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CHAPTER 135A 

PUBLIC POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
M innesota academ ic excellence 
scholarship.
Program and qualifications.

135A.031 APPROPRIATIONS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES.

[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Determination of instructional services base. The instructional services 
base for each public postsecondary system is the sum of: (1) the state share; and (2) the 
legislatively estimated tuition for the sccond year of the most recent biennium; and (3) 
performance as calculated in subdivision 5.

Subd. 4. Enrollments for budgeting. For all purposes where student enrollment is 
used for budgeting purposes, student enrollment shall be measured in full-year 
equivalents and shall include only enrollments in courses that award credit or otherwise 
satisfy any of the requirements of an academic or vocational program.

[For text o f  subds 5 to 7, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 107 art 2 s 1,2
N O TE: T h e amendments to subdivisions 3 and 4  by Laws 2005, chapter 107, article 2, sections 1 and 2, respectively, are 

effective Jun e 30, 2007. Laws 2005, chapter 107, article 2, sections 1 and 2, the effective dates.

135A.052 POSTSECONDARY MISSIONS.
Subdivision 1. Statement of missions. The legislature recognizes each type of 

public postsecondary institution to have a distinctive mission within the overall provi
sion of public higher education in the state and a responsibility to cooperate with each 
other. These missions are as follows:

(1) the technical colleges shall offer vocational training and education to prepare 
students for skilled occupations that do not require a baccalaureate degree;

(2) the community colleges shall offer lower division instruction in academic 
programs, occupational programs in which all credits earned will be accepted for 
transfer to a baccalaureate degree in the same field of study, and remedial studies, for 
students transferring to baccalaureate institutions and for those seeking associate 
degrees;

(3) consolidated community technical colleges shall offer the same types of 
instruction, programs, certificates, diplomas, and degrees as the technical colleges and 
community colleges offer;

(4) the state universities shall offer undergraduate and graduate instruction 
through the master’s degree, including specialist certificates, in the liberal arts and 
sciences and professional education, and may offer applied doctoral degrees in 
education, business, psychology, physical therapy, audiology, and nursing; and

(5) the University of Minnesota shall offer undergraduate, graduate, and profes
sional instruction through the doctoral degree, and shall be the primary state supported 
academic agency for research and extension services.

It is part of the mission of each system that within the system’s resources the 
system’s governing board and chancellor or president shall endeavor to:

(a) prevent the waste or unnecessary spending of public money;
(b) use innovative fiscal and human resource practices to manage the state’s 

resources and operate the system as efficiently as possible;
(c) coordinate the system’s activities wherever appropriate with the activities of the 

other system and governmental agencies;
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(d) use technology where appropriate to increase system productivity, improve 
customer service, increase public access to information about the system, and increase 
public participation in the business of the system;

(e) utilize constructive and cooperative labor-management practices to the extent 
otherwise required by chapters 43A and 179A; and

(f) recommend to the legislature appropriate changes in law necessary to carry out 
the mission of the system.

History: 2005 c 107 art 2 s  3

135A.165 DEAF STUDENTS; TUITION ASSISTANCE.
(a) For the purpose of this section, a “deaf person” means an individual with a 

hearing loss of such severity that the individual must depend primarily on visual 
communication, such as writing, lip reading, manual communication, and gestures.

(b) A deaf person, who is a resident student as defined in section 136A.101, 
subdivision 8, is entitled to tuition assistance for the tuition and fees remaining after 
deducting any federal or state grants or other public or private grants made to the 
person for the purpose of paying the tuition and fees at a Minnesota state college or 
university or the University, of Minnesota. A deaf person must receive either a federal 
Pell grant or a state grant under section 136A. 121 for a term to receive tuition 
assistance for that term.

History: 2005 c 107 art 2 s 4

135A.30 MINNESOTA ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP.

[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Selection of recipients. The governing board of an eligible institution shall 
determine, in consultation with its campuses, application dates and procedures, criteria 
to be considered, and methods of selecting students to receive scholarships. A campus, 
with the approval of its governing board, may award a scholarship in any field of study.

Subd. 4. Amount of scholarship. The amount of the scholarship may be (1) at 
public institutions, up to the cost of tuition and fees for full-time attendance for one 
academic year, or (2) at private institutions, an amount up to the lesser of the actual 
tuition and fees charged by the institution or the tuition and fees in comparable public 
institutions. Scholarships awarded under this section must not be considered in 
determining a student’s financial need as provided in section 136A.101, subdivision 5.

Subd. 5. Renewals. The scholarship may be renewed yearly, for up to three 
additional academic years, if the student:

(1) maintains full-time enrollment with a grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 
four point scale;

(2) pursues studies and continues to demonstrate outstanding ability, achievement, 
and potential in the field for which the award was made; and

(3) is achieving satisfactory progress toward a degree.

[For text o f  subds 6 to 8, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 107 art 2 s 5-7

135A.52 PROGRAM AND QUALIFICATIONS.
Subdivision 1. Fees and tuition. Except for an administration fee established by the 

governing board at a level to recover costs, to be collected only when a course is taken 
for credit, a senior citizen who is a legal resident of Minnesota is entitled without 
payment of tuition or activity fees to attend courses offered for credit, audit any 
courses offered for credit, or enroll in any noncredit courses in any state supported 
institution of higher education in Minnesota when space is available after all tuition- 
paying students have been accommodated. A senior citizen enrolled under this section 
must pay any materials, personal property, or service charges for the course. In
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addition, a senior citizen who is enrolled in a course for credit must pay an 
administrative fee in an amount established by the governing board of the institution to 
recover the course costs. There shall be no administrative fee charges to a senior 
citizen auditing a course. For the purposes of this section and section 135A.51, the 
term “noncredit courses” shall not include those courses, designed and offered specifi
cally and exclusively for senior citizens.

The provisions of this section and section 135A.51 do not apply to noncredit 
courses designed and offered by the University of Minnesota, and the Minnesota State 
Colleges and Universities specifically and exclusively for senior citizens. Senior citizens 
enrolled under the provisions of this section and section 135A.51 shall not be included 
by such institutions in their computation of full-time equivalent students when request
ing staff or appropriations.

Subd. 2. Term; income of senior citizens, (a) Except under paragraph (b), there 
shall be no limit to the number of terms, quarters or semesters a senior citizen may 
attend courses, nor income limitation imposed in determining eligibility.

(b) A senior citizen enrolled in a closed enrollment contract training or profession
al continuing education program is not eligible for benefits under subdivision 1.

[For text o f  subds 3 to 5, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: 2005 c 107 art 2 s 8,9
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