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115.06 COOPERATION.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4. Citizen monitoring of water quality, (a) The agency may encourage 
citizen monitoring of ambient water quality for public waters by:

(1) providing technical assistance to citizen and local group water quality monitor­
ing efforts;

(2) integrating citizen monitoring data into water quality assessments and agency 
programs, provided that the data adheres to agency quality assurance and quality 
control protocols; and

(3) seeking public and private funds to:
(i) collaboratively develop clear guidelines for water quality monitoring procedures 

and data management practices for specific data and information uses;
(ii) distribute the guidelines to citizens, local governments, and other interested 

parties;
(iii) improve and expand water quality monitoring activities carried out by the 

agency; and
(iv) continue to improve electronic and Web access to water quality data and 

information about public waters that have been either fully or partially assessed.
(b) This subdivision does not authorize a citizen to enter onto private property for 

any purpose.
(c) By January 15 of each odd-numbered year, the commissioner shall report to 

the senate and house of representatives committees with jurisdiction over environmen­
tal policy and finance on activities under this section.

History: !Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 125

115.55 INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 5. Inspection, (a) An inspection shall be required for all new construction or 
replacement of a system to determine compliance with agency rule or local standards. 
The manner and timing of inspection may be determined by the applicable local 
ordinance. The inspection requirement may be satisfied by a review by the designated 
local official of video, electronic, photographic, or other evidence of compliance 
provided by the installer.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision 5b, paragraph (b), a local unit of government 
may not issue a building permit or variance for the addition of a bedroom on property 
served by a system unless the system is in compliance with the applicable requirements, 
as evidenced by a certificate of compliance issued by a licensed inspector or site 
evaluator or designer. A local unit of government may temporarily waive the certificate 
of compliance requirement for a building permit or variance for which application is 
made during the period from November 1 to April 30, provided that an inspection of 
the system is performed by the following June 1 and the applicant submits a certificate 
of compliance by the following September 30. This paragraph does not apply if the
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local unit of government does not have an ordinance requiring a building permit to add 
a bedroom.

(c) A certificate of compliance for an existing system is valid for three years from 
the date of issuance unless the local unit of government finds evidence of an imminent 
threat to public health or safety requiring removal and abatement under section 
145A.04, subdivision 8.

(d) A certificate of compliance for a new system is valid for five years from the 
date of issuance unless the local unit of government finds evidence of an imminent 
threat to public health or safety requiring removal and abatement under section 
145A.04, subdivision 8.

(e) A licensed inspector who inspects an existing system may subsequently design 
and install a new system for that property, provided the inspector is licensed to install 
individual sewage treatment systems.

(f) No system professional may use the professional’s position with government, 
either as an employee or a contractor, to solicit business for the professional’s private 
system enterprise.

[For text o f  subds 5a to 10, see M.S.2004]

History: lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 126

115.551 TANK FEE.
(a) An installer shall pay a fee of $25 for each septic system tank installed in the 

previous calendar year. The fees required under this section must be paid to the 
commissioner by January 30 of each year. The revenue derived from the fee imposed 
under this section shall be deposited in the environmental fund and is exempt from 
section 16A.1285.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), for the purposes of performance-based individ­
ual sewage treatment systems, the tank fee is limited to $25 per household system 
installation.

History: lSp2005 c 1 art 2 s 127
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