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21.81 DEFINITIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 7, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 7a. Dormant. “Dormant” means viable seed, exclusive of hard seed, that fail
to germinate under the specified germination conditions for the kind of seed.

Subd. 8. Flower seeds. “Flower seeds” includes seeds of herbaceous plants grown
for their blooms, ornamental foliage, or other ornamental parts and commonly known
and sold under the name of flower seeds in this state. Th1s does not include native or
introduced wildflowers.

[For text of subds 9 and 10, see M.S.2002]

Sﬁbd 10a. Hard seed. “Hard seed” means seeds that remain hard at the end of the
prescribed test period because they have not absorbed water due to an impermeable
seed coat.

[For text of subd 11, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 11a. Inert matter. “Inert matter” means all matter that is not seed, including
broken seeds, sterile florets, chaff, fungus bodies, and stones as determined by methods
defined by rule. '

[For text of subds 12 to 16, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 16a. Native wildflower. “Native wildflower” means a kind, type, or variety of
wildflower derived from wildflowers that are indigenous to Minnesota and wildflowers
that are defined or designated as native species under chapter 84D.

[For text of subd 17, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 17b. Origin. “Origin,” for an indigenous stand of trees, means the area on
.which the trees are growing and, for a nonindigenous stand, the place from which the
seed or plants were originally introduced. “Origin” for agricultural and vegetable seed
is the area where the seed was produced, and for native grasses and forbs, it is the area
where the original seed was harvested.

Subd. 17c.” Other crop seed. “Other crop seed” means seed of plants grown as
crops, other than the variety included in the pure seed, as determined by methods
- defined by rule. '

Subd. 17d. Person. “Person” means an individual, fifm, corpbration, partnérship,
association, trust, joint stock company, or unincorporated organization; the state, a
state agency, or a political subdivision.

[For text of subds 19 to 34, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 1-8

21.82 LABEL REQUIREMENTS; AGRICULTURAL, VEGETABLE, FLOWER, OR
WILDFLOWER SEEDS.

. Subdivision 1. Form. Each container of agricultural, vegetable, flower, or Wildﬂow—
er seed which is offered for sale for sowing purposes must bear or have attached in a
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conspicuous place a plainly written or printed label or tag in the English language
giving the information required by this section. This statement must not be modified or
denied in the labeling or on another label attached to the container. .

Subd. 2. Content. For agricultural, vegetable, flower, or wildflower seeds offered
for sale as agricultural seed, except as otherwise provided in subdivisions 4, 5, and 6,
the label must contain: .

(a) The name of the kind or kind and variety for each seed component in excess of
five percent of the whole and the percentage by weight of each in order of its
predominance. The commissioner shall by rule designate the kinds that are required to
be labeled as to variety. If the variety of those kinds generally labeled as to variety is
not stated and it is not required to be stated, the label shall show the name of the kind
and the words: “Variety not stated.” The headmg “pure seed” must be indicated on the
seed label in close association with other required label information.

(1) The percentage that is hybrid shall be at least 95 percent of the percentage of
pure seed shown unless the percentage of pure seed which is hybrid seed is shown
separately. If two or more kinds or varieties are present in excess of five percent and
are named on the label, each that is hybrid shall be designated as hybrid on the label.
Any one kind or kind and variety that has pure seed which is less than 95 percent but
more than 75 percent hybrid seed as a result of incompletely controlled pollination in a
cross shall be labeled to show the percentage of pure seed that is hybrid seed or a
statement such as “contains from 75 percent to 95 percent hybrid seed.” No one kind
or variety of seed shall be labeled as hybrid if the pure seed contains less than 75
percent hybrid seed. The word hybrid shall be shown on the label in conjunction with
the kind. :

(2) Blends shall be listed on the label using the term “blend” in conjunction with
the kind.

(3) Mixtures shall be listed on the label using the term “mixture,
“mixed.”

(b) Lot number or other lot identification.

(c) Origin, if known, or that the origin is unknown.

(d) Percentage by weight of all weed seeds present. This percentage may not

exceed one percent. The heading “weed seed” must be indicated on the seed label in
close association with other required label information. :

(e) Name and rate of occurrence per pound of each kind of restrlcted nox10us
weed seeds present. They must be listed under the headinig “noxious weed seeds”
close association with other required label information.

(f) Percentage by weight of seeds other than those kinds and varieties required to
be named on the label. They must be listed under the heading “other crop™ in close
association with other required label information.

(g) Percentage by weight of inert matter. The heading “inert matter” must be
indicated on the seed label in close association with other required label information.

"(h) Net weight of contents, to appear on either the container or the label.
(i) For each named kind or variety of seed:

(1) percentage of germination, exclusive of hard or dormant seed or both;
(2) percentage of hard or dormant seed or both, if present; and

(3) the calendar month and year the percentages were determined by test or the
statement “sell by (month and year)” which may not be more than 12 months from the
date of test, exclusive of the month of test.

» K«

mix,” or

The headings for “germination” and “hard seed or dormant seed” percentages must be
stated separately on the seed label. A separate percentage derived from combining
these percentages may also be stated on the seed label, but the heading for this
percentage must be “total germination and hard seed or dormant seed when applica-
ble.” They must not be stated as “total live seed,” “total germination,” or in any other
unauthorized manner.
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(j) Name and address of the person who labeled the seed or who sells the seed
within this state, or a code number which has been registered with the commissioner.
Subd. 3. Treated seed. For all named agricultural, vegetable, flower, or wildflower
seeds which are treated, for which a separate label may be used, the label must contain:

(1) a word or statement to indicate that the seed has been treated;

(2) the commonly accepted, coined, chemical, or abbreviated generic chemical
name of the applied substance;

(3) the caution statement “Do not use for food, feed, or oil purposes” if the
substance in the amount present with the seed is harmful to human or other vertebrate
animals;

(4) in the case of mercurials or similarly toxic substances, a poison statement and
symbol;

(5) a word or statement describing the process used when the treatment is not of
pesticide origin; and

(6) the date beyond which the inoculant is considered ineffective if the seed is
treated with an inoculant. It must be listed on the label as “inoculant: expires (month
and year)” or wording that conveys the same meaning. '

Subd. 4. Hybrid seed corn. For hybrid seed corn purposes a label must contain:

(1) a statement indicating the number of seeds in the container may be listed along
with or in lieu of the net weight of contents; and

(2) for each variety of hybrid seed field corn, the day classification as determined
by the originator or owner. The day classification must approximate the number of days
of growing season neccssary from emergence of the corn plant above ground to relative
maturity and must conform to the day classification established by the director of the
Minnesota agricultural experiment station for the appropriate zone.

Subd. 5. Grass seed. For grass seed and mixtures of grass seeds intended for lawn
and turf purposes, the requirements in paragraphs (a) and (b) must be met.

(a) The label must contain the statement “sell by (month and year listed here)”
which may be no more than 15 months from the date of test, exclusive of the month of
test.

(b) When grass seeds are sold outside their original containers, the labeling
requirements are met if the seed is weighed from a properly labeled container in the
presence of the purchaser.

Subd. 6. Coated agricultural seeds. For coated agricultural seeds the label must
contain: :
(1) percentage by weight of pure seeds with coating material removed;

(2) percentage by weight of coating material shown as a separate item in close
association with the percentage of inert matter; and

(3) percentage of germination determined on 400 pellets with or w1thout seeds.

Subd. 7. Vegetable seeds. For vegetable seeds prepared for use in home gardens or
household plantings the requirements in paragraphs (a) to (p) apply. Vegetable seeds
packed for sale in commercial quantities to farmers, conservation groups, and other
similar entities are considered agricultural seeds and must be labeled accordingly.

(2) The label must contain the name of the kind or kind and variety for each seed
component in excess of five percent of the whole and the percentage by weight of each
in order of its predominance If the variety of those kinds generally labeled as to variety
is not .stated and it is not required to be stated, the label must show the name of the
kind and the words “variety not stated.”

(b) The percentage that is hybrid must be at least 95 percent of the percentage of
pure seed shown unless the percentage of pure seed which is hybrid seed is shown
separately. If two or more kinds of varieties are present in excess of five percent and
are named on the label, each that is hybrid must be designated as hybrid on the label.
Any one kind or kind and variety that has pure seed that is less than 95 percent but
more than 75 percent hybrid seed as a result of incompletely controlled pollination in a
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cross must be labeled to show the percentage of pure seed that is hybrid seed or a
statement such as “contains from 75 percent to 95 percent hybrid seed.” No one kind
or variety of seed may be labeled as hybrid if the pure seed contains less than 75
percent hybrid seed. The word “hybrid” must be shown on the label in conjunction with
the kind.

(c) Blends must be listed on the label using the term “blend” in conjunction with
the kind.

(d) Mixtures shall be listed on the label using the term “mixture,” “mix,
“mixed.”

(e) The label must show a lot number or other lot identification.

(f) The origin may be omitted from the label.

(g) The label must show the year for which the seed was packed for sale listed as
“packed for (year)” for seed with a percentage of germination that exceeds the
standard last established by the commissioner, the percentage of germination and the
calendar month and year that the percentages were determined by test, or the calendar
month and year the germination test was completed and the statement “sell by (month
and year listed here),” which may be no more than 12 months from the date of test,
exclusive of the month of test.

(h) For vegetable seeds which germinate less than the standard last established by
the commissioner, the label must show:

(1) a percentage of germination, exclusive of hard or dormant seed or both;

(2) a percentage of hard or dormant seed or both, if present; and

(3) the words “below standard” in not less than eight point type and the month
and year the percentages were determined by test.

(i) The net weight of the contents must appear on either the container or the label,
except that for containers with contents of 200 seeds or less a statement indicating the
number of seeds in the container may be listed along with or in lieu of the net weight
of contents.

(j) The heading for and percentage by weight of pure seed may be omitted from a
label if the total is more than 90 percent.

(k) The heading for and percentage by weight of weed seed may be omitted from a
label if they are not present in the seed.

(1) The heading “noxious weed seeds” may be omitted from a label if they are not
present in the seed.

- (m) The heading for and percentage by weight of other crop seed may be omitted
from a label if it is less than five percent.

(n) The heading for and percentage by weight of inert matter may be omitted from
a label if it is less than ten percent.

(o) The label must contain the name and address of the person who labeled the
seed or who sells the seed in this state or a code number that has been registered with
the commissioner.

(p) The labeling requirements for vegetable seeds prepared for use in home
gardens or household plantings when sold outside their original containers are met if
the seed is weighed from a properly labeled container in the presence of the purchaser.

Subd. 8. Flower seeds. For flower and wildflower seeds prepared for use in home
gardens or household plantings, the requirements in paragraphs (a) to (I) apply. Flower
and wildflower seeds packed for sale in commercial quantities to farmers, conservation
groups, and other similar entities are considered agricultural seeds and must be labeled
accordingly.

(a) The label must contain the name of the kind and variety or a statement of type
and performance characteristics as prescribed by rule.

(b) The percentage that is hybrid must be at least 95 percent of the percentage of
pure seed shown unless the percentage of pure seed which is hybrid seed is shown
separately. If two or more kinds of varieties are present in excess of five percent and

»

or
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are named on the label, each that is hybrid must be designated as hybrid on the label.
Any one kind or kind and variety that has pure seed that is less than 95 percent but
more than 75 percent hybrid seed as a result of incompletely controlled pollination in a
cross must be labeled to show the percentage of pure seed that is hybrid seed or a
statement such as “contains from 75 percent to 95 percent hybrid seed.” No one kind
or variety of seed may be labeled as hybrid if the pure seed contains less than 75
percent hybrid seed. The word “hybrid” must be shown on the label in conjunction with
the kind.

(c) Blends must be listed on the label using the term “blend” in conjunction with
the kind. - .

(d) Mixtures must be listed on the label using the term “mixture,
“mixed.”

(e) The label must contain the lot number or other lot identification.

(f) The origin may be omitted from the label.

(g) The label must contain the year for which the seed was packed for sale listed as
“packed for (year)” for seed with a percentage of germination that exceeds the
standard last established by the commissioner, the percentage of germination and the
calendar month and year that the percentages were determined by test, or the calendar
month and year the germination test was completed and the statement “sell by (month
and year listed here),” which may be no more than 12 months from the date of test,
exclusive of the month of test.

(h) For flower seeds which germinate less than the standard last established by the
commissioner, the label must show:

(1) percentage of germination exclusive of hard or dormant seed or both;
(2) percentage of hard or dormant seed or both, if present; and

(3) the words “below standard” in not less than eight point type and the month
and year this percentage was determined by test.

(i) The label must show the net weight of contents on either the container or the
label, except that for containers with contents of 200 seeds or less a statement
indicating the number of seeds in the container may be listed along with or in lieu of
the net weight of contents.

(j) The heading for and percentage by weight of pure seed may be omitted from a
label if the total is more than 90 percent.

(k) The heading for and percentage by weight of weed seed may be omitted from a
label if they are not present in the seed.

(1) The heading “noxious weed seeds” may be omitted from a label if they are not
present in the seed.

(m) The heading for and percentage by weight of other crop seed may be omitted
from a label if it is less than five percent.

(n) The heading for and percentage by weight of inert matter may be omitted from
a label if it is less than ten percent.

(o) The label must show the name and address of the person who labeled the seed
or who sells the seed within this state, or a code number which has been registered with
the commissioner.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 85 9 .

21.83 LABEL REQUIREMENTS; TREE OR SHRUB SEEDS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2002]
Subd. 2. Label content. For all tree or shrub seed subject to this section the label
shall contain:
(a) the common name of the species, and the subspecies if appropriate;
(b) the scientific name of the genus and species, and the subspecies if appropriate;
(c) the lot number or other lot identification;

” &« v ?

mix,” or
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(d) for seed collected from a predominantly indigenous stand, the area of
collection given by latitude and longitude, or geographic description, or political
subdivision such as state or county;

(e) for seed collected from a predominantly nonindigcnous stand, the identity of
the area of collection and the origin of the stand or the words “origin not indigenous”;

(f) the elevation or the upper and lower limits of elevation within which the seed
was collected;

(g) the percentage of pure seed by weight;

(h) for those kinds of seed for which standard testing procedures are prescribed:
(1) the percentage of germination exclusive of hard or dormant seed;

(2) the percentage of hard or dormant seed, if present; and

(3) the calendar month and year the percentages were determined by test; or

(4) in lieu of the requirements of clauses (1) to (3), the seed may be labeled “test
is in progress, results will be supplied upon request”;

(i) for those species for which standard germination testing procedures have not
been prescribed by the commissioner, the calendar year in which the seed was
collected; and

(j) the name and address of the person who labeled the seed or who sells the seed
within this state.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 5 10

21.84 RECORDS.

Each person whose name appears on the label of agricultural, vegetable, flower,
wildflower, tree, or shrub seeds subject to section 21.82 or 21.83 shall keep for three
years complete records of each lot of agricultural, vegetable, flower, wildflower, tree, or
shrub seed sold in this state and shall keep for one year a file sample of each lot of
seed after disposition of the lot.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 11

21.85 COMMISSIONER’S POWERS AND DUTIES.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 22]

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 22]
Subd. 4. [Repealed, 2003 c 128 art 8 s 22]
Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 22]
Subd. 6. [Repealed, 2003 c 128 art 8 s 22]
Subd. 7. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 22]
Subd. 8. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art § s 22]
Subd. 9. [Repealed, 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 22]

[For text of subd 10, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 11. Rules. The commissioner may adopt rules under this chapter. A violation
of the rules is a violation of this chapter.

[For text of subd 12, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 13. Sampling export seed. The commissioner may sample agricultural,
vegetable, flower, wildflower, tree, or shrub seeds which are destined for export to
other countries, and may establish and collect suitable fees from the exporter for this
service.
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_ [For text of subd 14, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 c 128 art 8 s 12,13

21.86 UNLAWFUL ACTS.

‘Subdivision 1. Prohibitions. A person may not advertise or sell any agficultural,
vegetable, flower, wildflower, tree, or shrub seed if:

(a) a test to determine the percentage of germination required by sections 21.82
and 21.83 has not been completed within a 12-month period, exclusive of the calendar
month in which the test was completed or it is offered for sale beyond the sell by date
exclusive of the calendar month in which the seed was to have been sold, except that:

(1) when advertised or offered for sale as agricultural seed, native grass and forb
. (wildflowers) seeds must have been tested for percentage of germination as required by
section 21.82 within a 15-month period, exclusive of the calendar month in which the
test was completed;

(2) it is unlawful to offer cool season lawn and turf grasses mcludmg Kentucky
bluegrass, red fescue, chewings fescue, hard fescue, tall fescue, perennial ryegrass,
intermediate ryegrass, annual ryegrass, colonial bent grass, creeping bent grass, and
mixtures or blends of those grasses, for sale beyond the sell by date exclusive of the
calendar month in which the seed was to have been sold;

(3) this prohibition does not apply to tree, shrub, agricultural, flower, wildflower,
or vegetable seeds packaged in hermetically sealed containers. Seeds packaged in
hermetically sealed containers under the conditions defined by rule may be offered for
sale for a period of 36 months after the last day of the month that the seeds were
tested for germination prior to packaging; and

- (4) if seeds in hermetically sealed containers are offered for sale more than 36
months after the last day of the month in which they were tested prior to packaging,
they must be retested within a nine-month period exclusive of the calendar month in
which the retest was completed; :

(b) it is not labeled in accordance with sections 21 82 and 21.83 or has false or
misleading labeling;

(c) false or misleading advertisement has been used in respect to its sale;
(d) it contains prohibited noxious weed seeds;

(e) it consists of or contains restricted noxious weed seeds in excess of 25 seeds per
pound or in excess of the number declared on the label attached to the container of the
seed or associated with the seed;

(f) it contains more than one percent by weight of all weed seeds;
(g) it contains less than the stated net weight of contents;
(h) it contains less than the stated number of seeds in the container;

(i) it contains any labeling, advertising, or other representation subject to sections
21.82 and 21.83 representing the seed to be certified unless:

(1) it has been determined by a seed certifying agency that the seed conformed to
standards of purity and identity as to kind, species, subspecies, or variety, and also that
tree seed was found to be of the origin and elevation claimed, in compliance with the
rules pertaining to the seed; and

(2) the seed bears an official labe] issued for it by a seed certifying agency stating
that the seed is of a certified class and a specified kind, species, subspecies, or variety;

() it is labeled with a variety name but not certified by an official seed certifying
agency when it is a variety for which a United States certificate of plant variety
protection has been granted under United States Code, title 7, sections 2481 to 2486,
specifying sale by variety name only as a class of certified seed. Seed from a certified
lot may be labeled as to variety name when used in a blend or mixture by or with
approval of the owner of the variety; or
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(k) the person whose name appears on the label does not have complete records
including a file sample of each lot of agricultural, vegetable, flower, tree or shrub seed
sold in this state as required in section 21.84.

Subd. 2. Miscellaneous violations. No person may:

(a) detach, alter, deface, or destroy any label required in sections 21.82 and 21.83,
alter or substitute seed in a manner that may defeat the purposés of sections 21.82 and
21.83, or alter or falsify any seed tests, laboratory reports, records, or other documents
to create a misleading impression as to kind, variety, history, quality, or origin of the
seed; '

(b) hinder or obstruct in any way any authorized person in the performance of
duties under sections 21.80 to 21.92;

(c) fail to comply with a “stop sale” order or to move or otherwise handle or
dispose of any lot of seed held under a stop sale order or attached tags, except with .
express permission of the enforcing officer for the purpose specified;

(d) use the word “type” in any labeling in connection with the name of any
agricultural seed variety;

(e) use the word “trace” as a substitute for any statement which is required; or

(t) plant any agricultural seed which the person knows contains weed seeds or
noxious weed seeds in excess of the limits for that seed.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 14

21.88 PENALTIES NOT TO APPLY.

A person is not subject to penalties for having sold seeds which were incorrectly
labeled or represented as to kind, species, subspecies, if appropriate, variety, type,
origin and year, elevation or place of collection if required, if the seeds cannot be
identified by examination unless the person has failed to obtain an invoice or genuine
grower’s or tree seed collector’s declaration or other labeling information and to take
other reasonable precautions to ensure the identity is as stated.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 15

21.89 SEED FEE PERMITS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Permits; issuance and revocation. The commissioner shall issue a permit
to the initial labeler of agricultural, vegetable, flower, and wildflower seeds which are
sold for use in Minnesota and which conform to and are labeled under sections 21.80
to 21.92. The categories of permits are as follows:

(1) for initial labelers who sell 50,000 pounds or less of agricultural seed each
calendar year, an annual permit issued for a fee established in section 21.891,
subdivision 2, paragraph (b);

(2) for initial labelers who sell vegetable, flower, and wildflower seed packed for
use in home gardens or household plantings, an annual permit issued for a fee
established in section 21.891, subdivision 2, paragraph (c), based upon the gross sales
from the previous year; and

(3) for initial labelers who sell more than 50,000 pounds of agricultural seed each
calendar year, a permanent permit issued for a fee established in section 21.891,
subdivision 2, paragraph (d).

In addition, the person shall furnish to the commissioner an itemized statement of
all seeds sold in Minnesota for the periods established by the commissioner. This
statement shall be delivered, along with the payment of the fee, based upon the amount
and type of seed sold, to the commissioner no later than 30 days after the end of each
reporting period. Any person holding a permit shall show as part of the analysis labels
or invoices on all agricultural, vegetable, flower, wildflower, tree, or shrub seeds all
information the commissioner requires. The commissioner may revoke any permit in
the event of failure to comply with applicable laws and rules.
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- [For text of siibd 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. Exemptions. An initial labeler who sells for use in Minnesota agricultural,
vegetable, or flower seeds must have a seed fee permit unless the agricultural,
vegetable, or flower seeds are of the breeder or foundation seed classes of varieties
developed by publicly financed research agencies intended for the purpose of increas-
ing the quantity of seed available.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 s 16,17

21.891 MINNESOTA SEED LAW FEES.

Subdivision 1. Sampling export seed. In accordance with section 21.85, subdivision
13, the commissioner may, if requested, sample seed destined for export to other
countries. The fee for sampling export seed is an hourly rate published annually by the
commissioner and it must be an amount sufficient to recover the actual costs of the
service prov1ded

Subd. 2. Seed fee permits. (a) An m1t1a1 labeler who wishes to sell seed in
Minnesota must comply with section 21.89, subdivisions 1 and 2, and the procedures in
this subdivision. Each initial labeler who wishes to sell seed in Minnesota must apply to
the commissioner to obtain a permit. The application must contain the name and
address of the applicant, the application date, and the name and title of the applicant’s
contact person.

(b) The application for a seed permit covered by section 21.89, subdivision 2,
clause (1), must be accompanied by an application fee of $50.

'(c) The application for a seed permit covered by section 21.89, subdivision 2,
clause (2), must be accornpamed by an application fee based on the level of annual
gross sales as follows:

(1) for gross sales of $0 to $25,000, the annual permit fee is $50;

(2) for gross sales of $25,001 to $50,000, the annual permit fee is $100;

(3) for gross sales of $50,001 to $100,000, the annual permit fee is $200;

(4) for gross sales of $100,001 to $250,000, the annual permit fee is $500;

(5) for gross sales of $250,001 to $500,000, the annual permit fee is $1,000; and

(6) for gross sales of $500,001 and above, the annual permit fee is $2,000.

(d) The application for a seed permit covered by section 21.89, subdivision 2,
clause (3), must be accompanied by an application fee of $50. Initial labelers holding
seed fee permits covered under this paragraph need not apply for a new permit or pay
the application fee. Under this permit category, the fees for the following kinds of
agricultural seed sold either in bulk or containers are:

(1) oats, wheat, and barley, 6.3 cents per hundredweight;

(2) rye, field beans, soybeans, buckwheat, and flax, 8.4 cents per hundredwelght

(3) field corn, 29.4 cents per hundredweight;

(4) forage, lawn and turf grasses, and legumes, 49 cents per hundredweight;

(5) sunflower, $1.40 per hundredweight;

(6) sugar beet, $3.29 per hundredweight; and

(7) for any agricultural seed not listed in clauses (1) to (6), the fee for the crop
most closely resembling it in normal planting rate applies.

(e) If, for reasons beyond the control and knowledge of the initial labeler, seed is
shipped into Minnesota by a person other than the initial labeler, the responsibility for
the seed fees are transferred to the shipper. An application for a transfer of this
responsibility must be made to the commissioner. Upon approval by the commissioner
of the transfer, the shipper is responsible for payment of the seed permit fees.

(f) Seed permit fees may be included in the cost of the seed either as a hidden cost
or as a line item cost on each invoice for seed sold. To identify the fee on an invoice,
the words “Minnesota seed permit fees” must be used.
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(g) All seed fee permit holders must file semiannual reports with the commission-
- er, even if no seed was sold during the reporting period. Each semiannual report must
be submitted within 30 days of the end of each reporting period. The reporting periods
are October 1 to March 31 and April 1 to September 30 of each year or July 1 to
December 31 and January 1 to June 30 of each year. Permit holders may change their
reporting periods with the approval of the commissioner.

(h) The holder of a seed fee permit must pay fees on all seed for which the permit
holder is the initial labeler and which are covered by sections 21.80 to 21.92 and sold
during the reporting period.

(i) If a seed fee permit holder fails to submit a semiannual report and pay the seed
fee within 30 days after the end of each reporting period, the commissioner shall assess
a penalty of $100 or eight percent, calculated on an annual basis, of the fee due,
whichever is greater, but no more than $500 for each late semiannual report. A $15
penalty must be charged when the semiannual report is late, even if no fee is duc for
the reporting period. Seed fee permits may be revoked for failure to comply with the
applicable provisions of this paragraph or the Minnesota seed law.

Subd. 3. Hybrid seed corn variety registration fee. Until August 1, 2006, and in
accordance with section 21.90, subdivision 2, the fee for the registration of each hybrid
seed corn variety or blend is $50, which must be paid at the time of registration. New
hybrid seed corn variety registrations received after March 1 and renewed registrations
of older varieties received after August 1 of each year have an annual registration fee
of $75 per variety.

Subd. 4. Discontinuation of registration and testing. The commissioner, in consul-
tation with the Minnesota agricultural experiment station, shall develop a standardized
testmg method for labelers to determine relative maturity for the hybrid seed corn sold
in this state. Standards may be developed without regard to chapter 14 and without
complying with section 14.386. After development of the standardized method, the
registration and testing of hybrids sold in this state will no longer be required.

Subd. 5. Brand name registration fee. The fee is $25 for each variety registered for
sale by brand name.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 5 18

NOTE: Subdivisions 3 and 4 of this section, as added by Laws 2003, chapter 128, article 8, section 18, are repealed
August 1, 2006, Laws 2003, chapter 128, article 8, section 22.

. 21.90 HYBRID SEED FIELD CORN VARIETY REGISTRATION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 2002]

Subd. 2. Fees. A record of each new hybrid seed field corn variety to be sold in
Minnesota shall be registered with the commissioner by March 1 of each year by the
originator or owner. Records of all other hybrid seed field corn varieties sold in
Minnesota shall be registered with the commissioner by August 1 of each year by the
originator or owner. The commissioner shall establish the annual fee for registration
for each variety. The record shall include the permanent designation of the hybrid as
well as the day classification and zone of adaptation, as determined under subdivision
1, which the originator or owner declares to be the zone in which the variety is adapted.
In addition, at the time of the first registration of a hybrid seed field corn variety, the
originator or owner shall include a sworn statement that the declaration of the zone of
adaptation was based on actual field trials in that zone and that the field trials
substantiate the declaration as to the day and zone classifications to which the variety is
adapted. The name or number used to designate a hybrid seed field corn variety in the
registration is the only name of all seed corn covered by or sold under that registration.

Subd. 3. Transfer of money. To assist in defraying the expenses of the Minnesota
agricultural experiment station in carrying out the provisions of this section, there shall
be transferred annually from the seed inspection account to the agricultural experiment
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station a sum which shall at least equal 60 percent of the total revenue from all hybrid
seed field corn variety registrations.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 8 § 19,20
NOTE: T hlS section is repealcd by Laws 2003, ch'lptcr 128, article S section 22, effective August 1, 2006.

2'1.901 BRAND NAME REGISTRATION.

The owner or originator of a variety of nonhybrid seed that is to be sold in this
state must annually register the variety with the commissioner if the variety is to be sold
only under a brand name. The registration must include the brand name and 'the
variety of seed. The brand name for a blend or mixture need not be reglstercd

Hlstory 2003 c 128 art 8 s 21
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