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168.011 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2a. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the Minne
sota Department of Public Safety.

Subd. 3. Highway. “Highway” has the meaning given “street or highway” in section 
169.01, subdivision 29.

Subd. 4. Motor vehicle, (a) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle 
designed and originally manufactured to operate primarily on highways, and not 
operated exclusively upon railroad tracks. It includes any vehicle propelled or drawn by 
a self-propelled vehicle and includes vehicles known as tracldess trolleys that are 
propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires but not operated 
upon rails. It does not include snowmobiles, manufactured homes, or park trailers.

(b) “Motor vehicle” includes an all-terrain vehicle only if the all-terrain vehicle (1) 
has at least four wheels, (2) is owned and operated by a physically disabled person, and
(3) displays both disability plates and a physically disabled certificate issued under 
section 169.345.

(c) “Motor vehicle” does not include an all-terrain vehicle except (1) an all-terrain 
vehicle described in paragraph (b), or (2) an all-terrain vehicle licensed as a motor 
vehicle before August 1, 1985. The owner may continue to license an all-terrain vehicle 
described in clause (2) as a motor vehicle until it is conveyed or otherwise transferred 
to another owner, is destroyed, or fails to comply with the registration and licensing 
requirements of this chapter.

(d) “Motor vehicle” does not include an electric personal assistive mobility device 
as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 90.

(e) “Motor vehicle” does not include a motorized foot scooter as defined in 
section 169.01, subdivision 4c.

Subd. 5. Owner. “Owner” means any person owning or leasing a vehicle, or having 
the exclusive use of the vehicle, under a lease or otherwise, for a period greater than 30 
days.
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13 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 168.011

Subd.: 5a. Registered owner. “Registered owner” means any person, other than a 
secured party, having title , to a vehicle. If a passenger automobile is under lease for a 
term of 180 days or more, the lessee is deemed to be the registered owner, for purposes 
of registration only; provided that the application for renewal of the registration of a 
passenger automobile is sent to the lessor.

Subd. 6. Tax. “Tax” means the annual registration tax imposed on vehicles in lieu 
of all other taxes, except wheelage. taxes which , may be imposed by any city, and gross 
earnings taxes paid by companies. The annual tax is both a property tax and a highway 
use tax and shall be on the basis of the calendar year.

Subd. 7. Passenger automobile, (a) “Passenger automobile” means any motOr 
vehicle designed and used for carrying not more than 15 individuals including the. 
driver.

(b) “Passenger automobile” does not include motorcycles, motor scooters, buses, 
or school buses.

(c) “Passenger automobile” includes pickup trucks and vans, including those vans 
designed to carry passengers,'with a1 manufacturer’s nominal rated carrying capacity of 
one ton, but does not include commuter vans as defined in section 168.126.

[For text o f subds 8 to 18, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 19. [Repealed, lSp2005 C 6 art 3 s 108]

[For text o f subds 20 to 22, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 25. Recreational vehicle, (a) “Recreational vehicle” means travel trailers 
including those that telescope or fold down, chassis-mounted campers, motor homes, 
tent trailers, and converted buses that provide temporary human living1 quarters.

(b) “Recreational vehicle” is a vehicle that:
(1) is not used as the residence of the owner or occupant;
(2) is used while engaged in recreational or vacation activities; and ,
(3) is either self-propelled or towed-on* the highways incidental to. the. recreational 

or .vacation activities. .
Subd. 25a. Motor home, (a) “Motor home” means a recreational vehicle designed 

to;provide temporary living quarters. The;motor home.has a living unit built into as an 
integral part of, or permanently. attached to the chassis of, a motor vehicle or van.

(b) A motor home must contain.permanently installed; independent, life-support 
systems that meet the American National. Standards Institute standard number A119.2 
for recreational vehicles and provide at least four of the following facilities, two of 
which must be from the systems listed in clauses (1), (5), and (6): (1) a cooking facility 
with liquid propane gas supply, (2) a refrigerator, (3) a self-contained toilet or a toilet 
connected to a plumbing system with a connection for external water disposal, (4) a 
heating or air conditioning system separate from the motor vehicle engine, (5) a 
potable water supply system including a sink with a faucet either self-contained or with 
connections for an external source, and (6) a separate 110-125 volts electrical power 
supply. ' .

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, “permanently installed” means built into or 
attached as an integral part of a chassis or van, and designed not to be removed except 
for repair or replacement. A system that is readily removable or held in place by 
clamps Or tie-downs is not permanently installed.

(d) Motor homes include a:
(1) type A motor home, .which is a raw chassis .upon which is built a driver’s 

compartment and an . entire body that, provides temporary, living quarters as described 
in paragraph (b);

(2) type B motor home, which is a van. that conforms to the description in 
paragraph (b) and has been completed or: altered by a final-stage manufacturer; and
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168.011 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 14

(3) type C motor home, which is an incomplete vehicle upon which is permanently 
attached a body designed to provide temporary living quarters as described in para
graph (b).

(e) A motor vehicle with a slip-in camper or other removable equipment that . is 
mounted into or on a motor vehicle is not a motor home, is not a recreational vehicle, 
and must not be registered, as. a recreational vehicle under section 168.013. . . .

[Fortext o f subd 26, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 27. Motorized bicycle. “Motorized bicycle” means a bicycle that is propelled 

by an electric or a liquid fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic 
centimeters or less, and a maximum of two brake horsepower, which is capable of a 
maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more 
than one percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged. “Motorized 
bicycle” includes an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 4b.

[For text o f subds 28 to 35, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 37. All-terrain vehicle. “All-terrain vehicle” has the meaning given in section 

84.92, subdivision 8. ,
Subd. 38. Person. “Person” has the meaning given in section 168A.01, subdivision

14.
Subd. 39. State. “State” means a state of the United States, the District of 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular 
possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

Subd. 40. Vehicle. “Vehicle” has the meaning given in section 168A.01, subdivision 
24.,: .

History: 2005 c 64 s 3,4; 2005 c 135 s 2; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 18-28; lSp2005 c 7 s 19

168.012 VEHICLES EXEMPT FROM TAX OR LICENSE FEES. !
Subdivision 1. Vehicles exempt from tax, fees, or plate display, (a) The following 

vehicles are exempt from the provisions of this chapter requiring payment of tax and 
registration fees, except as. provided in subdivision lc: . - ; :

(1) vehicles owned and used solely in the transaction of official business by the 
federal government, the state, or any political subdivision;

(2) vehicles owned and used exclusively by educational institutions and used solely 
in the transportation of pupils to and from those institutions;

(3) vehicles used solely in driver education programs at nonpublic high schools;
(4) vehicles owned by nonprofit charities and used exclusively to transport disabled 

persons for charitable, religious, or educational purposes;
(5) ambulances owneid by ambulance; services licensed under section 144E.10, the 

general appearance of which is unmistakable; and
(6) vehicles owned by a commercial driving school licensed under section 171.34, 

or an employee of a commercial driving school licensed.under section 17i.34, and the 
vehicle is used exclusively for driver education and training.

(b) Vehicles owned by the federal government, municipal fire apparatuses includ
ing fire-suppression support vehicles, police patrols, and ambulances, the general 
appearance of which is unmistakable, are not required to register or display number 
plates.

(c) Unmarked vehicles used in general police work, liquor investigations, or arson 
investigations, and passenger automobiles, pickup trucks, and buses owned or operated 
by the Department of Corrections, must be registered and must display appropriate 
license number plates, furnished by the registrar at cost. Original and renewal 
applications for these license plates authorized for use in general police work and for 
use by the Department of Corrections must be accompanied by a certification signed by 
the appropriate chief of police if issued to a police ivehicle, the. appropriate sheriff if 
issued to a sheriffs vehicle, the commissioner of. corrections if issued to a Department
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15 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 168.013

of Corrections vehicle, or the appropriate officer in charge if issued to a vehicle of any 
other law enforcement agency. The certification must be on a form prescribed by the 
commissioner and state that the vehicle will be used exclusively for a purpose 
authorized by this section.

(d) Unmarked vehicles used by the Departments of Revenue and Labor and 
Industry, fraud unit, in conducting seizures or criminal investigations must be registered 
and must display passenger vehicle classification license number plates, furnished at 
cost by the registrar. Original and renewal applications for these passenger vehicle 
license plates must be accompanied by a certification signed by the commissioner of 
revenue or the commissioner of labor and industry. The certification must be on a form 
prescribed by the commissioner and state that the vehicles will be used exclusively for 
the purposes authorized by this section.

(e) Unmarked vehicles used by the Division of Disease Prevention and Control of 
the Department of Health must be registered and must display passenger vehicle 
classification license number plates. These plates must be furnished at cost by the 
•registrar. Original and renewal applications for these passenger vehicle license plates 
must be accompanied by a certification signed by the commissioner of health. The 
certification must be on a form prescribed by the commissioner and state that the 
vehicles will be used exclusively for the official duties of the Division of Disease 
Prevention and Control.

(f) Unmarked vehicles used by staff of the Gambling Control Board in gambling 
investigations and reviews must be registered and must display passenger vehicle 
classification license number plates. These plates must be furnished at cost by the 
registrar. Original and renewal applications for these passenger vehicle license plates 
must be accompanied by a certification signed by the board chair. The certification 
must be on a form prescribed by the commissioner and state that the vehicles will be 
used exclusively for the official duties of the Gambling Control Board.

(g) All other motor vehicles must be registered and display tax-exempt number 
plates, furnished by the registrar at cost, except as provided in subdivision lc. All 
vehicles required to display tax-exempt number plates must have the name of the state 
department or political subdivision, nonpublic high school operating a driver education 
program, or licensed commercial driving school, plainly displayed on both sides of the 
vehicle; except that each state hospital and institution for the mentally ill and mentally 
retarded may have one vehicle without the required identification on the sides of the 
vehicle, and county social service agencies may have vehicles used for child and 
vulnerable adult protective services without the required identification on the sides of 
the vehicle. This identification must be in a color giving contrast with that of the part of 
the vehicle on which it is placed and must endure throughout the term of the 
registration. The identification must not be on a removable plate or placard and must 
be kept clean and visible at all times; except that a removable plate or placard may be 
utilized on vehicles leased or loaned to a political subdivision or to a nonpublic high 
school driver education program.

[For text o f subds la  to 11, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 12. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]
Histoiy: 2005 c 135 s 3; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 29; lSp2005 c 7 s 20

168.013 VEHICLE REGISTRATION TAXES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 7, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 8. Proceeds to highway user fund; vehicle services operating account, (a)
Unless otherwise specified in this chapter, the net proceeds of the registration tax 
imposed under this chapter must be collected by the commissioner, paid into the state 
treasury, and credited to the highway user tax distribution fund.
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168.0X3 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 16

(b) All fees collected under this chapter, unless otherwise specified, must be 
deposited in the vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund under 
section 299A.705.

[For text o f subds 9 to 20, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 2

168.0185 RECORD OF VEHICLE REGISTRATION; DISCLOSURE.
(a) The commissioner shall keep a record of all registered vehicles according to (1) 

registration plate number, (2) name of the registered owner, (3) make of vehicle and 
the vehicle’s identification number, for a vehicle so identified, or, if none, the vehicle’s 
serial number until the manufacturer adopts and uses a vehicle identification number.

(b) The commissioner shall furnish to any person applying for a copy of the 
registration, a copy as specified in section 168.327.

(c) The commissioner shall also furnish vehicle registration records, without 
charge, to chiefs of police, county sheriffs, prosecuting attorneys, and other law 
enforcement agencies with the power to arrest.

History: (2693) 1921 c 461 s 22; 1923 c 418 s 22; 1927 c 340 s 1; 1939 c 259 s 1; 
1949 c 131 s 1; 1949 c 132 s 1; 1951 c 384 s 1; 1957 c 82 s 1; 1965 c 45 s 9; 1969 c 540 s 
9; 1969 c 1129 art 1 s 15-17; 1971 c 58 s 1; 1971 c 625 s 1,3; 1971 c 853 s 13; 1973 c 123 
art 5 s 7; 1973 c 375 s 1; 1975 c 146 s 1; 1976 c 181 s 2; 1976 c 281 s 1,2; 1977 c 327 s 
2,3; 1979 c 329 s 3; 1981 c 357 s 59; 1984 c 549 s 24; 1984 c 629 s 3; 1984 c 654 art 3 s 
61; 1985 c 248 s 70; 1985 c 291 s 17; 1986 c 444; 1988 c 496 s 11; 1988 c.647 s 10; 1989 c 
209 art I s  16; 1989 c 269 s 40,41; 1990 c 426 art 1 s 22; 1990 c 565 s 28; 1991 c 56 s 1; 
1996 c 435 s 11; 1996 c 455 art 4 s 11; 1997 c 250 s 3; 2000 c 426 s 12; 1SP2001 c 8 art 2 
s 36; 2002 c 371 art 1 s 11,12; 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50; 2005 c 10 art 1 s 28; 2005 c 45 s 2,3; 
2005 c 64 s 6; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 26,47

168.021 PLATES FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED PERSONS.
Subdivision 1. Disability plates; application, (a) When a motor vehicle registered 

under section 168.017, a motorcycle, a truck having a manufacturer’s nominal rated 
capacity of one ton and resembling a pickup truck, or a self-propelled recreational 
vehicle is owned or primarily operated by a permanently physically disabled person or a 
custodial parent or guardian of a permanently physically disabled minor, the owner may 
apply for and secure from the commissioner (1) immediately, a temporary permit valid 
for 30 days if the applicant is eligible for the disability plates issued under this section 
and (2) two disability plates with attached emblems, one plate to be attached to the 
front, and one to the rear of the motor vehicle.

(b) The commissioner shall not issue more than one set of plates to any owner of a 
motor vehicle at the same time unless all motor vehicles have been specifically 
modified for and are used exclusively by a permanently physically disabled person.

(c) When the owner first applies for the disability plates, the owner must submit a 
medical statement in a format approved by the commissioner under section 169.345, or 
proof of physical disability provided for in that section.

(d) No medical statement or proof of disability is required when an owner of a 
motor vehicle applies for plates for one or more motor vehicles that are specially 
modified for and used exclusively by permanently physically disabled persons.

(e) The owner of a motor vehicle may apply for and secure (i) immediately, a 
permit valid for 30 days, if the applicant is eligible to receive the disability plates issued 
under this section, and (ii) a set of disability plates for a motor vehicle if:

(1) the owner employs a permanently physically disabled person who would qualify 
for disability plates under this section; and

(2) the owner furnishes the motor vehicle to the physically disabled person for the 
exclusive use of that person in the course of employment.
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17 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 168.031

Subd. la. Scope of privilege. If a physically disabled person parks a motor vehicle 
displaying the disability plates described in this section, or a permit valid for 30 days 
and issued to an eligible person awaiting receipt of the disability plates .described, in this 
section, or any person parks the motor vehicle for a physically disabled person, that 
person is entitled to park the motor vehicle as provided in section 169.345.

Subd. 2. Plate design; furnished by commissioner. The commissioner shall design 
and furnish two disability, plates, with attached emblems to each eligible owner. The 
emblem must bear the internationally accepted wheelchair symbol, as designated in 
section 16B.61, subdivision 5, approximately three inches square. The emblem must be 
large enough to be visible plainly from a distance of 50 feet. An applicant eligible for 
disability plates shall pay the motor vehicle registration fee authorized by sections
168.013 arid 168.09.

Subd. 2a. Plate transfer, (a) When motor vehicle ownership is transferred, the 
owner of the motor vehicle shall remove the disability plates. The buyer of the motor 
vehicle is entitled to receive regular plates for the motor vehicle without further cost 
for the remainder of the registration period;

(b) Notwithstanding section 168.12, subdivision 1, the disability plates may be 
transferred to a replacement motor vehicle on notification to the commissioner. 
However, the disability plates may not be transferred unless the replacement motor 
vehicle (1) is listed under section 168.012, subdivision 1, and (2) is owned or primarily 
operated by the permanently physically disabled person.

Subd. 2b. When not eligible. On becoming ineligible for the disability plates, the 
owner of the motor vehicle shall remove the disability plates. The owner may receive 
regular plates for the motor vehicle without further cost for the remainder of the 
registration period.

Subd. 3. Penalties for unauthorized use of plates, (a) A person who uses the 
disability plates or permit provided under this section on a motor vehicle in violation of 
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, and is subject to a fine of $500. This subdivision 
does not preclude a person who is not physically disabled from operating a motor 
vehicle bearing the disability plates or piermit if:

, (1) the person is the owner of the motor vehicle and permits its operation by a 
physically disabled person;

(2). the person operates the motor vehicle with the consent of the owner who is 
physically disabled; or

(3) the person is the owner of the motor vehicle, is the custodial parent or 
guardian of a permanently physically disabled minor, and operates the motor vehicle to 
transport the minor.

(b) A driver who is not disabled is. not . entitled to the parking privileges provided 
in this section and in section 169.346 unless parking the' motor vehicle for a physically 
disabled person.

Subd. 4. Fees; disposition. All fees collected from the sale of disability plates under 
this section must be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the highway user tax 
distribution fund.

Subd. 5. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “physically disabled 
person” has the meaning given it in section 169.345, subdivision 2.

Subd. 6. Driver’s license law not affected. This section must not be construed to 
revoke, limit, or amend chapter 171.

History: 2005 c 64 s 5

168.031 REGISTRATION EXEMPTION; ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.
(a) The motor vehicle of any person who engages in active military service in any 

branch or unit of the United States armed forces shall be exempt from the motor 
vehicle registration tax during the period of such active . service and for 90 days 
immediately thereafter if the owner, before, during, or within 90 days after completion 
of that active service, files with the registrar of motor vehicles a written application for
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168.031 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 18

exemption with such proof of military service as the registrar may have required and if 
the motor vehicle is not operated on a public highway within the state during the 
requested period of exemption, except by the owner while on furlough or leave of 
absence from the military.

(b) The motor vehicle of any disabled war veteran, which vehicle has been 
furnished free, in whole or in part, by the United States government to said disabled 
veteran, shall be exempt from the motor vehicle registration tax. The motor vehicle 
owned and registered by a former prisoner of war that bears the “EX-POW” plates is 
exempt from the motor vehicle registration tax.

(c) For purposes of this section, the term “active service” shall have the meaning 
given this term in section 190.05, subdivisions 5b and 5c, but excludes semce 
performed exclusively for purposes of:

(1) annual training and other periodic inactive duty training for National Guard 
and other reserve members;

(2) special training periodically made available to National Guard and other 
reserve members;

(3) service performed in accordance with section 190.08, subdivision 3; and
(4) service performed as part of the active guard/reserve program pursuant to 

United States Code, title 32, section 502(f), or other applicable authority.
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 30 

168.041 IMPOUNDING REGISTRATION PLATES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 10, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 11. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]

168.09 REGISTRATION; REREGISTRATION.

[For text o f subds 1 to 6, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 7. Display of temporary permit; special plates, (a) A vehicle that displays a 
special plate issued under section 168.021; 168.12, subdivision 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, or 2d; 
168.123; 168.124; 168.125; 168.126; 168.128; or 168.129, may display a temporary permit 
in conjunction with expired registration if:

(1) the current registration tax and all other fees have been paid in full; and
(2) the plate requires replacement under section 168.12, subdivision 1, paragraph

(d), clause (3).
(b) A vehicle that is registered under section 168.10 may display a temporary 

permit in conjunction with expired registration, with or without a registration plate, if:
(1) the plates have been applied for and the registration tax has been paid in full, 

as provided for in section 168.10; and
(2) the vehicle is used solely as a collector vehicle while displaying the temporary 

permit and not used for general transportation purposes.
(c) The permit is valid for a period of 60 days. The permit must be in. a format 

prescribed by the commissioner and whenever practicable must be posted upon the 
driver’s side of the rear window on the inside of the vehicle. The permit is valid only 
for the vehicle for which it was issued to allow a reasonable time for the new plates to 
be manufactured and delivered to the applicant.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 3

168.091 31-DAY TEMPORARY VEHICLE PERMIT.

Subdivision 1. Nonresident buyer, (a) Upon payment of a fee of $1, the commis
sioner may issue a permit to a nonresident purchasing a vehicle in this state for the sole 
purpose of allowing the vehicle to be removed from this state.
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19 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 168.105

(b) The permit is in lieu of any other registration or taxation for use of the 
highways and is valid for a period of 31 days from the date of sale, trade, or gift.

(c) The permit must be available in an electronic format as determined by the 
commissioner.

(d) If the sale, gift, or trade information is electronically transmitted to the 
commissioner by a dealer or deputy registrar of motor vehicles, the $1 fee is waived.

(e) The permit must be posted upon the left side of the inside rear window of the 
vehicle or, if not practicable, where it is plainly visible to law enforcement. Each permit 
is valid only for the vehicle for which the permit was issued.

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 31 

168.10 REGISTRATION; COLLECTOR VEHICLE.

[For text o f subds 1 to lb , see M.S.2004]

Subd. lc. Collector’s vehicle, collector plate, (a) The owner of any motor vehicle, 
including any truck, (1) that is (i) at least 20 model years old, or (ii) at least ten model 
years old and with a body or engine style of which not more than 500 were 
manufactured in or imported into the United States in any model year, (2) that was 
manufactured after 1935, and (3) that is owned and operated solely as a collector’s 
vehicle, shall list the vehicle for taxation and registration as provided in paragraph (b).

(b) The owner shall execute an affidavit stating (1) the name and address of the 
person from whom purchased and of the new owner, (2) the make of the motor 
vehicle, (3) the year and number of the model, (4) the manufacturer’s identification 
number, (5) in the case of a vehicle described in paragraph (a), clause (l)(ii), that the 
vehicle has a body or engine style of which not more than 500 were manufactured or 
imported into the United States in any model year, and (6) that the vehicle is owned 
and operated solely as a collector’s item and not for general transportation purposes.

(c) The owner shall provide a statement of the manufacturer or importer regarding 
the number of vehicles manufactured or imported during the model year.

(d) The owner shall also prove that the owner also has one or more vehicles with 
regular license plates.

If the registrar is satisfied that the affidavit is true and correct and the owner pays a 
$25 tax, the registrar shall list the vehicle for taxation and registration and shall issue a 
single number plate.

(e) The number plate issued shall bear the inscription “Collector,” “Minnesota,” 
and the registration number or other combination of characters authorized under 
section 168.12, subdivision 2a, but no date. The number plate is valid without renewal 
as long as the vehicle is in existence. The registrar has the power to revoke the plate for 
failure to comply with this subdivision.

[For text o f subds Id  to 4, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 32 

168.105 CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE REGISTRATION.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Affidavit for registration and taxation, (a) A classic motorcycle must be 
taxed and registered by the vehicle, owner submitting an affidavit to the commissioner 
stating (1) the name and address of the owner, (2) the name and address Of the person 
from whom purchased, (3) the make of the classic motorcycle, (4) the year and number 
of the model, (5) the manufacturer’s vehicle identification number, (6) that the 
motorcycle is owned and operated solely as a collector’s item and will not be used for
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168.105 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 20

general transportation purposes, and (7) that the owner has one or more motor 
vehicles with regular plates.

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that the affidavit is true, correct, and 
complete and the owner has paid a $10 registration tax, the commissioner shall register 
the vehicle and issue special plates.

Subd. 3. Classic plates. The commissioner shall issue plates of the same size as 
standard motorcycle plates and inscribed “collector” and “Minnesota” with the registra
tion number or other combination of characters authorized under section 168.12, 
subdivision 2a, but without a date. The plates are valid without renewal as long as the 
classic motorcycle exists and may be issued for the applicant’s use only for the classic 
motorcycle. The commissioner may revoke the plates for noncompliance with this 
subdivision.

Subd. 5. Original plates, (a) Instead of being issued classic motorcycle plates, a 
classic motorcycle registered under this section may display original Minnesota plates 
issued in the same year as the model year of the motorcycle on which they are 
displayed. The number on the original plates must be provided to the commissioner.

(b) Original Minnesota plates may not be used if the number on the original plate 
is identical to the number on a current collector’s plate issued by the commissioner.

(c) If the vehicle is not registered as a collector vehicle, the commissioner shall 
charge a fee of $10 for registering the number on the original plates.

Subd. 6. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]
History: !Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 4-6

168.12 PLATES.
Subdivision 1. Plates; design, visibility, periods of issuance, (a) The commissioner, 

upon approval and payment, shall issue to the applicant the plates required by this 
chapter, bearing the state name and an assigned vehicle registration number. The 
number assigned by the commissioner may be a combination of a letter or sign with 
figures. The color of the plates and the color of the abbreviation of the state name and 
the number assigned must be in marked contrast. The plates must be lettered, spaced, 
or distinguished to suitably indicate the registration of the vehicle according to the 
rules of the commissioner.

(b) When a vehicle is registered on the basis of total gross weight, the plates issued 
must clearly indicate by letters or other suitable insignia the maximum gross weight for 
which the tax has been paid.

(c) The plates must be so treated as to be at least 100 times brighter than the 
conventional painted number plates. When properly mounted on an unlighted vehicle, 
the plates, when viewed from a vehicle equipped with standard headlights, must be 
visible for a distance of not less than 1,500 feet and readable for a distance of not less 
than 110 feet.

(d) The commissioner shall issue plates for the following periods:
(1) New plates issued pursuant to section 168.012, subdivision 1, must be issued to 

a vehicle for as long as the vehicle is owned by the exempt agency and the plate shall 
not be transferable from one vehicle to another but the plate may be transferred with 
the vehicle from one tax-exempt agency to another.

(2) Plates issued for passenger automobiles must be issued for a seven-year period. 
All plates issued under this paragraph must be replaced if they are seven years old or 
older at the time of registration renewal or will become so during the registration 
period.

(3) Plates issued under sections 168.053 and 168.27, subdivisions 16 and 17, must 
be for a seven-year period.

(4) Plates issued under subdivisions 2c and 2d and section 168.123 must be issued 
for the life of the veteran under section 169.79.

(5) Plates for any vehicle not specified in clauses (1) to (3), except for trailers as 
hereafter provided, must be issued for the life of the vehicle. Beginning with plates
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issued for the year 1981, plates issued for trailers with a total gross weight of 3,000 
pounds or less must be issued for the life of the trailer and must be not more than 
seven inches in length and four inches in width.

(e) In a year in which plates are not issued, the commissioner shall issue for each 
registration a sticker to designate the year of registration. This sticker must show the 
year or years for which the sticker is issued, and is valid only for that period. The plates 
and stickers issued for a vehicle may not be transferred to another vehicle during the 
period for which the sticker is issued, except when issued for a vehicle registered under 
section 168.187.

(f) Despite any other provision of this subdivision, plates issued to a vehicle used 
for behind-the-wheel instruction in a driver education course in a public school may be 
transferred to another vehicle used for the same purpose without payment of any 
additional fee. The public school shall notify the commissioner of each transfer of 
plates under this paragraph. The commissioner may prescribe a format for notification.

Subd. 2. Amateur radio licensee; special plates, rules, (a) The commissioner shall 
issue amateur radio plates to an applicant who:

(1) is an owner of a passenger automobile or recreational motor vehicle;
(2) is a resident of this state;
(3) holds an official amateur radio station license or a citizens radio service class D 

license, in good standing, issued by the Federal Communications Commission;
(4) pays the registration tax required under section 168.013;
(5) pays a fee of $10 for each set of special plates and any other fees required by 

this chapter; and
(6) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers;
(b) In lieu of the registration number required for identification under subdivision

1, the plates must indicate the official amateur call letters of the applicant, as assigned 
by the Federal Communications Commission, and the words “AMATEUR RADIO.”

(c) This provision for the issue of special plates applies only if the applicant’s 
motor vehicle is already registered in Minnesota so that the applicant has valid regular 
Minnesota plates issued for that motor vehicle under which to operate it during the 
time that it will take to have the necessary special plates made.

(d) If owning more than one motor vehicle of the type specified in this subdivision, 
the applicant may apply for special plates for each of not more than two motor vehicles 
and, if each application complies with this subdivision, the commissioner shall furnish 
the applicant with the special plates, indicating the official amateur call letters and 
other distinguishing information as the commissioner considers necessary, for each of 
the two motor vehicles.

(e) The commissioner may make reasonable rules governing the use of the special 
plates as will assure the full compliance by the owner of the special plates, with all 
existing laws governing the registration of motor vehicles and the transfer and use of 
the plates.

(f) Despite any contrary provision of subdivision 1, the special plates issued under 
this subdivision may be transferred by an owner to another motor vehicle listed in 
paragraph (a) and registered to the same owner, upon the payment of a fee of $5. The 
commissioner must be notified before the transfer and may prescribe a format for the 
notification.

Subd. 2a. Personalized plates; rules, (a) The commissioner shall issue personalized 
plates or, if requested for special plates issued under section 168.123 for veterans,
168.124 for medal of honor recipients, or 168.125 for former prisoners of war, 
applicable personalized special veterans plates, to an applicant who:

(1) is an owner of a passenger automobile including a passenger automobile 
registered as a classic car, pioneer car, collector car, or street rod; any truck with a 
manufacturer’s nominal rated capacity of one ton or less and resembling a pickup 
truck; a motorcycle, including a classic motorcycle; or a recreational motor vehicle;

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



168.12 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 22

(2) pays a onetime fee of $100 and any other fees required by this chapter;
(3) pays the registration tax required by this chapter for the motor vehicle; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing registration of motor vehicles 

and licensing of drivers.
(b) The commissioner shall charge a replacement fee for personalized license 

plates and personalized spccial veterans plates issued under section 168.123 as specified 
in subdivision 5. This fee must be paid by the applicant whenever the personalized 
plates are required to be replaced by law, except that as provided in section 168.124, 
subdivision 3, and 168.125, subdivision lb, no fee may be charged to replace plates 
issued under those sections.

(c) In lieu of the registration number assigned as provided in subdivision 1, 
personalized plates and personalized special veterans plates must have imprinted on 
them a series of not more than seven numbers and letters, or five numbers and letters 
for personalized special veterans plates, in any combination and, as applicable, satisfy 
the design requirements of section 168.123, 168.124, or 168.125. When an applicant has 
once obtained personalized plates or personalized special veterans plates, the applicant 
shall have a prior claim for similar personalized plates or personalized special veterans 
plates in the next succeeding year as long as current motor vehicle registration is 
maintained.

(d) The commissioner shall adopt rules in the manner provided by chapter 14, 
regulating the issuance and transfer of personalized plates and personalized special 
veterans plates. No words or combination of letters placed on these plates may be used 
for commercial advertising, be of an obscene, indecent, or immoral nature, or be of a 
nature that would offend public morals or decency. The call signals or letters of a radio 
or television station are not commercial advertising for the purposes of this subdivision.

(e) Despite the provisions of subdivision 1, personalized plates and personalized 
special veterans plates issued under this subdivision may be transferred to another 
motor vehicle listed in paragraph (a) and owned by the applicant, upon the payment of 
a fee of $5.

(f) The commissioner may by rule specify the format for notification.
(g) A personalized plate or personalized special veterans plate issued for a classic 

car, pioneer car, collector car, street rod, or classic motorcycle may not be transferred 
to a vehicle not eligible for such a plate.

(h) Despite any law to the contrary, if the personalized license plates are lost, 
stolen, or destroyed, the applicant may apply and must be issued duplicate license 
plates bearing the same combination of letters and numbers and the same design as (1) 
the former personalized plates or personalized special veterans plates under section
168.123 upon the payment of the fee required by section 168.29 or (2) the former 
personalized special veterans plates issued under section 168.124 or 168.125, without 
charge.

Subd. 2b. Firefighters; special plates, rules, (a) The commissioner shall issue 
special plates, or a single license plate in the case of a motorcycle plate, to any 
applicant who:

(1) is both a member of a fire department receiving state aid under chapter 69 and 
an owner of a passenger automobile, a truck with a manufacturer’s nominal rated 
capacity of one ton and resembling a pickup truck, or a motorcycle;

(2) pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;
(3) pays the registration tax required by this chapter for the motor vehicle; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) In lieu of the identification required under subdivision 1, the special plates 

must bear an emblem of a Maltese Cross together with any numbers or characters 
prescribed by the commissioner. No applicant shall receive more than two sets of plates 
for motor vehicles owned by the applicant.
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(c) Special plates issued under this subdivision may only be used during the period 
that the owner of the motor vehicle is a member of a fire department as specified in 
this subdivision. When the individual to whom the special plates were issued is no 
longer a member of a fire department or when the motor vehicle ownership is 
transferred, the owner shall remove the special plates from the motor vehicle. Upon 
removal of the special plates, or special motorcycle plate, either the owner or purchaser 
of the motor vehicle is entitled to receive regular plates or a regular motorcycle plate 
for the motor vehicle without cost for the remainder of the registration period for 
which the special plate or plates were issued.

(d) A special motorcycle license plate issued under this subdivision must be the 
same size as a standard motorcycle license plate.

(e) Upon payment of a fee of $5, plates issued under this subdivision for a 
passenger automobile or truck may be transferred to another passenger automobile or 
truck owned or jointly owned by. the person to whom the plates were issued. On 
payment of a fee of $5, a plate issued under this subdivision for a motorcycle may be 
transferred to another motorcycle owned or jointly owned by the person to whom the 
plate was issued.

(f) The commissioner may adopt rules under the Administrative Procedure Act, 
sections 14.001 to 14.69, to govern the issuance and use. of the special plates authorized 
in this subdivision.

Subd. 2c. National Guard; special plates, rules, (a) The commissioner shall issue 
special plates to any applicant who:

(1) is a regularly enlisted, commissioned, or retired member of the Minnesota 
National Guard, other than an inactive member who is not a retired member, and is an 
owner of a passenger automobile;

(2) pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;
(3) pays the registration tax required by this chapter; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The adjutant general shall design the emblem for these special plates subject to 

the approval of the commissioner.
(c) An applicant must not be issued more than two sets of plates for motor 

vehicles registered to the applicant.
(d) Special plates issued under this subdivision may only be used during the period 

that the owner of the motor vehicle is an active or retired member of the Minnesota 
National Guard as specified in this subdivision. When the individual to whom the 
special plates were issued is no longer an active or retired member of the Minnesota 
National Guard, the special plates must be removed from the vehicle by the owner; 
Upon removal of the special plates, either the owner or purchaser of the motor vehicle 
is entitled to receive regular plates for the motor vehicle without cost for the remainder 
of the registration period for which the special plates were issued.

(e) While the person is an active or retired member of the Minnesota National 
Guard, plates issued pursuant to this subdivision may be transferred to another motor 
vehicle owned by that individual upon payment of a fee of $5.

(f) For purposes of this subdivision, “retired member” means an individual placed 
on the roll of retired officers or roll of retired enlisted members in the Office of the 
Adjutant General under section 192.18 and who is not deceased.

(g) The commissioner may adopt rules under the Administrative Procedure Act to 
govern the issuance and use of the special plates authorized by this subdivision.

Subd. 2d. Ready Reserve; special plates, rules, (a) The commissioner shall issue 
special plates to an applicant who:

(1) is not eligible for special National Guard plates under subdivision 2c, is a 
member of the United States armed forces ready reserve as described in United States 
Code, title 10, section 10142 or 10143, and is an owner of a passenger automobile;
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(2) pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;
(3) pays the registration tax required by this chapter; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The commissioner of veterans affairs shall design the emblem for these special 

plates subject to the approval of the commissioner.
(c) An applicant must not be issued more than two sets of plates for motor 

vehicles owned by the applicant.
(d) Special plates issued under this subdivision may only be used during the period 

that the owner of the motor vehicle is a member of the ready reserve. When the owner 
is no longer a member, the special plates must be removed from the motor vehicle by 
the owner. On removing the special plates, either the owner or purchaser of the motor 
vehicle is entitled to receive regular plates for the motor vehicle without cost for the 
rest of the registration period for which the special plates were issued. While the owner 
is a member of the ready reserve, plates issued under this subdivision may be 
transferred to another motor vehicle owned by that individual on paying a fee of $5.

(e) The commissioner may adopt rules under the Administrative Procedure Act to 
govern the issuance and use of the special plates authorized by this subdivision.

Subd. 2e. Volunteer ambulance attendants; special plates, (a) The commissioner 
shall issue special license plates to an applicant who:

(1) is a volunteer ambulance attendant as defined in section 144E.001, subdivision
15, and owns a motor vehicle taxed as a passenger automobile;

(2) pays the registration tax required by this chapter for the motor vehicle;
(3) pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The commissioner shall not issue more than two sets of these plates to each 

qualified applicant.
(c) An individual may use special plates issued under this subdivision only during 

the period that the individual is a volunteer ambulance attendant. When the individual 
to whom the special plates were issued ceases to be a volunteer ambulance attendant, 
the individual shall remove each set of special plates issued. When ownership of the 
motor vehicle is transferred, the individual shall remove the special plates from that 
motor vehicle. On removal of each set of plates, the owner of the motor vehicle, or new 
owner in case of a transferred motor vehicle, is entitled to receive regular plates for the 
motor vehicle without cost for the rest of the registration period for which the set of 
special plates were issued. Special plates issued under this subdivision may be trans
ferred to another motor vehicle owned by the volunteer ambulance attendant on 
payment of a fee of $5.

(d) The commissioner may adopt rules governing the design, issuance, and sale of 
the special plates authorized by this subdivision.

Subd. 2f. Original license plates, (a) On application of the owner and in lieu of 
issuing plates under subdivision 1 to a motor vehicle registered and taxed as a 
passenger automobile, the commissioner may assign to the motor vehicle original 
Minnesota registration plates issued in the same year as the model year of the motor 
vehicle, if (1) the original plates are at least 20 years old, (2) the owner of the motor 
vehicle has the original plates in possession at the time of the application, and (3) the 
owner provides the plate number to the commissioner.

(b) Plates displayed under this subdivision, including stickers applied to the plates, 
must be clearly legible and must be displayed on the motor vehicle.

(c) The commissioner shall not assign the registration number on the original 
plates to the motor vehicle if the commissioner determines that the number on the 
original plate is identical to the number on any plate in the current or reserved 
numbering system used by the commissioner.
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(d) Despite subdivision 1, an original plate whose number has been assigned under 
this subdivision may be displayed for as long as the plates, including tabs and stickers 
on the plates, are clearly legible and the number is not subsequently used by the 
commissioner as a plate number in a registration numbering system.

(e) Despite subdivision 1, original plates assigned under this subdivision need not 
bear a tab or sticker to indicate the month or year of registration if the motor vehicle 
carries the registration certificate issued under section 168.11 at all times when the 
motor vehicle is operated on the public highways.

(f) The commissioner may charge a fee for receiving an application and assigning 
original plate numbers.

Subd. 5. Additional fee. (a) In addition to any fee otherwise authorized or any tax 
otherwise imposed upon any vehicle, the payment of which is required as a condition to 
the issuance of any plate or plates, the commissioner shall impose the fee specified in 
paragraph (b) that is calculated to cover the cost of manufacturing and issuing the plate 
or plates, except for plates issued to disabled veterans as defined in section 168.031 and 
plates issued pursuant to section 168.124, 168.125, or 168.27, subdivisions 16 and 17, for 
passenger automobiles. The commissioner shall issue graphic design plates only for 
vehicles registered pursuant to section 168.017 and recreational vehicles registered 
pursuant to section 168.013, subdivision lg.

(b) Unless otherwise specified or exempted by statute, the following plate and 
validation sticker fees apply for the original, duplicate, or replacement issuance of a 
plate in a plate year:

Sequential Regular Double Plate 
Sequential Special Plate-Double 
Sequential Regular Single Plate 
Sequential Special Plate-Single 
Utility Trailer Self-Adhesive Plate 
Nonsequential Double Plate 
Nonsequential Single Plate 
Duplicate Sticker

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 7
NO TE: The amendment to subdivision 2a by Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 6, article 2, section 7, is effective 

August 1 ,2 0 0 6 . Laws 2005„: First Special Session chapter 6, article 2, section 7, the effective date.

168.123 VETERANS; SPECIAL PLATES.
Subdivision 1. General requirements; fees, (a) On payment of a fee of $10 for each 

set of two plates, or for a single plate in the case of a motorcycle plate, payment of the 
registration tax required by law, and compliance with other applicable laws relating to 
vehicle registration and licensing, as applicable, the commissioner shall issue:

(1) special veteran’s plates to an applicant who served in the active military service 
in a branch of the armed forces of the United States or of a nation or society allied 
with the. United States in conducting a foreign war, was discharged under honorable 
conditions, and is a registered owner of a passenger automobile, recreational motor 
vehicle, or truck resembling a pickup truck and having a manufacturer’s nominal rated 
capacity of One ton, but which is not a commercial motor vehicle as defined in section
169.01, subdivision 75; or

(2) a veteran’s special motorcycle plate as described in subdivision 2, paragraph
(a), (f), (h), or (i), or another special plate designed by the commissioner to an 
applicant who is a registered owner of a motorcycle and meets the criteria listed in this 
paragraph and in subdivision 2, paragraph (a), (f), (h), or (i). Plates issued under this 
clause must be the same size as regular motorcycle plates. Special motorcycle license 
plates issued under this clause are not subject to section 168.1293.

(b) The additional fee of $10 is payable for each set of veteran’s plates, is payable 
only when the plates are issued, and is not payable in a year in which stickers are issued 
instead of plates.

$ 4.25 
$ 7.00 
$ 3.00 
$ 5.50 
$ 2.50 
$14.00 
$10.00 
$ 1.00
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(c) The veteran must have a certified copy of the veteran’s discharge papers, 
indicating character of discharge, at the time of application. If an applicant served in 
the active military service in a branch of the armed forces of a nation or society allied 
with the United States in conducting a foreign war and is unable to obtain a record of 
that service and discharge status, the commissioner of veterans affairs may certify the 
applicant as qualified for the veterans’ plates provided under this section.

(d) For license plates issued for one-ton trucks described in paragraph (a), clause
(1), the commissioner shall collect a surcharge of $5 on each $10 fee collected under 
paragraph (a). The surcharge must be deposited in the vehicle services operating 
account in the special revenue fund.

Subd. 2. Design. The commissioner of veterans affairs shall design the emblem for 
the veterans’ special plates, subject to the approval of the commissioner, that satisfy the 
following requirements:

(a) For a Vietnam veteran who served after July 1, 1961, and before July 1, 1978, 
in the active military service in a branch of the armed forces of the United States or a 
nation or society allied with the United States the special plates must bear the 
inscription “VIETNAM VET” and the letters “V ” and “V ” with the first letter directly 
above the second letter and both letters just preceding the first numeral of the special 
plate number.

(b) For a veteran stationed on the island of Oahu, Hawaii, or offshore, during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the special plates must bear the 
inscription “PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR” and the letters “P” and “H” with the 
first letter directly above the second letter and both letters just preceding the first 
numeral of the special plate number.

(c) For a veteran who served during World War I or World War II, the plates 
must bear the inscription “WORLD WAR V ET” and:

(1) for a World War I veteran, the characters “W” and “I” with the first character 
directly above the second character and both characters just preceding the first numeral 
of the special plate number; or

(2) for a World War II veteran, the characters “W” and “II” with the first 
charactcr directly above the second character and both characters just preceding the 
first numeral of the special plate number.

(d) For a veteran who served during the Korean Conflict, the special plates must 
bear the inscription “KOREAN V ET” and the letters “K” and “V ” with the first letter 
directly above the second letter and both letters just preceding the first numeral of the 
special plate number.

(e) For a combat wounded veteran who is a recipient of the purple heart medal, 
the plates must bear the inscription “COMBAT WOUNDED V ET” and have a 
facsimile on an emblem of the official purple heart medal and the letters “C” over “W” 
with the first letter directly over the second letter just preceding the first numeral of 
the special plate number.

(f) For a Persian Gulf War veteran, the plates must bear the inscription “GULF 
WAR V ET” and the letters “G” and “W” with the first letter directly above the second 
letter and both letters just preceding the first numeral of the special plate number. For 
the purposes of this section, “Persian Gulf War veteran” means a person who served on 
active duty after August 1, 1990, in a branch of the armed forces of the United States 
or a nation or society allied with the United States or the United Nations during 
Operation Desert Shield, Operation Desert Storm, or other military operation in the 
Persian Gulf area combat zone as designated in United States Presidential Executive 
Order No. 12744, dated January 21,1991.

(g) For a veteran who served in the Laos War after July 1, 1961, and before July 1, 
1978, the special plates must bear the inscription “LAOS WAR V ET” and the letters 
“L” and “V ” with the first letter directly above the second letter and both letters just 
preceding the first numeral of the special plate number.

(h) For a veteran who is the recipient of:
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(1) the Iraq Campaign Medal, the special plates must be inscribed with a facsimile 
of that medal and must bear the inscription “IRAQ WAR V ET” directly below the 
special plate number;

(2) the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the special plates must be inscribed with a 
facsimile of that medal and must bear the inscription “AFGHAN WAR VET” directly 
below the special plate number; or

(3) the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the special plates must be 
inscribed with a facsimile of that medal and must bear the inscription “GWOT 
VETERAN” directly below the special plate number.

(i) For a veteran who is the recipient of the Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, the special plates must be inscribed with a facsimile of that medal and must 
bear the inscription “GWOT VETERAN” directly below the special plate number. In 
addition, any member of the National Guard or other military reserves who has been 
ordered to federally funded state active service under United States Code, title 32, as 
defined in section 190.05, subdivision 5b, and who is the recipient of the Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, is eligible for the license plate described in this paragraph, 
irrespective of whether that person qualifies as a veteran under section 197.447.

Subd. 2a. Temporary surcharge. For license plates issued under subdivision 2, 
paragraphs (h) and (i), the commissioner shall collect a surcharge of $5 on each $10 fee 
collected under subdivision 1, paragraph (a). The surcharge must be deposited in the 
vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund.

Subd. 3. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 4. Plates transfer, (a) On payment of a fee of $5, plates issued under 

subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (1), may be transferred to another passenger 
automobile or recreational motor vehicle, or one-ton truck described in subdivision 1, 
paragraph (a), clause (1), registered to the individual to whom the plates were issued.

(b) On payment of a fee of $5, a plate issued under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 
clause (2), may be transferred to another motorcycle registered to the individual to 
whom the plate was issued.

Subd. 5. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 8]
Subd. 6. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules under the Administrative 

Procedure Act to govern the issuance and use of the special plates authorized by this 
section.

, History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 8 

168.1235 VETERANS SERVICE GROUP EMBLEMS.
Subdivision 1. General requirements; fees, (a) The commissioner shall issue a 

special plate emblem for each plate to an applicant who:
(1) is a member of a congressionally chartered veterans service organization and is 

a registered owner of a passenger automobile, pickup truck, van, or self-propelled 
recreational vehicle;

(2) pays the registration tax required by law;
(3) pays a fee of $10 for each set of two plates, and any other fees required by this 

chapter; and
(4) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The additional fee of $10 is payable at the time of initial application for the 

special plate emblem and when the plates must be replaced or renewed. An applicant 
must not be issued more than two sets of special plate emblems for motor vehicles 
listed in paragraph (a) and registered to the applicant.

(c) The applicant must present a valid card indicating membership in the Ameri
can Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Subd. 2. Design, (a) The commissioner of veterans affairs, after consultation with 
each of the congressionally chartered veterans service organizations, shall design the
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special plate emblems, subject to the approval of the commissioner. The emblem must 
be at least as large as the letters and numerals on the plate and the commissioner shall 
allow for plates with spaces for the emblem in place of a numeral or letter.

(b) Each congressionally chartered veterans service organization must arrange for 
any applicable rules of the national organization to be changed or copyrights to be 
released before the commissioner may issue special emblems to members of any 
particular service organization under this section.

Subd. 3. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 9]
Subd. 4. Plate emblem transfer. Despite section 168.12 or other law to the 

contrary, on payment of a fee of $5, the veterans service organization special plate 
emblems issued under subdivision 1, may be transferred by the owner to other plates 
on a passenger automobile, pickup truck, van, or self-propelled recreational vehicle 
registered to the person to whom the emblems were issued.

Subd. 5. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 9]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 9

168.124 SPECIAL PLATES FOR MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS.
Subdivision 1. Issuance and design, (a) The commissioner shall issue special plates 

bearing the inscription “MEDAL OF HONOR” to an applicant who:
(1) is a recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor;
(2) is a registered owner of a passenger automobile, motorcycle, or recreational 

motor vehicle; and
(3) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The special plates must be of a design and size determined by the commission

er. Only one set of plates, or a single plate in the case of a motorcycle, bearing the 
inscription “MEDAL OF HONOR” may be issued for each qualified applicant.

Subd. 2. Application. Application for issuance of these plates may be made only at 
the time of renewal or first application for registration.

Subd. 3. No fee. The commissioner shall issue a set of Medal of Honor plates to 
qualified applicants free of charge and the plates must be replaced without charge if 
they become damaged. In addition, no fee may be charged for a subsequent year when 
stickers are issued for a motor vehicle listed in subdivision 1 on which the Medal of 
Honor plates are placed. The motor vehicle must be for personal use, not commercial 
purposes.

Subd. 4. Transfer. Despite the provisions of section 168.12, subdivision 1, Medal of 
Honor plates issued under this section may be transferred to another personal motor 
vehicle registered to the Medal of Honor recipient upon notification to the commis
sioner.

Subd. 5. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 10]
Subd. 6. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 10]
History: !Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 10

168.125 SPECIAL PLATES FOR FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR.
Subdivision 1. Issuance and design, (a) The commissioner shall issue special plates 

bearing the inscription “EX-POW” to any applicant who:
(1) is both a former prisoner of war and a registered owner of a passenger 

automobile, motorcycle, or recreational motor vehicle; and
(2) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 

vehicles and licensing of drivers.
(b) The special plates must be of a design and size to be determined by the 

commissioner. Only one set of plates, or a single plate in the case of a motorcycle, 
bearing the “EX-POW” inscription may be issued for each qualified applicant.
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Subd. la. Application. Application for issuance of these plates must be made at 
the time of renewal or first application for registration. The application must include a 
certification by the commissioner of veterans affairs that the applicant was a member of 
the military forces of the United States who was captured, separated, and incarcerated 
by an enemy of the United States during a period of armed conflict.

Subd. lb. No fee. The commissioner shall issue a set of EX-POW plates, or a 
single plate for a motorcycle, to qualified applicants, free of charge, and shall replace 
them without charge if they become damaged. In addition, no fee may be charged for a 
subsequent year when stickers are issued for that motor vehicle on which the EX-POW 
plates are placed.

Subd. lc. Plates transfer. Despite the provisions of section 168.12, subdivision 1, 
the special plates issued under this section may be transferred to another motor vehicle 
registered to the former prisoner of war upon notification to the commissioner.

Subd. Id. Surviving spouse. Upon the death of a former prisoner of war, the 
commissioner shall continue to issue free of charge, upon renewal, the special plates to 
a motor vehicle owned by the surviving spouse of the former prisoner of war. Special 
plates issued to a surviving spouse may be transferred to another motor vehicle 
registered to the surviving spouse as provided in subdivision lc. No fee may be charged 
for replacement plates issued to a surviving spouse or for stickers issued for the motor 
vehicle on which the special “EX-POW” plates are placed. A surviving spouse is not 
exempt from the motor vehicle registration tax.

Subd. le. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 11]
Subd. 2. Plates; EX-POW and disability emblems. The commissioner shall issue 

special plates bearing both the “EX-POW” and disability emblem to any applicant who 
is entitled to the special plates provided under this section and who is also entitled to 
special plates for the physically disabled under section 168.021 upon compliance with 
the provisions of both sections. The plates must be of a design and size determined by 
the commissioner.

Subd. 3. Rules; commissioner of public safety. The commissioner of public safety 
may adopt by rule, in accordance with chapter 14, the procedures for issuance or 
transfer of the special plates authorized under this section.

Subd. 4. Rules; commissioner of veterans affairs. The commissioner of veterans 
affairs shall establish the procedure for obtaining the certification of former prisoner of 
war status.

Subd. 5. Savings provision. Nothing in this section alters the exemption for 
disabled war veterans provided for in section 168.031.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 11

168.1251 DISABLED AMERICAN VETERAN PLATES.
Subdivision 1. Issuance and design. The commissioner shall issue special license 

plates bearing the inscription “DISABLED AMERICAN VETERAN” to an applicant 
who is certified in writing by the United States Department of. Veterans Affairs or the 
state commissioner of veterans affairs as having a permanent and total service- 
connected disability, who complies with all laws relating to the registration and 
licensing of motor vehicles and drivers, and who pays a fee of $10 for each set of 
license plates applied for. The special license plates must be of a design and size 
determined by the commissioner.

Subd. 2. Application. Application for issuance of these plates may be made only at 
the time of renewal or first application for registration.

Subd. 3. Transfer. On payment of a fee of $5, special plates issued under this 
section may be transferred to another personal motor vehicle owned or jointly owned 
by the disabled veteran upon notification to the commissioner.

Subd. 4. Surcharge. For each set of special plates issued under this section, the 
commissioner shall .collect a surcharge of $5 on each $10 fee collected under subdivi
sion 1.
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Subd. 5. Motor vehicle; special definition. For purposes of this section, “motor 
vehicle” means a vehicle for personal use, not used for commercial purposes, and may 
include a passenger automobile, van, pickup truck, motorcycle, or recreational vehicle.

Subd. 6. Fees credited. Fees, including surcharges, collected under this section 
must be credited to the vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 33

168.1255 VETERANS WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION PLATES.
Subdivision 1. General requirements and procedures. The commissioner shall issue 

special veteran contribution plates to an applicant who:
(1) is a veteran, as defined in section 197.447;
(2) is a registered owner of a passenger automobile;
(3) pays a fee of $10 to cover the costs of handling and manufacturing the plates;
(4) pays the registration tax required under section 168.013;
(5) pays the fees required under this chapter;
(6) pays an additional onetime World War TI memorial contribution of $30, which 

the department shall retain until all start-up costs associated with the development and 
issuing of the plates have been recovered, after which the commissioner shall deposit 
contributions in the World War II donation match account; and

(7) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 
vehicles and licensing of drivers.

Subd. 2. Design. The commissioner of veterans affairs shall design an emblem for 
the special plates, subject to the approval of the commissioner of public safety, that 
satisfies the requirements in this subdivision:

(1) the special veteran contribution plates must bear the inscription “PROUD TO 
BE A VETERAN” on the bottom of the plate; and

(2) the flag of the United States of America must appear on the left side of the 
plate just preceding the first letter or numeral of the special plate number.

Subd. 3. Plate transfers. Despite section 168.12, subdivision 1, on payment of a 
transfer fee of $5, plates issued under this section may be transferred to another 
passenger automobile registered to the individual to whom the veteran contribution 
plates were issued.

Subd. 4. Fees credited. Fees collected under this section do not include the 
contributions collected for the World War II memorial donation match account.

Subd. 5. Record. The commissioner shall maintain a record of the number of 
special plates issued under this section.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 12

168.127 FLEET VEHICLES; REGISTRATION, FEE.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 6. Fee. Instead of the filing fee described in section 168.33, subdivision 7, the 
applicant for fleet registration shall pay an equivalent administrative fee to the 
commissioner for each vehicle in the fleet.

History: !Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 13

168.128 LIMOUSINE PLATES.
Subdivision 1. Limousine registration. A unique vehicle registration category is 

established for limousines.
Subd. 2. Plates, (a) A person who operates a limousine for other than personal use 

shall register the motor vehicle as provided in this section.
(b) A person who operates a limousine for personal use may apply. The commis

sioner shall issue limousine plates to the registered owner of a limousine who:
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(1) certifies that an insurance policy under section 65B.13 in an aggregate amount 
of $300,000 per accident is in effect for the entire period of the registration;

(2) provides the commissioner with proof that the passenger automobile license tax 
and a $10 fee have been paid for each limousine receiving limousine plates; and

(3) complies with this chapter and rules governing the registration of motor 
vehicles and licensing of drivers.

(c) The limousine plates must be designed to specifically identify the vehicle as a 
limousine and must be clearly marked with the letters “LM.” Limousine plates may not 
be transferred upon sale of the limousine, but may be transferred to another limousine 
owned by the same person upon notifying the commissioner and paying a $5 transfer 
fee.

Subd. 3. Insurance, (a) The application must include a certificate of insurance 
verifying that a valid commercial insurance policy is in effect and giving the name of 
the insurance company and the number of the insurance policy. The policy must 
provide stated limits of liability, exclusive of interest and costs, with respect to each 
motor vehicle for which coverage is granted, of not less than $100,000 because of bodily 
injury to one person in any one accident and, subject to that limit for one person, of 
not less than $300,000 because of injury to two or more persons in any one accident 
and of not less than $100,000 because of injury to or destruction of property. The 
insurance company must notify the commissioner if the policy is canceled or if the 
policy no longer provides the coverage required by this subdivision.

(b) The commissioner shall immediately notify the commissioner of transportation 
if the policy of a person required to have a permit under section 221.84 is canceled or 
no longer provides the coverage required by this subdivision.

Subd. 4. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 14]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 14

168.129 SPECIAL COLLEGIATE PLATES.
Subdivision 1. General requirements and procedures. The commissioner shall issue 

special collegiate plates to an applicant who:
(1) is a registered owner of a passenger automobile;
(2) pays a fee as specified in section 168.12, subdivision 5, to cover the costs of 

handling and manufacturing the plates;
(3) pays the registration tax required under section. 1.68.013;
(4) pays the fees required under this chapter;
(5) contributes at least $25 annually to the scholarship account established in 

subdivision 6; and
(6) complies with this chapter and rules governing registration of motor vehicles 

and licensing of drivers.
Subd. 2. Design, (a) After consultation with each participating college, university, 

or postsecondary system, the commissioner shall design an emblem for each special 
collegiate plate.

(b) In consultation with the commissioner, a participating college or university 
annually shall indicate the anticipated number of plates needed.

Subd. 3. No refund. Contributions under this section must not be refunded.
Subd. 4. Plates transfer. Despite section 168.12, subdivision 1, on payment of a 

transfer fee of $5, plates issued under this section may be transferred to another 
passenger automobile registered to the individual to whom the special collegiate plates 
were issued.

Subd. 5. Fees credited. Fees collected under this section do not include the 
contributions collected for the scholarship account.

Subd. 6. Scholarship account. A scholarship account is created in the state 
treasury. Except for one percent that may be retained by the commissioner for 
administrative costs, all contributions received under this section must be deposited by
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the commissioner in the scholarship account. Money in the scholarship account is 
appropriated to the governing board of the institution to which it is attributable, as 
provided in subdivision 1.

Subd. 7. Record. The commissioner shall maintain a record of the number of 
plates issued for each postsccondary institution or system to determine the amount of 
scholarship funds available to that institution or system.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 15

168.1291 CERTAIN SPECIAL PLATES; UNIFORM DESIGN, UNIQUE EMBLEMS.
Subdivision 1. Definition. For purposes of this section “special plates” means 

plates issued under sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b and 2e; 168.1235; and 168.129.
Subd. 2. Uniform design of special plates, (a) The commissioner shall design a 

single special plate that will contain a unique number and a space for a unique emblem 
for plates issued under sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b and 2e; 168.1235; and 168.129. 
The commissioner shall design a unique emblem related to the purpose of each special 
plate.

(b) Any provision of sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b to 2e; 168.123; and 168.129, 
that requires the placement of a specified letter or letters on a special plate applies to 
those plates only to the extent that the commissioner includes the letter or letters in the 
design.

(c) If a law authorizing a special plate contains a specific requirement for graphic 
design of that plate, that requirement applies to the appropriate unique emblem.

Subd. 3. Issuance of special plates with unique emblems. Despite section 168.12, 
subdivisions 2b to 2e; 168.123; or 168.129, beginning with special plates issued in 
calendar year 1996, the commissioner shall issue each class of special plates permanent
ly marked with specific designs under those laws only until the commissioner’s supply of 
those plates is exhausted. Thereafter the commissioner shall issue under those laws 
only the plate authorized under subdivision 2, with the appropriate unique emblem 
attached.

Subd. 4. Fees. Despite section 168.12, subdivisions 2b to 2e; 168.123; or 168.129, 
the commissioner shall charge a fee of $10 for each set of plates issued under this 
section.

Subd. 5. Applicability. This section does not apply to a special motorcycle plate 
designed by the commissioner under section 168.123, subdivision 1, clause (2).

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 16

168.1293 CERTAIN SPECIAL PLATES; AUTHORIZATION, DISCONTINUANCE.
Subdivision 1. Definition. For purposes of this section and section 168.1297, 

“special plate” means a plate authorized by sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b and 2e; 
168.1235; and 168.129, to have wording and graphics that differ from a Minnesota 
passenger vehicle plate.

Subd. 2. Submissions to commissioner, (a) A person, legal entity, or other 
requester, however organized, that plans to seek legislation establishing a new plate 
shall submit the following information and fee to the commissioner:

(1) The requester shall submit a request for the special plate being sought, 
describing the proposed plate in general terms, the purpose of the plate, and the 
proposed fee or minimum contribution required for the plate.

(2) The requester shall submit the results of a scientific sample survey of 
Minnesota motor vehicle owners that indicates that at least 10,000 motor vehicle 
owners intend to purchase the proposed plate with the proposed fee or minimum 
contribution. The requester’s plan to undertake the survey must be reported to the 
commissioner before the survey is undertaken. The survey must be performed indepen
dently of the requester by another person or legal entity, however organized, that 
conducts similar sample surveys in the normal course of business.
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, : (3) The requester shall submit an application fee of $20,000, to cover the cost of 
reviewing the application for a new plate and developing the. new. special plate if 
authorized by law. State funds may not be used to pay the application fee.

(4) The requester shall submit a marketing strategy that contains (i) short-term 
and long-term marketing plans for the requested plate, and (ii) a financial analysis 
showing the anticipated revenues and the planned expenditures of any fee or contribu
tion derived from the requested plate.

(b) The requester shall submit the information required under paragraph (a) to 
the commissioner at least 120 days before the convening of the next regular legislative 
session at which the requester will.submit the proposal.

Subd. 3. Design; redesign, (a) If the proposed new special plate sought by the 
requester is approved by law, the requester shall submit the proposed design for the 
plate to the commissioner as soon as practicable, but not later than 120 days after the 
effective date of the law authorizing issuance of the piate. The commissioner is 
responsible for selecting the final design for the special plate.

(b) The requester that originally requested a special plate subsequently approved 
by law may not submit a new design for. the plate within the five years following the 
date of first issuance of the plate unless the inventory of those plates has been' 
exhausted. The requester may deplete the remaining inventory of the plates by 
reimbursing the commissioner for the cost of the plates.

Subd. 4. Refund of fee. If the special plate requested is not authorized in the 
legislative session at which authorization was sought, the commissioner shall refund 
$17j500 of the application fee to the requester.

Subd. 5. Discontinuance of plate, (a) The commissioner shall discontinue the 
issuance or renewal of any special plate authorized by sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b 
and 2e; 168.1235; and i.68.129, if (1) fewer than 1,000 sets of those plates are currently 
registered at the end of the first six years during which the plates are available, or (2) 
fewer than 1,000 sets of those plates are currently registered at the end of any. 
subsequent two-year period following the first six years of availability.

(b) The commissioner shall discontinue the issuance or renewal of any special 
plate authorized by sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b and 2e; 168.1235; and 168.129, and 
distribution of any contributions resulting from that plate, if the commissioner deter
mines that (1) the fund or requester receiving the contributions no longer exists, (2) the 
requester has stopped providing services that are authorized to be funded from the 
contribution proceeds, (3) the requester has requested discontinuance, or (4) contribu
tions have been used in violation of subdivision 6.

(c) Nothing in this subdivision applies to plates issued under section 168.123, 
168.124,168:125, 168.1251, or 168.1255.

! Subd. 6. Use of contributions. Contributions made as a condition of obtaining a 
special plate authorized by sections 168.12, subdivisions 2b and 2e; 168.1235; and 
168.129, and interest earned on the contributions, may not be spent for commercial or 
for-profit purposes.

Subd. 7- Deposit of fee; appropriation. The commissioner shall deposit the 
application fee under, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause (3), in the vehicle services 
operating account of the special revenue fund under section 299A.705. An amount 
sufficient to pay the department’s cost in implementing and administering this section, 
including payment of refunds under subdivision .4, is appropriated to the commissioner.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 17

168.1296 CRITICAL HABITAT PLATES.
Subdivision 1. General requirements and procedures, (a) The commissioner shall 

issue critical habitat plates to an applicant who:
. (1) is a registered owner of a passenger automobile or recreational equipment;

. (2) pays , a fee of $10 to cover the costs of handling and manufacturing the plates;
(3) pays the registration tax required under section 168.013;
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(4) pays the fees required under this chapter;
(5) contributes a minimum of $30 annually to the Minnesota critical habitat private 

sector matching account established in section 84.943; and
(6) complies with this chapter and rules governing registration of motor vehicles 

and licensing of drivers.
(b) The critical habitat plate application must indicate that the annual contribution 

specified under paragraph (a), clause (5), is a minimum contribution to receive the 
plate and that the applicant may make an additional contribution to the account.

(c) Owners of recreational equipment under paragraph (a), clause (1), are eligible 
only for,special critical habitat license plates for which the designs are selected under 
subdivision 2, on or after January 1, 2006.

(d) Special critical habitat license plates, the designs for which are selected under 
subdivision 2, on or after January 1, 2006, may be personalized according to section 
168.12, subdivision 2a.

Subd. 2. Design. After consultation with interested groups, the commissioner of 
natural resources and the commissioner shall jointly select a suitable symbol for use by 
the commissioner to design the plates.

Subd! 3. No refund. Contributions under this section must not be refunded.
Subd. 4. Plate transfers. Notwithstanding section 168.12, subdivision 1, on payment 

of a transfer fee of $5, plates issued under this section may be transferred to another 
passenger automobile registered to the person to whom the plates were issued.

Subd. 5. Contribution and fees credited. Contributions under subdivision 1, 
paragraph (a), clause (5), must be paid to the commissioner and credited to the 
Minnesota critical habitat private sector matching account established in section 84.943. 
The fees collected under this section must be deposited in the vehicle services 
operating account of the special revenue fund under section 299A.705.

Subd. 6. Record. The commissioner shall maintain a record of the number of 
plates issued under this section.

History: lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 138; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 18

168.1297 SPECIAL “ROTARY MEMBER” PLATES.

Subdivision 1. General requirements and procedures. The commissioner shall issue 
special “Rotary member” plates to an applicant who:

(1) is a registered owner of a passenger automobile;
(2) pays a fee of $10 to cover the costs of handling and manufacturing the plates;
(3) pays the registration tax required under section 168.013;
(4) pays the fees required under this chapter;
(5) submits proof to the commissioner that the applicant is a member of Rotary 

International; and
(6) complies with this chapter and rules governing registration of motor vehicles 

and licensing of drivers.
Subd. 2. Design. A special plate under this section consists of a plate as described 

in section 168.1291 with a unique emblem that is the recognized emblem of Rotary 
International.

Subd. 3. Compliance with other law. The commissioner shall take no action under 
this section unless the commissioner determines that Rotary International, or one or 
more districts of Rotary International, has complied with section 168.1293, subdivision
2, paragraph (a). Issuance and renewal of plates under this scction are subject to 
section 168.1293, subdivisions 3 to 6.

Histoiy: !Sp2005 c 6 art 2 s 19
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168.1298 SPECIAL “SUPPORT OUR TROOPS” PLATES.
Subdivision 1. General requirements and procedures, (a) The commissioner shall 

issue special “Support Our Troops” license plates to an applicant who:
(1) is an owner of a passenger automobile, one-ton pickup truck, recreational 

vehicle, or motorcycle;
(2) pays a fee of $10 to cover the costs of handling and manufacturing the plates;
(3) pays the registration tax required under section 168.013;
(4) pays the fees required under this chapter;
(5) contributes a minimum of $30 annually to the Minnesota “Support Our 

Troops” account established in section 190.19; and
(6) complies with laws and rules governing registration and licensing of vehicles 

and drivers.
(b) The license application under this section must indicate that the annual 

contribution specified under paragraph (a), clause (5), is a minimum contribution to 
receive the plates and that the applicant may make an additional contribution to the 
account.

Subd. 2. Design. After consultation with interested groups, the adjutant general 
and the commissioner of veterans affairs shall design the special plate, subject to the 
approval of the commissioner.

Subd. 3. No refund. Contributions under this section must not be refunded.
Subd. 4. Plate transfers. Notwithstanding section 168.12, subdivision 1, on payment 

of a transfer fee of $5, plates issued under this section may be transferred to another 
passenger automobile, one-ton pickup truck, recreational vehicle, or motorcycle owned 
by the individual to whom the special plates were issued.

Subd. 5. Contribution and fees credited. Contributions under subdivision 1, 
paragraph (a), clause (5), must be paid to the commissioner and credited to the 
Minnesota “Support Our Troops” account established in section 190.19. The fees 
collected under this section must be deposited in the vehicle services operating account 
in the special revenue fund.

Subd. 6. Record. The commissioner shall maintain a record of the number of 
plates issued under this section.

Histoiy: 2005 c 156 art 2 s 30

168.15 RIGHTS AS TO REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE AND PLATES.
Subdivision 1. Transfer of ownership, (a) Upon the transfer of ownership, destruc

tion, theft, dismantling, or permanent removal by the owner from this state of any 
vehicle registered in accordance with this chapter, the right of the owner of the vehicle 
to use the registration certificate and plates assigned to the vehicle expires.

(b) When the ownership of a vehicle is transferred to another person required to 
register the vehicle in this state, the transferor shall assign the registration tax paid to 
the credit of the transferee unless the registration stickers are surrendered to the 
commissioner before the first day of the new registration period.

(c) When seeking to become the owner by gift, trade, or purchase of any vehicle 
for which a registration certificate has been issued under this chapter, a person shall 
join with the registered owner in transmitting with the application for transfer of 
ownership, the registration certificate, with the assignment and notice of sale duly 
executed.

(d) In case of loss of the title or certificate of registration of a vehicle not subject 
to section 325E.15, the person shall make application to the commissioner with proof 
of loss of the title as specified in section 168A.09 and assign a notice of sale of the 
vehicle on the application for title as specified in section 168A.04.

(e) Upon the transfer of any vehicle by a manufacturer or dealer, for use within 
the state, whether by sale, lease, or otherwise, the transferor shall, within ten days after 
the transfer, file with the commissioner (1) a notice containing the date of transfer, a
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description of the vehicle, and the transferee’s name and residence address in the state 
or if not a natural person then the transferee’s business and mailing address, and (2) 
the transferee’s application for registration.

Subd. 2. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 20

168.16 REGISTRATION TAX REFUND; APPROPRIATION.
(a) After the registration tax upon any vehicle has been paid for any registration 

period, refund must be made for errors made in computing the registration tax or fees 
and for the error on the part of an owner who may in error have registered a vehicle 
that was not before, nor at the time of registration, nor at any time thereafter during 
the preceding registration period, subject to registration tax in this state as provided by 
section 168.012.

(b) Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, a claim for a refund of an 
overpayment of registration tax must be filed within 3-1/2 years from the date of 
payment.

(c) The former registered owner of a transferred vehicle, by an assignment in 
writing endorsed upon the registration certificate and delivered to the commissioner 
within the time provided in this subdivision, shall assign, except for vehicles registered 
under section 168.187, to the new owner the right to have the tax paid by the former 
registered owner accredited to the new owner who duly registers the vehicle unless the 
registration stickers are surrendered to the commissioner before the first day of the 
new registration period.

(d) Any owner is entitled to a refund of the unused portion of the registration tax 
paid on the owner’s vehicle upon filing a claim, verified by the commissioner, if the 
vehicle is:

(1) declared by an insurance company to be permanently destroyed due to 
accident, fire, or an Act of God as defined in section 115B.02; or

(2) sold to the federal government, the state, or a political subdivision of the state.
(e) The refund must be equal to the sum of the remaining registration tax 

attributable for the registration period after the month in which the plates and 
certificate of registration or title were returned to the commissioner.

(f) There is hereby appropriated to the persons entitled to a refund, from the fund 
or account in the state treasury to which the money was credited, an amount sufficient 
to make the refund and payment.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s, 21

168.181 NONRESIDENT OWNERS, RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS OR ARRANGE
MENTS.

Subdivision 1. Authority; conditions and limitations. Notwithstanding any provi
sion of law to the contrary or inconsistent herewith, the registrar of motor vehicles with 
the approval of the attorney general is hereby empowered to make agreements with the 
duly authorized representatives of the other states, District of Columbia, territories and 
possessions of the United States, or arrangements with foreign countries or provinces 
exempting the residents of such other states, districts, territories and possessions, and 
foreign countries or provinces using the public streets and highways of this state from 
the payment of any or all motor vehicle taxes or fees imposed by this chapter, subject 
to the following conditions and limitations:

(.1) upon condition that the exemption provided herein shall be operative as to a 
motor vehicle owned by a nonresident only to the extent that under the laws of the 
state, district, territory or possession, or foreign country or province of residence like 
exemptions are granted to motor vehicles registered under the laws and owned by 
residents of Minnesota;

(2) upon condition that any such motor vehicle so operated in this state, by any 
such nonresident shall at all times cariy and display all license number plates or like
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insignia required by the. laws of the state, district, territory or possession, or foreign 
country or province of residence;

(3) upon condition that the exemptions provided herein shall not apply to a 
passenger automobile or travel trailer owned by a resident of any state, district, 
territory or possession, or foreign country or province temporarily residing in this state 
while gainfully employed on the same job for a period of six months or more;

(4) upon condition that the exemptions provided herein shall not apply to motor 
vehicles owned by nonresidents including any foreign corporation and used for carrying 
on intrastate commerce within this state. Such nonresident or foreign corporation shall 
be required to register each such vehicle and pay the same tax and penalties if any 
therefor as is required with reference to like vehicles owned by residents of Minnesota;

(5) upon condition that the exemption provided herein shall not apply to a truck, 
tractor, truck-tractor, or semitrailer, except two-wheeled trailers of less than 3,000 
pounds carrying capacity, if (i) the class of its registration does not permit to it a 
statewide operation in the state, of its registration, or if (ii) the registration fee or tax 
for. which it is registered is computed , on a mileage basis, or if (iii) its gross weight 
exceeds , the gross weight, for which it is registered in the state, district, territory or 
possession, or foreign country or province of its registration;

(6) upon condition that nonresident owners of commercial vehicles, including 
trucks, truck-tractors, trailers, semitrailers, and buses domiciled in a foreign state, 
district, territory or possession, or foreign country or province, and bringing such 
vehicles into the state of Minnesota for the purpose of doing interstate business shall 
be required to comply with all the laws and regulations as to payment of taxes 
applicable to like vehicles owned by Minnesota residents unless the state, district, 
territory or possession, or foreign country or province grants full reciprocity privileges 
comparable to that extended by this section and sections 168.183 to 168.221. In the 
event a state, district, territory or possession, or foreign country or province is not fully 
reciprocal as to taxes or fees on commercial vehicles or buses operated in interstate 
commerce, then in that event such owners of foreign commercial vehicles or buses shall 
be required to pay a tax in . an amount similar to the tax of. whatever character assessed 
by such other state, district, territory or possession, or foreign country or province 
against vehicles registered in Minnesota and operated in interstate commerce in that 
state, district, territory or possession, or foreign country or province. It is further 
provided that such owners of foreign commercial vehicles and buses subject to 
registration under the provisions of this clause shall make application for a permit in 
which shall be set forth the conditions for operation of such vehicles in this state.

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see.M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 47

168.185 USDOT NUMBERS.

(a) An owner of a truck or truck-tractor having a gross vehicle weight of more 
than 10,000 pounds, as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 46, other than a farm 
truck that is not used in interstate1 commerce, shall report to the registrar at the time of 
registration its USDOT carrier number. A person subject to this paragraph who does 
not have a USDOT number shall apply for the number at the time of registration by 
completing a form MCS-150 Motor; Carrier Identification Report, issued by the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety. Administration, or comparable document as determined by the 
registrar. The registrar shall not assign a USDOT carrier number to a vehicle owner 
who is not subject to this paragraph.

(b) Assigned USDOT numbers need not be displayed on the outside of the 
vehicle, but must be made available upon request of a n . authorized agent of the 
registrar, peace officer,, other employees of the State Patrol authorized in chapter 
299D, of employees of the Minnesota Department of Transportation. The vehicle 
owner shall notify the registrar if there is a change to the owner’s USDOT number.
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(c) If an owner fails to report or apply for a USDOT number, the registrar shall 
suspend the owner’s registration.

(d) Until October 1, 2003, paragraphs (a) to (c) do not apply to an agricultural 
fertilizer or agricultural chemical retailer while exclusively engaged in delivering 
fertilizer or agricultural chemicals to a farmer for on-farm use.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 34

168.211 SUBJECTION TO STATE LAWS GENERALLY.
All vehicles operated in Minnesota pursuant to sections 168.181 to 168.221 shall be 

subject to all provisions of law applicable to vehicles owned or operated by Minnesota 
residents except to the extent that exemption is provided from said laws by such 
sections.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 47

168.221 COMMERCIAL VEHICLES; TAXES OR FEES.
The registrar may promulgate such rules as may be necessary to accomplish the 

purpose of section 168.181, subdivision 1, clause (6), as to the payment of partial taxes 
collectible under sections 168.181 to 168.211 and this section and may waive any 
reciprocal agreement required thereunder with any state, district, territory, or posses
sion or arrangements with foreign countries or provinces if under the laws of such state, 
district, territory, or possession or foreign country or province residents of Minnesota 
are privileged to operate motor vehicles upon the streets and highways of such state, 
district, territory, or possession or foreign country or province without the payment of 
taxes or fees of any character whatsoever.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 47 

168.231 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]

168.27 MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS; VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 10, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 11. Dealers’ licenses; location change notice; fee. (a) Application for a 

dealer’s license or notification of a change of location of the place of business on a 
dealer’s license must include a street address, not a post office box, and is subject to 
the commissioner’s approval.

(b) Upon the filing of an application for a dealer’s license and the proper fee, 
unless the application on its face appears to be invalid, the commissioner shall grant a 
90-day temporary license. During the 90-day period following issuance of the temporary 
license, the commissioner shall inspect the place of business site and insure compliance 
with this section and rules adopted under this section.

(c) The commissioner may extend the temporary license 30 days to allow the 
temporarily licensed dealer to come into full compliance with this section and rules 
adopted under this section.

(d) In no more than 120 days following issuance of the temporary license, the 
dealer license must either be granted or denied.

(e) A license must be denied under the following conditions:
(1) The license must be denied if within the previous ten years the applicant was 

enjoined due to a violation of section 325F.69 or convicted of violating section 325E.14, 
325E.15, 325E.16, or 325F.69, or convicted under section 609.53 of receiving or selling 
stolen vehicles, or convicted of violating United States Code, title 15, sections 1981 to 
1991 or pleaded guilty, entered a plea of nolo contendere or no contest, or has beeri: 
found guilty in a court of competent jurisdiction of any charge of failure to pay state or 
federal income or sales taxes or felony charge of forgery, embezzlement, obtaining 
money under false pretenses, theft by swindle, extortion, conspiracy to defraud, or 
bribery.
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(2) . The license must also be denied if within the previous year the applicant has 
been denied a dealer license.

(3) A license must also be denied if the applicant has had a dealer license revoked 
within the previous ten years.

(f) If the application is approved, the commissioner shall license the applicant as a 
dealer for one year from the date the temporary license is granted and issue a 
certificate of license that must include a distinguishing number of identification of the 
dealer. The license must be displayed in a prominent place in the dealer’s licensed 
place of business.

(g) Each initial application for a license must be accompanied by a fee of $100 in 
addition to the annual fee. The annual fee is $150. The initial fees and annual fees 
must be paid into the state treasury and credited to the general fund except that $50 of 
each initial and annual fee must be paid into the vehicle services operating account in 
the special revenue fund under section 299A.705.

: [For text o f subds 12 to 27, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 28. Distribution of plates and stickers. The commissioner may distribute 
registration plates and stickers to be held and issued by new and used motor vehicle 
dealers. A dealer may issue registration plates and stickers only in conjunction with and 
at the time of the sale of a vehicle by the dealer.. A dealer .permitted to hold and issue 
registration plates and stickers must be equipped with electronic transmission technolo
gy and trained in its use. Before receiving registration plates and stickers under this 
subdivision, a dealer must adopt arid implement security and record-keeping require
ments satisfactory to the commissiorier. The commissioner may revoke the authority 
granted under this subdivision for any violation of law or rule governirig the issuance of 
registration plates and stickers, any violation of the dealer’s security aind record-keeping 
plari, or any other action that in the commissioner’s opinion adversely affects the 
registration system. The dealer is financially responsible for the cost and tax value of 
any unaccounted inventory.

Subd. 29. Flexible fuel vehicle notice. At the time a dealer delivers a new flexible 
fuel vehicle, the dealer must provide written notice to the consumer that the vehicle is 
capable of using alternative fuels, including E85 fuel.

History: 2005 c 45 s 1; lSp2005 c 1 art 1 s 81; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 22; !Sp2005 c 7 s 
35 '

168.275 SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE ON SUNDAY FORBIDDEN.
Any person who shall carry on or engage in the business of buying, selling, 

exchanging, dealing in or trading in new or used motor .vehicles; or who shall open any 
place of business or lot wherein the person attempts to or does engage in the business 
of buying, selling, exchanging, dealing or tradirig in new or used motor vehicles; or who 
does buy, sell, exchange, deal or trade in new or used motor vehicles as a business on 
the first day of the week, commonly known and designated as Sunday, is guilty of a. 
misdemeanor for the first offense, and a gross misdemeanor for each succeeding 
offense. This section does not apply to the sale of (1) trailers designed and used 
primarily to transport watercraft, as defined in section 86B.005, subdivision 18, (2) 
trailers designed and used primarily to transport. all-terrain vehicles, as defined in 
section 84.92, subdivision 8, (3) trailers designed and used primarily to transport 
snowmobiles as defined in section 84.81, subdivision 3, or (4) utility trailers as defined 
in section 168.27, subdivision 20.

History: 2005 c 10 art 3 s lO

168.31 REGISTRATION TAX PAYMENT.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4a, see M.S.2004]

, Subd. 5. Refund. For the registration tax paid on any vehicle before the registra
tion period for which that tax was assessed, the owner of the vehicle who paid the tax is

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



16831 VEHICLE REGISTRATION, TAXATION, SALE 40

entitled to full refund if the registration stickers are surrendered before the first day of 
the new registration period.

[For text o f subd 6, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 23

168.326 EXPEDITED DRIVER AND VEHICLES SERVICES; FEE.
(a) When an applicant requests and pays an expedited service fee of $20, in 

addition to other specified and statutorily mandated fees and taxes, the commissioner 
shall expedite the processing of an application for a driver’s license, driving instruction 
pennit, Minnesota identification card, or vehicle title transaction.

(b) A driver’s license agent or deputy registrar may retain $10 of the expedited 
service fee for each expedited service request processed by the licensing agent or 
deputy registrar.

(c) When expedited service is requested, materials must be mailed or delivered to 
the requester within three days of receipt of the expedited service fee excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, Or the holidays listed in section 645.44, subdivision 5. The 
requester shall comply with all relevant requirements of the requested document.

(d) The commissioner may decline to accept an expedited service request if it is 
apparent at the time it is made that the request cannot be granted.

(e) The expedited service fees collected under this section for an. application for a. 
driver’s license, driving instruction permit, or Minnesota identification card minus any 
portion retained by a licensing agent or deputy registrar under paragraph (b) must be 
paid into the driver services operating account in the special, revenue fund specified 
under section 299A.705.

. (f) The expedited service fees collected under this section for a transaction for a 
vehicle service minus any portion retained by a licensing agent or deputy registrar 
under paragraph (b) must be paid into the vehicle services operating account in the 
special revenue fund specified under section 299A.705.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 24

168.327 DRIVER AND VEHICLE RECORD FEES.
Subdivision 1. Records and fees, (a) Upon request by any person authorized in this 

section, the commissioner shall furnish a certified copy of any driver’s license record, 
instruction permit record, Minnesota identification card record, vehicle registration 
record, vehicle title record, or accident record.

(b) Other than accident records governed under section 169.09, subdivision 13, the 
requester shall pay a fee of $10 for each certified record specified in paragraph (a) or a 
fee of $9 for each record that is not certified.

(c) In addition to the record fee in paragraph (b), the fee for a copy of the history 
of any vehicle title not in electronic format is $1 for each page of the historical record.

(d) Fees collected under paragraph (b) for driver’s license, instruction permit, and 
Minnesota identification card records must be paid into the state treasury with 50 cents 
of each fee credited to the general fund. The remainder of the fees collected must be 
credited to the driver services operating account in the special revenue fund under 
section 299A.705.

(e) Fees collected under paragraphs (b) and (c) for vehicle registration or title 
records must be paid into the state treasury with 50 cents of each fee credited to the 
general fund. The remainder of the fees collected must be credited to the vehicle 
services operating account in the special revenue fund specified in section 299A.705.

(f) The commissioner shall permit a person to inquire into a record by the person’s 
own electronic means for a fee of $4.50 for each inquiry, except that no fee may be 
charged when the requester is the subject of the data.

(1) Of the $4.50 fee, $2.70 must be deposited in the general fund.
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(2) For driver’s license, instruction permit, or Minnesota identification card 
records, the remainder must be deposited in the driver services operating account in 
the special revenue fund under section 299A.705.

(3) For vehicle title or registration records, the remainder must be deposited in the 
vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund under section 299A.705.

(g) Fees and the deposit of the fees for accident records and reports are governed 
by section 169.09, subdivision 13.

Subd. 2. Requests for information; surcharge on fee. (a) Except as otherwise 
provided in subdivision 3, the commissioner shall impose a surcharge of 50 cents on 
each fee charged by the commissioner under section 13.03, subdivision 3, for copies or 
electronic transmittals of public information about the registration of a vehicle or an 
applicant, or holder of a driver’s license, instruction permit, or Minnesota identification 
card.

(b) The surcharge only applies to a fee imposed in response to a request made in 
person or by mail, or to a request for transmittal through a computer modem. The 
surcharge does not apply to the request of an individual for information about that 
individual’s driver’s license, instruction permit, or Minnesota identification card or 
about vehicles registered or titled in the individual’s name.

(c) The surcharges collected under this subdivision must be credited to the general 
fund.

Subd. 3. Exception to fee and surcharge, (a) Notwithstanding subdivision 2 or 
section 13.03, a fee or surcharge may not be imposed in response to a request for 
public information about the registration of a vehicle if the commissioner is satisfied 
that:

(1) the requester seeks the information on behalf of a community-based, nonprofit 
organization designated by a local law enforcement agency to be a requester; and

(2) the information is needed to identify suspected prostitution law violators, 
controlled substance law violators, or health code violators.

(b) The commissioner shall not require a requester under paragraph (a) to make a 
minimum number of data requests or limit the requester to a maximum number of data 
requests.

History: !Sp2005.c 6 art 2 s 25

168.33 COMMISSIONER AS REGISTRAR OF VEHICLES; DEPUTY REGISTRARS.
Subdivision 1. Commissioner’s duties and powers, generally. The commissioner of 

public safety is the registrar of vehicles of the state of Minnesota, and shall exercise all 
the powers granted to and perform all the duties imposed by this chapter. The 
commissioner of public safety is authorized to obtain information about all vehicles 
subject to taxation under this chapter upon which the tax has not been paid, and to 
present suitable complaints to courts of competent jurisdiction.

Subd. 2. Deputy registrars, (a) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause 
discontinue, a deputy registrar for any statutory or home rule charter city as the public 
interest and convenience may require, without regard to whether the county auditor of 
the county in which the city is situated has been appointed as the deputy registrar for 
the county or has been discontinued as the deputy registrar for the county, and without 
regard to whether the county in which the city is situated has established a county 
license bureau that issues motor vehicle licenses as provided in section 373.32.

(b) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause discontinue, a deputy registrar 
for any statutory or home rule charter city as the public interest and convenience may 
require, if the auditor for the county in which the city is situated chooses not to accept 
appointment as the deputy registrar for the county or is discontinued as a deputy 
registrar, or if the county in which the city is situated has not established a county 
license bureau that issues motor vehicle licenses as provided in section 373.32. The 
individual appointed by the commissioner as a deputy registrar for any statutory or 
home rule charter city must be a resident of the county in which the city is situated.
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(c) The commissioner may appoint, and for cause discontinue, the county auditor 
of each county as a deputy registrar.

(d) Despite any other provision, a person other than a county auditor or a director 
of a county license bureau, who was appointed by the registrar before August 1, 1976, 
as a deputy registrar for any statutory or home rule charter city, may continue to serve 
as deputy registrar and may be discontinued for cause only by the commissioner. The 
county auditor who appointed the deputy registrars is responsible for the acts of deputy 
registrars appointed by the auditor.

(e) Each deputy, before entering upon the discharge of duties, shall take and 
subscribe an oath to faithfully discharge the duties and to uphold the laws of the state.

(f) If a deputy registrar appointed under this subdivision is not an officer or 
employee of a county or statutory or home rule charter city, the deputy shall in 
addition give bond to the state in the sum of $10,000, or a larger sum as may be 
required by the commissioner, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of duties as 
deputy registrar.

(g) Until January 1, 2012, a corporation governed by chapter 302A may be 
appointed a deputy registrar. Upon application by an individual serving as a deputy 
registrar and the giving of the requisite bond as provided in this subdivision, personally 
assured by the individual or another individual approved by the commissioner, a 
corporation named in an application then becomes the duly appointed and qualified 
successor to the deputy registrar. The appointment of any corporation as a deputy 
registrar expires January 1, 2009. The commissioner shall appoint an individual as 
successor to the corporation as a deputy registrar. The commissioner shall appoint as 
the successor agent to a corporation whose appointment expires under this paragraph 
an officer of the corporation if the officer applies for appointment before July 1, 2009.

(h) Each deputy registrar appointed under this subdivision shall keep and maintain 
office locations approved by the commissioner for the registration of vehicles and the 
collection of taxes and fees on vehicles.

(i) The deputy registrar shall keep records and make reports to the commissioner 
as the commissioner requires. The records must be maintained at the offices of the 
deputy registrar. The records and offices of the deputy registrar must at all times be 
open to the inspection of the commissioner or the commissioner’s agents. The deputy 
registrar shall report to the commissioner by the next working day following receipt all 
registrations made and taxes and fees collected by the deputy registrar.

(j) The filing fee imposed under subdivision 7 must be deposited in the treasury of 
the place for -which appointed or, if not a public official, a deputy shall retain the filing 
fee, but the registration tax and any additional fees for delayed registration the deputy 
registrar has collected the deputy registrar shall deposit by the next working day 
following receipt in an approved state depository to the credit of the state through the 
commissioner of finance. The place for which the deputy registrar is appointed through 
its governing body must provide the deputy registrar with facilities and personnel to 
carry out the duties imposed by this subdivision if the deputy is a public official. In all 
other cases, the deputy shall maintain a suitable facility for serving the public.

Subd. 2a. Deputy registrars, continuation in office. Persons serving as deputy 
registrars on July 1, 1970, shall continue to hold office until a successor is duly 
appointed and qualifies.

Subd. 2b. Deputy registrars, employment status, (a) Deputy registrars, and their 
employees, who retain the filing fee in lieu of a salary, shall, after July 1, 1971, be 
considered as independent contractors for pension purposes, and ineligible because of 
such service for coverage under the Minnesota State Retirement System or member
ship in the Public Employees Retirement Association.

(b) Those deputy registrars as defined in this subdivision who are covered by the 
Minnesota State Retirement System on June 30, 1971, may terminate coverage on July
1, 1971, or continue coverage until termination of state service. The form of this option 
and the time for filing must be as prescribed by the board of directors of the system.
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Those choosing to continue coverage shall provide from the filing fees retained the 
employee and employer contributions as required by chapter 352.

Subd. 3. [Renumbered 168.0185]
Subd. 6. Application. Every deputy registrar shall use application forms or formats 

as prescribed by or approved by the commissioner.
Subd. 7. Filing fees; allocations, (a) In addition to all other statutory fees and 

taxes, a filing fee of:
(1) $4.50 is imposed on every vehicle registration renewal, excluding pro rate 

transactions; and
(2) $8.50 is imposed on every other type of vehicle transaction, including pro rate 

transactions;

except that a filing fee may not be charged for a document returned for a refund or for 
a correction of an error made by the Department of Public Safety, a dealer, or a deputy 
registrar. The filing fee must be shown as a separate item on all registration renewal 
notices sent out by the commissioner. No filing fee or other fee may be charged for the 
permanent surrender of a title for a vehicle.

(b) All of the fees collected under paragraph (a), clause (1), by the department, 
must be paid into the vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund 
under section 299A.705. Of the fee collected under paragraph (a), clause (2), by the 
department, $3.50 must be paid into the general fund with the remainder deposited 
into the vehicle services operating account in the special revenue fund under section 
299A.705.

Subd. 8. Disability certificates. The commissioner shall allow deputy registrars to 
implement and follow procedures for processing applications and accepting and 
remitting fee payments for disability certificates issued under section 169.345, subdivi
sion 3c, that are identical or substantially similar to the procedures required by law or 
rule for vehicle registration and titling transactions.

Subd. 8a. Electronic transmission. If the commissioner accepts electronic transmis
sion of a motor vehicle transfer and registration by a new or used motor vehicle dealer, 
a deputy registrar who is equipped with electronic transmission technology and trained 
in its use shall receive the filing fee provided for in subdivision 7 and review the 
transfer of each new or used motor vehicle to determine its genuineness and regularity 
before issuance of a certificate of title, and shall receive and retain the filing fee under 
subdivision 7, paragraph (a), clause (ii).

Subd. 9. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules for administering and enforcing 
section 168.0185 and this section.

History: 2005 c 10 art 1 s 28; 2005 c 45 s 2,3; 2005 c 64 s 6; lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 
26,47

168.345 USE OF VEHICLE REGISTRATION INFORMATION.
Subdivision 1. Information by telephone. Information about vehicle registrations 

shall not be furnished on the telephone to any person except the personnel of law 
enforcement agencies and the personnel of governmental motor vehicle and registra
tion offices.

Subd. 2. Lessees; information. The commissioner may not furnish information 
about registered owners of passenger automobiles who are lessees under a lease for a 
term of 180 days or more to any person except the personnel of law enforcement 
agencies and federal, state, and local governmental units, and, at the commissioner’s 
discretion, to persons who use the information to notify lessees of automobile recalls. 
The commissioner may release information about lessees in the form of summary data, 
as defined in section 13:02, to persons who use the information in conducting statistical 
analysis and market research.

Subd. 3. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 48]
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Subd. 4. [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 .art 2 s 48]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 27,28

168.346 PRIVACY OF PERSONAL INFORMATION.
Subdivision 1. Vehicle registration data; federal compliance, (a) Data on an 

individual provided to register a vehicle shall be treated as provided by United States 
Code, title 18, section 2721, as in effect on May 23, 2005, and shall be disclosed as 
required or permitted by that section.

(b) The registered owner of a vehicle who is an individual may consent in writing 
to the commissioner to disclose the individual’s personal information exempted by 
United States Code, title 18, section 2721, to any person who makes a written request 
for the personal information. If the registered owner is an individual and so authorizes 
disclosure, the commissioner shall implement the request.

(c) If authorized by the registered owner as indicated in paragraph (b), the 
registered owner’s personal information may be used, rented, or sold solely for bulk 
distribution by organizations for business purposes including surveys, marketing, or 
solicitation.

Subd. 2. Personal information disclosure for public safety. The commissioner shall 
disclose personal information when the use is related to the operation or use of a 
vehicle or to public safety. The use of personal information is related to public safety if 
it concerns the physical safety or security of drivers, vehicles, pedestrians, or property. 
The commissioner may refuse to disclose data under this subdivision when the 
commissioner concludes that the requester is likely to use the data for illegal, improper, 
or noninvestigative purposes.

Subd. 3. Privacy classification for personal safety. The registered owner of a 
vehicle who is an individual may request, in writing, that the registered owner’s 
residence address or name and residence address be classified as “private data on 
individuals,” as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12. The commissioner shall grant 
the classification on receipt of a signed statement by the registered owner that the 
classification is required for the safety of the registered owner or the registered owner’s 
family, if the statement also provides a valid, existing address where the registered 
owner consents to receive service of process. The commissioner shall use the service of 
process mailing address in place of the registered owner’s residence address in all 
documents and notices pertaining to the vehicle. The residence address or name and 
residence address and any information provided in the classification request, other than 
the individual’s service for process mailing address, are private data on individuals but 
may be provided to requesting law enforcement agencies, probation and parole 
agencies, and public authorities, as defined in section 518.54, subdivision 9.

Histoiy: 2005 c 163 s 58

168.381 MANUFACTURE OF VEHICLE PLATES; APPROPRIATIONS.
Subdivision 1. Correctional facilities; other manufacturers, (a) Plates required by 

this chapter may be manufactured by the Minnesota Correctional Facility-St. Cloud, 
the Minnesota Correctional Facility-Stillwater, or other facility established by law for 
the confinement of persons convicted of felony, upon order from the commissioner. 
The order must state the quality of material desired in the plates, the plate specifica
tions, and the amount or number desired.

(b) Should the commissioner of corrections decide not to supply the required 
quantity of plates, or discontinue the manufacture of plates, the commissioner of public 
safety is authorized to seek other suppliers on a competitive basis.

Subd. 2. Laboratory testing; costs, (a) Materials purchased to be used in the 
manufacture of plates must be tested as to conformance with specifications established 
by the commissioner in a privately operated laboratory service to be designated by the 
commissioner. The cost of the laboratory must be included in the cost of materials 
purchased.
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(b) The cost of delivery of plates to the commissioner at places designated by the 
commissioner must be included in the expenses incurred in their manufacture.

Subd. 3. Specifications. The commissioner shall establish new or revised specifica
tions for the material and equipment used in the manufacture of plates ordered for 
manufacture after August 1, 1975, and may from time to time revise the specifications; 
provided that the specifications conform to the requirements of section 168.12. In 
establishing new or. revised specifications, the commissioner shall consult with and give 
consideration to the advice and recommendations of representatives of the Minnesota 
State Patrol, local police officers’ associations, and the county sheriffs’ association.

Subd. 4. Appropriations, (a) Money appropriated to the Department of Public 
Safety to procure the plates for any fiscal year or years is available for allotment, 
encumbrance, and expenditure from and after the date of the enactment of the 
appropriation. Materials and equipment used in the manufacture of plates are subject 
only to the approval of the commissioner.

(b) This section contemplates that money to be appropriated to the Department of 
Public Safety to carry out the terms and provisions of this section will be appropriated 
by the legislature from the highway user tax distribution fund.

(c) A sum sufficient is appropriated annually from the vehicle services operating 
account in the special revenue fund to the commissioner to pay the costs of purchasing, 
delivering, and mailing plates, registration stickers, and registration notices.

. History: JSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 29

168.54 MOTOR VEHICLES, TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP.
Subd. 4. Transfer fee. A fee of $3 is imposed upon every transfer of ownership by 

the commissioner of any vehicle for which a registration certificate has heretofore been 
issued under this chapter, except vehicles sold for the purposes of salvage, dismantling, 
or permanent,removal from the state.

Subd. 5. Proceeds to general fund. The commissioner shall collect the proceeds of 
the fee imposed under this section and deposit them in the general fund pursuant to 
section 168A.31.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 30,31

168.66 MOTOR VEHICLE RETAIL INSTALLMENT SALES; DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f  subds 1 and 12, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 14. Cash sale price. “Cash sale price” means the price at which the seller 

would in good faith sell to the buyer, and the buyer would in good faith buy from the 
seller, the motor vehicle which is the subject matter of the retail installment contract, if 
such sale were a sale for cash, instead of a retail installment sale. The cash sale price 
may include any taxes, charges for delivery, servicing, repairing, or improving the motor 
vehicle, including accessories and their installation, and any other charges agreed upOn 
between the parties. The cash price may not include a documentary fee or document 
administration fee in excess of $50 for services actually rendered to, for, or on behalf 
of, the retail buyer in preparing, handling, and processing documents relating to the 
motor vehicle and the closing of the retail sale. “Documentary fee” and “document 
administration fee” do not include an optional electronic transfer fee as defined under 
subdivision 25.

[For text o f subds 15 to 24, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 25. Optional electronic transfer fee. “Optional electronic transfer fee” 

means a charge for services agreed upon between the parties for electronic transmis
sion Of ownership records. The charge must be separately stated and identified as 
“optional electronic transfer fee” on the sales agreement maintained under Minnesota 
Rules, part ■ 7400.5200. At least half of the fee must be paid to an electronic 
transmission service provider.

History: 2005 c 45 s 4,5
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168.831 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.832 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.833 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.834 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.835 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.836 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]

168.837 [Repealed, lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 108]
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