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CHAPTER 634

SPECIAL RULES, EVIDENCE; PRIVILEGES, 
WITNESSES

634.15 Admission into evidence of certain
certificates of analysis and blood sample 
reports.

634.16 Admission into evidence of results of 
approved breath tests.

634.35 Videotapes of child victims; conditions of 
disclosure.

634.15 ADMISSION INTO EVIDENCE OF CERTAIN CERTIFICATES OF ANALY
SIS AND BLOOD SAMPLE REPORTS.

Subdivision 1. Certificates of analysis; blood sample reports; chain of custody. In
any hearing or trial of a criminal offense or petty misdemeanor or proceeding pursuant 
to section 169A.53, subdivision 3, the following documents shall be admissible in 
evidence:

(a) a report of the facts and results of any laboratory analysis or examination if it is 
prepared and attested by the person performing the laboratory analysis or examination 
in any laboratory operated by the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension or authorized by 
the bureau to conduct an analysis or examination, or in any laboratory of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the federal Postal Inspection Service, the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, or the federal Drug Enforcement Administration;

(b) a report of a blood sample withdrawn under the implied consent law if:
(i) The report was prepared by the person who administered the test;
(ii) The person who withdrew the blood sample was competent to administer the 

test under section 169A.51, subdivision 7; and
(iii) The report was prepared consistent with any applicable rules promulgated by 

the commissioner of public safety; and
(c) a verified chain of custody of a specimen while under the control of a 

laboratory described in clause (a).
A  report described in clause (a) purported to be signed by the person performing 

the analysis or examination in a laboratory named in that clause, or a blood sample 
report described in clause (b) purported to be signed by the person who withdrew the 
blood sample shall be admissible as evidence without proof of the seal, signature or 
official character of the person whose name is signed to it. The signature in clause (a) 
or (b) can be written or in electronic format.

History: 2003 c 29 s 1

634.16 ADMISSION INTO EVIDENCE OF RESULTS OF APPROVED BREATH 
TESTS.

In any civil or criminal hearing or trial, the results of a breath test, when 
performed by a person who has been fully trained in the use of an infrared or other 
approved breath-testing instrument, as defined in section 169A.03, subdivision 11, 
pursuant to training given or approved by the commissioner of public safety or the 
commissioner’s acting agent, are admissible in evidence without antecedent expert 
testimony that an infrared or other approved breath-testing instrument provides a 
trustworthy and reliable measure of the alcohol in the breath.

History: 2003 c 96 s 6

634.35 VIDEOTAPES OF CHILD VICTIMS; CONDITIONS OF DISCLOSURE.
(a) If a videotaped interview of a child victim of physical or sexual abuse is 

disclosed by a prosecuting attorney to a defendant or the defendant’s attorney, the 
following applies:

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2002]
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(1) no more than two copies of the tape or any portion of the tape may be made 
by the defendant or the defendant’s attorney, investigator, expert, or any other 
representative or agent of the defendant;

(2) the tapes may not be used for any purpose other than to prepare for the 
defense in the criminal action against the defendant;

(3) the tapes may not be publicly exhibited, shown, displayed, used for educational, 
research, or demonstrative purposes, or used in any other fashion, except in judicial 
proceedings in the criminal action against the defendant;

(4) the tapes may be viewed only by the defendant, the defendant’s attorney, and 
the attorney’s employees, investigators, and experts;

(5) no transcript of the tapes, nor the substance of any portion of the tapes, may 
be divulged to any person not authorized to view the tapes;

(6) no person may be granted access to the tapes, any transcription of the tapes, or 
the substance of any portion of the tapes unless the person has first signed a written 
agreement that the person is aware of this statute and acknowledges that the person is 
subject to the court’s contempt powers for any violation of it; and

(7) upon final disposition of the criminal case against the defendant, the tapes and 
any transcripts of the tapes must be returned to the prosecuting attorney.

(b) The court may hold a person who violates this section in contempt.
History: 2003 c 116 s 6
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