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CHAPTER 357 

FEES
357.021 C o u rt ad m in is tra to r  o f  d istric t co u rt; fees. 357.18 C ounty  reco rder.

357.021 COURT ADMINISTRATOR OF DISTRICT COURT; FEES.
Subd. la. Transmittal of fees to state treasurer, (a) Every person, including the 

state of Minnesota and all bodies politic and corporate, who shall transact any business 
in the district court, shall pay to the court administrator of said-court the sundry fees 
prescribed in subdivision 2. Except as provided in paragraph (d), the court administra­
tor shall, transmit , the fees monthly to the state treasurer for deposit in the state 
treasury and credit to the general fund.

(b) In a county which has a screener-collector position, fees paid by a county 
pursuant to this subdivision shall be transmitted monthly to the county treasurer, who 
shall apply the fees first to reimburse the county for the amount of the salary paid for 
the screener-collector position. The balance of the fees collected shall then be 
forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the state treasury and credited to the 
general fund. In a county in a judicial district under section 480.181, subdivision 1, 
paragraph (b); which has a screener-collector position, the fees paid by a county shall 
be transmitted monthly to the state treasurer for deposit in the state treasury and 
credited to the general fund. A screener-collector position for purposes of this 
paragraph is an employee whose function is to increase the collection of fines and to 
review the incomes of potential clients of the public defender, in order to verify 
eligibility for that service.

(c) No fee is required under this section from the public authority or the party the 
public authority represents in an action for:

(1) child support enforcement or modification, medical assistance enforcement, or 
establishment of parentage in the district court, or in a proceeding under section 
484.702;'

(2) civil commitment under chapter 253B;
(3) the appointment of a public conservator or public guardian or any other action 

under chapters 252A and 525;
(4) wrongfully obtaining public assistance under section 256.98 or 256D.07, or 

recovery of overpayments of public assistance;
(5) court relief under chapter 260;
(6) forfeiture of property under sections 169A.63 and 609.531 to 609.5317;
(7) recovery of amounts issued by political subdivisions or public institutions under 

sections 246.52, 252.27, 256.045, 256.25, 256.87, 256B.042, 256B.14, 256B.15, 256B.37, 
260B.331, and 260C.331, or other sections referring to other forms of public assistance;

(8) restitution under section 611A.04; or
(9) actions seeking monetary relief in favor of the state pursuant to section 16D.14, 

subdivision 5.
(d) The fees collected for child support modifications under subdivision 2, clause

(13), must be transmitted to the county treasurer for deposit in the county general 
fund. The fees must be used by the county to pay for child support enforcement efforts 
by county attorneys.

[For text o f subds 2 to 5, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 6. Surcharges on criminal and traffic offenders, (a) The court shall impose 
and the court administrator shall collect a S35 surcharge on every person convicted of 
any felony, gross misdemeanor, misdemeanor, or petty misdemeanor offense, other 
than a violation of a law or ordinance relating to vehicle parking. The surcharge shall
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be imposed whether or not the person is sentenced to imprisonment or the sentence is 
stayed.

(b) If the court fails to impose a surcharge as required by this subdivision, the 
court administrator shall show the imposition of the surcharge, collect the surcharge 
and correct the record.

(c) The court may not waive payment of. the surcharge required under this 
subdivision. Upon a showing of indigency or undue hardship upon the convicted person 
or the convicted person’s immediate family, the sentencing court may authorize 
payment of the surcharge in installments.

(d) The court administrator or other entity collecting a surcharge shall forward it 
to the state treasurer.

(e) If the convicted person is sentenced to imprisonment and has not paid the 
surcharge before the term of imprisonment begins, the chief executive officer of the 
correctional facility in which the convicted person is incarcerated shall collect the 
surcharge from any earnings the inmate accrues from work performed in the facility or 
while on conditional release. The chief executive officer shall forward the amount 
collected to the stale treasurer.

Subd. 7. Disbursement of surcharges by state treasurer, (a) Except as provided in 
paragraphs (b) and (c), the state treasurer shall disburse surcharges received under 
subdivision 6 and section 97A.065, subdivision 2, as follows:

(1) one percent shall be credited to the game and fish fund to provide peace 
officer training for employees of the department of natural resources who are licensed 
under sections 626.84 to 626.S63, and who possess peace officer authority for the 
purpose of enforcing game and fish laws;

(2) 39 percent shall be credited to the peace officers training account in the special 
revenue fund; and

(3) 60 percent shall be credited to the general fund.
(b) The state treasurer shall credit S3 of each surcharge received under subdivision 

6 and section 97A.065, subdivision 2, to a criminal justice special projects account in 
the special revenue fund. This account is available for appropriation to the commission­
er of public safety for grants to law enforcement agencies and for other purposes 
authorized by the legislature.

(c) In addition to any amounts credited under paragraph (a), the state treasurer 
shall credit S7 of each surcharge received under subdivision 6 and section 97A.065, 
subdivision 2, to the general fund.

History: lSp2001 c 5 art 5 s 10; lSp2001 c 8 art 7 s 2,13; lSp2001 c 9 art 18 s
15,16,19

N O TE: T h e  am e n d m e n t to  subdivision In by Laws 2001, F irst Special Session  c h a p te r  5, a rtic le  5, section  10, is effective 
Ju ly  1, 2003. in the  second  an d  fo u rth  districts; July 1, 2004, in the  first and  th ird  d istric ts; an d  Ju ly  1, 2005. in the  six th  and 
ten th  districts.

N O TE: Subdivision 6 w as a lso  am ended  by Laws 2001, F irst S pccial S ession  c h a p te r  S, a rtic le  7, section  1, to  read  as 
follows:

“Subd. 6. S u rc h arg e s  on  c rim in a l and tra ffic  o ffenders, (a )  T h e  co u rt shall im pose  an d  th e  c o u rt  ad m in is tra to r  shall 
co llect a $28 su rcharge  o n  every p e rso n  convicted  o f any felony, gross m isd em ean o r, m isd em ean o r, o r  petty  m isd em ean o r 
offense, o th e r  than  a v io la tio n  o f  a law or o rd in an ce  re la ting  to  vehicle park ing . T h e  su rc h a rg e  shall be  im posed  w h e th e r  o r  not 
the  perso n  is sen ten ced  to  im p riso n m en t o r the sen tence  is stayed.

(b) I f  the  co u rt fails to  im pose  a su rcharge  as req u ired  by this subd iv ision ,' th e  c o u rt ad m in is tra to r  shall show  the  
im position  o f the su rcharge , co llect the  surcharge, and  co rrec t the record .

(c) T h e  court m ay n o t w aive paym ent o f  the  su rcharge  req u ired  u n d e r  this subd iv ision . U p o n  a show ing o f  indigency o r 
un d u e  h ard sh ip  u pon  the  conv icted  person  o r  th e  convicted  p e rso n 's  im m ed ia te  fam ily, tiie sen ten c in g  court m ay au th o rize  
paym ent o f the  su rcharge in insta llm ents.

(d) T he  court ad m in is tra to r  o r  o th er en tity  co llecting  a su rcharge  shall fo rw ard  it to  th e  s ta te  treasu re r .

(e) If the  convicted  p e rso n  , is sen ten ced  to im prisonm ent and  has n o t p a id  the  su rc h a rg e  befo re  the  term  o f 
im prisonm ent begins, the  ch ie f  executive o fficer o f  the  co rrec tio n a l facility in w hich  th e  conv icted  p e rso n  is in ca rcera ted  shall 
co llect th e  su rcharge  from  any e a rn in g s  the  in m a te  accrues from  w ork  p e rfo rm e d  in th e  facility  o r  w h ile  on co n d itio n al release . 
T h e  ch ief executive o fficcr shall forw ard  th e  am o u n t co llected  to the  s ta te  t re a s u re r .”
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[For text o f  subds 1 to 2, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 3. Surcharge. In addition to the fees imposed in subdivision 1. a S5 
surcharge shall be collected: on each fee charged under subdivision 1, clauses.(1) and
(6). and for each abstract certificate under subdivision 1, clause (4). Fifty cents of each 
surcharge shall be retained by the county to cover its administrative costs, 50 cents shall 
be appropriated to the legislative coordinating commission for the task force on 
electronic real estate recording created by Laws 2000, chapter 39'1, and $4 shall be paid 
to the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

[For text o f  subds 4 and 5, see M.S.2000]

History: !Sp2001 c 10 art 2 s 77

357.18 COUNTY RECORDER.

N O TE: T h e  am en d m en t to  subdiv ision  3, by Laws 2001. F irst Special Session ch a p te r  10, a rtic le  2, sectio n  77. is effective 
only b e tw een  A ugust I, 2001, an d  Ju n e-3 0 . 2003. Law s 2001, First Special Session ch a p te r  10, article 2. section  77, the effective 
d a te .
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