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CHAPTER 17A 

LIVESTOCK MARKET LICENSING
17A.03 D efin itions. 17A.091 Sw ine iden tification  and  h e a lth  stan d a rd s.
17A.04 L icenses. 17A.10 L ivestock  scales and  w eighing.

17A.03 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 6, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 7. Livestock dealer. “Livestock dealer” means any person, including a 
packing company, engaged in the business of buying or selling livestock on a regular 
basis for the person’s own account or for the account of others.

“Livestock dealer” does not include:
(a) persons licensed under section 28A.04 who arc primarily engaged in the sale of 

meats at retail and persons operating as frozen food processing plants; and
(b) persons engaged in the business of farming, when purchasing livestock for 

breeding or herd replacement purposes, or feeding programs, and when selling the 
livestock they have owned and raised, fed out or fattened for slaughter in their specific 
farming program.

[For text o f  subds 8 to 15, see M.S.2000]

History: lSp2001 c 2 s 32 

17A.04 LICENSES.

[For text o f  subds T  to 5, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 6: Refusal to license. The commissioner shall refuse to issue a livestock 
market agency or livestock dealer license if the applicant has not filed a surety bond in 
the form and amount required under this section and section 17A.05; the commissioner 
may refuse to issue a license if the applicant (1) has not satisfactorily demonstrated by 
a current balance sheet and financial statement that the applicant’s assets exceed 
liabilities; (2) has been found by the departm ent to have failed to pay, without 
reasonable cause, obligations incurred in connection with livestock transactions; (3) has 
failed to maintain and operate livestock or monorail scales in a manner to ensure 
accurate and correct weights; or (4) has failed to comply with other statutes, rules, or 
regulations enforced by the commissioner, the board of animal health, the division of 
weights and measures of the department of commerce, or the federal Packers and 
Stockyards Administration.

Subd. 7. Revocation of license. Whenever the commissioner finds that any livestock 
market agency or livestock dealer has violated the provisions of this chapter, or has 
failed to comply with other laws, rules, or regulations enforced by the board of animal 
health, the division of weights and measures of the department of commerce, or the 
federal Packers and Stockyards Administration, the commissioner may, by order, 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 14, and this subdivision, revoke the license of the 
offender. Before any such license shall be revoked, the licensee shall be furnished with 
a statement of the complaints made against the licensee, and a hearing shall be had 
before the commissioner upon at least ten days’ notice to the licensee to determine 
whether such license shall be revoked, which notice may be served either by certified 
mail addressed to the address of the licensee as shown in the license application or in 
the m anner provided by law for the service of a summons. A t the time and place fixed 
for hearing, the commissioner or any official, employee or agent of the department 
authorized by the commissioner, shall rcceive evidence, administer oaths, examine 
witnesses, hear the testimony and thereafter file an order cither dismissing the 
proceedings or revoking the license.
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Subd. 8. Suspension of license. Whenever the commissioner finds that the licensee 
has violated provisions of this chapter, or has failed to comply with other laws, rules, or 
regulations enforced by the board of animal health, the division of weights and 
measures of the departm ent of commerce, or the federal Packers and Stockyards 
Administration, and that the continued activity of a licensee may cause irreparable 
injury or loss to persons engaged in business with the licensee, the commissioner may, 
without hearing, suspend the license of the licensee, provided that when a license is so 
suspended, the commissioner shall immediately initiate procedures to afford the 
licensee a hearing pursuant to subdivision 7 except that the ten days’ notice required in 
subdivision 7 may be waived by the licensee.

History: ISplOOl c 4 art 6 s 77

17A.091 SWINE IDENTIFICATION AND HEALTH STANDARDS.
Subdivision 1. [Repealed, !Sp2001 c 2 s 162]

17A.10 LIVESTOCK SCALES AND WEIGHING.
Subdivision 1. Commercial livestock scales. All livestock scales and monorail scales 

used for the purpose of buying or selling livestock or livestock carcasses within the state 
must meet the construction, maintenance, testing, and certification requirements of the 
division of weights and measures of the departm ent of commerce, and be in compliance 
with the scales and weighing regulations of the Packers and Stockyards Administration 
of the United States Department of Agriculture and be tested and certified by the state 
division of weights and measures. The division of weights and measures or an 
authorized scalc company shall test all livestock scales at least twice per year. The 
department of agriculture may perform scale maintenance inspections at least twice per 
year at intervals that will provide alternate testing or inspection of each scale every 90 
days. Special tests may .be required as necessary. The basic maintenance tolerance for 
livestock scales is one pound per 1,000 pounds of test load. The responsibility for 
compliance of a scale with these requirements rests with the owner or manager of the 
scale.

[ For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.20001

History: ISp200l c 4 art 6 s 77
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