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CHAPTER 222 

RAILROAD COMMERCE AND PROPERTY
222.025 Right-of-way, easement, procedure. 222.63 Abandoned right-of-way; state rail bank.
222.62 Cooperation of other state agencies. 222.86 Acquisition reporting and disclosure.

222.025 RIGHT-OF-WAY, EASEMENT, PROCEDURE.

Subdivision 1. Application; mineral rights. Any railroad company desiring a right- 
of-way over any state-owned land, except tax-forfeited land, may make application 
therefor to the state agency charged by law with jurisdiction over such land. The 
application shall be in such form as the state agency to which application must be made 
prescribes. If such agency, with the approval of the commissioner of administration of 
the state of Minnesota, determines that it is in the public interest that the right-of-way 
be granted, the governor shall execute and deliver to such railroad company an 
instrument in writing conveying an easement for right-of-way purposes over the land 
designated by such agency, with the approval of said commissioner of administration. 
Said easement shall continue so long as the land which is subject thereto shall be 
occupied by the railroad company for railroad purposes. Every such easement shall 
reserve to the state all minerals and mineral rights of whatever nature, with the right to 
enter upon said land to explore for such minerals at any time, and the right to enter 
upon said land to mine and remove the same upon six months’ written notice from the 
state to the railroad company, provided, however, that the state agency shall negotiate 
for a new location for said railroad right-of-way, if needed by the railroad, over state 
land and when a new location has been procured, the railroad company shall promptly 
move to the new location. If such written notice is given, the railroad company shall, 
without any cost or obligation to the state, remove its railway and other structures from 
the land for which the easement was given; and all property, of whatever nature, not 
removed by said railroad company within said six-month period shall become, upon the 
expiration of said period, the absolute property of the state. Upon the expiration of 
said period, all right, title and interest of the railroad company in and to such easement 
shall terminate and revert to the state without the doing of any act by the state except 
the giving of the aforesaid notice. If such easement ceases to be used by the railroad 
company for railroad purposes, the interest of the railroad company also shall 
terminate and revert to the state, without the doing of any act by the state. As the 
consideration for the granting of such easement by the state, the railroad company shall 
pay to the commissioner of finance the fair market value of the land which is subject to 
the easement, or that amount which is fixed by the constitution and laws of this state as 
the minimum price for the sale of such land, whichever is greater. No instrument 
conveying such easement shall be executed by the governor until said amount has been 
paid to the state. The fair market value shall be determined by the appraisal of the 
state agency charged by law with jurisdiction over said land, and shall be subject to the 
approval of said commissioner of administration.

Subd. 2. Sums paid to state. All sums paid to the state under subdivision 1 shall be 
credited by the commissioner of finance to the proper fund to which the land belongs.

History: 2003 c 112 art 2 s 50

222.62 COOPERATION OF OTHER STATE AGENCIES.
Upon the request of the commissioner, the commissioner of employment and 

economic development and the commissioner of commerce shall provide technical 
assistance and shall otherwise cooperate in carrying out the provisions of sections
222.55 to 222.62.

History: lSp2003 c 4 s 1
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222.63 ABANDONED RIGHT-OF-WAY; STATE RAIL BANK.
Subdivision 1. Definitions. The terms defined in section 222.48 have the same 

meanings when used in this section. Other terms used in this section have the following 
meanings:

(a) “Abandoned,” when used with reference to a rail line or right-of-way, means a 
line or right-of-way with respect to which the Surface Transportation Board or other 
responsible federal regulatory agency has permitted discontinuance of rail service;

(b) “Right-of-way” means any real property, including any interest in the real 
property that is or has been owned by a railroad company as the site, or is adjacent to 
the site, of an existing or former rail line;

(c) “State rail bank” means abandoned rail lines and right-of-way acquired by the 
commissioner of transportation pursuant to this section.

[For text o f subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 6. Intervention in abandonment proceeding. The commissioner may inter
vene in a proceeding of the Surface Transportation Board on the issue of suitability for 
a public use of a rail line proposed to be abandoned if the commissioner finds that the 
right-of-way of the line would be eligible for inclusion in the state rail bank. To the 
extent practicable before intervening as provided in this section the commissioner shall 
hold at least one public meeting in the area in which the line is located to solicit 
opinions of interested persons concerning the commissioner’s proposed action!

[For text o f subds 7 and 8, see M.S.2002]

History: 2003 c 2 art 4 s 13,14

222.86 ACQUISITION REPORTING AND DISCLOSURE.
Subdivision 1. Notice of exempt transaction. An acquiring carrier shall submit 

written notification to the attorney general and the commissioner of transportation of 
its intent to initiate an exempt transaction under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, 
part 1150, at least 14 days before filing a notice of exemption with the Surface 
Transportation Board.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 3. Applicability to requirements of law. Acquiring and divesting carriers 
shall attend conferences with the attorney general or the commissioner of transporta
tion prior to filing a notice of exemption with the Surface Transportation Board. The 
divesting and acquiring carriers shall respond to questions and requests for information 
related to the issue of whether the proposed transaction is consistent with the 
requirements of the Surface Transportation Board, other applicable federal law, and 
state law. Copies of the sale contract, market and feasibility studies, and full financial 
information as to the acquiring carrier must be provided at those conferences.

All information, submitted by the acquiring and divesting carriers as confidential, 
shall remain nonpublic data and private data on individuals in accordance with chapter 
13 and shall not be divulged to any outside parties, except to the Surface Transporta
tion Board as a part of a filing in relation to the proposed transaction. The attorney 
general and the commissioner of transportation shall take the necessary steps to assure 
confidentiality.

History: 2003 c 2 art 4 s 15,16
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