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CHAPTER 505 

PLATS; COORDINATES; SURVEYS
505.08 Preparation of plat; filing; certification; 505.14 Vacation, 

fees; penalties.

505.08 PREPARATION OF PLAT; FILING; CERTIFICATION; FEES; PENALTIES.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Public certified copies. The copies of the official plat or of the exact 
reproducible copy shall be compared and certified to by the county recorder in the 
manner in which certified copies of records are issued in the recorder’s office, and the 
copy thereof shall be bound in a proper volume for the use of the general public and 
anyone shall have access to and may inspect such certified copy at their pleasure. When 
the plat includes both registered and nonregistered land two copies thereof shall be so 
certified and bound, one for such general public use in each of the offices of the county 
recorder and registrar of titles; provided, however, that only one such copy so certified 
and bound shall be provided for general public use in those counties wherein the office 
quarters of the county recorder and registrar of titles are one and the same. When the 
copy, or any part thereof, shall become unintelligible from use or wear or otherwise, at 
the request of the county recorder it shall be the duty of the county surveyor to make a 
reproduction copy of the official plat, or the exact transparent reproducible copy under 
the direct supervision of the county recorder, who shall compare the copy, certify that it 
is a correct copy thereof, by proper certificate as above set forth, and it shall be bound 
in the volume, and under the page, and in the place of the discarded copy. In counties 
not having a county surveyor the county recorder shall employ a licensed land surveyor 
to make such reproduction copy, at the expense of the county. The county recorder 
shall receive as a fee for filing these plats, as aforesaid described, pursuant to section 
357.18, subdivision 1. Reproductions from the exact transparent reproducible copy shall 
be available to any person upon request and the cost of such reproductions shall be 
paid by the person making such request. If a copy of the official plat is requested the 
county recorder shall prepare it and duly certify that it is a copy of the official plat and 
the cost of such copy shall be paid by the person making such request.

[For text o f subds 2a and 3, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 c 136 art 14 s 8 

505.14 VACATION.
Upon the application of the owner of land included in any plat, and upon proof 

that all taxes assessed against the land have been paid, and the notice hereinafter 
provided for given, the district court may vacate or alter all, or any part, of the plat, 
and adjudge the title to all streets, alleys, and public grounds to be in the persons 
entitled thereto; but streets or alleys connecting separate plats or lying between blocks 
or lots or providing access for the public to any public water, shall not be vacated 
between the lots, blocks, or plats as are not also vacated, unless it appears that the 
street or alley or part thereof sought to be vacated is useless for the purpose for which 
it was laid out. If any part of a street, alley, or public ground proposed for vacation 
terminates at, abuts upon, or is adjacent to any public water, the petitioner shall serve 
notice of the petition by certified mail upon the commissioner of natural resources at 
least 60 days before the term at which it shall be heard. The notice under this 
subdivision creates a right of intervention by the commissioner of natural resources. 
The petitioner shall cause two weeks published and posted notice of such application to 
be given, the last publication to be at least ten days before the term at which it shall be 
heard; and the petitioner shall also serve personally, or cause to be served personally, 
notice of the application, at least ten days before the term at which the application
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shall be heard, upon the mayor of the city, the president of the statutory city, or the 
chair of the town board of the town where the land is situated. The court shall hear all 
persons owning or occupying land that would be affected by the proposed vacation, and 
if, in the judgment of the court, the same would be damaged, the court may determine 
the amount of the damage and direct its payment by the applicant before the vacation 
or alteration shall take effect. A certified copy of the order of the court shall be filed 
with the county auditor, and recorded by the county recorder. The district court shall 
not vacate or alter any street, alley, or public ground dedicated to the public use in or 
by any plat in any city or town organized under a charter or special law which provides 
a method of procedure for the vacation of streets and public grounds by the municipal 
authorities of the city or town.

History: 2005 c 117 s 3
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