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84A.02 DEPARTMENT TO MANAGE PRESERVE.
(a) The Department of Natural Resources shall manage arid control the Red Lake 

Game . Preserve. The department may adopt and enforce rules for the care, preserva
tion, protection, breeding, propagation, and disposition of all species of wildlife in the 
preserve. The department may adopt and enforce rules, for the regulation, issuance, 
sale, and revocation of special licenses or special permits for hunting, fishing, camping, 
and other uses of this area, consistent with sections 84A.01 to 84A.11. The department 
may by rule set the terms, conditions, and charges for these licenses and permits.

(b) The rules may specify and control the terms under which wildlife may be taken, 
captured, or killed in the preserve, and under which fur-bearing animals, or animals 
and fish otherwise having commercial value, may be taken, captured, trapped, killed, 
sold, and removed from it. These rules, may also provide for (1) the afforestation and 
reforestation of state lands in the preserve, (2) the sale of merchantable timber from 
these lands when, in the opinion of the department, it can be sold and removed without 
damage or injury to the further use and development of the land for wildlife and game 
in the preserve, and (3) the purposes for which the preserve is established by sections 
84A.01 to 84A.11

(c) The department may provide for the policing of the preserve as necessary for 
its proper development and use for the purposes specified. T h e . commissioner of 
natural resources may employ and designate individuals according to section 85:04 to 
enforce laws governing the use of the preserve. '

(d) The department shall also adopt and enforce rules concerning the burning of 
grass, timber slashings, and other flammable matter, and the clearing, development, 
and use of lands in the preserve as necessary to prevent forest , fires and grass fires that 
would injure the use and development of this area for wildlife preservation and 
propagation and to protect its forest and wooded areas.

(e) Lands within the preserve are subject to the rules, whether owned by the state 
or privately, consistent with the rights of the private owners and with applicable state 
law. The rules may establish areas and zones within the preserve where hunting, fishing, 
trapping, or camping is prohibited or specially regulated, to protect and propagate 
particular wildlife in the preserve.

(f) Rules adopted under sections 84A.01 to 84A.11 must be posted on the 
boundaries of the preserve..

History: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 36 

84A.04 COUNTY AUDITOR TO MAKE LIST OF LANDS.

Subd. 3. Reports of land redemptions. When redemption is made of any parcel of 
land within the preserve that has been bid in for the state at any tax sale for taxes 
levied before April 19, 1929, or when the tax liens on the land are assigned to an actual 
purchaser, the county auditor shall report the fact to the commissioner of natural 
resources, and the county treasurer shall send the proceeds of redemption to the 
commissioner of finance.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2002]
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15 LANDS DEDICATED FOR CONSERVATION 84A.U

Subd. 4. Drainage ditch , bonds; reports, (a) After each distribution of the tax 
collections on the June and November tax settlements, the county auditor shall certify 
to the commissioner of natural resources the following information relating to bonds 
issued to finance or refinance public drainage ditches wholly or partly within the 
preserve and the collection of assessments levied on account of the ditches:

(1) the amount of principal and interest to. become, due on the bonds before, the 
next tax settlement and distribution;

(2) the amount of money collected from the drainage assessments, and credited to 
the funds of these ditches; and :

(3) the amount of the deficit in the ditch fund of the county chargeable to the 
ditches.

(b) On approving this certificate, the commissioner of natural resources shall draw 
a warrant or warrants on the commissioner of finance, payable out of the Red Lake 
Game Preserve fund, for the amount of the deficit in favor of the county.

(c) As to public drainage ditches wholly within the’preserve, the amount paid to or 
for the benefit of the county under paragraph (b) must, never exceed the principal and 
interest of the bonds issued to finance and refinance the ditches outstanding after April 
19, 1929, less money on hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of the ditches. The 
liability shall be reduced, from time to time, by the amount of all payments of 
assessments extended after April 19, 1929, made by the owners of lands assessed.before 
that date for benefits on account of the ditches.

(d) As to public drainage ditches partly within and partly outside the preserve, the 
amount paid to or for the benefit of the county must never exceed a certain percentage 
of bonds issued to finance and refinance the ditches so outstanding, less money on 
hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of the ditches after April 19, 1929. This 
percentage must bear the same proportion to the whole amount of the bonds as the 
original benefits assessed against lands within the preserve beair to the original total 
benefits assessed to the entire system of ditches. The liability shall be reduced; from 
time to time, by the payments of all assessments extended after April 19,1929, made by 
the owners of lands in the preserve, of assessments for benefits assessed before April 
19,1929, on account of the ditch.

(e) The commissioner of natural resources may provide and prescribe the forms 
for reports required by sections 84A.01 to 84A.11 and: require any additional informa
tion from county officials that the commissioner of finance- finds necessary for the 
proper administration of sections 84A.01 to 84A.11.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50

84A.11 WHEN BONDS PAID IN PART BY COUNTIES.
A county containing a portion of the preserve may voluntarily assume, in the 

manner specified in this,section, the obligation to pay a portion of the principal and 
interest of the bonds issued before April 19, 1929, and remaining unpaid at maturity, of 
any school district or town in the county and wholly or partly within the preserve. The 
portion must bear the same proportion to the whole of the unpaid principal and 
interest as the 1928 assessed valuation of lands then acquired by the state under 
sections 84A.01 to 84A.11 in that school district or town bears to the total 1928 
assessed valuation of the school district or town.

This assumption must be evidenced by a resolution of the cpunty board. A copy of 
the resolution must be certified to the commissioner, of finance within one. year after 
the passage of sections 84A.01 to 84A.11.

After that time, if any bonds remain unpaid at maturity, the county board shall, 
upon demand of the governing body of the school district or town or of a bondholder, 
provide for the payment of the portion assumed. The county board shall levy general 
taxes on all the taxable property of the county for that purpose, or shall issue its bonds 
to raise the sum needed conforming to law respecting the issuance of county refunding
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84A.11 LANDS DEDICATED FOR CONSERVATION 16

bonds. The proceeds of these taxes or bonds must be paid by the county treasurer to 
the treasurers of the respective school districts or towns.

If a county fails to adopt and. certify this resolution, the commissioner of finance 
shall withhold from the payments to be made to the county, under section 84A.04, a 
sum equal to that portion of the principal and interest of these outstanding bonds that 
bears the same proportion to the whole principal and interest as the 1928 assessed 
valuation of lands acquired by the state within th e  preserve bears to the total 1928 
assessed valuation of the school district or town. The money withheld must be set aside 
in the state treasury and not paid to the county until the full principal and interest of 
these school district and town bonds is paid.

If any bonds remain unpaid at maturity, upon the demand of the governing body 
of the school district or town,, or a bondholder, the commissioner of finance shall issue 
to the treasurer of the school district or town a warrant for that portion of the past due 
principal and interest computed as in the case of the county liability authorized to be 
voluntarily assumed. Money received by a school district or town under this section 
must be applied to the payment of these past due bonds and interest.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 9

84A.21 DEPARTMENT TO MANAGE PROJECTS.
(a) The department shall manage and control each project approved and accepted 

under section 84A.20. The department may adopt and enforce rules for the purposes in 
section 84A.20, subdivision 1, for the prevention of forest fires in the projects, and for 
the sale of merchantable timber from lands so acquired by the state; when, in the 
opinion of the department, the timber may be sold and removed without damage to the 
project. .

(b) These rules may relate to the care, preservation, protection, breeding, propa
gation, and disposition of any species of wildlife in the project and the regulation, 
issuance, sale, and revocation of special licenses or special permits for hunting, fishing, 
camping, and other uses of the areas consistent with applicable state law.

(c) The department may provide for the policing of each project as needed for the 
proper development, use, and protection of the project and its purposes. The commis
sioner of natural resources may employ and designate individuals according to section
85.04 to enforce laws governing the use of the projects.

(d) Lands within a project are subject to these rules, whether owned by the state 
or. privately, consistent with the rights of the private owners or with applicable state 
law. The rules must be published once in one qualified newspaper in each county 
affected and take effect after publication. They must also be posted on the boundaries 
of each project affected.

Histoiy: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 37 

84A.23 COUNTY AUDITOR TO CERTIFY TAX-DELINQUENT LANDS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 3. Redemption or lien assignment; proceeds. When redemption is made of 
any parcel of the land within a project that has been bid in for the state at a tax sale for 
taxes levied before April 25, 1931, or when tax liens on these lands are assigned to an 
actual purchaser, the county auditor shall report the fact to the commissioner of 
finance, and the county treasurer shall send the proceeds of the redemption or 
assignment to the commissioner of finance.

Subd. 4. Drainage ditch bonds; reports, (a) Immediately after a project is 
approved and accepted and then after each distribution of the tax collections on the 
June and November tax settlements, the county auditor shall certify to the commission
er of finance the following information relating to bonds issued to finance or refinance 
public drainage ditches wholly or partly within the projects, and the collection of 
assessments levied on account of the ditches:
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17 LANDS DEDICATED FO R. CONSERVATION 84A.32

(1) the amount of principal and interest to become due on the bonds before the 
next tax settlement and distribution;

(2) the amount of money collected from the drainage assessments and credited to 
the funds of the ditches; and

(3) the amount of the deficit in the ditch fund of the county chargeable to the 
ditches.

(b) On approving the certificate, the commissioner of finance shall draw a warrant, 
payable out of the fund pertaining to the project, for the amount of the deficit in favor 
of the county.

(c) As to public drainage ditches wholly within a project, the amount of money 
paid to or for the benefit of the county under paragraph (b) must never exceed the 
principal and interest of the bonds issued to finance or refinance the ditches outstand
ing at the time of the passage and approval of sections 84A.20 to 84A.30, less money 
on hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of the ditches. The liabilities must be 
reduced from time to time by the amount of all payments of assessments after April 25, 
1931, made by the owners of lands assessed before that date for benefits on account of 
the ditches.

(d) As to public drainage ditches partly within and partly outside a project, the 
amount paid from the fund pertaining to the project to or for the benefit of the county 
must never exceed a certain percentage of bonds issued to finance and refinance the 
ditches so outstanding, less money on hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of the 
ditches on April 25, 1931. The percentage must bear the same proportion to the whole 
amount of these bonds as the original benefits assessed against lands within the project 
bear to the original total benefits assessed to the entire system of the ditches. This 
liability shall be reduced from time to time by the payments of all assessments extended 
after April 25, 1931, made by the owners of lands Within the project of assessments for 
benefits assessed before that date on account of a ditch.

(e) The commissioner of finance may provide and prescribe forms for reports 
required by sections 84A.20 to 84A.30 and require any additional information from 
county officials that the commissioner of finance considers necessary for the proper 
administration of sections 84A.20 to 84A.30.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 10,50

84A.32 DEPARTMENT TO MANAGE PROJECTS.
Subdivision 1. Rules, (a) The department shall manage and control each project 

approved and accepted under section 84A.31. The department may adopt and enforce 
rules for the purposes in section 84A.31, subdivision 1, for the prevention of forest fires 
in the projects, and for the sale of merchantable timber from lands acquired by the 
state in the projects when, in the opinion of the department, the timber may be sold 
and removed without damage to the purposes of the projects. Rules must not interfere 
with, destroy, or damage any privately owned property without just compensation being 
made to the owner of the private property by purchase or in lawful condemnation 
proceedings. The rules may relate to the care, preservation, protection, breeding, 
propagation, and disposition of any species of wildlife in the projects and the 
regulation, issuance, sale, and revocation of special licenses or special permits for 
hunting, fishing, camping, or other uses of these areas consistent with applicable state 
law.

(b) The department may provide for the policing of each project as necessary for 
the proper development, use, and protection of the project, and of its purpose. The 
commissioner of natural resources may employ and designate individuals according to 
section 85.04 to enforce laws governing the use of the projects.

(c) Lands within the project are subject to these rules, whether owned by the state, 
or privately, consistent with the constitutional rights of the private owners or with 
applicable state law. The department may exclude from the operation of the rules any 
lands owned by private individuals upon which taxes are delinquent for three years or 
less. Rules must be published once in the official newspaper of each county affected
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84A.32 LANDS DEDICATED FOR CONSERVATION 18

and take effect 30 days after publication. They must also be posted on each of the four 
corners of each township of each project affected.

(d) In the management, operation, and control of areas taken for afforestation, 
reforestation, flood control projects, and wild game and fishing reserves, nothing shall 
be done that will in any manner obstruct or interfere with the operation of ditches or 
drainage systems existing within the areas, or damage or destroy existing roads or 
highways within these areas or projects, unless the ditches, drainage systems, roads, or 
highways are first taken under the right of eminent domain and compensation made to 
the property owners and municipalities affected and damaged. Each area or project 
shall contribute from the funds of the project, in proportion of the state land within the 
project, for the construction and maintenance of roads and highways necessary within 
the areas and projects to give the settlers and private owners within them access to 
their land. The department may construct and maintain roads and highways within the 
areas and projects as it considers necessary.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2002]

Histoiy: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 38 

84A.33 COUNTY AUDITORS TO CERTIFY TAX-DELINQUENT LANDS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 3. Drainage assessments; report when paid or assigned. When the delin
quent drainage assessment installment on any parcel of land included in a certificate of 
the county auditor is redeemed, paid, or assigned to any person, the county auditor 
shall report the fact to the commissioner of finance. The county treasurer shall pay the 
commissioner of finance the amount paid in the county treasury on account of the 
delinquent drainage assessment installments.

Subd. 4. Ditch bonds; funds; payments to counties, (a) Upon the approval and 
acceptance of a project and after each distribution of the tax collections for the June 
and November tax settlements, the county auditor shall certify to the commissioner of 
finance the following information about bonds issued to finance or refinance public 
drainage ditches wholly or partly within the projects, and the collection of assessments 
levied for the ditches:

(1) the amount of principal and interest to become due on the bonds before the 
next tax settlement and distribution;

(2) the amount of money collected from the drainage assessments and credited to 
the funds of the ditches, not already sent to the commissioner of finance as provided in 
sections 84A.31 to 84A.42; and

(3) the amount of the deficit in the ditch fund of the county chargeable to the 
ditches.

(b) On approving this certificate of the county auditor, the commissioner of 
finance shall draw a warrant, payable out of the fund provided for in sections 84A.31 to 
84A.42, and send it to the county treasurer of the county. These funds must be credited 
to the proper ditch of the county and placed in the ditch bond fund of the county, 
which is created, and used only to pay the ditch bonded indebtedness of the county 
assumed by the state under sections 84A.31 to 84A.42. The total amount of warrants 
drawn must not exceed in any one year the total amount of the deficit provided for 
under this section.

(c) The state is subrogated to all title, right, interest, or lien of the county in or on 
the lands so certified within these projects.

(d) As to public drainage ditches wholly within a project, the amount paid to, or 
for the benefit of, the county under this subdivision must never exceed the principal 
and interest of the bonds issued to finance or refinance a ditch outstanding on April 22, 
1933, less money on hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of a ditch. These 
liabilities must be reduced from time to time by the amount of any payments of
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19 LANDS DEDICATED FOR CONSERVATION 84A.40

assessments extended after April 22, 1933, made by the owners of lands assessed before 
that date for benefits on account of the ditches.

As to public drainage ditches partly within and partly outside a project the amount 
paid from the fund pertaining to the project to or for the benefit of the county must 
never exceed a certain percentage of bonds issued to finance and refinance a ditch so 
outstanding, less money on hand in the county ditch fund to the credit of a ditch on 
April 22, 1932. The percentage must bear the same proportion to the whole amount of 
the bonds as the original benefits assessed against these lands within the project bear to 
the original total benefits assessed to the entire system for a ditch. This liability must be 
reduced from time to time by the payments of all assessments extended after April 22, 
1933, made by the owners of lands within the project of assessments for benefits 
assessed before that date on account of a ditch.

[For text o f subd 5, see M.S.2002]

Histoiy: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 11,50

84A.40 COUNTY MAY ASSUME BONDS.

Any county where a project or portion of it is located may voluntarily assume, in 
the manner specified in this section, the obligation to pay a portion of the principal and 
interest of the bonds issued before the approval and acceptance of the project and 
remaining unpaid at maturity, of any school district or town in the county and wholly or 
partly within the project. The portion must bear the same proportion to the whole of 
the unpaid principal and interest as the last net tax capacity, before the acceptance of 
the project, of lands then acquired by the state under sections 84A.31 to 84A.42 in the 
school districts or towns bears to the total net tax capacity for the same year of the 
school district or town. This assumption must be evidenced by a resolution of the 
county board of the county. A copy of the resolution must be certified to the 
commissioner of finance within one year after the acceptance of the project.

Later, if any of the bonds remains unpaid at maturity, the county board shall, upon 
demand of the governing body of the school district or town or of a bondholder, 
provide for the payment of the portion assumed. The county shall levy general taxes on 
all the taxable property of the county for that purpose, or issue its bonds to raise the 
sum needed, conforming to law respecting the issuance of county refunding bonds. The 
proceeds of taxes or bonds must be paid by the county treasurer to the treasurer of the 
school district or town. No payments shall be made by the county to the school district 
or town until the money in the treasury of the school district or town, together with the 
money to be paid by the county, is sufficient to pay in full each of the bonds as it 
becomes due.

If a county fails to adopt and certify the resolution, the commissioner of finance 
shall withhold from the payments to be made to the county under section 84A.32 a sum 
equal to that portion of the principal and interest of the outstanding bonds that bears 
the same proportion to the whole of the bonds as the above determined net tax 
capacity of lands acquired by the state within the project bears to the total net tax 
capacity for the same year of the school district or town. Money withheld from the 
county must be set aside in the state treasury and not paid to the county until the full 
principal and interest of the school district and town bonds have been paid.

If any bonds remain unpaid at maturity, upon the demand of the governing body 
of the school district or town, or a bondholder, the commissioner of finance shall issue 
to the treasurer of the school district or town a warrant for that portion of the past due 
principal and interest computed as in the case of the county’s liability authorized in this 
section to be voluntarily assumed. Money received by a school district or town under 
this section must be applied to the payment of past-due bonds and interest.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 12
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84A.51 LANDS DEDICATED FOR CONSERVATION 20

84A.51 CONSOLIDATED CONSERVATION AREAS ACCOUNT.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. County’s use of funds. The funds received by each county must be 
apportioned by the county auditor as follows:

(1) 30 percent to a county development fund, which is created, to be spent, under 
the direction of the county board for the rehabilitation and development of the portion 
of the county within the conservation area;

(2) 40 percent to the general fund of the school district from which derived;
(3) 20 percent to the county revenue fund; and
(4) ten percent to the township road and bridge fund of the township from which 

derived.
If the proceeds are derived from an unorganized township with no levy for road 

and bridge purposes, the township portion must be credited to the county revenue 
fund.

History: !Sp2003 c 9 art 5 s 2 

84A.55 COMMISSIONER’S CONTROL OF CONSERVATION LANDS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 7a, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 8. Policing. The commissioner may police the game preserves, areas, and 
projects as necessary to cariy out this section. The commissioner may employ and 
designate individuals according to section 85.04 to enforce laws governing the use of 
the game preserves, areas, and projects.

[For text of subds 9 to 14, see M.S.2002]

Histoiy: 2003 c 128 art 1 s 39
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