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171.01 DEFINITIONS.
[For text o f  subds 1 and 19, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 22. Commercial motor vehicle. “Commercial motor vehicle” means a motor 
vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or property if the 
motor vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;
(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and 

the combination of vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 
pounds;

(3) is a bus;
(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials that are 

required to be placarded under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185; or
(5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for type III school 

buses defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6, clause (5).

[For text o f  subds 28 to 34, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 35. Hazardous materials. “Hazardous materials” means those materials 

found to be hazardous for the purposes of the federal Hazardous Materials Transporta­
tion Act and that require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185.

[For text o f  subds 36 to 40, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 41. Motorized bicycle. “Motorized bicycle” means a bicycle that is propelled 

by an electric or a liquid fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic 
centimeters or less, and a maximum of two brake horsepower, which is capable of a 
maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more 
than one percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged. “Motorized 
bicycle” includes an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 4b.

[For text o f  subds 42 to 46, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 47. State. “State” means a state of the United States, the District of 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular 
possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

[For text o f  subd 48, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 48a. Tank vehicle. “Tank vehicle” means any commercial motor vehicle that 

is designed to transport any liquid or gaseous materials within a tank, as defined in
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87 DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS 171.02

Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 178.320, including a cargo tank or a 
portable tank as defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 171.8, that is 
either permanently or temporarily attached to the vehicle or the chassis, except 
portable tanks having a rated capacity under 1,000 gallons.

[For text o f  subds 49 and 50, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 135 s 7; !Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 55-58

171.02 LICENSES; TYPES, ENDORSEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS.
Subdivision 1. License required. Except when expressly exempted, a person shall 

not drive a motor vehicle upon a street or highway in this state unless the person has a 
license valid under this chapter for the type or class of vehicle being driven. The 
department shall not issue a driver’s license to a person unless and until the person’s 
license from any jurisdiction has been invalidated. The department shall provide to the 
issuing department of any jurisdiction, information that the licensee is now licensed in 
Minnesota. A person is not permitted to have more than one valid driver’s license at 
any time. The department shall not issue to a person to whom a current Minnesota 
identification card has been issued a driver’s license, other than a limited license, unless 
the person’s Minnesota identification card has been invalidated.

Subd. 2. Driver’s license classifications, endorsements, exemptions, (a) Drivers’ 
licenses are classified according to the types of vehicles that may be driven by the 
holder of each type or class Of license. The commissioner may, as appropriate, 
subdivide the classes listed in this subdivision and issue licenses classified accordingly.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (2), and subdivision 2a, no 
class of license is valid to operate a motorcycle, school bus, tank vehicle, double-trailer 
or triple-trailer combination, vehicle transporting hazardous materials, or bus, unless so 
endorsed. There are four general classes of licenses as described in paragraphs (c) 
through (f).

(c) Class D drivers’ licenses are valid for:
(1) operating all farm trucks if the farm truck is:
(1) controlled and operated by a farmer, including operation by an immediate 

family member or an employee of the farmer;
(ii) used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery, or farm supplies, 

including hazardous materials, to or from a farm;
(iii) not used in the operations of a common or contract motor carrier as governed 

by Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 365; and
(iv) used within 150 miles of the farm;
(2) notwithstanding paragraph (b), operating an authorized emergency vehicle, as 

defined in section 169.01, subdivision 5, whether or not in excess of 26,000 pounds 
gross vehicle weight;

(3) operating a recreational vehicle as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 25, 
that is operated for personal use;

(4) operating all single-unit vehicles except vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 
more than 26,000 pounds, vehicles designed to carry more than 15 passengers including 
the driver, and vehicles that carry hazardous materials;

(5) notwithstanding paragraph (d), operating a type A school bus without a school 
bus endorsement if:

(i) the bus has a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less;
(ii) the bus is designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the driver;

and
(iii) the requirements of subdivision 2a are satisfied, as determined by the 

commissioner;
(6) operating any vehicle or combination of vehicles when operated by a licensed 

peace officer while on duty; and
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(7) towing vehicles if:
(i) the towed vehicles have a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less; or
(ii) the towed vehicles have a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and 

the combination of vehicles has a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less.
(d) Class C drivers’ licenses are valid for:
(1) operating class D motor vehicles;
(2) with a hazardous materials endorsement, transporting hazardous materials in 

class D vehicles; and
(3) with a school bus endorsement, operating school buses designed to transport 

15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.
(e) Class B drivers’ licenses are valid for:
(1) operating all class C motor vehicles, class D motor vehicles, and all other 

single-unit motor vehicles including, with a passenger endorsement, buses; and
(2) towing only vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less.
(f) Class A drivers’ licenses are valid for operating any vehicle or combination of 

vehicles.
Subd. 2a. Exception for certain school bus drivers. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, 

paragraph (c), the holder of a class D driver’s license, without a school bus endorse­
ment, may operate a type A school bus described in subdivision 2, paragraph (b), under 
the following conditions:

(a) The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the 
school bus and is not solely hired to provide transportation services under this 
subdivision.

(b) The operator drives the school bus only from points of origin to points of 
destination, not including home-to-school trips to pick up or drop off students.

(c) The operator is prohibited from using the eight-light system. Violation of this 
paragraph is a misdemeanor.

(d) The operator’s employer has adopted and implemented a policy that provides 
for annual training and certification of the operator in:

(1) safe operation of the type of school bus the operator will be driving;
(2) understanding student behavior, including issues relating to students with 

disabilities;
(3) encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and handling incidents of 

misconduct appropriately;
(4) knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school 

bus safety policies;
(5) handling emergency situations; and
(6) safe loading and unloading of students.
(e) A background check or background investigation of the operator has been 

conducted that meets the requirements under section 122A.18, subdivision 8, or 
123B.03 for teachers; section 144.057 or chapter 245C for day care employees; or 
section 171.321, subdivision 3, for all other persons operating a type A school bus 
under this subdivision.

(f) Operators shall submit to a physical examination as required by section 
171.321, subdivision 2.

(g) The operator’s driver’s license is verified annually by the entity that owns, 
leases, or contracts for the school bus.

(h) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under section 609.02, of 
violating section 169A.25, 169A.26, 169A.27, 169A.31,169A.51, or 169A.52, or a similar 
statute or ordinance of another state is precluded from operating a school bus for five 
years from the date of conviction.
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(i) A person who has ever been convicted of a disqualifying offense as defined in 
section 171.3215, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), may not operate a school bus under this 
subdivision.

(j) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under section 609.02, of a fourth 
moving offense in violation of chapter 169 is precluded from operating a school bus for 
one year from the date of the last conviction.

(k) Students riding the school bus must have training required under section 
123B.90, subdivision 2.

(1) An operator must be trained in the proper use of child safety restraints as set 
forth in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s “Guideline for the Safe 
Transportation of Pre-school Age Children in School Buses.”

(m) Annual certification of the requirements listed in this subdivision must be 
maintained under separate file at the business location for each operator licensed 
under this subdivision and subdivision 2, paragraph (b), clause (5). The business 
manager, school board, governing body of a nonpublic school, or any other entity that 
owns, leases, or contracts for the school bus operating under this subdivision is 
responsible for maintaining these files for inspection.

(n) The school bus must bear a current certificate of inspection issued under 
section 169.451.

(0) The word “School” on the front and rear of the bus must be covered by a sign 
that reads “Activities” when the bus is being operated under authority of this 
subdivision.

Subd. 3. Motorized bicycle, (a) A motorized bicycle may not be operated on any 
public roadway by any person who does not possess a valid driver’s license, unless the 
person has obtained a motorized bicycle operator’s permit or motorized bicycle 
instruction permit from the commissioner of public safety. The operator’s permit may 
be issued to any person who has attained the age of 15 years and who has passed the 
examination prescribed by the commissioner. The instruction permit may be issued to 
any person who has attained the age of 15 years and who has successfully completed an 
approved safety course and passed the written portion Of the examination prescribed by 
the commissioner.

(b) This course must consist of, but is not limited to, a basic understanding of:
(1) motorized bicycles and their limitations;
(2) motorized bicycle laws and rules;
(3) safe operating practices and basic operating techniques;
(4) helmets and protective clothing;
(5) motorized bicycle traffic strategies; and
(6) effects of alcohol and drugs on motorized bicycle operators.
(c) The commissioner may adopt rules prescribing the content of the safety course, 

examination, and the information to be contained on the permits. A person operating a 
motorized bicycle under a motorized bicycle permit is subject to the restrictions 
imposed by section 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of a motorcycle under a two- 
wheel instruction permit.

(d) The fees for motorized bicycle operator’s permits are as follows:

(1) Examination and operator’s permit,
valid for one year $ 6

(2) Duplicate $ 3
(3) Renewal permit before age 21

and valid until age 21 $ 9
(4) Renewal permit age 21 or older

and valid for four years $15
(5) Duplicate of any renewal permit $ 4.50
(6) Written examination and

instruction permit, valid for
30 days $ 6
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Subd. 4. Restricted commercial driver’s license, (a) The commissioner may issue 
restricted commercial drivers’ licenses and take the following actions to the extent that 
the actions are authorized by regulation of the United States Department of Transpor­
tation in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 383.3, paragraph (f):

(1) proscribe examination requirements and other qualifications for the license;
(2) prescribe classes of vehicles that may be operated by holders of the license;
(3) specify commercial motor vehicle operation that is authorized by the license, 

and prohibit other commercial motor vehicle operation by holders of the license; and
(4) prescribe the period of time during which the license is valid.
(b) Restricted commercial drivers’ licenses are subject to sections 171.165 and

171.166 in the same manner as other commercial drivers’ licenses.
(c) Actions of the commissioner under this subdivision are not subject to sections

14.05 to 14.47 of the Administrative Procedure Act.
Subd. 5. Exemption for certain backup snowplow drivers. Pursuant to the waiver 

authorization set forth in Public Law 104-59, section 345, subsection (a), paragraph (5), 
a person who operates a commercial motor vehicle for the purpose of removing snow 
or ice from a roadway by plowing, salting, or sanding is not required to hold a 
commercial driver’s license if the person:

(1) is an employee of a local unit of government with a population of 3,000 or less;
(2) is operating within the boundaries of the local unit of government;
(3) holds a valid class D driver’s license; and
(4) except in the event of a lawful strike, is temporarily replacing the employee 

who normally operates the vehicle but either is unable to operate the vehicle or is in 
need of additional assistance due to a snow emergency as determined by the local unit 
of government.

History: 2005 c 160 s 1; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 59

171.03 PERSONS EXEMPT.

The following persons are exempt from license hereunder:
(a) A person in the employ or service of the United States federal government is 

exempt while driving or operating a motor vehicle owned by or leased to the United 
States federal government.

(b) A person in the employ or service of the United States federal government is 
exempt from the requirement to possess a valid class A, class B, or class C commercial 
driver’s license while driving or operating for military purposes a commercial motor 
vehicle owned by or leased to the United States federal government if the person is:

(1) on active duty in the U. S. Coast Guard;
(2) on active duty in a branch of the U. S. Armed Forces, which includes the 

Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps;
(3) a member of a reserve component of the U. S. Armed Forces; or
(4) on active duty in the Army National Guard or Air National Guard, which 

includes (i) a member on full-time National Guard duty, (ii) a member undergoing 
part-time National Guard training, and (iii) a National Guard military technician, who 
is a civilian required to wear a military uniform.

The exemption provided under this paragraph does not apply to a U. S. Armed Forces 
Reserve technician.

(c) Any person while driving or operating any farm tractor or implement of 
husbandry temporarily on a highway is exempt. For purposes of this section, an all- 
terrain vehicle, as defined in section 84.92, subdivision 8, an off-highway motorcycle, as
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defined in section 84.787, subdivision 7, and an off-road vehicle, as defined in section 
84.797, subdivision 7, are not implements of husbandry.

(d) A nonresident who is at least 15 years of age and who has in immediate 
possession a valid driver’s license issued to the nonresident in the home state or 
country may operate a motor vehicle in this state only as a driver.

(e) A nonresident who has in immediate possession a valid commercial driver’s 
license issued by a state or jurisdiction in accordance with the standards of Code of 
Federal Regulations, title 49, part 383, and who is operating in Minnesota the class of 
commercial motor vehicle authorized by the issuing state or jurisdiction is exempt.

(f) Any nonresident who is at least 18 years of age, whose home state or country 
does not require the licensing of drivers may operate a motor vehicle as a driver, but 
only for a period of not more than 90 days in any calendar year, if the motor vehicle so 
operated is duly registered for the current calendar year in the home state or country 
of the nonresident.

(g) Any person who becomes a resident of the state of. Minnesota and who has in 
possession a valid driver’s license issued to the person under and pursuant to the laws 
of some other state or jurisdiction or by military authorities of the United States may 
operate a motor vehicle as a driver, but only for a period of not more than 60 days 
after becoming a resident of this state, without being required to have a Minnesota 
driver’s license as provided in this chapter.

(h) Any person who becomes a resident of the state of Minnesota and who has in 
possession a valid commercial driver’s license issued by another state or jurisdiction in 
accordance with the standards of Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 383, is 
exempt for not more than 30 days after becoming a resident of this state.

(i) Any person operating a snowmobile, as defined in section 84.81, is exempt.
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 60

171.04 PERSONS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR DRIVERS’ LICENSES.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Disqualified operators of commercial motor vehicles. During the period 
of disqualification, the department shall not issue a class C, class B, or class A 
commercial driver’s license, including a limited license, to a person who has. been 
disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle under section 171.165.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 61

171.05 INSTRUCTION PERMIT.

Subdivision 1. Person 18 or more years of age. (a) Any person who is 18 or more 
years of age and who, except for a lack of instruction in operating a motor vehicle, 
would otherwise be qualified to obtain a class D driver’s license under this chapter, may 
apply for an instruction permit and the department shall issue the permit. The 
instruction permit entitles the applicant to drive a motor vehicle for which a class D 
license is valid upon the highways for a period of two years if the permit holder:

(1) has the permit in immediate possession; and
(2) is driving the vehicle while accompanied by an adult licensed driver who is 

actually occupying a seat beside the driver.
(b) Any license of a lower class may be used as an instruction permit to operate a 

vehicle requiring a higher class license for a period of six months after passage of the 
written test or tests required for the higher class and when the licensee is accompanied 
by and receiving instruction from a holder of the appropriate higher class license. A 
copy of the record of examination taken for the higher class license must be carried by 
the driver while using the lower class license as an instruction permit.
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[For text o f  subds la  and lb, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2. Person less than 18 years of age. (a) Notwithstanding any provision in 

subdivision 1 to the contrary, the department may issue an instruction permit to an 
applicant who is 15, 16, or 17 years of age and who:

(1) has completed a course of driver education in another state, has a previously 
issued valid license from another state, or is enrolled in either:

(1) a public, private, or commercial driver education program that is approved by 
the commissioner of public safety and that includes classroom and behind-the-wheel 
training; or

(ii) an approved behind-the-wheel driver education program when the student is 
receiving full-time instruction in a home school within the meaning of sections 120A.22 
and 120A.24, the student is working toward a home-school diploma, the student’s status 
as a home-school student has been certified by the superintendent of the school district 
in which the student resides, and the student is taking home-classroom driver training 
with classroom materials approved by the commissioner of public safety;

(2) has completed the classroom phase of instruction in the driver education 
program;

(3) has passed a test of the applicant’s eyesight;
(4) has passed a department-administered test of the applicant’s knowledge of 

traffic laws;
(5) has completed the required application, which must be approved by (i) either 

parent when both reside in the same household as the minor applicant or, if otherwise, 
then (ii) the parent or spouse of the parent having custody or, in the event there is no 
court order for custody, then (iii) the parent or spouse of the parent with whom the 
minor is living or, if items (i) to (iii) do not apply, then (iv) the guardian having custody 
of the minor or, in the event a person under the age of 18 has no living father, mother, 
or guardian, or is married or otherwise legally emancipated, then (v) the applicant’s 
adult spouse, adult close family member, or adult employer; provided, that the approval 
required by this clause contains a verification of the age of the applicant and the 
identity of the parent, guardian, adult spouse, adult close family member, or adult 
employer; and

(6) has paid the fee required in section 171.06, subdivision 2.
(b). The instruction permit is valid for two years from the date of application and 

may be renewed upon payment of a fee equal to the fee for issuance of an instruction 
permit under section 171.06, subdivision 2.

[For text o f  subd 2a, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2b. Instruction permit use by person under age 18. (a) This subdivision 

applies to persons who have applied for and received an instruction permit under 
subdivision 2.

(b) The permit holder may, with the permit in possession, operate a motor vehicle, 
but must be accompanied by and be under the supervision of a certified driver 
education instructor, the permit holder’s parent or guardian, or another licensed driver 
age 21 or older. The supervisor must occupy the seat beside the permit holder.

(c) The permit holder may operate a motor vehicle only when every occupant 
under the age of 18 has a seat belt or child passenger restraint system properly 
fastened. A person who violates this paragraph is subject to a fine of $25. A peace 
officer may not issue a citation for a violation of this paragraph unless the officer 
lawfully stopped or detained the driver of the motor vehicle for a moving violation as 
defined in section 171.04, subdivision 1. The commissioner shall not record a violation 
of this paragraph on a person’s driving record.

(d) The permit holder may not operate a vehicle while communicating over, or 
otherwise operating, a cellular or wireless telephone, whether handheld or hands free, 
when the vehicle is in motion. The permit holder may assert as an affirmative defense 
that the violation was made for the sole purpose of obtaining emergency assistance to
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prevent a crime about to be committed, or in the reasonable belief that a person’s life 
or safety was in danger.

(e) The permit holder must maintain a driving record free of convictions for 
moving violations, as defined in section 171.04, subdivision 1, and free of convictions 
for violation of section 169A.20, 169A.33, 169A.35, or sections 169A.50 to 169A.53. If 
the permit holder drives a motor vehicle in violation of the law, the commissioner shall 
suspend, cancel, or revoke the permit in accordance with the statutory section violated.

[For text o f  subd 3, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 62-64

171.055 PROVISIONAL LICENSE.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Use of provisional license, (a) A provisional license holder may operate a 
motor vehicle only when every occupant under the age of 18 has a seat belt or child 
passenger restraint system properly fastened. A person who violates this paragraph is 
subject to a fine of $25. A peace officer may not issue a citation for a violation of this 
paragraph unless the officer lawfully stopped or detained the driver of the motor 
vehicle for a moving violation as defined in section 171.04. The commissioner shall not 
record a violation of this paragraph on a person’s driving record.

(b) A provisional license holder may not operate a vehicle while communicating 
over, or otherwise operating, a cellular or wireless telephone, whether handheld or 
hands free, when the vehicle is in motion. The provisional license holder may assert as 
an affirmative defense that the violation was made for the sole purpose of obtaining 
emergency assistance to prevent a crime about to be committed, or in the reasonable 
belief that a person’s life or safety was in danger.

(c) If the holder of a provisional license during the period of provisional licensing 
incurs (1) a conviction for a violation of section 169A.20, 169A.33, 169A.35, or sections 
169A.50 to 169A.53, (2) a conviction for a crash-related moving violation, or (3) more 
than one conviction for a moving violation that is not crash related, the person may not 
be issued a driver’s license until 12 consecutive months have expired since the date of 
the conviction or until the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever occurs first.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 65

171.06 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, PERMIT, IDENTIFICATION CARD; FEES.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Fees, (a) The fees for a license and Minnesota identification card are as 
follows:

Classified Driver’s License D-$21.50 C-$25.50 B-$32.50 A-$40.50
Classified Under-21 D.L. D-$21.50 C-$25.50 B-$32.50 A-$20.50
Instruction Permit $ 9.50
Provisional License $12.50
Duplicate License or

duplicate identification card $11.00
Minnesota identification card or Under-21 Minnesota 
identification card, other than duplicate, 
except as otherwise provided in section 171.07,
subdivisions 3 and 3a $15.50

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), an individual who holds a provisional license 
and has a driving record free of (1) convictions for a violation of section 169A.20, 
169A.33, 169A.35, or sections 169A.50 to 169A.53, (2) convictions for crash-related 
moving violations, and (3) convictions for moving violations that are not crash related,
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shall have a $3.50 credit toward the fee for any classified under-21 driver’s license. 
“Moving violation” has the meaning given it in section 171.04, subdivision 1.

(c) In addition to the driver’s license fee required under paragraph (a), the 
commissioner shall collect an additional $4 processing fee from each new applicant or 
individual renewing a license with a school bus endorsement to cover the costs for 
processing an applicant’s initial and biennial physical examination certificate. The 
department shall not charge these applicants any other fee to receive or renew the 
endorsement.

Subd. 2a. Two-wheeled vehicle endorsement fee increased, (a) The fee for any
duplicate driver’s license obtained for the purpose of adding a two-wheeled vehicle 
endorsement is increased by $18.50 for each first such duplicate license and $13 for 
each renewal thereof. The additional fee must be paid into the state treasury and 
credited as follows:

(1) $11 of the additional fee for each first duplicate license, and $7 of the 
additional fee for each renewal, must be credited to the motorcycle safety fund, which 
is hereby created; provided that ten percent of fee receipts in excess of $750,000 in a 
fiscal year must be credited to the general fund.

(2) The remainder of the additional fee must be credited to the general fund.
(b) All application forms prepared by the commissioner for two-wheeled vehicle 

endorsements must clearly state the amount of the total fee that is dedicated to the 
motorcycle safety fund.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 6, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 37; art 3 s 66 

171.061 DRIVER’S LICENSE AGENT.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4. Fee; equipment, (a) The agent may charge and retain a filing fee of $5 for 
each application. Except as provided in paragraph (b), the fee shall cover all expenses 
involved in receiving, accepting, or forwarding to the department the applications and 
fees required under sections 171.02, subdivision'3; 171.06, subdivisions 2 and 2a; and 
171.07, subdivisions 3 and 3a.

(b) The department shall maintain the photo identification equipment for all 
agents appointed as of January 1, 2000. Upon the retirement, resignation, death, or 
discontinuance of an existing agent, and if a new agent is appointed in an existing office 
pursuant to Minnesota Rules, chapter 7404, and notwithstanding the above or Minne­
sota Rules, part 7404.0400, the department shall provide and maintain photo identifica­
tion equipment without additional cost to a newly appointed agent in that office if the 
office was provided the equipment by the department before January 1, 2000. All photo 
identification equipment must be compatible with standards established by the depart­
ment.

(c) A filing fee retained by the agent employed by a county board must be paid 
into the county treasury and credited to the general revenue fund of the county. An 
agent who is not an employee of the county shall retain the filing fee in lieu of county 
employment or salary and is considered an independent contractor for pension 
purposes, coverage under the Minnesota State Retirement System, or membership in 
the Public Employees Retirement Association.

(d) Before the end of the first working day following the final day of the reporting 
period established by the department, the agent must forward to the department all 
applications and fees collected during the reporting period except as provided in 
paragraph (c).

[For text o f  subds 5 and 6, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 38
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171.07 INFORMATION ON LICENSE AND IDENTIFICATION CARD.
Subdivision 1. License; contents, (a) Upon the payment of the required fee, the 

department shall issue to every qualifying applicant a license designating the type or 
class of vehicles the applicant is authorized to drive as applied for. This license must 
bear a distinguishing number assigned to the licensee; the licensee’s full name, date of 
birth, and residence address; a description of the licensee in a manner as the 
commissioner deems necessary; and the usual signature of the licensee. No license is 
valid unless it bears the usual signature of the licensee. Every license must bear a 
colored photograph or an electronically produced image of the licensee.

(b) If the United States Postal Service will not deliver mail to the applicant’s 
residence address as listed on the license, then the applicant shall provide verification 
from the United States Postal Service that mail will not be delivered to the applicant’s 
residence address and that mail will be delivered to a specified alternate mailing 
address. When an applicant provides an alternate mailing address under this subdivi­
sion, the commissioner shall use the alternate mailing address in lieu of the applicant’s 
residence address for all notices and mailings to the applicant.

(c) Every license issued to an applicant under the age of 21 must be of a 
distinguishing color and plainly marked “Under-21.”

(d) The department shall use processes in issuing a license that prohibit, as nearly 
as possible, the ability to alter or reproduce a license, or prohibit the ability to 
superimpose a photograph or electronically produced image on a license, without ready 
detection.

(e) A license issued to an applicant age 65 or over must be plainly marked 
“senior” if requested by the applicant.

[For text o f  subds la  to 2, see M S.2004]

Subd. 3. Identification card; fee. (a) Upon payment of the required fee, the 
department shall issue to every qualifying applicant a Minnesota identification card. 
The department may not issue a Minnesota identification card to an individual who has 
a driver’s license, other than a limited license. The card must bear a distinguishing 
number assigned to the applicant; a colored photograph or an electronically produced 
image of the applicant; the applicant’s full name, date of birth, and residence address; a 
description of the applicant in the manner as the commissioner deems necessary; and 
the usual signature of the applicant.

(b) If the United States Postal Service will not deliver mail to the applicant’s 
residence address as listed on the Minnesota identification card, then the applicant 
shall provide verification from the United States Postal Service that mail will not be 
delivered to the applicant’s residence address and that mail will be delivered to a 
specified alternate mailing address. When an applicant provides an alternate mailing 
address under this subdivision, the commissioner shall use the alternate mailing address 
in lieu of the applicant’s residence address for all notices and mailings to the applicant.

(c) Each identification card issued to an applicant under the age of 21 must be of a 
distinguishing color and plainly marked “Under-21.”

(d) Each Minnesota identification card must be plainly marked “Minnesota 
identification card - not a driver’s license.”

(e) The fee for a Minnesota identification card is 50 cents when issued to a person 
who is mentally retarded, as defined in section 252A.02, subdivision 2; a physically 
disabled person, as defined in section 169.345, subdivision 2; or, a person with mental 
illness, as described in section 245.462, subdivision 20, paragraph (c).

[For text o f  subds 3a to 10, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 11. Standby or temporary custodian, (a) Upon the written request of the 
applicant and upon payment of an additional fee of $3.50, the department shall issue a 
driver’s liccnse or Minnesota identification card bearing a symbol or other appropriate
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identifier indicating that the license holder has appointed an individual to serve as a 
standby or temporary custodian under chapter 257B.

(b) The request must be accompanied by a copy of the designation executed under 
section 257B.04.

(c) The department shall maintain a computerized records system of all individuals 
listed as standby or temporary custodians by driver’s license and identification card 
applicants. This data must be released to appropriate law enforcement agencies under 
section 13.69. Upon a parent’s request and payment of a fee of $3.50, the department 
shall revise its list of standby or temporary custodians to reflect a change in the 
appointment.

(d) At the request of the license or cardholder, the department shall cancel the 
standby or temporary custodian indication without additional charge. However, this 
paragraph does not prohibit a fee that may be applicable for a duplicate or replace­
ment license or card, renewal of a license, or other service applicable to a driver’s 
license or identification card.

(e) Notwithstanding sections 13.08, subdivision 1, and 13.69, the department and 
department employees are conclusively presumed to be acting in good faith when 
employees rely on statements made, in person or by telephone, by persons purporting 
to be law enforcement and subsequently release information described in paragraph 
(b). When acting in good faith, the department and department personnel are immune 
from civil liability and not subject to suit for damages resulting from the release of this 
information.

(f) The department and its employees:
(1) have no duty to inquire or otherwise determine whether a designation 

submitted under this subdivision is legally valid and enforceable; and
(2) are immune from all civil liability and not subject to suit for damages resulting 

from a claim that the designation was not legally valid and enforceable.
(g) Of the fees received by the department under this subdivision:
(1) Up to $61,000 received must be deposited in the general fund.
(2) All other fees must be deposited in the driver services operating account in the 

special revenue fund specified in section 299A.705.

[For text o f  subd 12, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 13. Firearms safety designation, (a) When an applicant has a record 

transmitted to the department as described in paragraph (c) or presents:
(1) a firearms safety certificate issued for successfully completing a firearms safety 

course administered under section 97B.015; or
(2) an advanced hunter certificate issued for successfully completing an advanced 

hunter education course administered under section 97B.025,

and requests a driver’s license or identification card described in paragraph (b), the 
department shall issue, renew, or reissue to the applicant a driver’s license or 
Minnesota identification card described in paragraph (b).

(b) Pursuant to paragraph (a), the department shall issue a driver’s license or 
Minnesota identification card bearing a graphic or written indication that the applicant 
has successfully completed a firearms safety course administered under section 
97B.015, an advanced hunter education course administered under section 97B.025, or 
both of the described courses.

(c) The department shall maintain in its records information transmitted electroni­
cally from the commissioner of natural resources identifying each person to whom the 
commissioner has issued a firearms safety certificate or an advanced hunter education 
certificate. The records transmitted from the Department of Natural Resources must 
contain the full name and date of birth as required for the driver’s license or 
identification card. Records that are not matched to a driver’s license or identification 
card record may be deleted after seven years.
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[For text o f  subd 14, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 c 146 s 49; 2005 c 163 s 76,77; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 39 

171.09 DRIVING RESTRICTIONS; AUTHORITY, VIOLATIONS.
Subdivision 1. Authority; violations, (a) The commissioner, when good cause 

appears, may impose restrictions suitable to the licensee’s driving ability or other 
restrictions applicable to the licensee as the commissioner may determine to be 
appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor vehicle by the licensee.

(b) Pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 383.95, if an 
applicant for a commercial driver’s license either does not successfully complete the air 
brake component of the knowledge test, or does not successfully complete the skills test 
in a vehicle equipped with air brakes as such tests are prescribed in Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 49, part 384, the department shall indicate on the class C, class B, or 
class A commercial driver’s license, if issued, that the individual is restricted from 
operating a commercial motor vehicle equipped with air brakes.

(c) Upon receiving satisfactory evidence of any violation of the restrictions on the 
license, the commissioner may suspend or revoke the license. A license suspension 
under this section is subject to section 171.18, subdivisions 2 and 3.

(d) A person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle 
while in violation of the restrictions imposed in a restricted driver’s license issued to 
that person under this section is guilty of a crime as follows:

(1) if the restriction relates to the possession or consumption of alcohol or 
controlled substances, the person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor; or

. (2) if the restriction relates to another matter, the person is guilty of a misdemean­
or.

Subd. 2. No-alcohol restriction, (a) Upon proper application by a person having a 
valid driver’s license containing the restriction that the person must consume no 
alcohol and whose driving record contains no impaired driving incident within the past 
ten years, the commissioner must issue to the person a duplicate driver’s license that 
does not show that restriction. Such issuance of a duplicate license does not rescind the 
no-alcohol restriction on the recipient’s driving record. “Impaired driving incident” has 
the meaning given in section 169A.03, subdivision 22.

(b) Upon the issuance of a duplicate license to a person under paragraph (a), the 
no-alcohol restriction on the person’s driving record is classified as private data on 
individuals, as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12, but may be provided to 
requesting law enforcement agencies, probation and parole agencies, and courts.

History: 2005 c 136 art 18 s 11; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 67
N O TE: Subdivision 2, as added by Laws 2005, chapter 136, article 18, scction 11, expires July 1, 2006. Laws 2005, chapter 

136, article 18, section 11, the effective date.

171.12 DRIVING RECORD; FILING; PRIVATE DATA; SURCHARGE.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 2a, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 3. Application and record, when destroyed. The department may cause 

applications for drivers’ licenses, provisional licenses, and instruction permits, and 
related records, to be destroyed immediately after the period for which issued, except 
that:

(1) the driver’s record pertaining to revocations, suspensions, cancellations, dis­
qualifications, convictions, and accidents is cumulative and must be kept for a period of 
at least five years;

(2) the driver’s record pertaining to violations of a driver or vehicle out-of-service 
order must be kept for a period of at least ten years; and

(3) the driver’s record pertaining to felony convictions in the commission of which 
a motor vehicle was used, to the alcohol-related offenses and licensing actions listed in 
section 169A.03, subdivisions 20 and 21, to violations of section 169.09, to violations of

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



171.12 DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS 98

section 169A.31, and to violations of section 171.24, subdivision 5, must be retained 
permanently.

[For text o f  subds 3a to 5, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 6. Certain convictions not recorded, (a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b), the department shall not keep on the record of a driver any conviction for a 
violation of a speed limit of 55 or 60 miles per hour unless the violation consisted of a 
speed greater than ten miles per hour in excess of a 55 miles per hour speed limit, or 
more than five miles per hour in excess of a 60 miles per hour speed limit!

(b) This subdivision does not apply to (1) a violation that occurs in a commercial 
motor vehicle, or (2) a violation committed by a holder of a class A, B, or C 
commercial driver’s license' without regard to whether the violation was committed in a 
commercial motor vehicle or another vehicle.

Subd. 7. Privacy of data, (a) Data on individuals provided to obtain a driver’s 
license or Minnesota identification card shall be treated as provided by United States 
Code, title 18, section 2721, as in effect on May 23, 2005, and shall be disclosed as 
required or permitted by that section.

(b) An applicant for a driver’s license or a Minnesota identification card may 
consent, in writing, to the commissioner to disclose the applicant’s personal information 
exempted by United States Code, title 18, section 2721, to any person who makes a 
request for the personal information. If the applicant so authorizes disclosures, the 
commissioner shall implement the request and the information may be used.

(c) If authorized by an applicant for a driver’s license Or a Minnesota identification 
card, as indicated in paragraph (b), the applicant’s personal information may be used, 
rented, or sold solely for bulk distribution by organizations for business purposes, 
including surveys, marketing, or solicitation.

(d) An applicant for a driver’s license, instruction permit, or Minnesota identifica­
tion card may request that the applicant’s residence address be classified as “private 
data on individuals,” as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12. The commissioner shall 
grant the classification on receipt of a signed statement by the individual that the 
classification is required for the safety of the applicant or the applicant’s family, if the 
statement also provides a valid, existing address where the applicant consents to receive 
service of process. The commissioner shall use the service for process mailing address 
in place of the residence address in all documents and notices pertaining to the driver’s 
license, instruction permit, or Minnesota identification card. The residence address and 
any information provided in the classification request, other than the mailing address, 
are private data on individuals and may be provided to requesting law enforcement 
agencies, probation and parole agencies, and public authorities, as defined in section 
518.54, subdivision 9.

[For text o f  subd 7a, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 8. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]
History: 2005 c 163 s 78; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 68,69

171.13 EXAMINATION.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. la. Waiver when license issued by another jurisdiction, (a) The commission­
er may waive the requirement that the applicant demonstrate ability to exercise 
ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor vehicle on determining 
that the applicant possesses a valid driver’s license issued by a jurisdiction that requires 
a comparable demonstration for license issuance.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, “jurisdiction” includes, but is not limited to, 
both the active and reserve components of any branch or unit of the United States 
armed forces, and “valid driver’s license” includes any driver’s license that is recognized 
by that branch or unit as currently being valid, or as having been valid at the time of
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the applicant’s separation or discharge from the military within a period of time 
deemed reasonable and fair by the commissioner, up to and including one year past the 
date of the applicant’s separation or discharge.

[For text o f  subds lb  t o lh ,  see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Examination upon renewal, (a) The department shall issue a driver’s 
license upon renewal:

(1) when the applicant has passed an examination consisting of a screening of the 
applicant’s eyesight since the last previous license renewal or issuance; and

(2) if applicable, when an applicant has passed a written examination since the last 
previous license renewal or issuance and after receiving a warning letter or attending a 
preliminary hearing as a habitual violator, within the meaning of rules adopted by the 
commissioner; and

(3) if applicable, when an applicant has passed a road examination since the last 
previous license renewal or issuance and after having had driving privileges suspended 
as a habitual violator, within the meaning of rules adopted by the commissioner.

(b) A screening of eyesight required by this subdivision does not constitute the 
practice of optometry as defined in section 148.56. .

(c) The commissioner may adopt rules to administer this subdivision.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 5, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 6. Initial motorcycle endorsement fee. A person applying for an initial 
motorcycle endorsement on a driver’s license shall pay at the place of examination a 
total fee of $21, which includes the examination fee and endorsement fee, but does not 
include the fee for a duplicate driver’s license prescribed in section 171.06, subdivision 
2. Of this amount, $11 must be credited as provided in section 171.06, subdivision 2a, 
paragraph (a), clause (1), $2.50 must be credited to the driver services operating 
account in the special revenue fund specified under section 299A.705, and the 
remainder must be credited to the general fund.

Subd. 7. Repeat examination fee. (a) A fee of $10 must be paid by an individual to 
take a third and any subsequent knowledge test administered by the department if the 
individual has failed two previous consecutive knowledge tests on the subject.

(b) A fee of $20 must be paid by an individual to take a third and any subsequent 
skills or road test administered by the department if the individual has previously failed 
two consecutive skill or road tests in a specified class of motor vehicle.

(c) All fees received under this subdivision must be paid into the state treasury and 
credited to the driver services operating account in the special revenue fund specified 
under section 299A.705.

Histoiy: 2005 c 53 s 1; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 40,41; art 3 s 70
N O TE: T h e amendment to subdivision 2 by Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 6, article 3, section 70, is effective 

August 1, 2006. Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 6, article 3, section 70, the effective date.

171.162 COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE, RECORDS CHECK.
As required by Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 383.73, before issuing 

a class A, class B, or class C commercial driver’s license, the department shall request 
the applicant’s complete driving record from all states where the applicant was 
previously licensed over the last ten years to operate any type of motor vehicle.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 71

171.165 COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE, DISQUALIFICATION.
Subdivision 1. Federal standards. Subject to section 171.166, the commissioner 

shall disqualify a person from operating commercial motor vehicles in accordance with 
the driver disqualifications and penalties in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 
383, subpart D and Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 384.219.
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Subd. 2. Implied consent revocation. The commissioner shall disqualify a person 
from operating commercial motor vehicles for a revocation under section 169A.52 or a 
statute or ordinance from another state or jurisdiction in conformity with it, in 
accordance with the driver disqualifications and penalties in Code of Federal Regula­
tions, title 49, part 383, subpart D.

Subd. 3. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]
Subd. 4. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]
Subd. 4a. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]
Subd. 4b. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

[For text o f  subd 5, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 6. Exemptions, (a) A disqualification shall not be imposed under this section 

on a recreational vehicle operator, farmer, or authorized emergency vehicle operator 
operating a commercial motor vehicle within the scope Of section 171.02, subdivision 2, 
paragraph (b).

(b) A conviction for a violation that occurred before August 1, 2005, while 
operating a vehicle that is not a commercial motor vehicle shall not be counted as a 
first or subsequent violation for purposes of determining the period for which a driver 
must be disqualified under this section.

[For. text o f  subd 7, see M.S.2004]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 72-74

171.167 NOTICE TO COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE INFORMATION SYS­
TEM.

The department shall participate fully in the commercial driver’s license informa­
tion system established under the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 at 
United States Code, title 49, section 31309.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 75

171.17 REVOCATION.
Subdivision 1. Offenses, (a) The department shall immediately revoke the license 

of a driver upon receiving a record of the driver’s conviction of:
(1) manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle or criminal 

vehicular homicide or injury under section 609.21;
(2) a violation of section 169A.20 or 609.487;
(3) a felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used;
(4) failure to stop and disclose identity and render aid, as required under section 

169.09, in the event of a motor vehicle accident, resulting in the death or personal 
injury of another;

(5) perjury or the making of a false affidavit or statement to the department under 
any law relating to the ownership or operation of a motor vehicle;

(6) except as this section otherwise provides, three charges of violating within a 
period of 12 months any of the provisions of chapter 169 or of the rules or municipal 
ordinances enacted in conformance with chapter 169, for which the accused may be 
punished upon conviction by imprisonment;

(7) two or more violations, within five years, of the misdemeanor offense described 
in section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a);

(8) the gross misdemeanor offense described in section 169.444, subdivision 2, 
paragraph (b);

(9) an offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would be grounds 
for revoking the driver’s license; or

(10) a violation of an applicable speed limit by a person driving in excess of 100 
miles per hour. The person’s license must be revoked for sue months for a violation of
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this clause, or for a longer minimum period of time applicable under section 169A.53, 
169A.54, or 171.174.

(b) The department shall immediately revoke the school bus endorsement of a 
driver upon receiving a record of the driver’s conviction of the misdemeanor offense 
described in section 169.443, subdivision 7.

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 76

171.175 SUSPENSION; THEFT OF GASOLINE OFFENSE.
Subdivision 1. Theft of gasoline. The commissioner of public safety shall suspend 

for 30 days the license of any person convicted or juvenile adjudicated delinquent for 
theft of gasoline under section 609.52, subdivision 2, clause (1).

. Subd. 2. Definition. For the purposes of this section, “gasoline” has the meaning 
given it in section 296A.01, subdivision 23.

History: 2005 c 136 art 17 s 3

171.176 REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION; SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
The commissioner of public safety may not link or condition issuing, suspending, 

or revoking a person’s license to operate a motor vehicle to attendance at a secondary 
school.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 5 art 2 s 79

171.18 SUSPENSION.
Subdivision 1. Offenses. The commissioner may suspend the license of a: driver 

without preliminary hearing upon a showing by department records or other sufficient 
evidence that the licensee:

(1) has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation of license is 
required upon conviction;

(2) has been convicted by a court for violating a provision of chapter 169 or an 
ordinance regulating traffic, other than a conviction for a petty misdemeanor, and 
department records show that the violation contributed in causing an accident resulting 
in the death or personal injury of another, or serious property damage;

(3) is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle;
(4) is an habitual violator of the traffic laws;
(5) is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle as determined in a judicial proceeding;
(6) has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of the license;
(7) has committed an offense in another state that, if committed in this state, 

would be grounds for suspension;
(8) has committed a violation of section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), 

within five years of a prior conviction under that section;
(9) has committed a violation of section 171.22, except that the commissioner may 

not suspend a person’s driver’s license based solely on the fact that the person 
possessed a fictitious or fraudulently altered Minnesota identification card;

(10) has failed to appear in court as provided in section 169.92, subdivision 4;
(11) has failed to report a medical condition that, if reported, would have resulted 

in cancellation of driving privileges;
(12) has been found to have committed an offense under section 169A.33; or
(13) has paid or attempted to pay a fee required under this chapter for a license or 

permit by means of a dishonored check issued to the state or a driver’s license agent, 
which must be continued until the registrar determines or is informed by the agent that 
the dishonored check has been paid in full.
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However, an action taken by the commissioner under clause (2) or (5) must conform to 
the recommendation of the court when made in connection with the prosecution of the 
licensee.

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 77

171.181 RESIDENT DRIVING PRIVILEGE.
Subdivision 1. Foreign state conviction, (a) On revoking or suspending the driver’s 

license of a Minnesota resident as a result of a foreign state conviction, the commis­
sioner shall notify that foreign state when the driver’s license is reinstated or a new 
license issued.

(b) For the purposes of this section, “foreign state” means a state as defined in 
section 171.01, subdivision 47, excluding the state of Minnesota.

History: 2005 c 10 art 1 s 32

171.185 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]

171.20 MINNESOTA LICENSE REQUIRED; CONDITIONS, FEES.

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4. Reinstatement fee. (a) Before the license is reinstated, (1) an individual 
whose driver’s license has been suspended under section 171.16, subdivisions 2 and 3; 
171.18; or 171.182, or who has been disqualified from holding a commercial driver’s 
license under section 171.165, and (2) an individual whose driver’s license has been 
suspended under section 171.186 and who is not exempt from such a fee, must pay a 
fee of $20.

(b) Before the license is reinstated, an individual whose license has been suspend­
ed under sections 169.791 to 169.798 must pay a $20 reinstatement fee.

(c) When fees are collected by a licensing agent appointed under section 171.061, 
a handling charge is imposed in the amount specified under section 171.061, subdivi­
sion 4. The reinstatement fee and surcharge must be deposited in an approved state 
depository as directed under section 171.061, subdivision 4.

(d) Reinstatement fees collected under paragraph (a) for suspensions under 
sections 171.16, subdivision 3, and 171.18, subdivision 1, clause (10), must be deposited 
in the special revenue fund and are appropriated to the Peace Officer Standards and 
Training Board for peace officer training reimbursement to local units of government.

(e) A suspension may be rescinded without fee for good cause.
History: 2005 c 136 art 18 s 12; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 42

171.26 MONEY CREDITED TO FUNDS.
Subdivision 1. Driver services operating account. All money received under this 

chapter must be paid into the state treasury and credited to the driver services 
operating account in the special revenue fund specified under sections 299A.705, except 
as provided in subdivision 2; 171.06, subdivision 2a; 171.07, subdivision 11, paragraph
(g); 171.20, subdivision 4, paragraph (d); and 171.29, subdivision 2, paragraph (b).

Subd. 2. Trunk highway fund, (a) Notwithstanding subdivision 1 or any other 
provision in this chapter to the contrary, for the four fiscal years from July 1, 2005, 
through June 30, 2009, a portion of the money collected by the department under this 
chapter in each fiscal year must be deposited in the trunk highway fund as follows:

(1) for fiscal year 2006, the first $833,000 collected;
(2) for fiscal year 2007, the first $1,523,000 collected;
(3) for fiscal year 2008, the first $1,565,000 collected; and
(4) for fiscal year 2009, the first $1,825,000 collected.
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(b) This subdivision expires July 1, 2009.
Histoiy: 2005 c 136 art 18 s 13; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 43

171.29 REVOKED LICENSE; EXAMINATION FOR NEW LICENSE.

[For text o f  subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Reinstatement fees and surcharges allocated and appropriated, (a) An
individual whose driver’s license has been revoked as provided in subdivision 1, except 
under section 169A.52, 169A.54, or 609.21, must pay a $30 fee before the driver’s 
license is reinstated.

(b) A person whose driver’s license has been revoked as provided in subdivision 1 
under section 169A.52, 169A.54, or 609.21, must pay a $250 fee plus a $40 surcharge 
before the driver’s license is reinstated. Beginning July 1, 2002, the surcharge is $145. 
Beginning July 1, 2003, the surcharge is $430. The $250 fee is to be credited as follows:

(1) Twenty percent must be credited to the driver services operating account in the 
special revenue fund as specified in section 299A.705.

(2) Sixty-seven percent must be credited to the general fund.
(3) Eight percent must be credited to a separate account to be known as the 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension account. Money in this account may be appropriated 
to the commissioner of public safety and the appropriated amount must be apportioned 
80 percent for laboratory costs and 20 percent for carrying out the provisions of section 
299C.065.

(4) Five percent must be credited to a separate account to be known as the vehicle 
forfeiture account, which is created in the special revenue fund. The money in the 
account is annually appropriated to the commissioner for costs of handling vehicle 
forfeitures.

(c) The revenue from $50 of each surcharge must be credited to a separate 
account to be known as the traumatic brain injury and spinal cord injury account. The 
money in the account is annually appropriated to the commissioner of health to be 
used as follows: 83 percent for contracts with a qualified community-based organization 
to provide information, resources, and support to assist persons with traumatic brain 
injury and their families to access services, and 17 percent to maintain the traumatic 
brain injury and spinal cord injury registry created in section 144.662. For the purposes 
of this paragraph, a “qualified community-based organization” is a private, not-for- 
profit organization of consumers of traumatic brain injury services and their family 
members. The organization must be registered with the United States Internal Revenue 
Service under section 501(c)(3) as a tax-exempt organization and must have as its 
purposes:

(i) the promotion of public, family, survivor, and professional awareness of the 
incidence and consequences of traumatic brain injury;

(ii) the provision of a network of support for persons with traumatic brain injury, 
their families, and friends;

(iii) the development and support of programs and services to prevent traumatic 
brain injury;

(iv) the establishment of education programs for persons with traumatic brain 
injury; and

(v) the empowerment of persons with traumatic brain injury through participation 
in its governance.

A patient’s name, identifying information, or identifiable medical data must not be 
disclosed to the organization without the informed voluntary written consent of the 
patient or patient’s guardian or, if the patient is a minor, of the parent or guardian of 
the patient.

(d) The remainder of the surcharge must be credited to a separate account to be 
known as the remote electronic alcohol-monitoring program account. The commission­
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er shall transfer the balance of this account to the commissioner of finance on a 
monthly basis for deposit in the general fund.

(e) When these fees are collected by a licensing agent, appointed under section 
171.061, a handling charge is imposed in the amount specified under section 171.061, 
subdivision 4. The reinstatement fees and surcharge must be deposited in an approved 
depository as directed under section 171.061, subdivision 4.

[For text o f  subd 3, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 44

171.30 LIMITED LICENSE.
Subdivision 1. Conditions of issuance, (a) In any case where a person’s license has 

been suspended under section 171.18, 171.173, or 171.186, or revoked under section 
169.792, 169.797, 169A.52, 169A.54, 171.17, or 171.172, the commissioner may issue a 
limited license to the driver including under the following conditions:

(1) if the driver’s livelihood or attendance at a chemical dependency treatment or 
counseling program depends upon the use of the driver’s license;

(2) if the use of a driver’s license by a homemaker is necessary to prevent the 
substantial disruption of the education, medical, or nutritional needs of the family of 
the homemaker; or

(3) if attendance at a postsecondary institution of education by an enrolled student 
of that institution depends upon the use of the driver’s license.

(b) The commissioner in issuing a limited license may impose such conditions and 
limitations as in the commissioner’s judgment are necessary to the interests of the 
public safety and welfare including reexamination as to the driver’s qualifications. The 
license may be limited to the operation of particular vehicles, to particular classes and 
times of operation, and to particular conditions of traffic. The commissioner may 
require that an applicant for a limited license affirmatively demonstrate that use of 
public transportation or carpooling as an alternative to a limited license would be a 
significant hardship.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, “homemaker” refers to the person primarily 
performing the domestic tasks in a household of residents consisting of at least the 
person and the person’s dependent child or other dependents.

(d) The limited license issued by the commissioner shall clearly indicate the 
limitations imposed and the driver operating under the limited license shall have the 
license in possession at all times when operating as a driver.

(e) In determining whether to issue a limited license, the commissioner shall 
consider the number and the seriousness of prior convictions and the entire driving 
record of the driver and shall consider the number of miles driven by the driver 
annually.

(f) If the person’s driver’s license or permit to drive has been revoked under 
section 169.792 or 169.797, the commissioner may only issue a limited license to the 
person after the person has presented an insurance identification card, policy, or 
written statement indicating that the driver or owner has insurance coverage satisfacto­
ry to the commissioner of public safety. The commissioner of public safety may require 
the insurance identification card provided to satisfy this subdivision be certified by the 
insurance company to be noncancelable for a period not to exceed 12 months.

(g) The limited license issued by the commissioner to a person under section 
171.186, subdivision 4, must expire 90 days after the date it is issued. The commissioner 
must not issue a limited license to a person who previously has been issued a limited 
license under section 171.186, subdivision 4.

(h) The commissioner shall not issue a limited driver’s license to any person 
described in section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (6), (7), (8), (10), (11), or (14).

(i) The commissioner shall not issue a class A, class B, or class C limited license.
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■ [For text o f  subd 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2a. Other waiting periods. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, a limited license 
shall not be issued for a period of:

(1) 15 days, to a person whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended 
for a violation of section 169A.20, sections 169A.50 to 169A.53, or a statute or 
ordinance from another state in conformity with either of those sections;

(2) 90 days, to a person who submitted to testing under sections 169A.50 to 
169A.53 if the person’s license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for a second 
violation within ten years or a third or subsequent violation of section 169A.20, sections 
169A.50 to 169A.53, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with 
either of those sections;

(3) 180 days, to a person who refused testing under sections 169A.50 to 169A.53 if 
the person’s license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for a second violation 
within ten years or a third or subsequent violation of sections 169A.20, 169A.50 to 
169A.53, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with either of those 
sections; or

(4) one year, to a person whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended 
for committing manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, commit­
ting criminal vehicular homicide or injury under section 609.21, or violating a statute or 
ordinance from another state in conformity with either of those offenses.

[For text o f  subds 2b to 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 136 art 18 s 14; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 78

171.36 LICENSE RENEWAL; FEES; PROCEEDS TO DRIVER SERVICES OPERAT­
ING ACCOUNT.

All licenses expire one year from the date of issuance and may be renewed upon 
application to the commissioner. Each application for an original or renewal school 
license must be accompanied by a fee of $150 and each application for an original or 
renewal instructor’s license must be accompanied by a fee of $50. The license fees 
collected under sections 171.33 to 171.41 must be paid into the driver services 
operating account in the special revenue fund specified under section 299A.705. A 
license fee must not be refunded in the event that the license is rejected or revoked.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 45 .
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