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120B.019 REPEALING PROFILE OF LEARNING STATUTES AND RULES.
Notwithstanding sections 120B.02, 120B.30, 120B.31, and 120B.35, or other law to 

the contrary, the commissioner of education must not implement the profile of learning 
portion of the state’s results-oriented graduation rule.

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 1; 2003 c 130 s 12

120B!02 EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS FOR MINNESOTA’S STUDENTS.
(a) The legislature is committed to establishing rigorous academic standards for 

Minnesota’s public school students. To that end, the commissioner shall adopt in rule 
statewide academic standards. The commissioner shall not prescribe in rule or other
wise the delivery system, classroom assessments, or form of instruction that school sites 
must use. For purposes of this chapter, a school site is a separate facility, or a separate 
program within a facility that a local school board recognizes as a school site for 
funding purposes.

(b) All commissioner actions regarding the rule must be premised on the. follow
ing:

(1) the rule is intended to raise academic expectations for students, teachers, and 
schools;

(2) any state action regarding the rule must evidence consideration of school 
district autonomy; and

(3) the Department of Education, with the assistance of school districts, must 
make available information about all state initiatives related to the rule to students and 
parents, teachers, and the general public in a timely format that is appropriate, 
comprehensive, and readily understandable.

(c) When fully implemented, the requirements for high school graduation in 
Minnesota must require students to pass the basic skills test requirements and 
satisfactorily complete, as determined by the school district, the course credit require
ments under section 120B.024.

(d) The commissioner shall periodically review and report on the . state’s assess
ment process.

(e) School districts are not required to adopt specific provisions of the Goals 2000 
and the federal School-to-Work programs.

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 2; 2003 c 130 s 12

120B.021 REQUIRED ACADEMIC STANDARDS.
Subdivision 1. Required academic standards. The following subject areas are 

required for statewide accountability: ,.
(1) language arts;
(2) mathematics;
(3) science;
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(4) social studies, including, history, geography, economics, and government and 
citizenship; and

(5) the arts, for which statewide or locally developed academic standards apply, as 
determined by the school district. Public elementary and middle schools must offer at 
least three and require at least two of the following four arts areas: dance; music; 
theater; and visual arts. Public high schools must offer at least three and require at 
least one of the following five arts areas: media arts; dance; music; theater; and visual 
arts.

The commissioner must submit proposed standards in science and social studies to 
the legislature by February 1, 2004.

For purposes of applicable federal law, the academic standards for language arts, 
mathematics, and science apply to all public school students, except the very few 
students with extreme cognitive or physical impairments for whom an individualized 
education plan team has determined that the required academic standards are inappro
priate. An individualized education plan team that makes this determination must 
establish alternative standards.

A school district, no later than the 2007-2008 school year, must adopt graduation 
requirements that meet or exceed state graduation requirements established in law or 
rule. A school district that incorporates these state graduation requirements before the 
2007-2008 school year must provide students who enter the 9th grade in or before the 
2003-2004 school year the opportunity to earn a diploma based on existing locally 
established graduation requirements in effect when the students entered the 9th grade. 
District efforts to develop, implement, or improve instruction or curriculum as a result 
of the provisions of this section must be consistent with sections 120B.10, 120B.11, and 
120B.20.

Subd. 2. Standards development, (a) The commissioner must consider advice from 
at least the following stakeholders in developing statewide rigorous tore academic 
standards in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, including history, 
geography, economics, government and citizenship, and the arts:

(1) parents of school-age children and members of the public throughout the state;
(2) teachers throughout the state currently licensed and providing instruction in 

language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, or the arts and licensed elementary 
and secondary school principals throughout the state currently administering a school 
site;

(3) currently serving members of local school boards and charter school boards 
throughout the state;

(4) faculty teaching core subjects at postsecondary institutions in Minnesota; and
(5) representatives of the Minnesota business community.
(b) Academic standards must:
(1) be clear, concise, objective, measurable, and grade-level appropriate;
(2) not require a specific teaching methodology or curriculum; and
(3) be consistent with the Constitutions of the United States and the state of 

Minnesota.
Subd. 3. Rulemaking, (a) The commissioner, consistent with the requirements of 

this section and section 120B.022, must adopt statewide rules under section 14.389 for 
implementing statewide rigorous core academic standards in language arts, mathemat
ics, and the arts. After the rules authorized under this paragraph are initially adopted, 
the commissioner may not amend or repeal these rules nor adopt new rules on the 
same topic without specific legislative authorization. These academic standards must be 
implemented for all students beginning in the 2003-2004 school year.

(b) The rules authorized under this section are not subject to section 14.127.
History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 3
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Subdivision 1. Elective standards. A district must establish its own standards in the 
following subject areas:

(1) health and physical education;
(2) vocational and technical education; and
(3) world languages.
A school district must offer courses in all elective subject areas.
Subd. 2. Local assessments. A district must use a locally selected assessment to 

determine if a student has achieved an elective standard.
History: 2003 c 129 art 1 x 4

120B.023 BENCHMARKS.

(a) The commissioner must supplement required state academic standards with 
grade-level benchmarks. High school benchmarks may cover more than one grade. The 
benchmarks must implement statewide academic standards by specifying the academic 
knowledge and skills that schools must offer and students must achieve to satisfactorily 
complete a state standard. Benchmarks are published to inform and guide parents, 
teachers, school districts, and other interested persons and for use in developing tests 
consistent with the benchmarks.

(b) The commissioner shall publish benchmarks in the State Register and transmit 
the benchmarks in any other manner that makes them accessible to the general public. 
The commissioner may charge a reasonable fee for publications.

(c) Once established, the commissioner may change the benchmarks only with 
specific legislative authorization and after completing a review under paragraph (d).

(d) The commissioner must develop and implement a system for reviewing on a 
four-year cycle each of the required academic standards and related benchmarks and 
elective standards beginning in the 2006-2007 school year.

(e) The benchmarks are not subject to chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not 
apply.

Histoiy: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 5

120B.024 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS; COURSE CREDITS.
Students beginning 9th grade in the 2004-2005 school year, and later must 

successfully complete the following high school level course credits for graduation:
(1) four credits of language arts;
(2) three credits of mathematics, encompassing at least algebra, geometry, statis

tics, and probability sufficient to satisfy the academic standard;
(3) three credits of science, including at least one credit in biology;
(4) three and one-half credits of social studies, including at least one credit of 

United States history, one credit of geography, 0.5 credits of government and citizen
ship, 0.5 credits of world history, and 0:5 credits of economics; and

(5) a minimum of eight elective course credits, including at least one credit in the 
arts. , .

A course credit is equivalent to a student’s successful completion of an academic 
year of study or a student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by 
the local school district.

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 6

120B.022 ELECTIVE STANDARDS.

120B.031 [Repealed, 2003 c 129 art 1 s 12]
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120B.11 SCHOOL DISTRICT PROCESS.
[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 5. Report, (a) By October 1 of each year, the school board shall use standard 
statewide reporting procedures the commissioner develops and adopt a report that 
includes the following:

(1) student performance goals for meeting state graduation standards adopted for 
that year;

(2) results of local assessment data, and any additional test data;
(3) the annual school district improvement plans;
(4) information about district and learning site progress in realizing previously 

adopted improvement plans; and
(5) the amount and type of revenue attributed to each education site as defined in 

section 123B.04.
(b) The school board shall publish the report in the local newspaper with the 

largest circulation in the district or by mail. The board shall make a copy of the report 
available to the public for inspection. The board shall send a copy of the report to the 
commissioner of education by October 15 of each year.

(c) The title of the report shall contain the name and number of the school district 
and read “Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Performance.” The 
report must include at least the following information about advisory committee 
membership:

(1) the name of each committee member and the date when that member’s term 
expires;

(2) the method and criteria the school board uses to select committee members;
and

(3) the date by which a community resident must apply to next serve on the 
committee.

[For text o f subds 6 to 8, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 c 130 s 12 

120B.22 VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION.
Subdivision 1. Violence prevention curriculum, (a) The commissioner of education, 

in consultation with the commissioners of health and human services, state minority 
councils, battered women’s and domestic abuse programs, battered women’s shelters, 
sexual assault centers, representatives of religious communities, and the assistant 
commissioner of. the Office of Drug Policy and Violence Prevention, shall assist 
districts on request in developing or implementing a violence prevention program for 
students in kindergarten to grade 12 that can be integrated into existing curriculum. 
The purpose of the program is to help students learn how to resolve conflicts within 
their families and communities in nonviolent, effective ways.

(b) Each district is encouraged to integrate into its existing curriculum a program 
for violence prevention that includes at least:

(1) a comprehensive, accurate, and age appropriate curriculum on violence 
prevention, nonviolent conflict resolution, sexual, racial, and cultural harassment, and 
student hazing that promotes equality, respect, understanding, effective communication, 
individual responsibility, thoughtful decision making, positive conflict resolution, useful 
coping skills, critical thinking, listening and watching skills, and personal safety;

(2) planning materials, guidelines, and other accurate information on preventing 
physical and emotional violence, identifying and reducing the incidence of sexual, 
racial, and cultural harassment, and reducing child abuse and neglect;

(3) a special parent education component of early childhood family education 
programs to prevent child abuse and neglect and to promote positive parenting skills, 
giving priority to services and outreach programs for at-risk families;
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25 CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT 120B.30

(4) involvement of parents and other community members, including the clergy, 
business representatives, civic leaders, local elected officials, law enforcement officials, 
and the county attorney;

(5) collaboration with local community services, agencies, and organizations that 
assist in violence intervention or prevention, including family-based services, crisis 
services, life management skills services, case coordination services, mental health 
services, and early intervention services;

(6) collaboration among districts and service cooperatives;
(7) targeting early adolescents for prevention efforts, especially early adolescents 

whose personal circumstances may lead to violent or harassing behavior;
(8) opportunities for teachers to receive in-service training or attend other 

programs on strategies or curriculum designed to assist students in intervening in or 
preventing violence in school and at home; and 11

(9) administrative policies that reflect, and a staff that models, nonviolent behav
iors that do not display or condone sexual, racial, or cultural harassment or student 
hazing.

(c) The department may provide assistance at a neutral site to a nonpublic school 
participating in a district’s program.

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2002]

History: 2003 c 130 s 12

120B.23 VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION GRANTS.
Subdivision 1. Grant program established. The. commissioner of education, after 

consulting with the assistant commissioner of the Office of Drug Policy and Violence 
Prevention, shall establish a violence prevention education grant program to enable a 
school district, an education ..district, or a group of districts that cooperate for a 
particular purpose to develop and implement or to continue a violence prevention 
program for students in kindergarten' through grade 12 that can be integrated into 
existing curriculum. A district or group of districts that elects to develop and implement 
or to continue a violence prevention program under section 120B.22 is eligible to apply 
for a grant under this section.

[For text o f subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 c 130 s 12

120B.30 STATEWIDE TESTING AND REPORTING SYSTEM.
Subdivision 1. Statewide testing, (a) The commissioner, with advice, from experts 

with appropriate technical qualifications and experience and stakeholders, consistent 
with subdivision la, shall include in the comprehensive assessment system, for each 
grade level to be tested, state-constructed tests developed from and aligned with the 
state’s required academic standards under section 120B.021 and administered annually 
to all students in grades 3 through 8 and at the high school level. A state-developed test 
in a subject other than writing, developed after the 2002-2003 school year, must include 
both multiple choice and constructed response questions. The commissioner shall 
establish one or more months during which schools shall administer the tests to 
students each school year. Only Minnesota basic skills tests in reading, mathematics, 
and writing shall fulfill students’ basic skills testing requirements for a passing state 
notation. The passing scores of the state tests in reading and mathematics are the 
equivalent of:

(1) 70 percent correct for students entering grade 9 in 1996; and
(2) 75 percent correct for students entering grade 9 in 1997 and thereafter, as 

based on the first uniform test administration of February 1998.
: (b) The third through 8th grade and high school level test results shall be available 

to districts for diagnostic purposes affecting student learning and district instruction
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and curriculum, and for establishing educational accountability. The commissioner must 
disseminate to the public the test results upon receiving those results.

(c) State tests must be constructed and aligned with state academic standards. The 
testing process and the order of administration shall be determined by the commission
er. The statewide results shall be aggregated at the site and district level, consistent 
with subdivision la.

(d) In addition to the testing and reporting requirements under this section, the 
commissioner shall include the following components in the statewide public reporting 
system:

(1) uniform statewide testing of all students in grades 3 through 8 and at the high 
school level that provides exemptions, only with parent or guardian approval, for those 
very few students for whom the student’s individual education plan team under sections 
125A.05 and 125A.06, determines that the student is incapable of taking a statewide 
test, or for a limited English proficiency student under section 124D.59, subdivision 2, if 
the student has been in the United States for fewer than three years;

(2) educational indicators that can be aggregated and compared across school 
districts and across time on a statewide basis, including average daily attendance, high 
school graduation rates, and high school drop-out rates by age and grade level;

(3) students’ scores on the American College Test; and
(4) state results from participation in the National Assessment of Educational 

Progress so that the state can benchmark its performance against the nation and other 
states, and, where possible, against other countries, and contribute to the national 
effort to monitor achievement.

(e) Districts must report exemptions under paragraph (d), clause (1), to the 
commissioner consistent with a format provided by the commissioner.

Subd. la. Statewide and local assessments; results, (a) The commissioner must 
develop language arts, mathematics; and science assessments aligned with state aca
demic standards that districts and sites must use to monitor student growth toward 
achieving those standards. The commissioner must not develop statewide assessments 
for academic standards in social studies and the arts. The commissioner must require:

(1) annual language arts and mathematics assessments in grades 3 through 8 and 
at the high school level for the 2005-2006 school year and later; an d '

(2) annual science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the 
grades 6 through 9 span, and the grades 10 through 12 span for the 2007-2008 school 
year and later.

(b) The commissioner must ensure that all statewide tests administered to 
elementary and secondary students measure students’ academic knowledge and skills 
and not students’ values, attitudes, and beliefs.

(c) Reporting of assessment results must:
(1) provide timely, useful, and understandable information on the performance of 

individual students, schools, school districts, and the state;
(2) include, by the 2006-2007 school year, a value-added component to measure 

student achievement growth over time; and
(3) determine whether students have met the state’s basic skills requirements.
(d) Consistent with applicable federal law and subdivision 1, paragraph (d), clause

(1), the commissioner must include alternative assessments for the very few students 
with disabilities for whom statewide assessments are inappropriate and for students 
with limited English proficiency.

(e) A school, school district, and charter school must administer statewide 
assessments under this section, as the assessments become available, to evaluate 
student progress in achieving the academic standards. If a state assessment is not 
available, a school, school district, and charter school must determine locally if a 
student has met the required academic standards. A  school, school district, or charter 
school may use a student’s performance on a statewide assessment as one of multiple

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2003 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2003 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



27 CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT 120B.35

criteria to determine grade promotion or retention. A school, school district, or charter 
school may use a high school student’s performance on a statewide assessment as a 
percentage of the student’s final grade in a course, or place a student’s assessment 
score on the student’s transcript.

Subd. 2. Department of Education assistance. The Department of Education shall 
contract for professional and technical services according to competitive bidding 
procedures under chapter 16C for purposes of this section.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.2002]

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 7,8; 2003 c 130 s 12 

120B.31 SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY AND STATISTICAL ADJUSTMENTS.

[For text o f subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 3. Educational accountability, (a) The Independent Office of Educational 
Accountability, as authorized by Laws 1997, First Special Session chapter 4, article 5, 
section 28, subdivision 2, is established. The office shall advise the education commit
tees of the legislature and the commissioner of education, at least on a biennial basis, 
on the degree to which the statewide educational accountability and reporting system 
includes a comprehensive assessment framework that measures school accountability 
for students achieving the goals described in the state’s results-oriented graduation rule. 
The office shall consider whether the statewide system of educational accountability 
utilizes multiple indicators to provide valid and reliable comparative and contextual 
data on students, schools, districts, and the state, and if not, recommend ways to 
improve the accountability reporting system.

(b) When the office reviews the statewide educational accountability and reporting 
system, it shall also consider:

(1) the objectivity and neutrality of the state’s educational accountability system;
and

(2) the impact of a testing program on school curriculum and student learning.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S.2002].

History: 2003 c 130 s 12 

120B.35 STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND PROGRESS.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Student academic achievement, (a) Each school year, a school district 
must determine if the student achievement levels at each school site meet state and 
local expectations. If student achievement levels at a school site do not meet state and 
local expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for two 
consecutive school years, beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the district must 
work with the school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet 
state and local expectations. The commissioner of education shall establish student 
academic achievement ievels.

(b) School sites identified as not meeting expectations must develop continuous 
improvement plans in order to meet state arid local expectations for student academic 
achievement. The department, at a district’s request, must assist the district and the 
school site in developing a plan to improve student achievement. The plan must include 
parental involvement components.

(c) The commissioner must:
(1) provide assistance to school sites and districts identified as not meeting 

expectations; and
(2) provide technical assistance to schools that integrate student progress measures 

under subdivision 3 in the school continuous improvement plan.
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(d) The commissioner shall establish and maintain a continuous improvement Web 
site designed to make data on every school and district available to parents, teachers, 
administrators, community members, and the general public.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. Improving schools. Consistent with the requirements of this section, the 
commissioner of education must establish a second achievement benchmark to identify 
improving schools. The commissioner must recommend to the legislature by February 
15, 2002, indicators in addition to the achievement benchmark for identifying improving 
schools, including an indicator requiring a school to demonstrate ongoing successful use 
of best teaching practices.

History: 2003 c 130 s 12

1208.36 SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY; APPEALS PROCESS.
(a) The commissioner shall use objective criteria based on levels of student 

performance to identify four to six designations applicable to high and low performing 
public schools. The objective criteria shall include at least student academic perform
ance, school safety, and staff characteristics, with a value-added growth component 
added by the 2006-2007 school year.

(b) The commissioner shall develop, annually update, and post on the department 
Web site school performance report cards. A school’s designation must be clearly 
stated on each school performance report card.

(c) The commissioner must make available the first school designations and school 
performance report cards by November 2003, and during the beginning of each school 
year thereafter.

(d) A school or district may appeal in writing a designation under this section to 
the commissioner within 30 days of receiving the designation: The commissioner’s 
decision to uphold or deny an appeal is final.

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 9
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 2003, chapter 129, articlc 1, scction 9, is effective May 22, 2003, and applies to the 

2005-2006 school year and later. Laws 2003, chapter 129, article 1, section 9, the effective date.

120B.363 CREDENTIAL FOR EDUCATION PARAPRO FE S SI ON AL S.
Subdivision 1. Rulemaking. The Board of Teaching must adopt rules to implement 

a statewide credential for education paraprofessionals who assist a licensed teacher in 
providing student instruction. Any paraprofessional holding this credential or working 
in a local school district after meeting a state-approved local assessment is considered 
to be highly qualified under federal law. Under this subdivision, the Board of Teaching, 
in consultation with the commissioner, must adopt qualitative criteria for, approving 
local assessments that include an evaluation of a paraprofessional’s knowledge of 
reading, writing, and math and the paraprofessional’s ability to assist in the instruction 
of reading, writing, and math. The commissioner must approve or disapprove local 
assessments using these criteria. The commissioner must make the criteria available to 
the public.

Subd. 2. Training possibilities. In adopting rules under subdivision 1, the board 
must consider including provisions that provide training in: students’ characteristics; 
teaching and learning environment; academic instruction skills; student behavior; and 
ethical practices.

Subd. 3. Initial training. Within the first 60 days of supervising or working with 
students, a district must provide each paraprofessional with initial training in emergen
cy procedures, confidentiality, vulnerability, reporting obligations, discipline policies, 
roles and responsibilities, and a building orientation.

Histoiy: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 10
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120B.365 ASSESSMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. An Assessment Advisory Committee of up to 11 

members selected by the commissioner, is, established. The commissioner must select 
members as follows:

(1) two superintendents;
(2) two teachers;
(3) two higher education faculty; and
(4) up to five members of the public, consisting of parents and members of the 

business community.
The committee must review all statewide assessments. The committee must submit 

its recommendations to the commissioner and to the committees of the legislature 
having jurisdiction over kindergarten through grade 12 education policy and budget 
issues. The commissioner must consider the committees’ recommendations before 
finalizing a statewide assessment.

Subd. 2. Expiration. Notwithstanding section 15.059, subdivision 5, the committee 
expires on June 30, 2014.

History: 2003 c 129 art 1 s 11
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 2003, chapter 129, article 1, section 11, is effective immediately and applies to the 

2005:2006 school year and later. Laws 2003, chapter 129, article 1, section 11, the effective date.
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