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CHAPTER 134 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES; MULTICOUNTY, 
MULTITYPE LIBRARIES

134.31 D ep artm en t o f  ch ild ren , families, and  134.47 R eg io n a l lib ra ry  te leco m m u n ica tio n s  aid. 
learn ing ; lib rary  responsib ilities.

134.31 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING; LIBRARY 
RESPONSIBILITIES.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 2001 c 161 s 58]
NO TK : Subdivision 5 was also am ended  by Laws 2001, F irst Special Session  c h a p te r  3, a rtic le  4, section  2 , to rea d  as 

follows:

“ Subd. 5. [A dvisory com m ittee .] T he com m issioner shall ap p o in t an advisory  co m m ittee  o f  five m em bers to  adv ise  the 
s ta ff o f  th e  M in n eso ta  lib rary  fo r the  b lind and  physically h an d icap p ed  on  long-range  p lan s  an d  lib rary  services. M em b ers  shall 
be  p e o p le  w ho use the  library. S cc tion  .15.059 governs this co m m ittee  except th a t  the  co m m ittee  shall expire  on  Ju n e  30, 2003.”

134.47 REGIONAL LIBRARY TELECOMMUNICATIONS AID.
Subdivision 1. Eligibility, (a) A regional public library system may . apply for 

regional library telecommunications aid. The aid must be used for data and video 
access costs and other related costs to improve or m ain ta in . electronic access and 
connect the library system with the state information infrastructure administered by the 
department of administration under section 16B.465. Priority shall be given to public 
libraries that have not received access. To be eligible, a regional public library system 
must be officially designated by the commissioner of children, families, and learning as 
a regional public library system as defined in section 134.34, subdivision 3, and each of 
its participating cities and counties must meet local support levels defined in section 
134.34, subdivision L A  public library building that receives aid under this section must 
be open a minimum of 20 hours per week.

(b) Aid received under this section may not be used to substitute for any existing 
local funds allocated to provide electronic access, equipment for library staff or the 
public, or local funds dedicated to other library operations.

(c) An application for regional library telecommunications aid must, at a mini­
mum, contain information to document the following:

(1) the connections are adequate and employ an open network architecture that 
will ensure interconnectivity and interoperability with school districts, post-secondary 
education, or. other governmental agencies;

(2) that the connection is established through the most cost-effective means and 
that the regional library has explored and coordinated connections through school 
districts, post-secondary education, or other governmental agencies;

(3) that the regional library system has filed an e-rate application; and
(4) other information, as determined by the commissioner of children, families, 

and learning, to ensure that connections are coordinated, efficient, and cost-effective, 
take advantage of discounts, and meet applicable state standards.

The library system may include costs associated with cooperative arrangements 
with post-secondary institutions, school districts, and other governmental agencies.

Subd. 2. Award of funds. The commissioner of children, families, and learning shall 
develop an application and a reporting form, and procedures for regional library 
telecommunications aid. Aid shall be based on actual costs of connections and funds 
available for this purpose. The commissioner shall make payments directly to the 
regional public library system.

Subd. 3. Expiration. This section expires on July 1, 2003.
History: ].Sp2001 c 3 art 4 s 3
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