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CHAPTER 148B

SOCIAL WORK, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, MENTAL HEALTH

148B.21 ‘Requirements for licensure. 148B.281  Complaints; investigation and hearing.
148B.22 License renewal requirements. : ' :

148B.21 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 3. Social worker. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), to be licensed as a
social worker, an applicant must provide evidence satisfactory to the board that the
applicant:

(1) has received a baccalaurcate degree from an accredited program of social
work;

(2) has passed the examination provided for in section 148B.20, subdivision 1;

(3) will engage in social work practice only under supervision as defined in section
148B.18, subdivision 12, for at least two years in full-time employment or 4,000 hours
of part-time employment;

(4) will conduct all professional activities as a social worker in accordance with
standards for professional conduct established by the statutes and rules of the board;
and

(5) has not engaged in conduct warranting a disciplinary action against a licensee.
If the applicant has engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action against a
licensee, the board may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public
will be protected through the issnance of a license with conditions or limitations
approved by the board.

(b) An applicant who was born in a foreign country, who has taken and failed to
pass the examination specified in paragraph (a), clause (2), at least once since January
1, 2000, and for whom English is a second language, is eligible for licensure as a social
worker if the applicant:

(1) provides evidence satisfactory to the board of compliance with the require-
ments in paragraph (a), clauses (1), (3), (4), and (5); and

(2) provides to the board letters of recommendation and experience ratings from
two licensed social workers and one professor from the applicant’s social work program
who can attest to the applicant’s competence.

This paragraph expires August 1, 2005.

Subd. 4. Graduate social worker. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), to be
licensed as a graduate social worker, an applicant must provide evidence satisfactory to
the board that the applicant:

(1) has received a master’s degree from an accredited program of social work or
doctoral degree in social work;

(2) has passed the examination provided for in section 148B.20, subdivision 1;

(3) will engage in social work practice only under Supel’VISlOl’l as defined in section
148B.18, subdlvmon 12;

(4) will conduct all professional activities as a graduate social worker in accordance
with standards for professional conduct established by the statutes and rules of the
board; and

(5) has not cngaged in conduct warranting a disciplinary action against a licensee.
Il the applicant has engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action against a
licensee, the board may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public
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will"be protected through the issuance of a hcense with COI’ldlthnS or hmltauons
approved by the board. :

(b) An apphcant who was born in a foreign country, who has taken and failed 'to
pass the examination specified in paraﬂraph (a), clause’(2), at least-once since January
1, 2000,. and for whom' English''is a second- languane is’ ehg1ble for licensure as a
gtaduate social worker-if the apphcant :

(]) prov1des evidence sat1sfactory to the board of comphance with the requ1re—
ments in paragraph (a), clauses (1), (3), (4), and (5); and
) provrdes to the board letters of recommendation and experu,nce ratmgs from
two licensed social workers and one professor from the applicant’s social work program
who can attest to the applicant’s competence.

This paragraph expires 'August 1, 2005.

Subd.'5. Independent social ‘vorltér (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), to be
licensed as an independent social worker, an apphcant must provide ev1dence satlsfac-
tory to the board that the apphcant '

(1) has received a master’s degree from an accredrted program of soc1a1 work or
doctoral degree in social work;

" (2) has passed the examination provided for in sectlon 148B.20, subdivision 1;-

. (3) has practrced social work' for at least two years in’ full-time employment or
4, OOO hours of part-time employment under supervision as defined in section 148B. 18_
subd1v1sron 12, after receiving the master’s or doctoral degree in social work;

(4) will conduct all professronal activities as an independent social worke1 in
accordance with standards for professional conduct established by the statutes and rules
of the board; and . : :

(5) has not- engaged in conduct warrantlng a dlscrphnary action agamst a hcensee

If. the applicant has engaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action against a

" licensee, the board may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public

will be protected through the issuance of a license with condltlons or limitations
approved by the board. :

-(b) An apphcant who was born in a torelgn country, who has taken and failed to
pass the examination specified in paragraph (a), clause (2), at least once since January

2000, and for whom English is a sccond-language, is cligible for licensure as'an
1ndependent social worker 1f the applicant:

(1) provides evidence satisfactory to the board of compliance with the require-
ments in paragraph (a), clauses (1), (3), (4), and (5); and

'(2) provides to the board letters of recommendation and experience ratings from
two.licensed social workers and one professor from the apphcant s social work program,,
who can attest to the applicant’s competence.

This paragraph expires August 1, 2005.

Subd. 6. Independent clinical social worker (a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b): to be licensed as an 1ndt,pendent clinical social worker, an ‘applicant must provide
ev1dence satisfactory to the board that the applicant:

(l) has reccived a master’s degrec from an accredited program of social work, or
doctoral degree in social work, that included an advanced concentration of clinically
oriented course work as defined by the board and a supervised clinical field placement
at the graduate level, or post-master’s clinical tramlng that is found by the board to be -
equivalent to that course work and field placement;

(2) has practiced clinical social work for at least two years in full time employment
or 4,000 hours of part-time employment under supervision as defined in section
148B.18, subdivision 12, after receiving the master’s or. doctoral degree in social work;

(3) has passed the examination provided for in.section 148B.20, subdivision 1;
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{(4) will conduct all professional activities as an independent clinical social worker
in accordance with standards for professional conduct established by the statutes and
rules of the board; and .

(5) has not engaged in conduct warr dntmo a dlsc1plm'1ry action 'wamsl a llcmsee
If the applicant has cngaged in conduct warranting disciplinary action. against a
licensee, the board may issue a license only on the applicant’s showing that the public
will be protected through the 1ssuanc<. of a license with COrldlthIlS or hmmtlons
approved by the board.

(b) An applicant who was born in a foxelgn country, who has takc,n and failed to
pass the examination specified in paragraph’ (a), ‘clause (3), at least once since’ January
1, 2000. and for whom English is a second language, is eligible for hcensure as an
mdepcnd(,nt clinical social workex if the dppthnt '

(l) provides evidence satisfactory to the board of compliance w1th the require-
ments in paragraph (a), clauses (1), (2), (4), and (5); and

(2) provides to the board letters of recommendation and experience mtmos from
two licensed social workers and one professor from the applicant’s social work ploumm
who can attest to Lhc, applicant’s competencc

This paragraph expu(.s August 1, 2005.

Subd. 6a. Background checks. The board shall request a cnmmal history.. b'lCl(-
ground check from the superintendent of the burcau of criminal apprehension on all
dpphccmls for initial licensure. An application for.a license under this section. must be
accompanied by an.executed criminal history consent form and the fee for conducting
the criminal history background check. The board shall deposit all fees paid by
applicants for criminal 'hiStOl'y background checks under this subdivision into the
miscellaneous ‘special revenue fund:- The fees collected under this subdivision are
appropriated to the board for the purpose of reimbursing the bureau of criminal
apprehension for the cost of the background checks upon their completion. .

Subd. 7. Temporary permit. '(a) The board may issue a temporary permit to
practice social:-work to an applicant in the following situations, p10v1ded the applicant
meets all other requirements for licensure:

(1) the applicant has passed the licensure examination and the applicant’s accredit-
ed program of social work has submitted an affidavit on a form provided by the board
verifying the applicant’s completion of the requirements for a degree. The affidavit
must be submitted within 15 days of the date of completion of the degree requirements.
The temporary permit under this clause is valid for six months, or:until a license is
issued, whichever comes first, and is nonrencwable; . _

(2) the applicant has applied for licensure under scction 148B.24 and the board
determines that the applicant must pass the licensure examination before being
liccnsed. The temporary pérmit under this clause is valid if the applicant passes the
cxamination and completes the licensure process within the time periods specified by
the board, and is nonrenewable;

(3) the applicant has passed the licensure examination, has graduated from a
program of social work in candidacy status with the Council on Social Work Education,
and the program of social work has submitted an atfidavit on a form provided by the
board verifying the applicant’s completion of the requirements for a degree. The
affidavit must be submitted within 15 days of the date of completion of the degree
requirements. The temporary permit under this clause is valid for six months, and. may
be extended at the board’s discretion’ upon a showing that the social work program
remains in good standing with the Council on Social Work Education. 1f the board
receives notice from the Council on Social Work Education that the program of social
work is not in good standing or that accreditation will not be granted to the program of
social work, then the temporary permit shall be invalid immediately and the applicant
shall not qualify for licensure; or

"(4) the applicant was born in a foreign country, the applicant has taken and failed
to pass the licensure examination, English is a second language for the applicant, and
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the applicant’s accredited program of social work has submitted an affidavit on a form
provided by the board verifying the applicant’s completion of the requirements for a
degree. The affidavit must be submitted within 15 days of the date of completion of the
degree requ1rcments The temporary permit under this clause is valid-for six months or
until a licensc is issued, whichever comes first, and is nonrmewable This clause expires
~ August 1, 2005.

(b) An appllcdm who obtains a tempordry permit may practlce soudl work only
undex the supervision of a licensed social worker who is cligible to provide supervision
under section 148B.18, subdivision 12. The applicant’s supervisor must provide cvi-
dence to the board, before the applicant is approved by the board for licensure, that .
the applicant has pI‘dCtl(,ed social work under supervision. This supervision will not
apply toward the supervision ‘requirement quu1red after hcensmp

(c) A temporary permit is nonrenewable.
[For text of subds 8 and 9, see MS 7()()()]
Hlstory 2001 ¢ 905 1-5; 1Sp2001 ¢ 9 art 1354 '

148B.22 LILE\J SE RENLWAL REQUIREMENTS.
- /1<01 -text of subds 1 and 2 2, see: MS 2000/

Subd. 3. Background checks. The board shall request a criminal’ history’ back—
ground check from the superintendent of the bureauof criminal apprehension on all
licensees under its jLIIlSdlCthH who did not complete a criminal history background
check as part of an application for initial licensure. This background check is a onc-
time requirement. An application for a license under this section must be accompanied
by an executed criminal history consent form and the fee for conducting the criminal
history background check. The board shall deposit all fees.paid by licensees for criminal
history background checks under this subdivisjon into the miscellaneous special revenue
fund. The fees collected under this subdivision are appropriated to the board. for the
purpose of reimbursing the burcau of criminal apprehension for the cost of the
bdcl\;,round checks upon their completlon

History: 1Sp2001 c 9art 1355
148B 281 COMPLAIN TS; INVEST IGATIO\I AND HLARING
[For text of subds 1 to 13,.see- M.S. 7()()()]

Subd. 14. Dut) _to warn. Seclxon 148 975 dpplles to soc.lal work hu,nsees and
clients. :

History: 2001 ¢ 4251
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