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CHAPTER 28A 

LICENSING FOOD HANDLERS
License req u ired : custom  processing  28A .082 F o o d  h an d le r  p lan  review  fees,
perm it app lica tions; renew als. • 28A.085 ' R c in sp ec lio n  fees.
D elcg alio n  lo  local b o a rd  o l 'h e a lth . ■ 28A .20 I;o o d  safetv task  force.
D e le g a tio n  o f  pow ers an d  duties.

28A.04 LICENSE REQUIRED; CUSTOM PROCESSING PERMIT APPLICATIONS; 
RENEWALS.

Subdivision 1. Application; date of issuance, (a) No person shall engage in the 
business of manufacturing, processing, selling, handling,' or storing food without having 
first obtained from the commissioner a license for doing such business. Applications for 
such license shall be made to the commissioner in such m anner and time as required 
and upon such forms as provided by the commissioner and shall contain the name and 
address of the applicant, address or description of each place of business, and the 
nature of the business to be conducted at each place, and such other pertinent 
information as the commissioner may require.

(b) A retail or wholesale food handler license shall be issued for the period July 1 
to June 30 following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or before July 1 
each year, except that licenses for all mobile food concession units and retail mobile 
units shall be issued for the period April J to March 3.1, and shall be renewed 
thereafter by the licensee on or before April 1 each year. A license for a food broker or 
for a food processor or manufacturer shall be issued for the period January. 1 to 
December 31 following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or before 
January 1 of each year, except that a license for a wholesale food processor or 
manufacturer operating only at the state fair shall be issued for the period July 1 to 
June 30 following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or before July ] of 
each year. A  penalty for a late renewal shall be assessed in accordance with section 
28A.08.

(c) A person applying for a new license up to 14 calendar days before the effective 
date of the new license period under paragraph (b) must be issued a license for the 14 
days and the next license year as a single license and pay a single license fee as if the 14 
days were part of the upcoming license period.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2000]

History: lSp2001 c 2 s 43

28A.075 DELEGATION TO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH.
(a) At the request of a local board of health that licensed and inspected grocery 

and convenience stores on January 1, 1999, the commissioner must enter into agree­
ments before January 1, 2001, with local boards of health to delegate to the appropriate 
local board of health the licensing and inspection duties of the commissioner pertaining 
to retail food handlers that are grocery or convenience stores. At the request of a local 
board of health that licensed and inspected part of any grocery or convenience store on 
January' 1, 1999, the commissioner must enter into agreements before July 1, 2001, with 
local boards of health to delegate to the appropriate local board of health the licensing 
and inspection duties of the commissioner pertaining to retail food handlers that are 
grocery or convenience stores. A t any time thereafter, the commissioner may enter into 
an agreement with a local board of health that licensed and inspected all or part of any 
grocery or convenience store on January 1, 1999, to delegate to the appropriate local 
board of health the licensing and inspection duties of the commissioner pertaining to 
retail food handlers that are grocery or convenience stores. Retail grocery' or conve­
nience stores inspected under the state meat inspection program of chapter 31A are 
exempt from delegation.
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(b) A local board of health must adopt ah ordinance consistent with the Minnesota 
Food Code, Minnesota Rules, chapter 4626, for all of its jurisdiction to regulate 
grocery and convenience stores and the ordinance (Food Code) must hoi be in conflict 
with standards set in law or rule.

(c) A fee to recover the estimated costs of enforcement of this chapter must be 
established by ordinance and must be fair, reasonable, and proportionate to the actual 
cost of the licensing and inspection services. The fee must only be maintained and used 
for the estimated costs of enforcing this chapter. ' '

History: ISpIOOl c 2 s 44

28A.0752 DELEGATION OF POWERS AND DUTIES.
Subdivision 1. Agreements to perform duties of the commissioner, (a) Agreements 

to delegate licensing and inspection duties pertaining to retail grocety or convenience 
stores shall include licensing, inspection, reporting, and enforcement duties authorized 
under sections 17.04. 28A.13. 29.21, 29.23, 29.235, 29.236, 29.237.-29.24, 29.25, 29.26. 
29.27, 29.28, 30.003, 30.01, 30.099, 30.103, 30.104, 30.15, 30.19, 30.49, 30.55, 30:56, 
30.57, 30.58, and 30.59, appropriate sections of the Minnesota Food Law, chapter 31, 
and applicable Minnesota food rules.

(b) Agreements are subject to subdivision 3.
(c) This subdivision does not affect agreements entered, into under, section 28A.075 

or current cooperative agreements which base inspections and licensing responsibility 
on the firm’s most predominant mode of business.

[For text.of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2000] .

History: lSp200l c 2 s 45 

28A.082 FOOD HANDLER PLAN REVIEW FEES.
Subdivision 1. Fees; application. The fees for review of food handler facility floor 

plans under the Minnesota Food Code arc based upon the square footage of . the 
structure being newly constructed, remodeled, or converted. The fees for the review 
shall be:

square footage. . .  review fee
0 - 4 ,9 9 9 . . ........ .. SI56.25
5.000 - 24,999 ........ $218.75 -
25.000 p lu s...............$343.75

The applicant must submit the required fee, review application, plans, equipment 
specifications, materials lists, and other required information on forms supplied by the 
departm ent at least 30 days prior to commencement of construction, remodeling, or 
conversion.

Subd. 2. Food handler plan review account; appropriation. A food handler plan 
review account is created in the agricultural fund. Fees paid under subdivision 1 must 
be deposited in the food handler plan review account. Money in the account, including 
interest accrued, is appropriated to the commissioner for the costs of the food handler 
plan review program.

History: JSp2001 c 2 s 46

28A.085 REINSPECTION FEES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2000/

Subd. 4. Food handler reinspection account; appropriation. A food handler 
reinspection account is established in the agricultural fund. All reinspection fees and 
assessments collected must be deposited in the state treasury and are credited to the 
food handler reinspection account. Money in the account, including interest accrued, is 
appropriated to the commissioner to pay the expenses relating to reinspections 
conducted under the chapters listed in subdivision 1.
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[For text o f subd 5, see M.S.2000J

History: ISplOOl c 2 s/17

28A.20 FOOD SAFETY TASK FORCE.
. Subdivision 1. Establishment. A  food safety task force is established to'advise the 

commissioner and the legislature on food issues and food safety. . .
Subd. 2. Membership, (a) The food safety task force consists of:
(1) the commissioner of agriculture;
(2) the commissioner of health;
(3) a representative of the United States Food and Drug Administration;
(4) a representative of the United States Departm ent of A griculture;"
(5) a representative of.the agricultural utilization research institute;
(6) one person from the University of Minnesota knowledgeable in food and food 

safety issues; and
(7) nine members appointed by the governor who are interested in food and food 

safety, of whom:
(i) two persons are health or food professionals;
(ii) one person represents a statewide gerieral’farm organization:
(iii) one person represents a local food inspection agency; and
(iv) one person represents a food-oriented consumer group.
(b) Members shall serve without compensation. Members appointed by the 

governor shall serve four-year terms.
Subd. 3. Organization, (a) The task force shall meet monthly or as determined by 

the chair.
(b) The members of the task force shall annually elect a chair and other officers as 

they'determine necessary.
Subd. 4. Staff. The commissioner of agriculture shall provide support staff; office 

space, and administrative services for the task force.
Subd. 5. Duties. The task force shall:
(1) coordinate educational efforts about various aspects of food safety;
(2) provide advice and coordination to state agencies as requested by the agencies;
(3) serve as a source of information and referral for the public, news media, and 

others concerned with food safety; and
(4) make recommendations to Congress, the legislature, and others about appro­

priate action to improve food safety in the state.
Subd. 6. Expiration. This section expires on June 30, 2003.

. History: 2001 c 161 s 10
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