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CHAPTER 204B

ELECTIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS
204B .06 Filing for primary; affidavit o f  candidacy. 
204B .10  Affidavits o f candidacy; nominating

204B .16 Polling places; designation. 
204B .18 Polling places; equipment. 
204B.24 Election judges; oath.petitions; duties o f election officials. 

204B .14 Election  prccincts. 204B .27 Duties o f secretary o f state.

204B.06 FILING FOR PRIMARY; AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY.
Subdivision 1. Form of affidavit. An affidavit of candidacy shall state the name of 

the office sought and, except as provided in subdivision 4, shall state that the candidate:
(1) is an eligible, voter;
(2) has no other affidavit on file as a candidate for any office at the same primary 

or next ensuing general election, except that a candidate for soil and water conserva
tion district supervisor in a district not located in whole or in part in Anoka, Hennepin, 
Ramsey, or Washington County, may also have on file an affidavit of candidacy for 
mayor or council member of a statutory or home rule charter city of not more than 
2,500 population contained in whole or in part in the soil and water conservation 
district or for town supervisor in a town of not more than 2,500 population contained in 
whole or in part in the soil and water conservation district; and

(3) is, or will be on assuming the office, 21 years of age or more, and will have 
maintained residence in the district from which the candidate seeks election for 30 days 
before the general election.

An affidavit of candidacy must include a statement that the candidate’s name as 
written on the affidavit for ballot designation is the candidate’s true name or the name 
by which the candidate is commonly and generally known in the community.

An affidavit of candidacy for partisan office shall also state the name of the 
candidate’s political party or political principle, stated in three words or less.

Subd. 4. Federal offices. Candidates for president or vice president of the United 
States are not required to file an affidavit of candidacy for office. Candidates who seek 
nomination for the office of United States senator or representative shall state the 
following information on the affidavit:

(1) for United States senator, that the candidate will be an inhabitant of this state 
when elected and will be 30 years of age or older and a citizen of the United States for 
not less than nine years on the next January 3 or, in the case of an election to fill a 
vacancy, within 21 days after the special election; and

(2) for United States representative, that the candidate will be an inhabitant of this 
state when elected and will be 25 years of age or older and a citizen of the United 
States for not less than seven years on the next January 3 or, in the case of an election 
to fill a vacancy, within 21 days after the special election.

Subd. 4a. State and local offices. Candidates who seek nomination for the 
following offices shall state the following additional information on the affidavit:

(1) for governor or lieutenant governor, that on the first Monday of the next 
January the candidate will be 25 years of age or older and, on the day of the state 
general election, a resident of Minnesota for not less than one year;

(2) for Supreme Court justice, Court of Appeals judge, or district court judge, that 
the candidate is learned in the law;

(3) for county, municipal, school district, or special district office, that the 
candidate meets any other qualifications for that office prescribed by law;

(4) for senator or representative in the legislature, that on the day of the general 
or special election to fill the office the candidate will have resided not less than one

[For text o f  subd 2, see M.S.2004]
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163 ELECTIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS 204B.14

year in the state and not less than six months in the legislative district from which the 
candidate seeks election.

[For text o f  subds 5 to 8, see M.S.2004]
. Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 31,32

204B.10 AFFIDAVITS OF CANDIDACY; NOMINATING PETITIONS; DUTIES OF 
ELECTION OFFICIALS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 5, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 6. Ineligible voter. Upon receipt of a certified copy of a final judgment or 

order of a court of competent jurisdiction that a person who has filed an affidavit of 
candidacy or who has been nominated by petition:

(1) has been convicted of treason or a felony and the person’s civil rights have not 
been restored;

(2) is under guardianship in which the court order revokes the ward’s right to vote;
or

(3) has been found by a court of law to be legally incompetent;

the filing officer shall notify the person by certified mail at the address shown on the 
affidavit or petition, and, for offices other than President of the United States, Vice 
President of the United States, United States Senator, and United States Representa
tive in Congress, shall not certify the person’s name to be placed on the ballot. The 
actions of a filing officer under this subdivision are subject to judicial review under 
section 204B.44.

History: 2005 c 10 art 4 s 6; 2005 c 156 art 6 s 33

204B.14 ELECTION PRECINCTS.

[For text o f  subds 1 and la, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2. Separate precincts; combined polling place, (a) The following shall 

constitute at least one election precinct:
(1) each city ward; and
(2) each town and each statutory city.
(b) A single, accessible, combined polling place may be established no later than 

June 1 of any year:
(1) for any city of the third or fourth class, any town, or any city having territory in 

more than one county, in which all the voters of the city or town shall cast their ballots;
(2) for two contiguous precincts in the same municipality that have a combined 

total of fewer than 500 registered voters;
(3) for up to four contiguous municipalities, located entirely outside the metropoli

tan area, as defined by section 200.02, subdivision 24, that are contained in the same 
county; or

(4) for noncontiguous precincts located in one or more counties.
A copy of the ordinance or resolution establishing a combined polling place must 

be filed with the county auditor within 30 days after approval by the governing body. A 
polling place combined under clause (3) must be approved by the governing body of 
each participating municipality. A polling place combined under clause (4) must be 
approved by the governing body of each participating municipality and the secretary of 
state and may be located outside any of the noncontiguous precincts. A municipality 
withdrawing from participation in a combined polling place must do so by filing a 
resolution of withdrawal with the county auditor no later than May 1 of any year.

The secretary of state shall provide a separate polling place roster for each 
precinct served by the combined polling place. A single set of election judges may be 
appointed to serve at a combined polling place. The number of election judges required 
must be based on the total number of persons voting at the last similar election in all
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precincts to be voting at the combined polling place. Separate ballot boxes must be 
provided for the ballots from each precinct. The results of the election must be 
reported separately for each precinct served by the combined polling place, except in a 
polling place established under clause (2) where one of the precincts has fewer than ten 
registered voters, in which case the results of that precinct must be reported in the 
manner specified by the secretary of state.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 7, see M.S.2004]
Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 34; 2005 c 162 s 2 

204B.16 POLLING PLACES; DESIGNATION.
Subdivision 1. Authority; location. The governing body of each municipality and of 

each county with precincts in unorganized territory shall designate by ordinance or 
resolution a polling place for each election precinct. Polling places must be designated 
and ballots must be distributed so that no one is required to go to more than one 
polling place to vote in a school district and municipal election held on the same day. 
The polling place for a precinct in a city or in a school district located in whole or in 
part in the metropolitan area defined by section 200.02, subdivision 24, shall be located 
within the boundaries of the precinct or within 3,000 feet of one of those boundaries 
unless a single polling place is designated for a city pursuant to section 204B.14, 
subdivision 2, or a school district pursuant to section 205A.11. The polling place for a 
precinct in unorganized territory may be located outside the precinct at a place which is 
convenient to the voters of the precinct. If no suitable place is available within a town 
or within a school district located outside the metropolitan area defined by section 
200.02, subdivision 24, then the polling place for a town or school district may be 
located outside the town or school district within five miles of one of the boundaries of 
the town or school district.

[For text o f  subds la  to 4, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 5. Access by elderly and persons with disabilities. Each polling place shall 

be accessible to and usable by elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities. A 
polling place is deemed to be accessible and usable if it complies with the standards in 
paragraphs (a) to (f).

(a) At least one set of doors must have a minimum width of 32 inches if the doors 
must be used to enter or leave the polling place.

(b) Any curb adjacent to the main entrance to a polling place must have curb cuts 
or temporary ramps. Where the main entrance is not the accessible entrance, any curb 
adjacent to the accessible entrance must also have curb cuts or temporary ramps.

(c) Where the main entrance is not the accessible entrance, a sign shall be posted 
at the main entrance giving directions to the accessible entrance.

(d) At least one set of stairs must have a temporary handrail and ramp if stairs 
must be used to enter or leave the polling place.

(e) No barrier in the polling place may impede the path of persons with disabilities 
to the voting booth.

(f) At least one parking space for persons with disabilities, which may be 
temporarily so designated by the municipality for the day of the election, must be 
available near the accessible entrance.

The doorway, handrails, ramps, and handicapped parking provided pursuant to this 
subdivision must conform to the standards specified in the State Building Code for 
accessibility by persons with disabilities.

A governing body shall designate as polling places only those places which meet 
the standards prescribed in this subdivision unless no available place within a precinct 
is accessible or can be made accessible.

[For text o f subds 6 and 7, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 35,36
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204B.18 POLLING PLACES; EQUIPMENT.
Subdivision 1. Booths; voting stations. Each polling place must contain a number 

of voting booths or voting stations in proportion to the number of individuals eligible to 
vote in the precinct. Each booth or station must be at least six feet high, three feet 
deep and two feet wide with a shelf at least two feet long and one foot wide placed at a 
convenient height for writing. The booth or station shall permit the voter to vote 
privately and independently. Each polling place must have at least one accessible voting 
booth or other accessible voting station and beginning with federal and state elections 
held after December 31, 2005, and county, municipal, and school district elections held 
after December 31, 2007, one voting system that conforms to section 301(a)(3)(B) of 
the Help America Vote Act, Public Law 107-252. All booths or stations must be 
constructed so that a voter is free from observation while marking ballots. During the 
hours of voting, the booths or stations must have instructions, a pencil, and other 
supplies needed to mark the ballots. A chair must be provided for elderly voters and 
voters with disabilities to use while voting or waiting to vote. Stable flat writing surfaces 
must also be made available to voters who are completing election-related forms. All 
ballot boxes, voting booths, voting stations, and election judges must be in open public 
view in the polling place.

[For text o f  subd 2, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 37

204B.24 ELECTION JUDGES; OATH.
Each election judge shall sign the following oath before assuming the duties of the 

office:
“I ..........solemnly swear that I will perform the duties of election judge according

to law and the best of my ability and will diligently endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit 
and abuse in conducting this election. I will perform my duties in a fair and impartial 
manner and not attempt to create an advantage for my party or for any candidate.”

The oath shall be attached to the summary statement of the election returns of 
that precinct. If there is no individual present who is authorized to administer oaths, 
the election judges may administer the oath to each other.

History: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 38

204B.27 DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE.
Subdivision 1. Blank forms. At least 14 days before every state election the 

secretary of state shall transmit to each county auditor examples of any blank forms to 
be used as the secretary of state deems necessary for the conduct of the election. 
County abstract forms may be provided to auditors electronically via the Minnesota 
State Election Reporting System maintained by the secretary of state, and must be 
available at least one week prior to the election.

[For text o f subds 2 to 11, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 6 s 39
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