal, and whether the display 
is of such a character and is to be so located, discharged, or fired that it will not be 
hazardous to property or endanger any person. The fire chief shall report the results of 
this investigation to the clerk. If the fire chief reports that the operator is certified, that 
in the chiefs opinion the operator is competent, and that the fireworks display as 
planned will conform to the safety guidelines of the state fire marshal provided for in 
paragraph (f), the clerk shall issue a permit for the display when the applicant pays a 
permit fee.

(c) When the supervised outdoor fireworks display for which a permit is sought is 
to be held outside the limits of an incorporated municipality, the application must be 
made to the county auditor, and the auditor shall perform duties imposed by sections
624.20 to 624.25 upon the clerk of the municipality. When an application is made to the 
auditor, the county sheriff shall perform the duties imposed on the fire chief of the 
municipality by sections 624.20 to 624.25.

(d) An application for an indoor fireworks display permit must be made in writing 
to the state fire marshal by the operator of the facility in which the display is to occur 
at least 15 days in advance of the date of any performance, show, or event which will 
include the discharge of fireworks inside a building or structure. The application must 
list the name of an operator who is certified by the state fire marshal and will supervise 
the display. The state fire marshal shall make an investigation to determine whether the 
operator of the display is competent and is properly certified and whether the display is 
of such a character and is to be so located, discharged, or fired that it will not be 
hazardous to property or endanger any person. If the state fire marshal determines that 
the operator is certified and competent, that the indoor fireworks display as planned 
will conform to the safety guidelines provided for in paragraph (f), and that adequate 
notice will be given to inform patrons of the indoor fireworks display, the state fire 
marshal shall issue a permit for the display when the applicant pays an indoor fireworks 
fee of $150 and reimburses the fire marshal for costs of inspection. Receipts from the 
indoor fireworks fee and inspection reimbursements must be deposited in the general 
fund as a nondedicated receipt. The state fire marshal may issue a single permit for 
multiple indoor fireworks displays when all of the displays are to take place at the same
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57 CRIMES, OTHER PROVISIONS 624.714

venue as part of a series of performances by the same performer or group of 
performers. A copy of the application must be promptly convcycd to the chief of the 
local fire department, who shall make appropriate preparations to ensure public safety 
in the vicinity of the display. The operator of a facility where an indoor fireworks 
display occurs must provide notice in a prominent place as approved by the state fire 
marshal to inform patrons attending a performance when indoor fireworks will be part 
of that performance. The state fire marshal may grant a local fire chief the authority to 
issue permits for indoor fireworks displays. Before issuing a permit, a local fire chief 
must make the determinations required in this paragraph!

(e) After a permit has been granted under either paragraph (b) or (d), sales, 
possession, use and distribution of fireworks for a display are lawful for that purpose 
only. A permit is not transferable.

(f) The state fire marshal shall adopt and disseminate to political subdivisions rules 
establishing guidelines on fireworks display safety that are consistent with sections
624.20 to 624.25 and the most recent edition of the State Fire Code, to insure that 
fireworks displays are given safely. In the guidelines, the state fire marshal shall allow 
political subdivisions to exempt the use of relatively safe fireworks for theatrical special 
effects, ceremonial occasions, and other limited purposes, as determined by the state 
fire marshal.

[For text o f subds 2 to 9, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 136 art 9 s 13

624.64 ACROBATIC EXHIBITIONS.
Every proprietor, occupant, or lessee of any place where acrobatic exhibitions are 

held, who shall permit any person to perform on any trapeze, rope, pole, or other 
acrobatic contrivance, without network, or other sufficient means of protection from 
falling or other accident, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Histoiy: 2005 c 10 art 3 s 22

624.67 FALSE CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF ANIMALS; FALSE REPRE
SENTATION AS TO BREED.

Every person who by any false pretense shall obtain from any club, association, 
society, or company for the improvement of the breed of cattle, horses, sheep, swine, 
fowls, or other domestic animals, or birds, a certificate of registration of any animal in 
the herd, or other register of any such association, society, or company, or a transfer of 
any such registration, and every person who shall knowingly represent any animal used 
for breeding purposes to be of a greater degree of any particular strain of blood than 
such animal actually possesses, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

History: 2005 c 10 art 3 s 23

624.714 CARRYING OF WEAPONS WITHOUT PERMIT; PENALTIES.

[For text o f subd la, see M.S.2004]

Subd. lb. Display of permit; penalty, (a) The holder of a permit to carry must have 
the permit card and a driver’s license, state identification card, or other government- 
issued photo identification in immediate possession at all times when carrying a pistol 
and must display the permit card and identification document upon lawful demand by a 
peace officer, as defined in section 626.84, subdivision 1. A violation of this paragraph 
is a petty misdemeanor. The fine for a first offense must not exceed $25. Notwithstand
ing section 609.531, a firearm carried in violation of this paragraph is not subject to 
forfeiture.

(b) A citation issued for violating paragraph (a) must be dismissed if the person 
demonstrates, in court or in the office of the arresting officer, that the person was 
authorized to carry the pistol at the time of the alleged violation.
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624.714 CRIMES, OTHER PROVISIONS 58

(c) Upon the request of a peace officer, a permit holder must write a sample 
signature in the officer’s presence to aid in verifying the person’s identity.

(d) Upon the request of a peace officer, a permit holder shall disclose to the 
officer whether or not the permit holder is currently carrying a firearm.

Subd. 2. Where application made; authority to issue permit; criteria; scope, (a) 
Applications by Minnesota residents for permits to carry shall be made to the county 
sheriff where the applicant resides. Nonresidents, as defined in section 171.01, subdivi
sion 42, may apply to any sheriff.

(b) Unless a sheriff denies a permit under the exception set forth in subdivision 6, 
paragraph (a), clause (3), a sheriff must issue a permit to an applicant if the person:

(1) has training in the safe use of a pistol;
(2) is at least 21 years old and a citizen or a permanent resident of the United 

States;
(3) completes an application for a permit;
(4) is not prohibited from possessing a firearm under the following sections:
(i) 518B.01, subdivision 14;
(ii) 609.224, subdivision 3;
(iii) 609.2242, subdivision 3;
(iv) 609.749, subdivision 8;
(v) 624.713;
(vi) 624.719;
(vii) 629.715, subdivision 2;
(viii) 629.72, subdivision 2; or
(ix) any federal law; and
(5) is not listed in the criminal gang investigative data system under section 

299C.091.
(c) A permit to carry a pistol issued or recognized under this section is a state 

permit and is effective throughout the state.
(d) A sheriff may contract with a police chief to process permit applications under 

this section. If a sheriff contracts with a police chief, the sheriff remains the issuing 
authority and the police chief acts as the sheriffs agent. If a sheriff contracts with a 
police chief, all of the provisions of this section will apply.

Subd. 2a. Training in the safe use of a pistol, (a) An applicant must present 
evidence that the applicant received training in the safe use of a pistol within one year 
of the date of an original or renewal application. Training may be demonstrated by:

(1) employment as a peace officer in the state of Minnesota within the past year;
or

(2) completion of a firearms safety or training course providing basic training in 
the safe use of a pistol and conducted by a certified instructor.

(b) Basic training must include:
(1) instruction in the fundamentals of pistol use;
(2) successful completion of an actual shooting qualification exercise; and
(3) instruction in the fundamental legal aspects of pistol possession, carry, and use, 

including self-defense and the restrictions on the use of deadly force.
(c) The certified instructor must issue a certificate to a person who has completed 

a firearms safety or training course described in paragraph (b). The certificate must be 
signed by the instructor and attest that the person attended and completed the course.

(d) A person qualifies as a certified instructor if the person is certified as a 
firearms instructor within the past five years by an organization or government entity 
that has been approved by the Department of Public Safety in accordance with the 
department’s standards.
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(e) A sheriff must accept the training described in this subdivision as meeting the 
requirement in subdivision 2, paragraph (b), for training in the safe use of a pistol. A 
sheriff, may also accept other satisfactory evidence of training in the safe use of a pistol.

Subd. 3. Form and contents of application, (a) Applications for permits to carry 
must be an official, standardized application form, adopted under section 624.7151, and 
must set forth in writing only the following information:

(1) the applicant’s name, residence, telephone number, if any, and driver’s license 
number or state identification card number;

(2) the applicant’s sex, date of birth, height, weight, and color of eyes and hair, and 
distinguishing physical characteristics, if any;

(3) the township or statutory city or home rule charter city, and county, of all 
Minnesota residences of the applicant in the last five years, though not including 
specific addresses;

(4) the township or city, county, and state of all non-Minnesota residences of the 
applicant in the last five years, though not including specific addresses;.

(5) a statement that the applicant authorizes the release to the sheriff of 
commitment information about the applicant maintained by the commissioner of 
human services or any similar agency or department of another state where the 
applicant has resided, to the extent that the information relates to the applicant’s 
eligibility to possess a firearm; and

(6) a statement by the applicant that, to the best of the applicant’s knowledge and 
belief, the applicant is not prohibited by law from possessing a firearm.

(b) The statement under paragraph (a), clause (5),. must comply with any applica
ble requirements of Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, sections 2.31 to 2.35, with 
respect to consent to disclosure of alcohol or drug abuse patient records.

(c) An applicant must submit to the sheriff an application packet consisting only of 
the following items:

(1). a completed application form, signed and dated by the applicant;
(2) an accurate photocopy of the certificate described in subdivision 2a, paragraph

(c), that is submitted as the applicant’s evidence of training in the safe use of a pistol; 
and

(3) an accurate photocopy of the applicant’s current driver’s license, state identifi
cation card, or the photo page of the applicant’s passport.

(d) In addition to the other application materials, a person who is otherwise 
ineligible for a permit due to a criminal conviction but who has obtained a pardon or 
expungement setting aside the conviction, scaling the conviction, or otherwise restoring 
applicable rights, must submit a copy of the relevant order.

(e) Applications must be submitted in person.
(f) The sheriff may charge a new application processing fee in an amount not to 

exceed the actual and reasonable direct cost of processing the application or $100, 
whichever is less. Of this amount, $10 must be submitted to the commissioner and 
deposited into the general fund.

(g) This subdivision prescribes the complete and exclusive set of items an applicant 
is required to submit in order to apply for a new or renewal permit to carry. The 
applicant must not be asked or required to submit, voluntarily or involuntarily, any 
information, fees, or documentation beyond that specifically required by this subdivi
sion. This paragraph does not apply to alternate training evidence accepted by the 
sheriff under subdivision 2a, paragraph (d).

(h) Forms for new and renewal applications must be available at all sheriffs’ offices 
and the commissioner must make the forms available on the Internet.

(i) Application forms must clearly display a notice that a permit, if granted, is void 
and must be immediately returned to the sheriff if the permit holder is or becomes 
prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. The notice must list the applicable state 
criminal offenses and civil categories that prohibit a person from possessing a firearm.
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(j) Upon receipt of an application packet and any required fee, the sheriff must 
provide a signed receipt indicating the date of submission.

[For text o f subds 4 to 7a, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 8. Permit to carry voided, (a) The permit to carry is void at the time that the 

holder becomes prohibited by law from possessing a firearm, in which event the holder 
must return the permit card to the issuing sheriff within five business days after the 
holder knows or should know that the holder is a prohibited person. If the sheriff has 
knowledge that a permit is void under this paragraph, the sheriff must give notice to 
the permit holder in writing in the same manner as a denial. Failure of the holder to 
return the permit within the five days is a gross misdemeanor unless the court finds 
that the circumstances or the physical or mental condition of the permit holder 
prevented the holder from complying with the return requirement.

(b) When a permit holder is convicted of an offense that prohibits the permit 
holder from possessing a firearm, the court must take possession of the permit, if it is 
available, and send it to the issuing sheriff.

(c) The sheriff of the county where the application was submitted, or of the county 
of the permit holder’s current residence, may file a petition with the district court 
therein, for an order revoking a permit to carry on the grounds set forth in subdivision 
6, paragraph (a), clause (3). An order shall be issued only if the sheriff meets the 
burden of proof and criteria set forth in subdivision 12. If the court denies the petition, 
the court must award the permit holder reasonable costs and expenses, including 
attorney fees.

(d) A permit revocation must be promptly reported to the issuing sheriff.

[For text o f subds 8a to 11a, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 12. Hearing upon denial or revocation, (a) Any person aggrieved by denial 
or revocation of a permit to carry may appeal by petition to the district court having 
jurisdiction over the county or municipality where the application was submitted. The 
petition must list the sheriff as the respondent. The district court must hold a hearing 
at the earliest practicable date and in any event no later than 60 days following the 
filing of the petition for review. The court may not grant or deny any relief before the 
completion of the hearing. The record of the hearing must be sealed. The matter must 
be heard de novo without a jury.

(b) The court must issue written findings of fact and conclusions of law regarding 
the issues submitted by the parties. The court must issue its writ of mandamus directing 
that the permit be issued and order other appropriate relief unless the sheriff 
establishes by clear and convincing evidence:

(1) that the applicant is disqualified under the criteria described in subdivision 2, 
paragraph (b); or

(2) that there exists a substantial likelihood that the applicant is a danger to self or 
the public if authorized to carry a pistol under a permit. Incidents of alleged criminal 
misconduct that are not investigated and documented may not be considered.

(c) If an applicant is denied a permit on the grounds that the applicant is listed in 
the criminal gang investigative data system under section 299C.091, the person may 
challenge the denial, after disclosure under court supervision of the reason for that 
listing, based on grounds that the person:

(1) was erroneously identified as a person in the data system;
(2) was improperly included in the data system according to the criteria outlined in 

section 299C.091, subdivision 2, paragraph (b); or
(3) has demonstrably withdrawn from the activities and associations that led to 

inclusion in the data system.
(d) If the court grants a petition brought under paragraph (a), the court must 

award the applicant or permit holder reasonable costs and expenses including attorney 
fees.
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Subd. 17. Posting; trespass, (a) A person carrying a firearm on or about his or her 
person or clothes under a permit or otherwise who remains at a private establishment 
knowing that the operator of the establishment or its agent has made a reasonable 
request that firearms not be brought into the establishment may be ordered to leave 
the premises. A person who fails to leave when so requested is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. The fine for a first offense must not exceed $25. Notwithstanding section 
609.531, a firearm carried in violation of this subdivision is not subject to forfeiture.

(b) As used in this subdivision, the terms in this paragraph have the meanings 
given.

(1) “Reasonable request” means a request made under the following circum
stances:

(1) the requester has prominently posted a conspicuous sign at every entrance to 
the establishment containing the following language: “(INDICATE IDENTITY OF 
OPERATOR) BANS GUNS IN THESE PREMISES.”; or

(ii) the requester or the requester’s agent personally informs the person that guns 
are prohibited in the premises and demands compliance.

(2) “Prominently” means readily visible and within four feet laterally of the 
entrance with the bottom of the sign at a height of four to six feet above the floor.

(3) “Conspicuous” means lettering in black arial typeface at least 1-1/2 inches in 
height against a bright contrasting background that is at least 187 square inches in area.

(4) “Private establishment” means a building, structure, or portion thereof that is 
owned, leased, controlled, or operated by a nongovernmental entity for a nongovern
mental purpose.

(c) The owner or operator of a private establishment may not prohibit the lawful 
carry or possession of firearms in a parking facility or parking area.

(d) This subdivision does not apply to private residences. The lawful possessor of a 
private residence may prohibit firearms, and provide notice thereof, in any lawful 
manner.

(e) A landlord may not restrict the lawful carry or possession of firearms by 
tenants or their guests.

(f) Notwithstanding any inconsistent provisions in section 609.605, this subdivision 
sets forth the exclusive criteria to notify a permit holder when otherwise lawful firearm 
possession is not allowed in a private establishment and sets forth the exclusive penalty 
for such activity.

(g) This subdivision does not apply to:
(1) an active licensed peace officer; or
(2) a security guard acting in the course and scope of employment.

[For text o f subds 18 to 23, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 24. Predatory offenders. Except when acting under the authority of other 
law, it is a misdemeanor for a person required to register by section 243.166 to carry a 
pistol whether or not the carrier possesses a permit to carry issued under this section. If 
an action prohibited by this subdivision is also a violation of another law, the violation 
may be prosecuted under either law.

[For text o f subds 12a to 16, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 83 s 1,3-10
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