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473.146 POLICY PLANS FOR METROPOLITAN AGENCIES.
Subdivision 1. Requirement. The council shall adopt a long-range comprehensive 

policy plan for transportation and wastewater treatment. The plans must substantially 
conform to all policy statements, purposes, goals, standards, and maps in the develop
ment guide developed and adopted by the council under this chapter. Each policy plan 
must include, to the extent appropriate to the functions, services, and systems covered, 
the following:

(1) forecasts of changes in the general levels and distribution of population, 
households, employment, land uses, and other relevant matters, for the metropolitan 
area and appropriate subareas;

(2) a statement of issues, problems, needs, and opportunities with respect to the 
functions, services, and systems covered;

(3) a statement of the council’s goals, objectives, and priorities with respect to the 
functions, services, and systems covered, addressing areas and populations to be served, 
the levels, distribution, and staging of services; a general description of the facility 
systems required to support the services; the estimated cost of improvements required 
to achieve the council’s goals for the regional systems, including an analysis of what 
portion of the funding for each improvement is proposed to come from the state, 
Metropolitan Council levies, and cities, counties, and towns in the metropolitan area, 
respectively, and other similar matters;

(4) a statement of policies to effectuate the council’s goals, objectives, and 
priorities;

(5) a statement of the fiscal implications of the council’s plan, including a 
statement of: (i) the resources available under existing fiscal policy; (ii) the adequacy of 
resources under existing fiscal policy and any shortfalls and unattended needs; (iii) 
additional resources, if any, that are or may be required to effectuate the council’s 
goals, objectives, and priorities; and (iv) any changes in existing fiscal policy, on 
regional revenues and intergovernmental aids respectively, that are expected or that the 
council has recommended or may recommend;

(6) a statement of the relationship of the policy plan to other policy plans and 
chapters of the Metropolitan Development Guide;

(7) a statement of the relationships to local comprehensive plans prepared under 
sections 473.851 to 473.871; and

(8) additional general information as may be necessary to develop the policy plan 
or as may be required by the laws relating to the metropolitan agency and function 
covered by the policy plan.

Subd. 3. Development guide: transportation. The transportation chapter must 
include policies relating to all transportation forms and be designed to promote the 
legislative determinations, policies, and goals set forth in section 473.371. In addition to 
the requirements of subdivision 1 regarding the contents of the policy plan, the 
nontransit element of the transportation chapter must include the following:
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(1) a statement of the needs and problems of the metropolitan area with respect to 
the functions covered, including the present and prospective demand for and con
straints on access to regional business concentrations and other major activity centers 
and the constraints on and acceptable levels of development and vehicular trip 
generation at such centers;

(2) the objectives of and the policies to be forwarded by the policy plan;
(3) a general description of the physical facilities and services to be developed;
(4) a statement as to the general location of physical facilities and service areas;
(5) a general statement of timing and priorities in the development of those 

physical facilities and service areas;
(6) a detailed statement, updated every two years, of timing and priorities for 

improvements and expenditures needed on the metropolitan highway system;
(7) a general statement on the level of public expenditure appropriate to the 

facilities; and
(8) a long-range assessment of air transportation trends and factors that may affect 

airport development in the metropolitan area and policies and strategies that will 
ensure a comprehensive, coordinated, and timely investigation and evaluation of 
alternatives for airport development.

The council shall develop the nontransit element in consultation with the transpor
tation advisory board and the Metropolitan Airports Commission and cities having an 
airport located within or adjacent to its corporate boundaries. The council shall also 
take into consideration the airport development and operations plans and activities of 
the commission. The council shall transmit the results to the state Department of 
Transportation.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 123 s 2,3

473.155 [Repealed, 2005 c 123 s 8]

473.156 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]

473.1565 METROPOLITAN AREA WATER SUPPLY PLANNING ACTIVITIES; AD
VISORY COMMITTEE.

Subdivision 1. Planning activities, (a) The Metropolitan Council must carry out 
planning activities addressing the water supply needs of the metropolitan area as 
defined in section 473.121, subdivision 2. TTie planning activities must include, at a 
minimum:

(1) development and maintenance of a base of technical information needed for 
sound water supply decisions including surface and groundwater availability analyses, 
water demand projections, water withdrawal and use impact analyses, modeling, and 
similar studies;

(2) development and periodic update of a metropolitan area master water supply 
plan that:

(i) provides guidance for local water supply systems and future regional invest
ments;

(ii) emphasizes conservation, interjurisdictional cooperation, and long-term sus
tainability; and

(iii) addresses the reliability, security, and cost-effectiveness of the metropolitan 
area water supply system and its local and subregional components;

(3) recommendations for clarifying the appropriate roles and responsibilities of 
local, regional, and state government in metropolitan area water supply;

(4) recommendations for streamlining and consolidating metropolitan area water 
supply decision-making and approval processes; and
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3 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.192

(5) recommendations for the ongoing and long-term funding of metropolitan area 
water supply planning activities and capital investments.

(b) The council must carry out the planning activities in this subdivision in 
consultation with the Metropolitan Area Water Supply Advisory Committee established 
in subdivision 2.

Subd. 2. Advisory committee, (a) A  Metropolitan Area Water Supply Advisory 
Committee is established to assist the council in its planning activities in subdivision 1. 
The advisory committee has the following membership:

(1) the commissioner of agriculture or the commissioner’s designee;
(2) the commissioner of health or the commissioner’s designee;
(3) the commissioner of natural resources or the commissioner’s designee;
(4) the commissioner of the Pollution Control Agency or the commissioner’s 

designee;
(5) two officials of counties that are located in the metropolitan area, appointed by 

the governor;
(6) five officials of noncounty local governmental units that are located in the 

metropolitan area, appointed by the governor; and
(7) the chair of the Metropolitan Council or the chair’s designee, who is chair of 

the advisory committee.
A local government unit in each of the seven counties in the metropolitan area 

must be represented in the seven appointments made under clauses (5) and (6).
(b) Members of the advisory committee appointed by the governor serve at the 

pleasure of the governor. Members of the advisory committee serve without compensa
tion but may be reimbursed for their reasonable expenses as determined by the 
Metropolitan Council. The advisory committee expires December 31, 2008.

(c) The council must consider the work and recommendations of the advisory 
committee when the council is preparing its regional development framework. .

Subd. 3. Reports to legislature. The council must submit reports to the legislature 
regarding its findings, recommendations, and continuing planning activities under 
subdivision 1. The first report must be submitted to the legislature by the date the 
legislature convenes in 2007 and subsequent reports must be submitted by such date 
every five years thereafter.

History: lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 147

473.192 AIRCRAFT NOISE ATTENUATION.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Definitions. For purposes of this section, “metropolitan area” has the 
meaning given it in section 473.121, subdivision 2. “Transportation policy plan” means 
the plan adopted by the Metropolitan Council pursuant to section 473.145. “Municipal
ity” has the meaning provided by section 462.352, subdivision 2.

Subd. 3. Ordinance. A municipality in the metropolitan area that, in part or in 
whole, is within the aircraft noise zones designated in the transportation policy plan 
may adopt and enforce ordinances and controls to regulate building construction 
methods and materials for the purpose of attenuating aircraft noise in habitable 
buildings in and around the noise zone. The ordinance or control shall not apply to 
remodeling or rehabilitating an existing residential building nor to the construction of 
an appurtenance to an existing residential building. An ordinance adopted by a 
municipality must be adequate to implement the Metropolitan Council’s guidelines for 
land use compatibility with aircraft noise. Section 16B.62 does not apply to ordinances 
adopted under this section.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 123 s 4,5
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473.197 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 4

473.197 HOUSING BOND CREDIT ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 2005 c 152 art 1 s 43; lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]
Subd. 2. [Repealed, 2005 c 152 art 1 s 43; !Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]
Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2005 c 152 art 1 s 43; lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]
Subd. 4. Debt reserve; levy. To provide money, to pay debt service on bonds issued 

under the credit enhancement program in repealed subdivision 1 of Minnesota Statutes 
2004, section 473.197, the council must maintain a debt reserve fund until the reserve is 
no longer pledged or otherwise needed to pay debt service on such bonds. If sums in 
the debt reserve fund are insufficient to cure any deficiency in the debt service fund 
established for the bonds, the council must levy a tax on all taxable property in the 
metropolitan area in the amount needed to liquidate the deficiency. The tax authorized 
by this section does not affect the amount or rate of taxes that may be levied by the 
council for other purposes and is not subject to limit as to rate or amount.

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2005 c 152 art 1 s 43; lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]
Histoiy: lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 148
NOTE: Subdivision 4 was also amended by Laws 2005, chapter 152, article 1, section 18, to read as follows:
“Subd. 4. Debt reserve; levy. To provide money to pay debt service on bonds issued under the credit enhancement 

program in repealed subdivision 1 of Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 473.197, the council must maintain a debt reserve fund 
until such a reserve is no longer pledged or otherwise needed to pay debt service on such bonds. If sums in the debt reserve 
fund are insufficient to cure any deficiency in the debt service fund established for the bonds, the council must levy a tax on all 
taxable property in the metropolitan area in the amount needed to cure the deficiency. The tax authorized by this section does 
not affect the amount or rate of taxes that may be levied by the council for other purposes and is not subject to limit as to rate 
or amount.”

473.24 POPULATION ESTIMATES.
(a) The Metropolitan Council shall annually prepare an estimate of population for 

each county, city, and town in the metropolitan area and an estimate of the number of 
households and average household size for each city in the metropolitan area with a 
population of 2,500 or more, and an estimate of population over age 65 for each county 
in the metropolitan area, and convey the estimates to the governing body of each 
county, city, or town by June 1 each year. In the case of a city or town that is located 
partly within and partly without the metropolitan area, the Metropolitan Council shall 
estimate the proportion of the total population and the average size of households that 
reside within the area. The Metropolitan Council may prepare an estimate of the 
population and of the average household size for any other political subdivision located 
in the metropolitan area.

(b) A governing body may challenge an estimate made under this section by filing 
its specific objections in writing with the Metropolitan Council by June 24. If the 
challenge does not result in an acceptable estimate, the governing body may have a 
special census conducted by the United States Bureau of the Census. The political 
subdivision must notify the Metropolitan Council on or before July 1 of its intent to 
have the special census conducted. The political subdivision must bear , all costs of the 
special census. Results of the special census must be received by the Metropolitan 
Council by the next April 15 to be used in that year’s June 1 estimate under this 
section. The Metropolitan Council shall certify the estimates of population and the 
average household size to the state demographer and to the commissioner of revenue 
by July 15 each year, including any estimates still under objection.

History: 2005 c 151 art 4 s 4

473.351 METROPOLITAN AREA REGIONAL PARKS FUNDING.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. The definitions in this subdivision apply to this section.
(a) “Implementing agency” means the counties of Anoka, Washington, Ramsey, 

Scott, Carver, Dakota, the city of St. Paul, the city of Bloomington, the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board, and the Three Rivers Park District.

(b) “Operation and maintenance expenditures” means the cost of providing for the 
operation and maintenance of waters, lands, and facilities that are a part of the 
metropolitan area regional park and open space system, including but not limited to,
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5 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.655

the provision of fire, police, maintenance, forestry, rehabilitation expenses pertaining to 
routine care, and the allocation of the administrative overhead costs of the regional 
park and open space systems.

(c) “Operation and maintenance money” means money appropriated by the 
legislature to the commissioner of employment and economic development for distribu
tion by the Metropolitan Council.

(d) “Regional recreation open space systems” means those parks that have been 
designated by the Metropolitan Council under section 473.145.

[For text o f subds 2 to 6, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 82 s 11 

473.39 BORROWING MONEY.

[For text o f subds 1 to le, see M.S.2004]

Subd. If. [Repealed, 2005 c 152 art 1 s 43]

[For text o f subds lg  to Ij, see M.S.2004]

Subd. Ik. Obligations. After July 1, 2005, in addition to the authority in subdivi
sions la, lb, lc, Id, le, lg, lh, li, and lj, the council may issue certificates of 
indebtedness, bonds, or other obligations under this section in an amount not exceed
ing $64,000,000 for capital expenditures as prescribed in the council’s regional transit 
master plan and transit capital improvement program and for related costs, including 
the costs of issuance and sale of the obligations.

[For text o f subd .2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2a. Uses of investment income. Interest or other investment earnings on the 
proceeds of bonds issued under this section and on a debt service account for bonds 
issued under this section must be used only to:

(1) pay capital expenditures and related expenses for which the obligations were 
authorized by this section;

(2) to pay debt service on the. obligations or to reduce the council’s property tax 
levy imposed to pay debt service on obligations issued under this section;

(3) pay rebate or yield reduction payments for the bonds to the United States;
(4) redeem or purchase the bonds; or
(5) make other payments with respect to the bonds that are necessary or desirable 

to comply with federal tax rules applicable to the bonds or to comply with covenants 
made with respect to the bonds.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 152 art 1 s 19,20

473.408 FARE POLICY.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

[For text o f subds 2 to 7, see M.S.2004]

473.619 [Repealed, 2005 c 123 s 8]

473.655 PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENTAL PURPOSES.
It is hereby determined and declared that the purposes of sections 473.601 to 

473.679 are public and governmental; that the development of the metropolitan 
airports system by the corporation be consistent with the transportation chapter of the 
Metropolitan Council’s Development Guide and promote the public safety and welfare 
of the state; and that the development, extension, maintenance, and operation of the 
system in such a manner as to assure the residents of the metropolitan area of the
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473.655 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 6

minimum environmental impact from air navigation and transportation, with provision 
for noise abatement, control of airport area land use, and other protective measures, is 
essential to the development of air navigation and transportation in and through this 
state, and is necessary in order to assure the inclusion of this state in national and 
international systems of air transportation, benefits the people of the state as a whole, 
renders a general public service, and provides employment, and is of great public 
economic benefit.

Histoiy: 2005 c 123 s 6

473.801 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 6. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 162]

473.843 METROPOLITAN SOLID WASTE LANDFILL FEE.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 5. Penalties; enforcement. The audit, penalty, and enforcement provisions 
applicable to corporate franchise taxes imposed under chapter 290 apply to the fees 
imposed under this section. The commissioner of revenue shall administer the provi
sions.

[For text o f subd 6, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 151 art 8 s 19

473.845 METROPOLITAN LANDFILL CONTINGENCY ACTION ACCOUNT.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The metropolitan landfill contingency action trust 

account is an expendable trust account in the remediation fund. The account consists of 
revenue deposited in the account under section 473.843, subdivision 2, clause (2); 
amounts recovered under subdivision 7; and interest earned on investment of money in 
the account.

[For text o f subds 3 to 8, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 10 art 1 s 72 

473.852 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 7, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 8. Metropolitan system plans. “Metropolitan system plans” means the 
transportation portion of the Metropolitan Development Guide, and the policy plans, 
and capital budgets for metropolitan wastewater service, transportation, and regional 
recreation open space.

[For text o f subds 9 to 11, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 123 s 7
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